
UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Law 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Law 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

how did you travel to your 

destination? 
By train 

name university abroad Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) 

start date 30 / 08 / 2022  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 31 / 01 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

In the application part of your exchange you need to keep in mind that it requires some paperwork that need to 

be filled in, checked and signed. You will be sufficiently notified when you need to do what. So no need to worry 

about that.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The University helps you with the application proces and connects you to other students also going to your 

destination, or students who already went to your destination to ask questions to and chat with.  

academic preparation 

Personally, I did not have to do an academic preparation for my exchange. 

language preparation 

In Hungary there is no extra language requirement to apply, just English is enough. Of course you can learn 

Hungarian beforehand, but keep in mind it is not an easy language! When I got to Budapest I learned some 

basics along the way, but I still cannot speak Hungarian and it is also not necessary to.  

finances 

It will help you to make an overview of your income and expected expenses. Living in Budapest is quite cheap 

compared to the Netherlands, but when you count in a lot of trips and fun things you want to do, it is nice to 

have some extras.  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed courses from the law faculty, but it is also allowed to follow courses from other faculties.  I did five 

courses, four from the law faculty and one from the psychology faculty: World Politics, Criminology Crime and 

Criminal Justice, Digitalisation and the Criminal Law, Childrens right and Rights of the Child in Europe and 

Gender Career and Leadership. For each course I had one class a week of 1,5 - 2 hours. So you have a lot of free 

time! ELTE University uses different platforms to communicate the content of the courses. To choose your 

courses and see your grades they have an easy usable platform called Neptun. From your Erasmus coordinator 

you get helpful information how to use everything.  

academic quality of education activities 

Contact info at the IO.



The academic quality is honestly not that high in Hungary, especially compared to the academic quality in the 

Netherlands. Thus, no need to worry that you will fail your classes, because you probably won't. The content of 

the courses is interesting though, but the level is quite easy.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The Erasmus coordinator from the law faculty was very helpful. You could easily reach him with all your 

questions and you were good notified about everything. The counselling and support was good! 

transfer of credits 

The system in Hungary is a bit different. Your final grades will be from 1 till 5. With 1 being the lowest. If you 

have a 2 you already passed. 1= fail, 2= pass, 3=satisfactory, 4= good and 5 = excellent. With your final 

transcript of records there is information added about how these grades transfer to the ECTS system.   

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the first week of uni there is a welcome programme. This contains introductional speeches and workshops, a 

sort of fair where you can see all the sports you can do at ELTE. There are two major networks for international 

students in Budapest: ESN and ELB. Through ESN you can sign up for a buddy, which is a local student who can 

show you around and help you with all the 'budapest' stuff. ESN organises walking tours in the beginning of the 

semester and other kind of activities. I personally was not active at ESN, but I was active with ELB. ELB (eramus 

life budapest) is instead of ESN a private organization. For 15 euro you can get an ELB card, with which you have 

discount for different things, and you can sign up for all kind of activities like: walking tours, museum visits, pub 

crawls, game nights, speed friending, day trips (to cities in Hungary, but also outside Hungary like Vienna), 

parties organized by ELB, boat parties, beer pong tournaments, and so on.   

accommodation 

I got my appartment through HousingAnywhere. I had a good experience with it. Some friends of me in 

Budapest also got their room through Facebook.  

leisure & culture 

Budapest is a perfect city to go to on an exchange, because there is so much to do! There is a rich Hungarian 

culture, especially Hungaria food like goulash, langos and chimney cake. There are a lot of musea in Budapest 

and a lot of fun and beautiful things to visit, like margaret island, the market hall, thermal baths, gellert hill, 

buda castle, the fishermans bastion, the basilica and of course the famous parlement. Besides the thousand 

things you can do in Budapest itself, you can also easily travel to other cities in Hungary. The public transport in 

Hungary is very cheap, which makes it fun to discover all the beautiful cities in Hungary, for example Eger and 

Szeged.  

suggestions/tips 

My best tip is to just go out there in your first weeks! Join a lot of activities, go on coffee dates, walks etc. The 

friends I made in my first weeks were my friends for the rest of the exchange. My second best tip is to look 

further than Budapest. When you go study in Budapest you get the gift of being in a great location. A lot of 

countries are near Budapest/Hungary and are really cheap to travel to by for example flixbus. Like Vienna, 

