
 

 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college Faculty of Science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s   

name study programme Information Sciences 

 

destination city & country Binghamton, United States of America 

name university abroad  Binghamton University 

start date 13 / 08 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 14 / 12 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

     
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The whole process might feel a bit tedious at some points, but looking back at it, it wasn’t all too bad. Just make 

sure to start in time and get all the required documents in time, since it will take some time and effort to receive 

some documents. And if you don’t understand something, just ask! 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office always responded to my e-mails quickly. 

academic preparation 

Not much, since this was during my 3rd year 

language preparation 

Not much, since a part of my degree is already in English 

finances 

I saved up money and kept my student loan going for the time I was abroad. Also don’t forget to apply for the 

money you get instead of using your student public transport. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took the courses World Regional Geography, Supply Chain Management, Jewish New York and Consumer 

Behaviour.  They were all pretty doable and interesting. If there are courses you want to take, but you’re not 

sure if you can, just try to get into them anyway. I got into a course in the most selective school without really 

having the prerequisites. 

academic quality of education activities 

Overall, the level at Binghamton is lower compared to Utrecht, but the workload is higher. You get more 

smaller, weekly assignments and less big projects. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

There is a lot of information online, and you can always write an e-mail to the International Office or hop by. 

transfer of credits 

I haven’t done this yet. 

 



STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

You’ll arrive on campus a week before the regular students, so it’s nice to have some activities to go to in order 

to get you familiar with the new school and meet new people. Again, it will feel tedious at moments, but it’s not 

that bad. Just try to talk to as many people as possible, you’re all in the same boat! 

accommodation 

I lived in College-in-the-woods, which I can highly recommend. I lived in a suite with 5 guys, and they became 

one of the best friends I made at Bing. The building “Cayuga” got renovated 2 years ago, and it is pretty easy to 

meet people that live on your floor. The dining hall is also pretty decent and it is close to most classes.  

leisure & culture 

While the City of Binghamton doesn’t really have that much to offer, there are still enough things to do. There 

are a lot of clubs (seriously, a lot), but personally I spent a lot of time travelling. I went to Canada twice, to NYC 

twice and to several smaller towns and cities around Binghamton (I’d definitely recommend Ithica).  

suggestions/tips 

Most internationals are up for travelling, so try to get a group together. A great way to get around other than 

the busses is Zipcar. They have two locations on campus, and it’s really convenient.  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Definitely, the campus is a great place to do stuff and meet lots of new people! Binghamton is also pretty 

central, so there are enough opportunities for travelling. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Travel as much as you can. You can leave Friday afternoon and come back Sunday night and still have a blast! 

You should also try to travel before or after the semester. Also, try to talk to as many people as possible. 

Whenever they hear an accent, they usually are interested right away, and it’s a good way to make friends.  

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

Please contact me if you have any questions! My e-mail is: j.j.m.hicks@students.uu.nl, my Facebook is: Joshua Hicks, and my 
Instagram is joshuahicks1. I travelled for a month after the semester, so for inspiration check out: joshu_s_a 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Social Sciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme 

destination city & country Binghamton NY, USA 

name university abroad Binghamton University 

start date 13 / 08 / 2018 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 14 / 12 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application was fairly easy, the guidance from both university, Utrecht and Binghamton, was very helpful and 

you don’t have to do everything at once, the process has several stages with enough time to prepare everything 

(like financial documents, but also getting a passport etc.) 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

As mentioned above, the counselling and support was very helpful. Whenever I had a question I would send out 

an email and get an answer back in only a day or so.  

academic preparation 

I didn’t do much academic preparation, the classes I took were in the same faculty so I didn’t need to prepare 

basically. 

language preparation 

I already speak English fluently, I have several international friends and flatmates, so that wasn’t a problem 

either. 

finances 

I am lucky that my family could pay for my study abroad, but besides that I worked and tried to save up as much 

as I can, since I was planning on travelling a lot in the US. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The study programme is very flexible, you can choose classes in all faculties (colleges), as long as you have the 

needed knowledge (like classes, same as in Utrecht). Before you even leave to Binghamton, you have to make a 

study plan with all the classes you are planning to take, these classes have to be approved by Utrecht 

University. As soon as the classes are approved you can communicate the classes to the contact person in 

Binghamton who will sign you up for classes. I had the idea that international exchange students are priority, so 

most of the time there is no problem with signing you up for the classes you’re interested in. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic level in the US is a little bit lower than in the Netherlands, but there is more work during the 

semester. Although the classes are a little bit easier than what I was used to in the Netherlands, I had to do lots 

of reading and had to write several papers. I also had a class that had a pop quiz every once in a while, so 

preparing for classes is more important and they check more often if you’re doing the work they ask you to do. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 



I didn’t have many problems (which is a good sign) during the semester, but whenever I had a question there is 

always someone to go to, and Sue from the International Office is always there if you have questions, no matter 

what the subject. 

transfer of credits 

As I am writing this report, I haven’t received the transferred credits yet, but before my study abroad I checked 

with Utrecht University what the transfer would be. Most of the classes are 4 credits, which is 8 ECTS. Besides 

that I checked with the International Office in Binghamton is there are any frequent problems with transferring 

credits, which shouldn’t be a problem according  to Sue. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the first week there are some activities for the international students, which is very nice way to meet all the 

internationals and for me also a way to meet my friends I had during my semester (and still have!). When all the 

