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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process is okay if you start on time. Look at the deadlines of Tulane University carefully once you 

know Utrecht University chose you to go that University. Take your time for the forms on the Tulane website.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Not that much, they don’t really know what is going on and how the application process at Tulane University 

works. I recommend, if you have any questions, to call or e-mail Tulane. (Note from IEO: the International 

Exchange Office is trying its best to assist every exchange student.  If you have any questions, you can always 

call us or send an e-mail to ieo.leg@uu.nl!) 

academic preparation 

No specific academic preparation.  

language preparation 

Make sure your English skills are good. To follow lectures about law with the judicial definitions is not easy. 

Cambridge level is recommended at Tulane. 

finances 

Make sure you have saved up a good amount of money before starting at Tulane. At the website of UU they 

recommend you to have 11.000 dollars and I think this amount is about what you spent in one semester, 

excluding plane tickets etc. It’s always better to have a little extra for some trips you want to take!  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

You are very free in choosing your own courses at Tulane University. UU will allow you to follow most of the 

courses. I had a first year course Criminal  Law, a second year course Business Enterprises and an advanced 

course Foreign Affairs & National Security. Because the law is so different in the United States UU will accept 

almost all the courses.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of the education at Tulane University was good, the pace of the lectures was pretty fast so make 

sure to be up to date with the readings. They offer a lot of ways to improve your skills with mock exams etc and 

you can make it as crazy as you want it to be.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Tulane University offers a great amount of counsel and support. You can come to them with any questions you 

have and they will patiently respond and give you advice. 

transfer of credits 

This was a little different than UU said it would be. They double the credits, which makes it nearly impossible to 

obtain all the ECTS in Utrecht. I had 12 EC’s in New Orleans, which is the average for a semester, the maximum 

is 14, so I got 24 ECTS in Utrecht. Think about this if you need the full 30 ECTS from the semester in order to get 

your bachelor and talk about this with the UU.  

 



 
 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the first semester they offer an orientation programme of 4 weeks, this sounds really hard and you have days 

from 9-5 at the university for 4 weeks, with an exam in the end. First couple days I thought about dropping out 

of the orientation because it was tough and a lot of work, not what I expected from an orientation program. In 

the end I stayed and finished it and I highly recommend everyone who has the possibility to do it, to enroll in 

this programme. You get really close with the other internationals, and the people I met during the orientation I 

spend time with the entire semester. Other than that, it is a great introduction to the US law and it really helps 

during the semester.  

accommodation 

I found my house on Tulane Housing, the Facebook page. I lived with 6 girls, of whom 4 were Americans and 2 

internationals. It will be expensive, and you should count on spending 700$ a month on rent, but the houses are 

great and a lot of houses are around the campus. I had to walk 1 minute to get to law school. Tulane will not 

really help you that much with finding a house, so make sure to start early and look into it yourself.  

leisure & culture 

New Orleans culture is amazing. Try to eat a lot of good food and dance as much as possible!:) 

suggestions/tips 

Go on a roadtrip to Texas, spend a weekend in Miami or go to New York in the fall break. Try to see a lot but 

don’t go too crazy and spend more time outside of New Orleans than actually being there. You have a lot of 

breaks during the semester were you have time to do fun stuff.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes!! It was probably the best half a year of my life. I met amazing people, internationals as well as Americans. 

I’ve seen a lot and I partied as much as I could, whilst of course keeping up with the university. I would 

recommend this destination to all people who next to a good education are really looking for the exchange 

experience. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

As I mentioned before, try to go in the first semester so you are able to participate in the introduction course.  

 

Also, it might seem as if you would have to pay for this but for internationals it’s free!  

Start on time with your application process and visa, vaccinations etc.. You don’t want to do all of this last 

minute. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

Utrecht University prepared me well for the application process. They gave several presentations, 

and when you had a specific question, they were always there to offer you personal help. Sometimes 

the forms and requirements from Tulane were a bit vague, but they respond very quickly to your 

emails and help you well. Make sure you read all the emails and forms well and take enough time! 

Counselling/support at home university: 

Utrecht University helped me good. However, if you have questions about the requirements Tulane 

asks for, it is better to consult their international office, as they are more aware of their specific 

requirements.  

Academic preparation: 

No real academic preparation is needed. It might be useful to follow some legal English courses, but 

without it you probably will do just fine.  

Language preparation: 

The lectures are very interactive and without a lot of visual help (ppts etc.), so your English needs 

to be at a decent level. Next to that, you will probably have to do a lot of case readings, so make 

sure your English is fine. However, you don’t need to worry about not understanding it.   

Finances: 

The US is an expensive country. Rent, food, and university are not cheap, so expect to use about 

$10,000 per semester. If you want to do a lot of traveling, or buy lunch at the university every day, 

bring some more! 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study program/work plan (concerning content and organizational issues): 

Tulane offers many courses you can choose from. This is not limited to only freshmen or 

sophomores’ courses (which might look that way if you look at the registration document from 

Tulane). Utrecht University will probably allow most courses since they are very different, however 

if you need the credits to graduate from UU (or participate in the LL.M. program at Tulane after the 

exchange), make sure you communicate with the universities to check if they accept these courses.  