Prague, Belgrade, Ljubljana, Zagreb, Bratislava, Krakow and a lot more. And travel to a lot of cities in Hungary 

itself, that will turn out to be fun day trips with your friends and will make you to have a good picture of the 

country as a whole.  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 



I would definitely recommend ELTE and Budapest in general to others! I had the most amazing time and 

everyone else I met in Budapest felt the same. The city has so much to offer, there are a lot of things to do and 

you never get bored of it. There are a lot of students here, so making connections is easy. Budapest is a really 

cultural, social and historical city. The erasmus community in Budapest is very big, a lot of activities that you can 

participate in are being organised. Thereby, because it is cheap, you can do a lot of great things and have a lot 

of dinners and drinks with your friends. Budapest is also located very good, which makes it easy to do trips to 

surrounding countries. It takes for example less than three hours to go to Vienna and less than two hours to go 

to Bratislava.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

For studying abroad Budapest is a great choice! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college UU faculty of Geosciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Human Geography and Spatial Planning 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

how did you travel to your 

destination? 
By train 

name university abroad Eötvös Loránd University 

start date 27 / 02 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 13 / 06 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Everything was clear. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The international office often replies to emails very late and last minute before deadlines. Also, not everything 

is always clear when reading the provided information. When I asked questions about things I couldn't find 

online, they often gave me the feeling I was stupid by asking whether I already checked the website..  

academic preparation 

Good. I didn't feel like I lacked any background knowledge. 

language preparation 

My level of English was good enough to do my Erasmus. 

finances 

Beforehand, I was only informed that I had to obtain a certain amount of credits to get the erasmus grant. I was 

never informed that I didn't actually need to pass the courses to get these credits. So I feel like the UU website 

on the erasmus grant is lacking information.  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The content of the courses I followed was very interesting. The education system is a bit different from the 

Netherlands: the focus is more on gaining knowledge than interpreting this knowledge. In general, I would say 

this made studying in Budapest fairly easy. The information provided was sometimes lacking: the course 

schedule was unclear and partly in Hungarian, so once I understood my schedule I had to change courses 

because quite a few were overlapping.  

academic quality of education activities 

I only followed lectures so I can only judge these. I would say the level is more or less the same as in Utrecht. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Contact info at the IO.



 
 
 

 

 

 

Information was often provided unstructured and quite late. I had to figure out a lot of things myself, which I 

sometimes experienced as a little stressful. However, emails were always answered very quickly - in most of the  

cases even the same day. Contact with councelors was very comforting, they treated you as an equal.  

transfer of credits 

I didn't follow any courses as substitutes for courses of my UU program - I only followed electives. Therefore I 

can't say much on this topic.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The welcome activity consisted of an explanation of the offered courses - I didn't get the chance to get to know 

my classmates. Furthermore, I asked multiple times for more information about the orientation program but 

the schedule was only published a week in advance, therefore I missed it.  

accommodation 

I found my accommodation through SRS. They have an extensive offer in housing for fair prices. All you have to 

do is pick a room, send an email and a contract will be set up for you. The room and apartment were clean, 

spacious and well maintained. Overall, it was a very nice experience.  

leisure & culture 

The university offers many sports clubs and other activities. Also there are two organisations to get to know 

other erasmus students and local students: ESN Elte & Erasmus Life Budapest. 

suggestions/tips 

If ELTE is providing late or incomplete information: don't hestitate to ask questions! The people working for the 

university are really friendly and always there to help you. Don’t forget that you're never the only one asking 

questions. For me in the beginning things could be overwhelming and unclear, but once you get to Budapest 

everything will fall into place and you will have the best time! So even if it feels like a lot: don't worry too much! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, definitely! I had a great time and fell in love with the city and the university. The topics I was studying were 

very interesting and the city has so much to offer! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

See 'suggestions/tips'. 

 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Liberal Arts & Sciences 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

name university abroad ELTE University 

start date 31 / 08 / 2021  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 24 / 01 / 2022  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application proces was over all quite smooth. As there is two institutions involved, there is always a lot of 

communication and administration needed but as long as you are on top of the proces, meaning you send the 

emails and ask the questions early enough, you will always be fine. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

This was perfectly organised. Especially the fact that there was someone whom I could communicate with in 

person on Teams. 

academic preparation 

In my case there was no academic preparation needed. 

language preparation 

My language preparation was very marginal. Ofcourse its more enjoyable and interesting when you speak or 

understand some Hungarian but as it is such a hard language, you don’t have to excpect to speak proper 

Hungarian in a few months. 

finances 

My Erasmus grant came in well on time. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

As I had a university wide agreement, I courses within different faculties and programmes. Therefore there was 

a great variety between my courses concerning the level of education and  the level of overal organisation. 