American students arrive, there are a lot of activities, like a hypnotist show, an outside movie showing, and a lot 

more activities organized on campus. Besides all the activities on campus, all the fraternities and sororities have 

open houses and parties in the first week (which is called syllie week, since you get all the syllabi in your classes) 

accommodation 

I lived on campus and I would totally recommend living on campus. Everything is close by and everything you 

need is on campus, plus there are a lot of clubs you can join who are all based on campus. For me, I thought it 

was nice to have dining hall for a semester, I love cooking but this way you have more time to socialize! Also, 

the most rooms on campus are doubles, so there are 2 people in 1 room. I didn’t have a problem with that, 

although I wasn’t best friends with my roommate, he was quiet and we never had problems. Living on campus 

is a good way to meet new people, I lived in College in the Woods and I basically knew everyone on my floor! 

leisure & culture 

Binghamton is a small city, there is not much to do but they have some fun activities around. For example, the 

Luma festival is a light festival (like Glow in Eindhoven, but smaller), which was a fun thing to go to. Besides 

that, there is a lot of beautiful nature around, good for hikes etc. (the Outdoors club, or  Outdoors Pursuits club 

organize several hikes during the semester, would recommend!). Binghamton is situated in the middle of New 

York state, which is only 3 hours from NYC (good for weekends away), but also close to Canada,  the finger lakes 

in upstate New York etc. 

suggestions/tips 

As I wrote above, NYC is obviously a must, but I would also recommend going to Canada and the other cities 

along the east coast (Boston, Washington DC etc.) 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would totally recommend going to Binghamton. It is a classical American campus experience with lots of things 

to do and to go to fairly nearby. 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

Yes, of course! Gmail: philipjanssen06@gmail.com / instagram: philip.janssen / Facebook: Philip Janssen. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Beta faculty 

Level: X bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Chemistry 

Destination city & country Binghamton, United States 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University 

Purpose of exchange X study/courses   work placement   field work   other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

09-01-2017

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 09-06-2017

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

In the beginning it took some time before I had a clear image of how to apply, but after I submitted 

the first application everything was very clear. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

The international office always answered my questions, and processes were clear 

Academic preparation: 

I did not do any academic preparation 

Language preparation: 

I did no language preparation 

Finances: 

I paid this semester from my savings 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

The international office in Binghamton was always very helpful. They only did not always respond in 

time, which is why I was still registered for a class I wanted to drop 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The way of teaching is very different from the way it is in Utrecht, you get a lot more small 

assignments during the semester, but I liked this way of teaching. Overall the level of difficulty was 

definitely lower than in Utrecht 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Everybody was always very helpful if you couldn’t find something and also online you could find a 

lot of information 



Transfer of credits: 

Not yet done, but the university is supposed to send my grades directly to Utrecht University 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

Because I started in the winter, there was very little orientation. We only had an orientation for the 

exchange students and was mostly about the academics. I kinda missed an orientation for all the 

other things there are to do at the university, which they do have if you go for the first semester. 

Accommodation: 

The rooms were small, but okay. It was nice to have a kitchen so you could make your own dinner 

Leisure/culture: 

There were a lot of activities on campus, but because there was no real introduction to them in the 

second semester. I had a hard time finding and joining them. The city of Binghamton is not very 

interesting and if you’re not 21 there is not really much to do. 

Suggestions/tips: 

Try to find someone to travel with and go away in the weekends. NYC is just 4 hours away (which 

is very close for US standards). Try renting a car with a group, because you really can’t get 

anywhere without 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

The campus and the people there were a lot of fun, I made a lot of great friends. But Binghamton 

itself is not very interesting. They do have a nature preserve, but in the winter it is not really 

accessible. 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Go travelling! It’s the best thing I did. There are a lot of Greyhounds you can take and maybe try to 

rent a car, which greatly enhances the area where you can get in a weekend. And driving in the US 

is easy, you can easily drive 500 km in a day, no problem 

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Humanities 

Level: x bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: English language and culture 

Destination city & country Binghamton, NY, United States 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University 

Purpose of exchange x study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

11/08/2015 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 16/01/2016 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

I knew from the first week in Utrecht that I wanted to go abroad for a semester to study. I went to a 

few information meetings and I started my application on time. I wanted to go somewhere in the 

United States but did not really have a strong preference. I ended up getting my third choice, and in 

retrospect it should’ve been my first choice because it was probably the best match for me. Make 

sure that all three choices would be places where you would want to go, because it’s definitely 

possible that you don’t get your first or even your second choice. No matter where you go, the 

experience will still be amazing!   

Counselling/support at home university: 

The support from the home university was good. The contact person for North America, Ingrid, was 

very helpful and quick to reply to questions. 

Academic preparation: 

I didn’t do that much academic preparation. Before you go abroad, you can look on the exchange 

university’s website to see which courses are interesting. Some higher level courses are not open to 

students who haven’t done the introductory courses at the exchange university, so if there is a 

course you really want to take you might want to look at options to take a similar introductory 

course at Utrecht University.  

Language preparation: 

Since most of my courses in Utrecht are already in English, I didn’t do any language preparation for 

my study abroad semester.  

Finances: 

Since I knew early on that I wanted to go abroad, I saved a lot of money for it. I saved half my 

money from summer jobs, and also loaned a large amount of money monthly from DUO. I also got 



the OV-refund from DUO as well as some financial support from my parents. The financial planning 

you have to do for your application is a very helpful tool. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

For the application process I already looked at courses I wanted to take at each of my three 

choices, but after getting accepted to my third choice I changed my mind about them. There are so 

many options at Binghamton University, and I ended up picking three courses that fit in well with 

my major, and a course that was very different but had always been a personal interest of mine. I 

took Children’s Lit, Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology, Language in Conflict, and Nutrition. 