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

Tulane’s quality of education is good. Expect to do a lot of readings, which will help you to keep on 

track during the lectures (which cover the topics very fast, but thorough). The professors expect 

you to actively participate in their classes, and they are very nice. If you have any questions, they 

are happy to help you.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organization: 



 
 

Tulane’s employees are all very friendly and more than happy to help you.  

Transfer of credits: 

Expect Utrecht University to double your credits when transferring them. Tulane advises you to 

take no more than 12 credits, which will get you 24 ECTS in Utrecht. If y’all need the credits for 

graduation, talk this over with Exam Committee in Utrecht. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation program: 

I studied at Tulane during the Spring semester (in which you will be there during Mardi Gras!! And 

the weather is better), but there was only a very brief introduction program of 1 or 2 days. I was 

helped out by some other internationals from another faculty, but you’ll find it out. During this 

introduction you will have enough moments to meet other internationals. The only downside of this 

short intro is that you did not get any introduction into US law, which I think would have been 

helpful sometimes.   

Accommodation: 

I found my house at a Facebook page called “Tulane Classifieds” on which locals will also sell a lot 

of stuff. Most houses can be found there. Make sure you look for houses in the Uptown area! I lived 

at a great place at St. Charles Ave (one of the main streets in NOLA) with 2 American roommates, 

which was about 10 min walking from Law School. It is not difficult to find a place to stay, just 

make sure you start in time. Expect to spend about $750 a month.  

Leisure/culture: 

NOLA is a great city!! There is a lot of good food (best chicken wings: Manchu food store), and 

good bars. If you want to have a good time Uptown (University area) I recommend going to 

Bruno’s, Red’s, Snake and Jakes, or the Boot. If you like great music, go downtown get a Hurricane 

at Pat ‘O Briens, drink a Hand grenade and enjoy yourselves at Bourbon Street (more touristic) or 

Frenchmen St. (best music).  

Suggestions/tips: 

Do a Swamp Tour (best one is in Breaux Bridge, LA; car is needed), make some road trips in FL, go 

on a roadtrip to Memphis and Nashville, TN, or Austin, TX. Most important: be there during Mardi 

Gras! 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes! I had a great time just living there, hanging with friends and roommates, going out and listen 

to great music, enjoy the weather and culture there! 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Start in time with your application process and read your emails carefully! 



 
 

2017-2018 
preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

The application process took some time, but you get plenty of help from the UU and Tulane. If you have any 

questions you can always email them and they respond very quickly, so it was pretty clear for me what to do. The 

most important thing is to apply for your visa in time and keep all of the needed documents organized.  

counselling/support at home university 

The support at my home university is, like I said, good as well. Before you go you’ll have a pre-departure 

meeting for all the students where they try to prepare you for all the highs and the lows of going abroad and 

you have the chance to ask any questions you have. They can also help you write your motivational letter or 

other important documents, I did a training organized by the JSVU and I had a personal meeting with someone 

from the international office to get some feedback about my motivational letter which really helped.  

academic preparation 

When I went to New Orleans, I didn’t have to stress about credits etc. because I already got all of my required 

credits before applying to go abroad. 

language preparation 

Before I went I was already a decent English speaker and I also did an English course at Babel Talen in Utrecht. I 

think Dutch people from university are all capable to keep up with the English level in the US. Students from 

some other countries had much more difficulties and they could also keep up with everything so I think 

everyone will be fine.  

finances 

Some things in New Orleans are a little bit more expensive than in Holland but it’s a relatively cheap place for 

the US. The estimated living costs that you see on the UU website are estimated very highly in my opinion. Also 

the dollar-euro rate compensates for the extra living costs. Big expenses are housing (I paid 700 dollars = 600 

euros for a beautiful house), you have to get an extra health insurance (the insurance offered by Tulane is very 

expensive, it’s around 1500 dollars but they accept cheaper ones, mine was 600 dollars for the semester) and 

books (try to get your books in time or from different websites, a lot of second hand books are offered to buy or 

for rent which is much cheaper than buying a new book at the Tulane bookstore). Some things are cheaper in 

New Orleans: you get free access to the gym with indoor and outdoor pool and shopping for clothes is pretty 

cheap too. When you hit a good happy hour you can get drinks and food for a good price too.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

You can sign up for every class you want in lawschool, but they do give you some advice on what would be 



 
 

better to choose and what not. One huge benefit of going to an English school is that you’re not limited in your 

choice to which classes are offered in English, I really enjoyed that.   

academic quality of education/placement activities 

I think the academic quality of Tulane Lawschool is excellent. It’s a highly appreciated lawschool throughout the 

country and internationally and they have a very interactive and interesting way of teaching. They also have 

very good professors with a lot of experience in the practical field. I really got motivated to participate in classes 

next to enjoying the beautiful city of New Orleans and I passed all of my classes with good grades without 

having to put in too much effort. New Orleans is also a very interesting place to study, because it’s a progressive 

city in a very conservative state, Louisiana (they still do death penalty etc.)  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

I got a very warm and nice welcome at Tulane Lawschool. You have to start classes quite early, I started July 24th 

because you have a 3 week class about the introduction to the US law system. But it’s not only learning; they 

also organize a lot of activities to get to know your fellow classmates and the city of New Orleans. Because of 

this introduction our group of international students got very tight very quickly and it’s a great preparation for 

the upcoming semester. They also inform you a lot on how to stay safe and they have many different 

institutions for you to go to if you have any problems (sidenote: this extensive introduction programme is only 

offered when you do the fall semester. In the spring semester the intro program is much shorter but I don’t 

know the details of that).  

transfer of credits 

Haven’t finished that yet but I don’t think there will be any problems.  