Some of my courses were of high level and very well organised whereas others were incredibly poorly 

organised.   

academic quality of education activities 

As mentioned above, this varied very much between my courses. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

This was great. The international office of Budapest was always willing to help me out with my questions and 

issues. 

transfer of credits 

Contact exchange@uu.nl if you want to get into 
contact with one of our students. 



Went pretty smoothly. I had to send one or two emails to get this done but I received it well on time. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I did not attend too much of the welcome and orientation activities at ELTE University as there were also a lot 

of events organised by the Erasmus Life Budapest organisation. In hindsight I would have gone to some more 

meet and greet activities to get to know some more people within Humanities but it has never been a problem 

to meet new people and make friends. 

accommodation 

As a lot of internationals in Budapest, I was with United Erasmus Housing. I would advice not to get an 

apartment from them. In the end I was quite lucky with the apartment itself but the service is very very poor. 

leisure & culture 

Budapest is a great city for international students. You don’t have to worry one bit about not making any 

friends or not having a good time. The overal Hungarian attitude might be a bit harsher than in the Netherlands 

but I liked it very much anyways. 

suggestions/tips 

Don’t worry about missing out on things. the Erasmus community in Budapest is huge and I remember there 

being some 4 welcome parties which i all wanted to attend. Take your time to do things your own way, you will 

always manage to meet new people. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, very much. I am incredibly happy with my choice for Budapest and also happy with my choice for ELTE 

university. You will most certainly have a great time living in Budapest and ELTE university (appart from some of 

my courses) was a great place to study. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

See if you can go there by bus or train. It doesn’t take too long and the climate will be happy with you:). 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

 
 

faculty/college Faculty of Law, Economics and Governance 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Economics & Business Economics 

 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

how did you travel to your 

destination?  
Plane 

name university abroad  Eötvös Loránd University 

start date 31 / 01 / 20222  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 01 / 07 / 2022  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The process is very easy. You have to write a motivation letter and sign up through Osiris. If there are more 

applicants than place, people get drawn that can participate. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The Erasmus & Internation Office can easily be reached through email or phone. Furthermore, they organise 

some meetings for exchange students before departure. 

academic preparation 

There is no need to prepare academically. The level you have from UU is more than sufficient for the studies at 

ELTE. 

language preparation 

You can prepare, but it is not necessary. 

finances 

There is OV allowance and Erasmus scholarship. Cost of living is lower than in the Netherlands. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Political sciences. It is possible to choose courses from other faculties as well. The organisation went quite 

smoothly and the erasmus coordinator in Budapest is easily reachable if any problems might come up. 

academic quality of education activities 

The level of education is a bit lower than what I was used to from UU. Nevertheless, I took some very 

interesting courses. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The support is very good, if there are any problems I could always contact the Erasmus coordinator who always 

replied very quickly. 
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transfer of credits 

They have the ECTS system as well. So I hope I can transfer those to my diploma from UU. However, the courses 

I took were extracurricular for me. So I don't know how if the process is easy if you take courses that you want 

to replace for mandatory courses. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is an orientation meeting in which the coordinator will give you important information. Other than that, 

there is a welcoming period organised by ESN and ELB. This makes it easy to get in contact with other 

international students. 

accommodation 

The accomdation is quite easy to organise. I arranged it before departure. However, going there and finding a 

flat later is also possible. The rent is a bit cheaper than in Utrecht. 

leisure & culture 

There is much to do with the aforementioned organisations. Many cities are located close by, which makes it 

easy to travel a lot. In the city itself there is much to do. It is a very vibrant and party city. However, there is also 

enough other activities you can undertake. 

suggestions/tips 

Check out Revolut as means of paying. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this destination. It is such a vibrant city with lots of great parties and drinks, 

which is amazing for international students. Furthermore, the city itself is very beautiful and there is a lot to do 

and see. And it very central in central-Europe, which makes it easy to make trips to other neighbouring 

countries. 