They were all very interesting so I definitely recommend these classes! If you take Nutrition, 

definitely choose the class taught by Sarah, she’s the best. The options are limitless, so definitely 

do something fun if you think your exam committee will approve it! There is also an add/drop week 

at Binghamton, which means that you have some time to see if you actually like the courses you 

picked and if you don’t, you can drop the class and add a new one.  

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The quality of education at Binghamton is great. It feels very different from Utrecht. I’d say the 

level at Binghamton is lower compared to Utrecht, but it’s a more engaging academic setting.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Sue and Jie from the international office at Binghamton are AMAZING. They are so helpful and also 

up for a chat whenever. They really work hard to make the exchange students feel at home. In 

addition to them, Binghamton has a wide range of activities and facilities for international students 

because there are so many international students there. They also host a support group for 

international student who are struggling, they have a counselling center, etc… The support at 

Binghamton for all their students is fantastic. 

Transfer of credits: 

It’s really easy to transfer your credits when you return to Utrecht. I picked up my transcript at 

Student Services and had to hand them in at my faculty’s studiepunt. I filled in a form online about 

my classes, and a short time later I had my credits and grades. (Before you go abroad you have to 

fill in a form to ask permission for your classes as well! This wasn’t mandatory, but it’s nice to know 

that you will get credits for the classes you are taking before you’re finished with them.) 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

We had two orientation programs: one for the exchange students, and another one for international 

students. The exchange students’ orientation programme was nice. We went to a local diner, to a 

baseball game, etc. We were a small group so we quickly became friends in the first week. We had 

to arrive a week early to the university, so everything else was pretty dead though. The other  

orientation programs were fine, a lot of practical information that didn’t apply to us since we were 

only staying one or two semesters. But there were still some fun activities planned, so we still had 

a good time. 

Accommodation: 

I lived in Susquehanna, in the Apartment Communities. I really loved it. It’s a quiet community, so 



there are no parties here etc. It’s really nice because you can study at home. In the Apartment 

Communities you have your own room and a kitchen. It’s really not far from campus AT ALL. It’s a 

short walk. Susquehanna is perfect if you want your own room, a kitchen, privacy and quiet, you’re 

still close to campus and to Hillside, the other apartment community where they do allow parties 

etc. Note: Housing at Binghamton is very expensive, but worth it. It’s an amazing experience to 

live on campus. You make so many friends, going to the dining hall is fun, and it’s nice to just roll 

out of bed ten minutes before class and still make it on time.  

Leisure/culture: 

There are so many activities and clubs at BU! At the beginning of the semester there is a big fair 

where you can see all the clubs that are on campus. If it’s your thing, definitely join! There is 

something for everyone. Also make sure to keep your eye on the events calender. I went to see 

Nev Schulman from Catfish speak in the events centre, and also went on an organized hike in the 

amazing nature (the State of New York is beautiful!!) and to a cider mill with a fellow Dutch 

exchange student. There are also some international organizations that organize trips. I went to 

Ithaca to see Cornell and the waterfalls with some other exchange students and it was great. 

Definitely take advantage of all the great things that people do for the international students at BU! 

Suggestions/tips: 

If you live in the Apartment Communities, still get a meal plan! Because officially you don’t live on 

campus if you’re in the Apartments (even though it’s just on the edge of campus and really close to 

Hinman and Mountainview) you can get a Commuter Meal Plan. This means you don’t have to pay 

the insanely expensive fees for the dining hall. You pay 340$ for a semester, and 140$ of that is a 

membership fee. You can spend 200$ in the dining hall. If you finish those 200$, you can add as 

much money as you want and you don’t have to pay the 140$ fees again. Dining hall food isn’t as 

good as it is in an actual restaurant, but it’s fine and it’s easy if you don’t have time to cook, and 

it’s really gezellig to eat together with friends too.  

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes, Binghamton is great! It’s relatively close to New York City (3h15m by Greyhound), and has a 

beautiful nature preserve on campus! There are so many options for interesting courses, great 

clubs, and the people at BU are the nicest. ;-) 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Enjoy your semester abroad! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Humanities 

Level:  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: English 

Destination city & country Binghamton, USA 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

16/08/15 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 23/01/16 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

I did not find the preparation hard. UU and BU were very straightforward as to what kind of things 

you had to arrange. Obviously, some things (like documents from your doctor) are a pain to get. I’m 

not going to lie; it’s a lot of work. But it’s not difficult. Anyone can do it as long as you take one step 

at a time. It’ll be worth it. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

If you ever have any questions, the international office is always willing to help you, so don’t 

hesitate to email them. I wanted to extend my exchange (which I did not end up doing because of 

graduating purposes), and had to email with the UU international office, and they were always very 

helpful.  

Academic preparation: 

I took three courses at Binghamton. Two in creative writing, and one in human and development 

(HDEV). I took a course about racism. I can highly recommend doing that because it’ll open your 

mind in more ways than any other course ever will. As for the level of difficulty, I did not have a 

hard time at all. As long as you do your work, you’re good to go. Something that is different in the 

States is that they expect you to discuss in class. So be prepared, read your stuff, and be prepared 

to say something about what you read. You will be graded on that. 

Language preparation: 

I am an English major, so my English is pretty well you could say. It only got better once I was 

surrounded by English-speaking people all the time. 

Finances: 

I saved up money for a couple years since I knew I wanted to do this for quite some time. Be 



prepared to have around 10.000 euro’s in your account. I think I spent a little bit over 10.000. Just 

make sure you have enough, because you don’t want to miss out on certain things because you 

don’t have enough money. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

You skim through courses online to see what you’re interested in (be sure to check out “outdoors”, 

because you can take classes in horseback riding, hiking, running etc.) and send it to the 

international office at Binghamton. And no worries if you change your mind. They can always enrol 

you in another course. Beware though, some classes fill up pretty fast. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

At Binghamton you have to be engaged, and you have to come to class prepared. I loved this way 

better than UU because I actually felt like I was learning something, and that my presence and 

opinion were valued. As for the difficulty level, I would say it’s lower than UU, but that might also 

depend on what kind of class you take. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

The international office at BU was very helpful with all answering all my questions. Once you’re 

there, you can also always stop by to chat or ask questions. 