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

See the question about counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

accommodation 

It’s not possible to live on campus, but I think that’s a good thing. Living on campus is very expensive and you 

have to share a bedroom with a freshman or sophomore. A lot of students live off campus but around campus, 

so very close to uni (5 minute walk). Most of the houses are very beautiful and spacious. I shared a house with 4 

American Tulane students which I really enjoyed. I learned how to speak English very well and I learned a lot 

about the Tulane culture. They were really nice and I would encourage everyone to find housing with American 

students because you learn a lot more this way instead of living with people from your own country or only 

international students. Americans are overall really warm and welcoming, especially in New Orleans.    

leisure/culture 

I think this is the most important and beautiful part of my experience abroad to New Orleans. I think it’s the 



 
 

most beautiful city I’ve been to in my life, I truly fell in love with it. Not only is the weather quite nice 

throughout the year, the people are so incredibly wonderful. Everyone is really open, warm and welcoming and 

random people will chat with you when you walk down the street. New Orleans is also called ‘the Big Easy’ 

because everyone’s just enjoying life and there’s always something fun to do like a festival or another party and 

all sorts of different people go to these festivals or parties. New Orleans is of course also the city of music so 

there’s always an amazing band or any other performance to see, most of the times for free. Even at the 

University they’re very relaxed, they encourage you to experience New Orleans at its fullest because it’s such a 

unique city, there’s truly no other place like this in the world. Also when you go in the spring semester you’ll get 

to experience what New Orleans is almost the most famous for: mardi gras! It’s carnival like no other. 

Unfortunately I couldn’t experience mardi gras but it’s definitely on my bucketlist.  

suggestions/tips 

I have a lot of suggestions and tips, but the most important one is: just go to New Orleans! Don’t be held back 

because it’s all the way in the US or because you think it’s too expensive, it’s truly the most incredible 

experience I had in my life and it was all 100% worth it.   

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

YES! I think it’s the best combination between an excellent education and having a lot of fun out of all the 

possible destinations.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

 

 

 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

As soon as I heard I was placed at Tulane, I started the application process. Everything you need can be found in 

the online application form on the TLS website, you just have to follow all the steps. The Law School’s 

international office quickly answered all my questions regarding the application.   

counselling/support at home university 

The UU international office was very helpful during the application process. Whenever I didn’t understand parts 

of the application or when I needed extra documents or signatures from UU, they were willing to help and 

provide the documents very easily. 

academic preparation 

Tulane does not require any academic preparation, because there were 4 weeks of orientation before the 



 
 

semester started. Participating in this orientation was not only helpful as an academic preparation to the 

semester, but also a great way to get to know all the other international students. During the orientation we 

were introduced to the US legal system. I did Comparative Constitutional Law before I went abroad, which was 

helpful but I wouldn’t say any preparation is necessary.  

language preparation 

I didn’t take any language courses before I went to Tulane, and I wouldn’t say it’s necessary if your English is 

reasonable. Of course there are a lot of legal terms you might have never heard of, but you will learn them 

quickly enough as soon as you enrol. Tulane doesn’t require a TOEFL score for Dutch students, so you will not 

have to provide any test results during the application (just let the UU provide you with a waiver). 

finances 

Living in New Orleans is simply more expensive than in Utrecht. Especially rent, because $ 700 is the average 

price for a room Uptown. Also groceries and textbooks (even when you rent them) are more expensive and of 

course you will probably spent more money on going out and taking trips than usual.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

Registration for the courses in the Fall semester started in summer. I already registered for some courses when 

I was still in the Netherlands, but this is not necessary. During the orientation the Law School provided a lot of 

information regarding the course registration. Also, there is a period in which you can add and drop courses so 

that you can see which ones you like the most. I did not experience any difficulties with this.  

academic quality of education/placement activities 

The courses are different from the courses at UU. The courses last a whole semester and there is not the typical 

lecture + seminar structure that UU courses have. You are just required to do the readings before each class 

and listen to the professor during the entire class. Most professors are very passionate and overall the quality 

of the courses was good.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

All employees of the Tulane law school were very helpful to the international students. During both the 

semester and when I was still in the Netherlands, they provided a lot of information and were very open to any 

type of questions.  

transfer of credits 

 

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 



 
 

Although the orientation starts pretty early, I would definitely recommend to participate. You get to learn the 

basics of US law and they also organize activities for the students to get to know each other and New Orleans. 