Apart from this, the university is really well organised and the courses I took were very interesting. Therefore, I 

would for sure recommend this destination! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

- 
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faculty/college Betawetenschappen Universiteit Utrecht 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Wiskunde 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

how did you travel to and 

from your destination? 
Flixbus 

name university abroad Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) 

start date 01 / 02 / 2020  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 11 / 06 / 2020  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process went pretty smooth in the beginning. I submitted all my information before 

the deadline and I got accepted at ELTE in Budapest. Unfortunatelly I had some issues after that. This had to do 

with the fact that I wanted to study psychology courses abroad, not mathematics. The university in Budapest 

didn't understand this and my nomination was send to the faculty of Science. They told me I was obligated to 

take at least 50% of my courses in the faculty of Science. Eventually I was able to transfer my nomination from 

the faculty of Science to the faculty of Psychology and Education by emailing the international office in Utrecht, 

so everything worked out. It was very hard to reach ELTE university though, I had to send multiple emails and 

have called them several times to get a respons (which also didn't go so smooth since the person transferring the 

calls to the international office didn't speak english). So if you want to do your minor abroad in Budapest, make 

sure your nomination is send to the right faculty and don't be afraid to bombard them with emails.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The counselling and support at Utrecht University was very nice. I accidentally missed the main event to inform 

students about their study abroad, but I planned in a meeting with someone from the international office later 

and they were easily available via e-mail. 

academic preparation 

I took psychology courses in Budapest, which were all first year courses. They also had some more advanced 

courses, that I didn't take, but the majority of the courses were for first year students. I had no trouble in 

following these courses. 

language preparation 

I didn't really do anything to improve my English beforehand, which was fine. 

finances 

The Budapest life is a lot cheaper than the life in Utrecht, so I didn't really worry about my finances. My room 

was 340,- (which could have been cheaper) and sometimes it was cheaper to go eat in a restaurant than cook 

for yourself. Beer is really cheap in the supermarket, but also in one of the many small bars :). 

(interrupted) STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

welcome & orientation programme 
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study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Somehow I can't type in the box: welcome & orientation programme so I will just write that down here. The 

welcome & orientation programme was really great. The first week of your semester is just the 

welcome/orientation week and I would 100% recommend to go there. There were some boring/not that 

necessary 'lectures/talks', but the main idea is to meet some friends there. You will have a lot of breaks in 

between where you can go grab a bite to eat and get to know the fellow erasmus students of your faculty. I met 

a few of my closest friends there. Another benefit of the orientation week is that they give you a tour of the 

two buildings in which you can have lectures and they explain to you how their site (neptun) works and how to 

register for your courses.  

Study programme: The study programme was a bit chaotic, mainly the registering for courses was weird. First 

of all a couple of the courses that they showed on their website and that you have to fill in in your before the 

mobility document were different. So some people had to completely change their study plan for the semester 

when they arrived. Secondly a big part of the courses were 'full', since the fulltime students were able to 

register before us. This was easily fixed however, since erasmus students could ask the teacher for a signature 

and would be enrolled manually by the international office. Everyone I know got accepted to the courses they 

were interested in. Apart from this registration period, the courses went really smooth. Most teachers show up 

a little bit too late, which i didn't really mind. They give an overview of what to expect in the first week, most 

teachers didn't do much more than this in the first lesson, which I thought was a bit of a waste of time. One of 

my classes lasted 3 hours with only one break of 15 minutes, which didn't work that well. But overall the 

organisation of the courses was good.   

academic quality of education activities 

I can't really compare the academic quality of education activities, since I don't study Psychology in the 

Netherlands. But for me it felt like the academic quality was good, only the exams were a bit easy/not in line 

with what was taught.  

transfer of credits 

Still waiting for this to be completed. 

CORONAVIRUS CONSEQUENCES 

support guidance of host university 

I got a lot of emails from my host university to update me about the current situation with the coronavirus and 

about additional things such as your resident permit.  

support guidance of home university 

Also got a lot of information from my home university. 

online offer and quality of digital courses 

I am really content with the online offer of the digital courses. The organisation was a bit confusing (there were 

four different platforms you had to keep track of), but the quality was good and they arranged everything very 

fast so there was almost no delay.  

suggestions/tips on digital exchange 

Use one platform and send an updated lesson plan. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 
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Yes, absolutely, sometimes it is hard to get in touch with the international office, but once you get there, 

everyone is very nice and helpful. Also the city is incredibly beautiful, there are so many fun things to do and 

events organized by ESN. Like you can go out every night if you want to, there are unbelievably many  

adorable/fun bars, when you walk through the city you see something beautiful almost all the time and there 

are a lot of museums and parks. Also the public transport is crazy cheap and you don't have to plan since 

busses/metro/trams arrive every five minutes. I was only there for 1,5 month but I already felt at home and had 

such a wonderful time and met such amazing people.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I would really advice you to use the buddy system, especially in the first week they can help you to find 

everything, give you a tour maybe and show you some local spots. Also they can keep you posted about the 

ESN activities and you can meet new people via them.  