In addition, BU offers free counselling if you ever feel like you don’t feel well mentally, or if you’re 

having a hard time adjusting. I found this very helpful. 

Transfer of credits: 

For my three courses I got for all three an A, and they were transferred to three 9s. This is 

somewhat unusual. What I did, is hand in the form, the syllabi, and I also sent a letter stating how 

many hours I had to work on each course every week. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

The first two weeks are a bit boring. The activities are very short. But it does give you time to hang 

out with international students. 

Accommodation: 

I lived in Hillside (apartment community) and it’s just like living in Utrecht. You have your own 

room, and then you share a living room, kitchen en two bathrooms. There is a laundry room in the 

basement. There are also many parties during the weekends. 

Leisure/culture: 

BU offers many clubs. During orientation there is an afternoon on the peace squad where you can 

go and see all the clubs. You can sign up right then and there. Also, there is something called 

outdoor pursuits, which is university hosted, and it offers you to go do different cool things, like 

rafting, hiking, kayaking etc. Go on to their website to see what’s when and how much it costs. And 

don’t forget to sign up! 

Suggestions/tips: 

There are many beautiful state parks. If you know someone with a car, make sure you visit some 



because New York state has beautiful nature (the Fall is so pretty with all the colors). I would 

recommend the Buttermilk Falls (near Ithaca). And also visit the Cider Mill in Endicott. They have 

the best doughnuts. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes, yes and yes. Once in a lifetime experience (cliché cliché) and totally worth it. I wish I could go 

back and do it all over again. I will never forget how careless and free I felt at Binghamton (or Bing 

as everyone calls it). 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Have fun! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: English, UU 

Level:  bachelor 

Name degree programme: Engelse Taal en Cultuur 

Destination city & country Binghamton, USA 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

29/07/2015 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 24/12/2015 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

It requires some paperwork, but if you keep up with the schedule (you’ll get several emails telling 

you exactly what to do), you’ll be fine. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

Not as great as Binghamton’s support. The guidance through the application process was very 

detailed and clear, though. Once you’re abroad, you will get a reply if you sent an email, but don’t 

expect them to ask how you are doing. 

Academic preparation: 

None. The classes I took were similar to the ones I had taken in Utrecht. 

Language preparation: 

I study English, so this was unnecessary. All international students still had to take a language test 

in Binghamton to see if they needed extra counseling. 

Finances: 

It costs a LOT of money. All in all I definitely spent more than 10,000 dollars. Since I am over 21, I 

was required to live in the apartment communities (which I wanted anyway) instead of the dorms 

and I believe this was about 6000 dollars for one semester. I saved up money from work and I also 

loaned money from DUO. Binghamton itself is not so expensive because the city is quite poor, but 

traveling and housing at BU makes it all expensive. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

I took 3 classes instead of 4. I ended up dropping one class for personal reasons. I’m an English 

literature student so I took Children’s Literature, Contemporary Adolescent Literature and Holocaust 

Literature. We were able to sign up for these classes in advance (before the students in 



Binghamton had the opportunity). This was fantastic, because a lot of classes fill up very quickly 

during the registration period, and some classes –such as the Children’s Lit and Contemporary Lit 

classes- are popular and wanted among students. I was able to get the classes I wanted without 

any problems. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The academic quality of the classes I took was similar to the classes I’ve taken in Utrecht. The 

difference –and I also discussed this with one of my professors- is that the students are a bit slower 

than what I am used to. So they will ask more questions and will ask the professors to 

repeat/explain something more often and just need more guidance in general. During exams, I was 

allowed to have an index card with notes written on them for all my classes, and I also got a study 

guide for one of my classes, which pretty much told me what I could expect on the exam. I thought 

this was funny at first, and my professor said, “wait, and see how many people will still fail this 

test.”  

I still had lots of reading to do for three literature classes: about 6 books a week. Also lots of 

essays and response papers, so the workload was similar to Utrecht’s as well. It’s just the students 

that need more help. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Amazing. Absolutely amazing. The International Office regularly sent us emails asking us how we 

were doing and they sent us information about activities in the neighborhood and things that could 

be of interest for exchange students as well. Professors are very concerned about how you’re doing 

and they expect you to come to office hours to chat with them. Much more personal interaction 

than what I was used to in Holland. I must say, though, that I took two classes with the same 

professor and she ended up being one of my all-time best friends. We are still in contact every day 

and will travel together in the future. It’s weird how life throws people in your path like that! 

Anyway, even if that weren’t the case, the relationship between student/professor is much more 

personal than here. My other professor, for example, invited me to his home to celebrate 

Thanksgiving with him and we went to have coffee multiple times too. That’s something you don’t 

really experience here in Holland.  

Transfer of credits: 

Still waiting for this to happen. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

This was too long and tedious. We first had a week of activities and meetings because we were 

exchange students and after that a week of pretty much the same thing because we were 

international/foreign. I don’t like orientation programs in general, because I feel too old for stupid 

name games and usually just want to get started (I’m 26 and pretty much over “student life”), so 

these two weeks were hell for me. Lots of meetings about safety on campus, sexual consent, rules, 

culture shock, finances, etc. and just really silly tag games. It’s good they want to inform everyone, 

but after one email and one meeting, I will know enough.  