Although sometimes the days were very long it was a great way to get to know all the other students. I made 

most of my friends during the orientation.  

accommodation 

I lived off campus in the Tulane area, where basically all students live. I found a place on the Tulane Classifieds 

Facebook page already before I arrived in New Orleans. It turned out fine and most of the students find a room 

this way. The rent is very expensive (around $ 700) but it’s a great area and there is a lot of fun stuff to do.  

leisure/culture 

New Orleans is a great city. I fell in love with the place as soon as I arrived there. In the Uptown area where all 

the students live there are a lot of bars and restaurants, you could go out any day if you wanted to. I would 

recommend going when you’re 21, because it’s just easier going out then. Besides Uptown, New Orleans has a 

lot to offer. The Downtown area has a lot of fun places, museums and restaurants.  The city is all about music, 

food and culture  and it’s just awesome to be there. The people are very warm and open and you will feel 

welcome immediately.   

suggestions/tips 

      

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

Yes! I really had an amazing time at Tulane and I will miss it a lot. Tulane is a great university and besides 

campus life there is the beautiful city of New Orleans.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Just go there, you will have the time of your life (especially if you like going out). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

2016-2017 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

The exchange application process was easy. Simply provide the requested documents on time and you will 

quickly receive a reply. If documents are not fully in order, you will be requested to adjust the documents instead 

of simply being informed that you are not eligible for the exchange due to nonconforming documentation. Please 

note that Tulane Law School has a waiver for the English tests that are normally needed. You would have to 

consult with the admissions office of Tulane Law School in order to receive this waiver.  

counselling/support at home university 

Although I did not use a great amount of the support options at Utrecht University, the options that I used were 

adequate. My questions were answered adequately in a reasonable timeframe.  

academic preparation 

Specific academic preparation is not needed. Comparative law classes might come in handy but generally 

speaking all academic topics will be slowly introduced to you at Law School. Tulane Law School provided an 

introductory program that I would highly recommend.  

language preparation 

If you want to get most out of your time abroad, fluent English (both verbal and in writing) is an absolute must. 

Although a legal English class might be useful, the legal English used will differ per class. E.g. A procedural 

criminal law class will use other legal English that a business law class. Therefore, it might be best to focus on 

English in general instead of trying to study all legal English out there.  

finances 

For a Dutch law student, the biggest downside to studying at Tulane Law School are the finances. Rent is 

generally around $600-700 a month, groceries are twice as expensive and study materials such as books might 

cost you around $300 each. 

I did not find any substantial scholarships for exchange programs to the US.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

The study programme and the classes offered are diverse and challenging. Tulane Law School’s main areas of 

outstanding focus are environmental and maritime law. I have a personal interest in corporate/business law 

and found enough good classes to fill a semester. Work load is manageable but prepare to spend a lot of time in 

the library when finals arrive. Most classes only have one exam per semester.  

academic quality of education/placement activities 



 
 

The academic quality of the education I received is high. Professors take the time to teach you theirknowledge 

and experience. They are also very approachable and open to any questions, whether its in or out of class. 

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

The employees at Tulane Law School are very friendly and will be able to help you with most of your classes. 

There is an international student body of both Tulane University and Tulane Law School.  

transfer of credits 

The transfer of credits was okay. One class was not classified as a Law School class and therefore I only received 

1 ECTS for that class. I would recommend checking if the classes you intend will be transferred to the amount of 

credits you would need to finish your educational program at Utrecht. 

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

There is an orientation programme that starts at the end of July. Socially, this program is great. You get to meet 

your peers and there is plenty of time to explore town during these weeks. You will also receive some credits 

for the program. Academically, the program has its flaws. Although most classes (criminal law, constitutional 

law, property law) are of a high level, the Legal writing class is a bore. The level of English is remarkably low, 

causing the professors to spend most of their time trying to boost the level of the least fluent students in the 

class, leaving the already fluent students without any challenge. As far as I know, this part of the program might 

be changed next year.  

accommodation 

As stated above, accommodation is expensive. If you find a place that is considerably cheaper to rent, chances 

are big it is a dump. As for location, look into the gold zone system on Tulane’s website to get an idea where 

you can easily go.  

I would personally recommend looking at the Tulane Housing Facebook page or look at craigslist for any offers. 

Furthermore, try to live with American students instead of other internationals. You will get a good feeling of 

American college culture and get friends for life.  

leisure/culture 

Next to studying at Tulane, New Orleans knows many ‘distractions’. Go to Frenchman street for great music, go 

to the lake for great seafood, visit the Arts museum and have a great time overall. The relaxed culture of the 

city is simply amazing. During your stay you will encounter a lot of different subcultures throughout the city and 

learn more and more about the history of New Orleans.  

suggestions/tips 

Special suggestions are: The Fly Park, have a bikeride on the Mississippi River Trail, The Collums Hotel Bar, The 



 
 

Bucket, Snake & Jakes Christmas Club! 

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

Yes, great place to study and have a wonderful exchange program. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

 

2015-2016 
 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

The application process is pretty straightforward. You can find all the necessary instructions 

online and if anything is unclear, don’t hesitate to contact either the UU international office or 

Tulane University. It does take a while to collect all the necessary paperwork so it’s important 

to start early and read all the emails and instructions carefully, so that you don’t miss 

anything. 

counselling/support at home university 

The information meetings that are organised by the International Office are very helpful as 

they help you decide where you want to go and all the things you need to do before you’ll be 

ready. Further on in the process, I found that the people at the International Office are 

always very willing and happy to help with any questions you may have.  

academic preparation 

I went abroad in the last year of my bachelor’s, and found that no specific academic 

preparation was necessary.      

language preparation 

While Utrecht University doesn’t have a language requirement in their selection process, 

Tulane does. They require a minimum TOEFL score of 90 (out of 120). I recommend applying 

for the TOEFL test early on, as the available dates fill up pretty quickly and you want to make 

sure that you get your required score to submit to Tulane. I also took a Legal English course 



 
 

at Babel Institute in Utrecht and while this was helpful, it’s not necessary to take this course 

if your English is already pretty good.       

finances 

Tulane requires you to have a certain amount of money available for the semester, which 

you need to prove to them by submitting a bank statement. I found that the required 

amount was sufficient to cover all my expenses during the semester (housing, books, food, 

fun activities, etc.).       