For housing you can search via facebook, I found mine via wg-gesucht.de, which ensures some nice german 

roommates and I trusted this more than facebook. Some friends of mine had nicer and cheaper places though. 

Feel free to contact me about this, I really struggled with the best way to find a place and I would be more than 

happy to ask some of my friends about their old apartments.  
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

faculty/college Social science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Erasmus 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

name university abroad Eötvos Loránd University 

start date 01 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 31 / 01 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I did not experience any difficulties with the application process. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International office social science is really nice, they are willing to help you with everything and respond 

fast. I did not have any big problems but I felt I could always ask them if needed. 

academic preparation 

The level of the university in Budapest was lower than the level in Utrecht. I did not do any academic 

preparation. One thing you could do if you are going to study social science, find out more about the political 

situation in Hungary. Teachers often refer to them (and will explain them) but it can help you. 

language preparation 

All my courses were in English, therefore I hadn’t needed any language preparation. However, I am happy that I 

had some full English courses in the Netherlands. I was already used to writing papers in English and courses 

teached in English. 

finances 

Besides the Erasmus grant, I had saved some money. Budapest is quite cheap but of course you do more fun 
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things and trips which you would not do in your home town so make sure you saved some money. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The organization of courses was not that good. The site had some problems so we were able to sign in at the 

day our courses were meant to start. This was quite chaotic. However, it was not a problem of the international 

office but of the ICT department. The teachers do not get Neptun (our osiris) too which sometimes was 

annoying. In the end, I did not fall behind schedule and the international office was willing to help us.  

All by all I could say that the organization skills were not so good but in the end there are no problems and 

people are willing to help you so sometimes you just have to think, it will be okay.  

academic quality of education activities 

The courses were interesting and a good addition to my courses in the Netherlands. The quality is lower than in 

the Netherlands but the teachers have different examples and different stories and they try to make 

connections to the current political situation in Hungary which makes it more interesting. For me it did not 

matter that the quality was a bit lower because my goal of Erasmus was not only studying. Besides, I got the 

feeling that the information and knowledge the teachers had was often interesting but the courses were not so 

well organized and because of that the quality also decreased.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Despite of the problems at the beginning with course registration, the international office was helpful. Teachers 

are too although I got the feeling they do not really get how things are organized for erasmus students.  

transfer of credits 

I got my credits but they are not transferred yet so it is hard to say something about that. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the beginning there was an introduction day which was quite short. Also the communication of the 

introduction week could have been better. All the introduction week activities were announced in the 

introduction week and it would have been nice to know them ealier. Here again, the activities are nice but the 

communication could be better. I also tried sports in the introduction week but they were not so nice in my 

point of view because a lot of the lessons were in Hungarian. 

accommodation 

There are a lot of student houses available and the best way to find one is via facebook groups. Make sure you 

get notifications of these groups because a lot of internationals are looking for a house. The best tip is make 

sure you live with other internationals because in that way you really get to know other cultures and speak 

English every day.  

leisure & culture 

There is a lot to do in Budapest and a nice thing about it is that everything is not that far from each other so you 

can walk a lot. Restaurants and pubs are everywhere and there are a lot of musea. The terror haza and the 

hospital in the rock are interesting musea about the second world war. For sporty people, there are a lot of nice 

gyms in the city and I definitely recommend the 4% gym. They have a student discount. Besides, Margarit Island 

is perfect for a run or to relax in the sun. Would you like to relax then I recommend the thermal baths but do 
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not go during vacations because it is full of tourists then. And last but not least, go to janos hill, it is a perfect 

hilll with really nice view. 

suggestions/tips 

Go on trips! It is very cheap with flixbus and you are close to a lot of countries. It was for me the best way of 

spending money. I did some free walking tours in other cities and that was really nice too. Besides, I 

recommend lampas, it is a pub that is super cheap and they play live music very often.  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Definitely! Budapest is a big city, it has a lot to offer and travelling is very easy from this place.My university 

may not have the best organization skills but in the end they will make sure everything will be okay. Besides, 

