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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

 

faculty/college Beta faculty 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Information Science 

 

destination city & country Ljubljana, Slovenia 

name university abroad  University of Ljubljana 

start date 01 / 10 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 31 / 01 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It a lot of documents but fairly easy to do when there is a overview. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

International office is usually very quick to respond and help with problems and questions. 

academic preparation 

I was in the last year of my BA. 

language preparation 

Most of my assignments in my study are in English so this gave me enough preperation to follow a semester in 

English. I did not apply for the Slovenian language course, but every teacher spoke English at the university. 

finances 

Erasmus grant and personal savings helped my finance the erasmus. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Social science. There were too many erasmus students this year so many courses were full but they managed to 

give every student a spot so that they had enough ECTS. But it was a bit of a mess in the beginning. 

academic quality of education activities 

Quality of some courses are better then others, overal two courses were well organised others were more 

choatic. Every course had a different difficulty level but overall they were easier than at the UU. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

This year there were more erasmus studets than they could handle, however they did their best to support 

everyone. 

transfer of credits 
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Don't know yet, the credits have not been transferred yet. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

ESN organised activities were it is possible to meet other erasmus students. There are bars to party and 

Slovenia is perfect for outfoor activities too full up the time with other erasmus people  

accommodation 

Accommodation was difficult to find since there were more erasmus students then the city could handle with 

accommodation. Some people still did not have a room after the erasmus began. The dormortories are a fun 

place to stay if you're going to study, make sure to apply early enough so that you get a room there. Most 

rooms are shared but there are some single ones.  

leisure & culture 

Slovenia is small but perfect since it has the sea and the mountains close. I spend most of my time hiking, 

snowboarding or traveling. Traveling to surrounding countries is easy to do with renting a car.  

suggestions/tips 

Triglav national park is nice for hiking and Slovenia has a couple of small skiresorts. Futhermore renting a car is 

advisable for easy traveling and the city is small enough to explore it fast by yourself. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I would recommend it. However since it might be difficult to find a room it is advisible to begin looking for a 

private accomodation or by arrive earlier before the semester starts. Or apply early for the dormortories. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Slovenia has studentski boni, which is a program for students that they can go out to eat for with pricing 

ranging from free to max 4,50 euro at restaurants 20 x in the month. It is provided by the government who pays 

the restaurant a certain amount of money and the restaurants have special students meal so it is cheap to go 

out for diner alot :)! 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

 

 

 

 

permission to publish 

contact details** 

 

 

 

See end note for * and ** 

optional; only if you allow students preparing for study abroad to contact you (directly)  

my e-mail address x  yes:  kacusters@gmail.com     

my weblog  ☐ yes:       

my Facebook account ☐ yes:       

other (social) media ☐ yes:       

or 

☐ my contact details cannot be published on the UU webpage, but I do give the 

International Office permission to forward my e-mail address to individual 

students interested in my host university abroad:      @      

faculty/college   Faculty of social work 

level  x  bachelor’s ☐ master’s ☐ PhD  

name study programme  Erasmus exchange     

 

destination city & country   Ljubljana, Slovenia   

name university abroad       University of Ljubljana 

start date      06 /09 /2018        (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date      31 /01 /2019        (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

     exchange application process 

     The application process was quite easy. Utrecht university is very clear about what they expect from you and 

you just have to follow all the information they give you. Also Ljubljana university was not too complicated, 

somewhere in may I had to fill in some information and some statement that my English was on a good enough 

level (which was very easily retrieved at the UU). Later I got more information from my faculty about the courses 

and teachers, they were very flexible at the faculty of social work, they organized an introduction week to try all 

the courses and after this week you were allowed to change your courses as much as you wanted. This was all 

very well organized, the coordinator at the faculty is very welcoming and happy to do anything to help you. This 

introduction and application process is very different over the different faculties so I don’t know what it is like at 

other faculties. 

     counselling & support at Utrecht University 

     The UU provided me with all the information I needed, if I had questions the responses where normally quick 

and adequate. Only signing documents took a while sometimes. They organized a meeting to prepare for the 

exchange which didn’t contain a lot of information I didn’t know before, but was a nice way to talk about the 

exchange and ask questions. I didn’t really need any further support, but I’m sure they would provide it if 

necessary. 

     academic preparation 

     I studied at the faculty of social work in Ljubljana even though I’m studying pedagogical sciences in Utrecht. 

At first I thought this could be a problem because of different background, but in the end it was no problem at 

all, since the level of classes was not so hard I could easily get along. 
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      language preparation 

     I didn’t do any language preparation at home, but I took the language course in Ljubljana which is provided 

by the university. I can very much recommend this course, because it is very good and you get to know a lot of 

people. It is not like you will be able to speak Slovene afterwards, but at least you understand a bit more of 

what is going on around you. I got to know all my close friends here during the language course, because it is 

very easy to socialize during and after these classes.  

     finances 

     Slovenia is relatively cheap country. I think groceries are not necessarily cheaper, but all other things are. 