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

It’s fun to choose the courses you’re going to take at Tulane, yet pretty difficult. They have a 

huge selection of courses but they won’t all be available to you as an exchange student. 

Firstly because not all courses are offered each semester, secondly because some courses 

have prerequisite requirements that you probably will not have fulfilled. However, once you 

filter all of those out there are still plenty of interesting courses available.   

academic quality of education/placement activities 

I found the quality of education at Tulane to be very good. Of course it differs a little 

between courses, as all professors are different. However, in my experience every professor 

is very qualified and motivated. 

The teaching style at Tulane is a little bit different than we’re used to in Utrecht. They don’t 

have designated lectures and working groups like we have, it’s more like a mix between the 

two. I can’t speak for all courses because I only took courses with very small class sizes (20 

people max.), but I found that these sessions can get very intense. I definitely had to do all 

my reading before every class, because the teachers will “cold call” you and expect you to 

come up with a satisfying answer.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

The support at Tulane is very good. It’s definitely useful to get in touch with Maria Landry at 

the International Office, because she can probably help you with whatever you need. I 

contacted here before coming to New Orleans because I had some trouble with my visa 

application, and she did everything she could to help me get everything done as quickly as 



 
 

possible. Additionally, Colleen Timmons, who is the assistant dean of academic services at 

Tulane Law, is available for any academic questions you may have. So if you have any trouble 

registering for courses, she is the one to contact. Both ladies have been very helpful during 

my time at Tulane. 

transfer of credits 

To get your Tulane credits transferred onto your UU transcript, there are a couple of things 

you need to do. First of all, as soon as you have registered for classes you need to get your 

courses approved by the Utrecht University examencommissie. There’s a form on the UU 

website that you can use for this. They want to make sure you’re not taking courses that you 

could have taken at home, or that are too similar to anything offered at UU. Once your 

courses are approved, you won’t have to do anything until the end of the semester when you 

get your grades back. At that point you need to request an official transcript from Tulane and 

have them send it to Utrecht University. The examencommissie will then process your 

grades, convert them to Dutch grades for your GPA, and put them on your UU transcript.   

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

The orientation programme depends on when you go on exchange. In the fall semester 

there’s apparently a whole week, but as I went in the spring I can’t really tell you anything 

about that. In the spring semester, there are two welcome/orientation days. For the most 

part those days are for all new exchange students, not only the ones at law school. I 

definitely recommend going to this: it’s a great way to meet the other new exchange 

students and make some new friends in your first couple of days at Tulane. The information 

they provide is also very helpful. They will show you where things are (dining hall, library 

etc.) and give a lot of practical information. Of course they will also talk about safety a lot, as 

this is America. We got a presentation on gun violence (what to do when there’s an active 

shooter situation on campus) and some information about the safety situation in New 

Orleans. This might give you the feeling that New Orleans is not a very safe place to be, but 

in my experience you will be fine if you’re careful, i.e. don’t walk alone after dark. Besides 

that, don’t let them scare you too much! 

accommodation 



 
 

It can be difficult to find housing when you’re still in the Netherlands, but I don’t recommend 

waiting until you get there. It’s possible to find something - just get in touch with Maria 

Landry at the International Office, and become a member of the Tulane Classifieds facebook 

groups where a lot of people usually put rooms up for rent.  

leisure/culture 

Tulane is a very interesting city, culturally. In my experience it’s definitely different from 

other major cities in the US. The city has a lot of history that has shaped its culture. The 

atmosphere is very relaxed and there’s always a ton of fun things to do and activities going 

on - definitely check out the French Quarter where there are tons of fun bars and 

restaurants! It’s not in the same neighborhood as Tulane but you can get there by streetcar, 

shuttle or cab. During the spring semester, Mardi Gras is definitely the main attraction in 

New Orleans. Then later in the season there’s also Crawfest at Tulane, and Jazz Fest which is 

a major music festival. I also recommend going on a swamp tour (spot some alligators!), 

check out Audubon Park and the Fly (a great spot to hang out with your friends and watch 

the sunset).  

suggestions/tips 

You can use the Reilly Center (Tulane gym) for free, which is great because they also offer a 

ton of classes that are free to participate in, and have an indoor- and outdoor pool. 