Sue and Jie from the International Office took us to lunch near the Susquehanna River and they 

also took us to a baseball game. This was fun. 



Accommodation 

I lived in the Susquehanna Apartment communities (Glenwood building) on campus. I wanted to 

live off campus at first because it’s a lot cheaper, but I later changed my mind. Living on campus is 

much safer and you’re closer to your classes. There are lots of buses in Binghamton that go to BU 

but it can still be tedious because they take a long time to get there. I shared an apartment with 

only one other girl (we didn’t get along, but since we didn’t share a room I didn’t mind living with 

her for five months). We both had our own (big!) rooms. The bathroom had a shower and a 

bathtub. Susquehanna is a 24-hours-quiet community, which doesn’t mean you have to walk 

around on your toes all the time, but you can’t have big parties or blast your music too loud. This is 

a community for people who need their quiet time to study and for people with children (although I 

have not seen a single child). It was close to campus (5 mins). If you end up living in the Hillside 

apartment communities, be prepared for a long walk to class every day.  

Leisure/culture: 

Binghamton is an old and pretty poor city. If you go to Walmart, you will have to stand in line for a 

long time because people all have to exchange their coupons (not sure what they are exactly, but 

people get them from the government). However, there is a nice cinema and a huge Barnes & 

Noble (if you love books) at the Town Square Mall. The (free) bus will take you there from campus 

in about 15 minutes. There’s also a shopping mall in Johnson City (Oakdale Mall) and a bus from 

campus will take you there as well. There’s a cool Bikram yoga studio (if you’re into that kind of 

thing) in downtown Binghamton too. 

However, you are three hours away from New York City, the greatest place in the world. Make sure 

to go there as much as you can. I went back three times and just walked around the city at night. I 

can’t quite explain how amazing that was. Go visit Strand Bookstore at 828 Broadway (one of the 

most famous bookstores in the world – amazing). I had a friend who lived in Brooklyn so before I 

went to Binghamton I spent two weeks with her and she drove me to places you usually wouldn’t 

visit as a tourist. We went to Greenport Village, which is a small historic seaport on Long Island. A 

very cute village and the people at the local diners and shops were SO very nice and friendly. We 

also went to Amityville (yes, from that movie) and to Long Beach.  

You’re also close to Ithaca, where you can see the waterfalls and walk around Cornell’s campus, 

which is pretty cool.  

I didn’t really see much else, I kept wanting to go back to NYC so spent my money on that, but 

you’re close to Canada and Washington as well.  

Suggestions/tips: 

Make friends with someone who has a car. Go to the Nature Preserve, it’s beautiful and a great 

place to clear your mind after a hectic day. Those colors in the fall are indescribable. Have coffee at 

Laveggio Roasteria, a very cozy spot with the best coffee and very nice employees. Go to the Lost 

Dog Cafe for lunch or drinks and live music at night. If you have more money to spend and want a 

fancy dinner, go to Remlik’s. Join clubs if that is your thing (it wasn’t mine): it’s a great way to get 

to know people. Visit New York City as much as you can. On campus: John Arthur Cafe has cheap 

coffee and is a good place to study and meet professors/other students.  



The winters are cold, however, I didn’t really get to experience it that much. When I went back 

home (on December 24th) it was over 20 degrees C in NYC…. But be prepared for the cold and 

snow anyway. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes! I like the campus, loved the nature preserve, the academic quality was very good, the support 

was amazing. Even Binghamton wasn’t all that bad. You’re very close to NYC and other amazing 

places.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

No. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Sociale wetenschappen 

Level:  bachelor 

Name degree programme: Sociologie 

Destination city & country Binghamton, USA 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses  

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

17/08/2014 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 31/12/2014 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

I had to fill in a lot of forms and it took a while, but the people at Binghamton University were 

always really helpful and friendly.  

Counselling/support at home university: 

We had a pre-departure meeting and if there was something wrong with your application or you 

had any other questions we could always ask.  

Academic preparation: 

I didn’t do any academic preparation. Most American Universities provide the opportunity to enrol a 

lot of different courses, from first year courses to ‘fun’ courses. So, most of the time you do not 

need to prepare.  

Language preparation: 

I don’t think you need any language preparation. 

Finances: 

Before you go you really have to make sure you have enough money. Housing is the most 

expensive and in America there are always fees on top of the normal price. Every exchange student 

wants to make trips and make the best out of it. So, before you go, make a good estimation of how 

much it is going to cost you.  

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

Because we were there so early everything was arranged for us and we had time enough to get 

started.  



Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

Many people told me that the quality of education is better in the Netherlands. I just think that it is 

different. Most of the time there are more different ways to obtain your grade. I thought this was 

actually better for me.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Like I said, everyone was really helpful and friendly. That is by the way how most people in the 

United States are.  

Transfer of credits: 

This went really quickly. A few weeks later my grades were sent to the International Office and 

when I picked it up it, within a week my grades were in Osiris. You have to take into account that 

your grades will be lower in the Netherlands than they were in America.  

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

In Binghamton there was a lot of orientation. The exchange students arrived two weeks in advance 

and there were a lot of talks and different ways to get to know the other exchange students. 

Accommodation: 

As I mentioned before, housing is very expensive if you want to live on campus. I lived in one of 

the apartments and really enjoyed it. It was clean and a few years ago it was renovated. Most 

students were my age. You live together but you also have a certain privacy which I really liked. 

Leisure/culture: 

Binghamton is a beautiful area where you can travel and walk. There were lots of clubs (also an 

outdoor club), a gym and more than enough ways to enjoy your weekends and experience the 

culture of the area of New York.  