Budapest is very popular under internationals all over the world so you will meet a lot of different people. You 

will not get boring in this city and because of all the internationals there are a lot of events and parties you can 

join. Doesn’t matter what kind of student you are, for everyone there is somethingin Budapest. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Dont’try to learn Hungarian because it is too difficult and try to follow the politics in Hungary because they are 

very interesting and different from the politics in the Netherlands. 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

faculty/college Social Sciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Psychology 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

name university abroad Eötvös Lóránd University 

start date 3 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 1 / 02 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process for the Eötvös Lóránd University was not that complex. Just be aware that you don't get 

a respond that quickly from the receiving University, so send your documents for application as soon as possible. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I have experienced good support from Utrecht University. They don't have anything lined up for you though, so 

you have to take care of all the administration yourself. Only when I had questions or certain problems I had 

contacted the International Office of Utrecht University  

academic preparation 

There wasn't any academic preparation required for my Erasmus period. 

language preparation 

You need to have a B2 level in English to be able to succeed your Erasmus period in a foreign country. 

finances 

I was prepared for the costs I would have in Budapest, Hungary. Since Hungary isn't such an expensive country, 

I did not worry about it that much.   

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The study programme I did was Psychology and Education. Just be aware of the fact that the study Psychology 

is not included in the faculty Social Sciences as it is in Utrecht University. For some reason the Psychology 

courses were included in a totally different faculty, named Psychology and Education. Make sure to apply for 

this faculty if you would like to attend Psychology courses. I made this mistake, but luckily they could apply me 

for the other faculty on time. When I applied for this faculty, I had chosen the courses which seemed interesting 

to me and had put them on my learning agreement. When I arrived in Budapest, the procedure of chosing 

courses was totally different of what I expected. They had a new system since last year that you needed to 

apply for a course on a certain day as quickly as possible, otherwise when they became full you would not be 

capable of following that course. Per course there were approximately 30 places. In the end, I could not choose  
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half of the courses I listed on my learning agreement. I had not enough ECTS to fulfill my Erasmus period. After 

a few weeks, I finally arranged my courses with the International Office in Budapest. But since it took weeks to 

complete my list of courses, many of them had already started and so I was far behind. Also, I could not choose 

the courses I intended to choose and which I found interesting.   

academic quality of education activities 

I was behind on many courses, but since the academic quality wasn't that good, I could keep up with the rest 

quite quick. The lecture setting is quite different from Utrecht University. You have small classrooms with max 

30 students per course. This makes it more personal and I kind of liked this setting.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

 The support at Eötvös Lóránd University was alright. Sometimes I could get a respons 2 minutes later and 

sometimes it took me weeks. So it wasn't that consistent in replying. Still, the head of the International Office 

was very willing to help me out and it succeeded in the end.   

transfer of credits 

In Hungary you have a semester system. This means that you have lectures and practicals for 3 months and 

after that you have the exam period, which takes  2 months in total. After I finished an exam, the transfer of the 

credits were quite fast.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I really loved the erasmus students association. I definetely recommend applying for these kinds of associations. 

They arrange different events like camps (highly recommend if you want to meet new people very quick!), boat 

parties, pub crawls and trips to different cities in Hungary. Since I am half Hungarian, I already knew Budapest 

quite well. Still, I gained much more knowledge about this city and these associations were a great chance to 

get more familiar with the city and to get to know new people.  

accommodation 

I highly recommend to like Facebookpages which are made for hiring studentflats. Also, begin early with 

searching!!! The hiring prices are relatively cheap compared to Utrecht.   

leisure & culture 

I absolutely love the Hungarian culture. Ofcoure I am biased sinces I am half Hungarian. But I could not find a 

better city to study abroad than Budapest, even if you don't have any relationship with this city. It is fairly 

cheap, the nightlife is amazing and the city is beautiful. It just breaths history, so a guidetour is highly 

recommended if you're interested in the history of this city. Budapest has many things to offer, like thermal 

baths, great shopping streets, many pubs, huge parks and beautiful nature. It is a big city which contains 3 

million people. You can tell it is popular among foreign students, since you spot many a day. The Hungarian 

mentality is very different from the Dutch one. On the first look Hungarians may look a bit grumpy, but really, 

their hospitality is something I have never experienced before in an other culture. The Hungarian cuisine is very 

traditional and broad, so a lot of fun for foreigners to try. There are also many 'hipster' places, especially in the 