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

I definitely recommend going to Tulane! You will certainly get a unique experience that you’ll 

never forget, and it’s impossible not to fall in love with this city.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2014 -2015  
 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

The application process was pretty straightforward, but of course you need to take your time to fill in the forms 

and get all the info and documents you need. It takes a while and not everything goes smoothly but in the end 

it’s all worth it. If you’re in doubt about something, don’t hesitate to ask the International Office at Utrecht 

University or Tulane University. They’re more than willing to help!  

counselling/support at home university 

The information meetings at Utrecht University were very useful to get to know all the ins and outs of going 

abroad. It gets you motivated and thinking about where you want to go and what you need to do before you 

can actually enjoy spending your time abroad. And again, don’t hesitate to ask questions! You can go to Q&A 

meetings, send an email or just walk into the office.  

academic preparation 

I was in my masters when I went abroad. There was no extra academic preparation necessary.  

language preparation 

For Tulane University there was no language requirement, but they do offered an Intensive English Course 

before the start of university. I did attend the course and it was really nice to get acquainted with English once 

again before starting with Law School, but it’s not necessary if your English is already up to date.    

finances 

Tulane University requires you to have a certain amount of money, which you need to present to them by 

giving them a bank statement. The amount required was in my case sufficient for housing, books, living costs 

(food, furnishing et cetera), travelling in the USA, bars, dinners and cultural expenses, but it’s always useful to 

have some extra money, just in case.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

It was difficult and fun to choose all the courses. Difficult because there were so many great options to choose 

from and because you have to fit them all into your schedule. Fun because it’s really exciting to follow these 

courses at an American University.  

Keep in mind that not all the courses are offered every semester. So don’t get your hopes up to high when you 

browse the website. But I’m sure you’ll find something that really appeals to you. I chose the following courses: 

International Criminal Law, Family Law, Negotiation and Mediation Advocacy and Comparative Constitutional 

Law. I really enjoyed all of them. Negotiation and Mediation was a practical course, you had to negotiate a lot, 



 
 

it was very interesting and challenging and a good way to get to know your fellow American students and 

practice your English. I would also recommend choosing a course that focuses on American Law, in my case 

Family Law, because it gives you the opportunity to experience the differences (and similarities) in the Dutch 

and American Law systems. 

academic quality of education/placement activities 

The average quality of education was quite similar to ours. The way in which they teach is a bit different. At the 

Law School they only give lectures, not small working groups. But in the lectures they do ask questions. So it’s 

kind of a combination between a lecture and a working group. Also, for most courses the preparation only 

contains reading material. You don’t have any writing tasks.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

The counselling at Tulane University was very good. You could always walk into the office and ask your 

questions. It was very useful to get in contact with Ms. Landry (International Office), especially before coming to 

the USA. She was more than willing to help to connect me to people who were subleasing their rooms and she 

could answer many of my other questions.  

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

In the fall semester they have an introduction week, in the spring (when I attended) only a one-day 

introduction. You should definitely go to this introduction; it’s a great way to get in contact with other 

international students. It also helps you to get an idea of what will be happening the coming months. They talk 

a lot about safety, so much that you don’t feel safe at all. But you just have to get used to the fact that it’s not 

safe to walk alone in the dark. Just walk with your friends or use the shuttle, which Tulane provides.  

accommodation 

It can be difficult to find housing when you’re still in the Netherlands but it’s definitely possible. Like I said 

before, just get in contact with the International Office and look at the Tulane Classifieds Facebook page and 

you’ll probably find something you like.  

leisure/culture 

New Orleans is very different from the rest of the cities in the USA; it’s quite a unique city. It’s way more 

relaxed and has more history to it than most cities. There are a lot of bars, museums, restaurants and in spring 

time definitely don’t miss out on Mardi Gras and be sure to go on a swamp tour ;) There are lots of activities 

outdoors like food- and music festivals (Jazz fest!!), canoe trips, paddle boarding et cetera (Reily Center at 

Tulane University) 

The Law School/Campus is not downtown (French Quarter), but you can get there by shuttle, car, bus or 

streetcar.  



 
 

suggestions/tips 

You can use the Reily Center at Tulane University for free! (gym, pool et cetera). 

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

I would really recommend going to Tulane University in New Orleans. I had a wonderful time!! I met so many 

new people, made new friends, explored New Orleans and the rest of the south of the USA. It was something I’ll 

never forget.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Be open minded and let yourself be impressed by the city and Tulane University! 

If you’re graduating right after you return to the Netherlands please make sure that you have the transcript 

a.s.a.p. so that you can give it on time to the “Examencommissie”. If you’re one day too late you’ll miss out 

on the graduation ceremony and they won’t make any exceptions, which is very disappointing.  

 

 
 

2012-2013 
 
 
Since the spring of 2012, The UU has established an exchange program with Tulane University in New 
Orleans, Louisiana in the United States. 
This university has established relationships with a large number of universities all over the world, 
including the University of Amsterdam. In the fall of 2012, I was the first student from the University 
Utrecht to go on an exchange to Tulane. 
Because of my application for an exchange to various universities in de US, the International Office 
brought to my attention that Tulane University in New Orleans was also one of the options for an 
exchange in the US. After some research on the university and the city, I decided to take on the 
challenge of being the first student from Utrecht to study at Tulane University. 
 