Suggestions/tips: 

Make lots of trips and join clubs! 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes, I would recommend Binghamton University. Everyone at Binghamton University is really 

friendly, I enjoyed the (variety of) the courses and the New York area itself.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Again, really make sure you have a lot of money and participate in all kinds of activities provided by 

the campus because that is the best way to get to know America and the other students.  
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UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Social Sciences

level X bachelor  master  PhD  other 

name degree programme Psychology 

destination city & country Binghamton, New York, United States of America 

name host institution and/or 

company/organization 
State University of New York at Binghamton 

purpose of exchange X study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

departure date (dd/mm/yyyy) 17 / 08 / 2014 

return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 19 / 01 / 2015 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

I was preparing for this exchange long in advance: I wanted to make my application as strong as possible. I had an 

American native speaker to check my motivation letter for grammatical errors and I had someone write a 

recommendation letter. Once you have been accepted, a lot of time goes into applying at the host university. If you 

stay on track, the whole process can be fun. It’s part of the anticipation! If you’re living on campus: don’t bother with 

the whole roommate-finding programme. I had found and accepted a girl, and yet I was placed in one room with a 

totally different girl (which turned out for the best, though, we really hit it off). For the rest, the process was quite 

clear. 

counselling/support at home university 

Support at home was really good. Whenever I had a question I could email Ingrid and she emailed back quickly 

and clearly. I went to the International Office only once. Office hours are only half an hour on Mondays (maybe 

that has changed by now), unless you make an appointment, so be aware of that.  

academic preparation 

I didn’t do much academic preparation. 

language preparation 

In high school I was in a special English programme, Cambridge Advanced English. This was sufficient for the 

University as a proof of my English ability. I had also spent years of watching movies and series in English without 

subtitles. If that doesn’t prepare you, I don’t know what will ;)  

finances 

I had saved up for a couple years, and luckily my parents could pay for the rest. Tip: if you have student OV, you 

are obviously not going to use it while being abroad. By simply filling out a form and sending it to DUO, you can 

get €100 a month. Worth the effort! 

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

I didn’t really need the credits so I decided to take a wide array of courses. One Psychology course that I didn’t 

finish because I thought it was really boring, one History of America class, one introductory Anthropology course 

and one Theatre course. 

academic quality of education/placement activities 
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I thought the quality of the courses was pretty good. The level, however, can be different with every course. My 

courses were mostly introductory so they weren’t hard, but I’ve heard from others that they had to do a lot of hard 

reading and assignments. I was glad that I didn’t have to skip any fun activities because I had to study. The 

teachers at Binghamton are committed to the students and I felt that the contact between students and teachers or 

Teaching Assistants (TA’s) was much more personal than it is in Utrecht. I really liked that! 

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

Once you get your BU mail address, you’ll receive emails almost daily telling you exactly what to do. As a result, 

your transfer to being a BU student will be really easy since you’ll already be registered for classes! 

transfer of credits 

My transfer didn’t go smoothly because I was told when I handed in my grades at the desk of the Student 

Information Point that I didn’t have to include the syllabi of the courses that I brought. A few days later I received 

an email that they wanted me to mail them the syllabi, which I only had in print. Because it was a busy time for me 

I didn’t have time to scan and mail the documents but a short while later I already received a letter with my 

transcribed credits. I sent a mail back but haven’t heard from them yet. Moral of the story: when handing in your 

grades, make sure to include the syllabi! 

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

We had to be in Binghamton two weeks before the regular students, because there was going to be a breakfast 

with the other international students. For the rest there was nothing planned for a while so there’s a lot of time to 

explore the town and the campus before the regular students arrive. When they do, expect parents to drop off their 

kids with pickup trucks full of junk, Move In Day it’s a whole happening on campus. The orientation programme 

isn’t at all exciting: lots of stuff you already know/have already arranged. What is fun, though, is the University 

Fest: all clubs (and there are a lot) present themselves on a market. Just leave your email address and they will 

send you more information. For every person there’s a right club so do join them! 

accommodation 

I lived on campus in break housing, meaning that my residential hall did not close over the breaks like other halls 

did. My community was called ‘College-In-The-Woods’ which was located really centrally on campus: it was 

amazing. The bus stop was directly across the street, as was the Union building. Even though it is more expensive 

than living off campus, I really liked living on campus: it adds to the ‘American experience’ of going to an American 

college. I lived in a 6-person suite where I shared my room. My roommate was American, there was a Turkish girl 

and 3 Koreans. My roommate and I really hit it off and because she was really active and involved, I could easily 

tag along. Having a roommate means less privacy but always having someone to talk to! The rooms were quite 

basic: there was a bed, a cabinet, a bureau with a chair and a cupboard with 2 drawers under the bed. Luckily my 

roommate brought a fridge and a microwave which I could use as well. The first thing you are going to have to do 

when you arrive is go to Walmart and buy bedding, coat hangers, and such. Pay attention when you decide to live 

off campus: check if you have to find someone to sublet your room to yourself. It’s going to be an expensive joke 

when there’s no one to take over your room after you leave and you have to keep paying rent. The buildings 

belong to communities like I said. There are 5 communities, among them the apartment communities where older 

students live. It’s easy and fun to get involved with your building/community by playing Football against the other 

buildings or by becoming a Hall Representative and voting about the budget. 

leisure/culture 

Binghamton is a pretty small town, but if you want to find culture there you can go to the First Friday gallery 

openings, when art galleries are freely accessible. There are some restaurants where you can eat, Lost Dog is a 

pretty well-known one. Once every semester there is restaurant week, where you can eat cheaply (it’s also 
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ridiculously crowded then!).  