Jewish district, like restaurants, cafées, ruin pubs and more. If you like a city which is vibrant, contains a lot of 

history, is fairly cheap and has a lot to offer, I really recommend Budapest to you!    

suggestions/tips 

Do a guidetour when you arrive, there are even ones for free (at the St.Stephen Basilica square everyday at a 

certain time). Also, Budapest is surrounded by other amazing countries. A citytrip to Vienna (only 3 hours with 

the bus), Prague, Bratislava is very doable. I recommend to apply for erasmus student associations which you 

can find on Facebook. They arrange a lot of events and it is a great chance to meet new people. The Eötvös 

Lóránd University has also many different associations like an orchestra, sports, dance, language courses and 

more. Apply for these if you are interested in one of these hobbies.   
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CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes I do! Budapest is a great student city and you can tell by the many foreign students you see in Budapest. 

People all over the world come to Budapest, because it has things to offer that some cities don't have. The city 

is historical and modern at the same time. It is nothing to compare with a Slavic country even though its 

location is in Eastern Europe (Hungary isn't a Slavic country). It has its very own unique culture. A mix of the 

Western and the Eastern influences. This makes Budapest, Hungary unique and one of a kind!  

Every University has it pros and cons. Ofcourse the application proces for the courses wasn't that easy, but I am 

sure every other University has its problems which they need to work on. If you're very focused as an Erasmus 

student to do specific courses and you would like to broaden your academic knowledge, I don't recommend this 

University to you. It still is Eastern Europe and as we know the Dutch education is far ahead. Instead I would 

apply for an University in a more Western country.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

The Hungarian Goulash is nothing like you know it in the Netherlands. It is a traditional soup, not a stew. So try 

it!  ;) 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme History 

destination city & country Budapest, Hungary 

name university abroad Eötvös Loránd University 

start date 01 / 02 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 01 / 07 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Please consider the time it will take to collect all the necessary documents. If you need help, send an e-mail to 

the Student Office, they will get back to you very swiftly. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Very good. They responded really swiftly on the questions I had, and even helped me with questions about my 

study program not directly related to Erasmus program. 

academic preparation 

Not necessary 

language preparation 

No preparation needed. The level of English of Dutch students is more than sufficient for the Hungarian 

education system 

finances 

I applied for the Erasmus grant and the supplement for public transport. THis is sufficient. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Interesting courses. If you are interested in the history of Central Europe/Hungary, ELTE has some nice courses 

to offer. I learned a lot about this part of Europe I didn’t know before 

academic quality of education activities 

If you want to be academically challenged, you should pursue this on your own. The teachers are helpful and 

want to supply you with extra information, if you want to learn more. I could recommend doing this, because 

the level of the courses is not very high in general. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Chaotic but friendly. The International Office is extremely overburdened but easy to access. You know for sure 

they will help you, but sometimes you have to wait in line for a long time. Reaching your teachers for a 
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signature is different and pretty difficult. Make sure to start collecting your signatures early on, and don't 

hesitate to look them up in person. They are very friendly, just a bit chaotic. 

transfer of credits 

Most courses were 6 ECTS, so I had to take 5 history courses in order to have my obligatory 30 ECTS. This is ver 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

On the welcome day, you get to meet your fellow students, and on this day, I actually made the friends I hung 

out with the rest of the semester. A big orientation programme is lacking when you come to Budapest for the 

Spring Semester, but I believe this is different for the Autumn semester. 

accommodation 

I didn't use Facebook, but I used the German site WG Gesucht. I can recommend this site, because the 

appartments are much cheaper than the ones that private companies offer. And you get nice German 

roommates :)  

leisure & culture 

Great! Budapest has so many different interesting historical sites, museums, parks, clubs and bars. Life really 

happens outside, especially when you come to the city during nice weather (Spring semester) 

suggestions/tips 

Give learning the language a go, it is a beautiful language, and life in Budapest will be easier even when you just 

know "thank you", "hello" and "goodbye".  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

For sure! Budapest is an extremely interesting, culturally rich, vibrant city. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Budapest can be very windy/rainy all of the sudden, so pack some warm clothes even if you come for the Spring 

Semester. 
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