Preparation 
Applying to any university in the US requires quite some effort. You need to apply for a special visa, 
including registration for SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Program). Besides that, Tulane 
University requires a lot of extra information regarding for example your financials and your health. It 
is required to state how much money you (or your parents) have available for the exchange and this 
has to be supported with signed letters from the banks in which you have that money. Also a signed 
form from your doctor regarding your immunization is required. It is a lot of work, but as soon as you 
get in touch with Tulane through email (which is really just sending and email introducing yourself as 
soon as you get the contact from the International Office), you’ll get a lot of help, all your questions 
will be answered within a few days and it is possible to send your application and all of the required 
documents through email as well. They will also send you a welcome packet with a lot of information 
on everything that is relevant, and in general they are very helpful and they really want to make sure 
that everything goes right during your pre-departure period. Still it is very important that you do take 
all of the deadlines and other requirements in consideration; if they give the advice that you’ll need 
$8000 for one semester, do make sure that you show that you have that amount of money available. 
The estimation of living expenses given by the university is a pretty good estimation and should be 
taken seriously. 



 
 

Tulane University does not require any proof of language proficiency from UU students, but you are 
applying to a Law School in the US, so it is very recommendable that you work on your English, 
especially if your writing isn’t that good. Officially they also require that international students 
(including exchange students) have a GPA of at least 3.20 (Which is equivalent to a Dutch grade of 
7,25). My GPA was higher than that, but still I wasn’t asked about it during the application procedure. 
Finally, New Orleans is not a city with a main intercontinental airport, so have in mind that you’ll have 
to transfer in the US and that your flight tickets will not be cheap. Try to get the tickets as early as 
possible. 
 
Study abroad 
When you apply for the fall semester, Tulane University offers two courses before the actual 
semester begins: an English course which starts in June and the orientation course + introduction to 
the US Law, which starts mid July. I didn’t attend the English course, because I was still doing courses 
in Utrecht, but I did attend the orientation course. This course is a real course in which you’ll have 
classes in US Law 5 days a week, during 4 weeks, but you do get 2 credits if you pass it and it is 
essential to start the actual courses during the fall semester without a lack of crucial knowledge. The 
studying is combined with all kinds of activities to get acquainted with the university, the city and the 
other international students. Even though you do give up you summer break, with this course you’ll 
establish the base for your exchange; on an educational as well as on a social level. Another 
advantage of doing this course is that your basically the only student in the law school together with 
the other internationals, so you’ll be able to register for fall semester courses before the American 
students get back and you can discover the university and the campus relatively easy. 
As soon as the fall semester starts, everything changes. The campus is loaded with people, you’ll have 
your own schedule, and you’ll be in classes with mainly American students. 
Tulane offers a lot of different courses. It is possible to take the so called “first year” courses, which 
are courses in basic American Law (contracts, civil procedure, criminal law etc) but most of the 
international students take the “upper class” courses, because of interests in more internationally 
oriented fields of law. Environmental law, Human Rights, Maritime law, Comparative Private law are 
just a couple of examples of courses given at Tulane. The level of education is quite high. It is quite 
usual to take 3-4 courses of each 4 hours a week. There are no lectures but only class sessions (there 
usually around 20-40 people taking a class) and the classes are meant to be interactive. The professor 
is there to support the discussion between the students and to give hypothetical cases on which the 
students can reflect. You are expected to be prepared and to be ready when called upon. There are 
no midterms but only one exam at the end of the semester. Keeping up with the materials is crucial if 
you want to prepare yourself decently for the final exam. 
Because the professors have complete freedom to set up their courses, contact with the professors is 
fairly easy. It is quite normal to have a chat after class with the professor, or to drop by his/her office. 
Contact through email is also quite usual and most professors have no problem if this is done is a 
more casual way.  
The American classmates in general are quite friendly, but they are much more individualistic when it 
comes to helping each other out, because of the grading pressure that they have. Besides that they 
have their own social life. In the end you’ll keep hanging around with the other internationals, more 
than with the Americans. 
Tulane University offers a lot of services for if you’re in need of any support. The people responsible 
for the international students are in office 5 days a week during office hours, the dean is as well and 
there are multiple offices on campus for career advice, financial problems, housing, health problems, 
security issues; basically every issue is covered. You can always reach out with problems to the 
coordinators for the international students, which are ex-students and who you’ll get to know 
personally. 
The transfer of credits is pretty easy as well; you just have to request it online (on your personalized 
page, comparable to Osiris) and they’ll send the transcript of records to your home address in The 
Netherlands. Once you receive it, you take it to the Examencommissie and they will take care of 
everything else. 
 
Student Life 
As I already pointed out, there is an orientation course during the summer during which you get 
familiar with the university, the people and the city. I will not discuss this course any further. 



 
 

One of the first major challenges is accommodation. New Orleans has a lot of rooms and apartments 
for rent. Through sites that the university offers, but also through craigslist it is quite easy to find 
those offers, but it is not so easy to actually find the right place. First of all, the rooms offered on the 
websites of the university are mostly from students looking for roommates during the entire year. 
Since the exchange is only for one semester, it is not likely that you’ll find something using this 
method. The other option is craigslist. Here you’ll find people who are more flexible, but chances are 
that you’ll have to rent an entire apartment on your own, which is often quite expensive. Important is 
that you shouldn’t hesitate to directly contact people offering accommodations. Calling is still the 
fastest way to get into contact with these people and the faster you are, the more change you have to 
find a good and affordable place. A normal price for a decent small (1 bedroom) apartment starts at 
around $650 a month. For a room in house with a couple of roommates a reasonable starting price 
would be around $500. Make sure your apartment/room has a decent working air conditioning and 
that the windows are not broken. The houses in New Orleans are almost all made of wood so the 
temperature in the houses is basically the same as the one outside. Besides that they are old houses. 
Expect things to be broken or simply just not looking good. If you really want a modern place of high 
quality, you’ll be easily paying $1000 dollars a month or more. 
 