suggestions/tips 

My biggest tip would be: join clubs, it’s a good way to meet American students. I joined the Outdoors Club, who 

go on hikes and camping trips. They’re nice people and the nature in New York state is amazing. I also auditioned 

for the Glee Club and got in, where we prepared the whole semester for a show. BU also had a lot of acapella 

groups. I became active as a Hall Representative, by going to weekly meetings with all the buildings in my 

community. I also played a less roughed up version of American Football against the other buildings of my 

community, which is a lot of fun. Go to the Mountainview Nightowl, where you can get late night snacks. My 

roommate makes the best smoothies there . Go to sports games, especially the basketball games are fun but 

there’s also soccer earlier on in the semester. Buy Binghamton apparel and fit right in on campus. American 

education has a lot of crazy courses, like horseback riding or skiing, diving or piano lessons. I didn’t go that far as 

to choosing one of those, but I did follow a course about musicals, which was my favourite course by far. So if you 

don’t necessarily need the credits: go for it. Go to LateNite Binghamton, in the Union on Fridays and Saturdays. 

It’s for the people who don’t go out, where you can make crafts, play games, and watch a different movie every 

week, always very recent ones.  

Watch the weather: we had a great fall where it stayed sunny until October, but I’ve heard from Binghamton 

Natives that that was very exceptional. Also, in winter two times a blizzard was forecasted to fall on Binghamton 

during my stay. Both times they passed us, luckily, but one of those went on to fall on Buffalo, going down in 

history as the most snowfall they’ve ever had there. I’m just saying that you can expect a lot of snow during your 

stay so be prepared! 

In fall, there’s nothing that sets the mood more than pumpkin picking and apple picking. They outdoors club 

and other clubs go on such trips, but you can find an orchard and somebody with a car and go by yourself as well. 

And, of course, the pumpkin has to be carved! 

Free afternoon? Go for a hike in the Nature Preserve next to the campus. In late summer when the leaves are 

green, or in fall when the foliage is simply breathtaking. 

Busses are free (there will be blue campus busses and the regular public transport busses) but the schedule isn’t 

optimal. Unfortunately Binghamton isn’t ideal for bike riding (I know, I was bummed too) but you can give it a shot 

with the free (!) bike share system. Just go up to the counter at the Union building and ask for a bike. 

Greyhound or Megabus (Coach USA) are bus companies that drop you off right next to Times Square. Especially 

for Megabus, look for cheap tickets far in advance (not around the major holidays). I found one-way tickets to the 

City for 17 dollars, but I’ve even heard that they can be only $1 at times! Around Christmas or Thanksgiving they 

can be full price, which is $45 one way. It takes around 3,5 hours to get to NY which sounds like a lot, but flies by 

if you bring a book or can get some sleep. Also a big tip: go to the City often. I’ve been there lots of times and it 

was still not enough to truly discover everything New York has to offer. During a long weekend Boston and 

Washington are a good option as well. Expect a long busride. Put some taxi numbers in your phone, so you can 

always call one to drive you to campus or where ever you live. Travel. I went to New York, Boston, Washington, 

Orlando, Vegas, and a lot of nature parks in the Midwest. Because of this, my biggest tip is: don’t try to save on 

money. You only get one chance to do all the stuff America has to offer. I went to Universal Studios in Florida 

which isn’t cheap, but it’s not like Europe has anything like it! 

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

Yes, definitely! There is so much to do, many amazing trips to undertake and NYC is close by. Everybody on 

campus is friendly, the University is always helpful in solving any issues. There’s many clubs you can join. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 



page 4 of 4 

You are going to have an amazing time if you choose to go to Binghamton! If I could, I would do it all over again. 

Don’t be fazed by the number of Korean students there (there are a lot!). Get to meet American students by going 

out there, become active within your housing community or join clubs. You can always contact me with questions 

about anything, don’t hesitate! I like to help.  I also have a blog where I posted about my experiences in America. 

I posted photos too on there if you want to see what your upcoming semester could look like! 

Contact info of this student is available at the IO.



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Humanities 

Level:  bachelor x master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: American Studies 

Destination city & country Binghamton, NY, United States 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton University (State University of New York) 

Purpose of exchange x study/courses   work placement   field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

15-01-2015

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 01-06-2015

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

Because of my program (American Studies) my choices were limited to America and Canada. Within 

these two countries I looked at the courses that were offered by each university, I discussed it with 

people from my master and looked at the location. On basis of these three aspects I made a choice. 

The application process went pretty smoothly. As soon as I got conformation from the international 

office I applied to the university. All of this was self-explanatory. The people from my host university 

were very helpful and let me know exactly what I needed to do and by when I had to finish the 

application process.  

Counselling/support at home university: 

I discussed everything with some people from my masters to be able to make the right choice and 

the international office was very helpful at the start of the application process. After these first 

steps, everything had to be arranged with the host university which resulted in less contact with 

the home university but when it was necessary they were always willing to help. The international 

office gave enough information to make the right choice and to feel prepared before my departure.  

Academic preparation: 

Because I already had taken a lot of American history and American society courses in Utrecht and 

I had to take courses that were close to what I would do in Utrecht there wasn’t a lot of preparation 

needed. I already had the basic knowledge I needed to take the courses at my host university. The 

courses fitted right into my masters program. 

Language preparation: 

My masters program is already taught in English so I did not need any other preparations.  

Finances: 



Because I went to America, I needed to get a credit card. In America this is something that you 

can’t really go without. The university will need a letter from your bank during the application 

process so financing is something that really has to be thought out before you start the application 

process. In my case, it was not necessary to open an American bank account. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

The courses I took in America were closely related to the courses that I had already taken at my 

home university. The content was good and it was clear what was expected of me. Everything was 

well organised.  

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

My host university is known as a good university, which showed in the academic quality. The 

courses and professors were very good.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

The people from the international office at my host university were very helpful and available to 

help with any issue there might have been.   

Transfer of credits: 

I did not yet receive the transcript of my grades. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

Because I was a graduate student, my orientation program was slightly different. The first part of 

the welcome program was a lunch with all the exchange students to get to know each other. The 

next day we had a breakfast during which we were given all the information we needed about the 

university, courses, and student life. After that I had one day of orientation with all the other new 

international and transfer students. The undergraduate students had two more days of orientation 

after this where they got to know everything about the university. The one-day orientation was 

sufficient for me. 

Accommodation: 

I lived on campus with 5 American girls in an apartment building. The apartment had everything I 

needed. Living on campus was very easy and really helped to make the experience more enjoyable. 

Leisure/culture: 

I did a lot of things with my American roommates like going to the city and to events that were 

organised by the university. The university organised a lot of different events and there were a lot 

of different sports events.  

Suggestions/tips: 

Try to engage as much as possible with the people from the country you are in. For me it helped 

that I lived with five American girls. It really helps to get to know their habits and what they like. It 

was nice to have other people in the same situation to talk to, like all the other exchange students 

but I really liked to spend time with the Americans.  

Something else that is useful is to tell your professors that you are an exchange student in the first 

class. This helps in cases were you not completely understand some cultural or historical comment 

that people from that country will understand. The professors will be wiling to explain it. 



Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

I would recommend this organisation to others. The location is not the best even though New York 

City can be reached in three hours by bus, but the university is very good. The academic program 

is of a good quality and the people there are willing to help whenever it is needed. The professors 

were all glad to have people from different nationalities in their courses, which made them diverse 

and interesting.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Try to find a balance between studying and doing other things. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Interdisciplinary social science 

Level: x bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Bachelor 

Destination city & country Binghamton, Unites States 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

Binghamton Univerity  

Purpose of exchange X study/courses   work placement   field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

August 18th 2014 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) January 18th 2015 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

When I saw the list of Universities with an exchange program I really wanted to go to University of 

New Hampshire, Durham. There were only two spots so there was a little chance I could come in. My 

second choice was Binghamton University (“close” to New York as well). I didn’t have a third choice.  

I was not placed in my first choice, but my second and that was fine as well with hindsight. 

The application process was very easy to go through because Binghamton University was very 

helpful. I had to fill in a lot of paper work though, but it was not difficult to do. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

The support from Utrecht University was good. There was a meeting with all the exchange students 

which was really helpful, so we could arrange things together. Because I went with three other girls 

I could ask my questions to them instead of the university. Although there were some questions 

they couldn’t answer and in a day I got answer from the university. 

Academic preparation: 

I did not really have academic preparation. My priority was not to get the ECTS from the courses 

there, but more the experiences.  

Language preparation: 

I had to speak English so I didn’t need preparation for that 

Finances: 

Studying abroad costs a lot of money! I worked for extra money and saved a lot in the last couple 

of years, but that was not enough. I had to borrow money from my parents to finance everything. 

It’s very hard to get a scholarship or something like that. 

Study/placement abroad period 



Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

The international office of Binghamton University has warmly welcomed us. The first three days 

were with all the exchange students (around 30) and there were some activities for us and a tour 

around campus. There were a lot of offices so if you had questions there was always somewhere 

you could go to for help 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

In the Netherlands I already had enough study points and already did a minor. I picked classes 

about politics, because I thought they were interesting, and they were! 

I really liked my classes. It was not really difficult which was very relieving. You can compare it to 

classes in the Netherlands though they value you more for your attendance and your effort than for 

your knowledge. Sometimes even a big part of your final grade was your attendance (you got an A 

if you always showed up) 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

At the host university they got helpdesks for everything! Help for ICT, disabilities, study plan etc.  

Transfer of credits: 

I did a class called women’s self-defence, which was really awesome. It was about health and 

wellness in combination with karate. I even got my yellow belt in the end. Though they didn’t 

transfer my credits from that course because it was not academic… (really sad because I had an A) 

For another A I got an 8 here in the Netherlands, so it’s impossible to transfer grades to a 10.  

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

Orientation program was great 

Accommodation: 

I had dorm on campus which I had to share with a Korean girl. My suite contained a bathroom a 

living room and another two person dorm. In the room there was a bed a desk a big closed and a 

small closet. Accommodation was great 

Leisure/culture: 

There are a lot of things to do in your leisure. In Binghamton people really like to go out on 

Saturdays (actually from Monday till Friday too…). If you don’t like to go out you can go to 

Binghamton late nigt Something I really liked to go to. On Friday and Saturday evenings the 

organize activities from arrow shooting till making your own lava lamp. Besides that you had a 

variety of sports you can do over there. Behind the University there is a big nature preserve were 

you can go hiking. You can also become a member of one of the 200 clubs or so they have over 

there. Like the knitting club, zombie club, Korean club, karate club etc. You can also be member of 

different clubs so there is no time to get bored! 

Suggestions/tips: 

Become member of a club!! Doesn’t matter if it’s a sport team or the math club it’s really easy to 

meet new people if you participate in a club or team. Be active! 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 



I really like to recommend this university. The people are very nice and you’re getting a good idea 

of what living in the states looks like. It takes a little more than three hours to get to NYC which is 

close in American terms. I also went to Canada, Boston, Philadelphia and Washington while I 

stayed in Binghamton so there is a lot possible. 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

If you are unsure if you want to study abroad, do it! You are thinking about it (not just impulsive 

but for a longer time) you have to go. Doesn’t matter if it’s Binghamton of Berlin. I think you will 

regret it if you don’t go 
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