New Orleans is a unique city. It is the oldest city of the US with a strong French and Spanish tradition. 
This makes it place which for Europeans is quite familiar: especially when it comes to the food culture 
and restaurants you’ll find that it is quite comparable with the French and Spanish traditions.  For an 
American city, it also has a lot of historic value, which can be noticed in the architecture, museums 
and the history that almost every street/place has. This is something that I really enjoyed. 
Besides this European influence, New Orleans is also famous for the influence of the local Indian, Afro 
American and Caribbean population. This combination of cultures all mixed together has manifested 
itself in a unique “mini culture” called Cajun. Especially the Cajun kitchen is unique in the world. 
Internationally New Orleans became famous as the birthplace of Jazz. It is a city where live music can 
be found on every corner of the street (especially in the downtown area) and in every bar. The local 
jazz and brass bands are received everywhere as hero’s, and there is not a single self respecting 
American Jazz, Blues or Rock artist that wouldn’t be honored to perform in one of the many venues in 
New Orleans.  
I would recommend exploring the bars outside the downtown (touristic) area; On Magazine Street, 
Oak Street and in the Warehouse District there are some great bars, restaurants and shops with 
always a more local and vibrant crowd. Go see a show of some local musicians (like the Rebirth Brass 
band); Visit one of the many local festivals (Satchmo fest, Gretna fest) which is a guarantee for a 
complete day of the very best the city has to offer; Finally, go on a on a swamp tour, which is a unique 
change to visit the beautiful swamps of Louisiana and see dozens of wild alligators. 
 
One particular, but very important issue is the hurricanes. From August until November it’s officially 
hurricane season, which means that during that period hurricanes form on the Atlantic Ocean and can 
come in the direction of New Orleans. First of all: the “wet” months are July and August, so when 
you’re halfway through September the chances of a hurricane diminish quite strongly. Second: don’t 
be scared away by all of the things you saw in the news about Katrina and all of the brochures you get 
as soon as you arrive. Yes there is a possibility that a hurricane hits New Orleans, but the city is much 
better prepared for it than during Katrina; you’ll get all of the information you need when the 
situation does arrive, and when the expectations are really bad evacuation to other cities is quite 
easy. Finally, the entire city, including your friends and the university are in the same situation when 
something happens, so you’ll find a lot of support coming from them, at least that’s what I 
experienced during hurricane Isaac. After the hurricane the city takes some time to recover (think 
about cleaning up the streets and getting the power back in the entire city). The university is closed 
during the hurricane and a couple days after the hurricane, but emergency numbers are always 
available and it is even possible to find shelter on campus during the hurricane if you don’t wish to 
stay at your own place. 
 
Conclusion and tips 
Studying at Tulane University and in New Orleans is something very special. You’ll get the high quality 
standards of a privately funded university in the US, in combination with all the leisure and pleasure 
that the city has to offer. The location of Tulane in the Uptown area is perfect, because your daily 



 
 

student life takes place in one of the most secure and peaceful areas of the city, while the downtown 
area and all of the other neighborhoods with bars and restaurants are within a normal traveling 
distance. Because of the subtropical climate you can go out in a t-shirt and shorts during almost the 
entire semester and the relaxed Caribbean “state of mind” of the local people makes sure that you 
get quite confortable with a more easy and less stressful way of life, even though you are in Law 
School. Don’t expect the buses or cabs to be on time though, they probably take it even more relaxed 
than you do. A lesson in patience (especially in the beginning) is recommendable. 
I really recommend to go there as early as possible (for example right after your final exams in June) 
because the sooner you get there, the easier it is to find a place to live (maybe live together with an 
other international student) and of course be there for the orientation course, which is crucial to get 
confortable before the fall semester starts. Everything will become much more clear and will fix itself 
during these four weeks.  
During the semester, try to talk with the professors. They are all very experienced, experts in their 
field and some of them even internationally known. Most of them are quite open and interesting in 
getting to know new students. This is not a usual thing to do here in The Netherlands, but it is at 
Tulane and you’ll only benefit from it. 
Concerning more practical matters, it’s a pretty good idea to get a credit card (here in Holland), a US 
mobile phone number and bank account as soon as possible. This will save you a lot of trouble with 
practical issues.  
An exchange to Tulane is not just an exchange to New Orleans, but also to The United States, so try to 
go on a vacation during one of the breaks. From New Orleans it’s fairly easy and cheap to travel 
around by plane or by car. 
My final suggestion is that you just go there with a completely open mind and no prejudice 
whatsoever. Just think of it as starting a new life. That’s the best way to gain the ultimate experience 
from all of the completely different people you’re going to meet in this city and from everything the 
city has to offer. Tulane University is really a part of New Orleans, and it would be a shame if you 
missed out on a lot of special and valuable experiences that are so close to you while studying at 
Tulane. 
 