They have a food system called Boni which you can use at many restaurants in most cities, you pay about 2-4 

euros for a big meal. It is very good! So living expenses are a bit cheaper I would say, but of course you spend 

way more than usually on activities, parties and trips.  

I     I worked a lot during the summer, so I had quite a lot of savings when I left. I can recommend doing this, 

because you don’t want to say no to trips because of the money, this is (probably) your only Erasmus!  

 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

     study programme (content and organisational issues) 

     At the faculty of social work we could choose between a few subject which are only meant for Erasmus 

students, so you are unfortunately not mixed with Slovene students. Most subjects just have one meeting a 

week of 1,5 hours (normally you have like 5-6 courses a week), during this meeting it is mostly the teacher 

talking and sometimes there is some discussion. Most courses are graded by writing a paper and doing a 

presentation. The grades were all very high (8-10), they don’t seem to expect a lot from Erasmus students. 

Most courses were done already before Christmas or early in January. Studying in Ljubljana at faculty of social 

work is really not a lot of effort, you will have a lot of free time to do other things.  

      It is also possible to do a small internship (this counts as a course, 6-10 ECTS), which I can really recommend. 

The faculty will arrange everything for you, you can just tell them what field you would like to work in and they 

will find a place for you. Through this I was able to work with refugees and teach them some English, which I 

enjoyed a lot!  

      This is only  at the faculty of social work, other faculties are very different. As I heard the faculty of economics 

(very big and popular here) is very different, you have more classes, more groupworks and exams etc. (but still 

not too hard). 

 

     academic quality of education activities 

     I was not very happy with the quality of education here. Teachers are very knowledgable and interesting 

people, but their way of teaching is not so good. They just talk without any help of a ppt or something, which 

makes it hard to follow them, there is very little interaction in the classes and there doesn’t really seem to be a 

structure in their stories.  

      Although it is nice to get high grades I didn’t feel like I deserved them. I only got 9’s and 10’s, but I feel like I 

didn’t do anything. You just write a 3 page paper, on any topic you like to write about and do a presentation in 

a group, also with any random topic. Even if you wouldn’t have come to class once, you would have passed 

because it is not connected at all.  

     I was very happy that I did the internship, because at least I felt useful there. Most of the classes were done very 

fast (somewhere in december) so especially in the end I got quite bored and I was happy I could spend some 

more time at my internship. 

      On the other hand it is quite nice to have a lot of spare time on Erasmus as well of course, you will have a lot of 

time left to party ;) 

      At other faculties this is again very different, although grades are in general a bit higher here most of my friends 

actually had to study quite a bit in the exam period (january) (but still not too much) 
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     counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

     The coordinator at faculty of social work is very nice! He is always ready to help you and really cares a lot 

about his students. He organized some trips for the faculty, which were very nice! And always tells us how 

welcome we are and how much he likes it that we chose this destination. He seems a little odd sometimes but 

has the best intentions and would always support you with any problem. 

     transfer of credits 

     Not done yet at time of writing, but I don’t expect any difficulties. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

     welcome & orientation programme 

     There are two forms of orientation, one done by the faculty and one done by the ESN organisation. Every 

faculty organizes this differently, we had the chance to get to know all the teachers and subjects and we did a 

very nice day trip. This all took one week (first week of october). ESN (there are two ESN’s a bit confusing in the 

beginning, but you will understand in the end..) organized many activities and parties in the beginning of 

october. Since I did already so many things and met so many people during the language course I didn’t really 

join many activities (also because the’re quite expensive) but the parties are really good!  

      accommodation 

     There are dorms available which are very cheap (130 I think). You get a shared room in a huge (ugly) building 

a bit outside the centre. There are always a lot of parties and especially in the weekends it is very dirty. I 

decided to not live there because I didn’t want to share a room, so I found a room in a shared apartment in the 

centre. My room was 330 a month, this is quite expensive, you can get them cheaper but I still took it because it 

is really in the centre and it is small but nice. I got mine quite early (right after I heard I could go to Ljubljana) via 

housinganywhere. I can really recommend you to search early, because you it is just nice to have this security, 

but I also know quite some people who just got here without a room and found one within two weeks. ESN can 

also help you with this.  

      leisure & culture 

     There are quite a lot of Erasmus students here (a bit less than 1000) and this means a lot of partying! Every 

tuesday and thursday ESN organizes a party and this is always a lot of fun. Often there is a theme or they do 

beerpong tournaments. They organize many other activities and trips as well (especially in the first month), but 

you can organize these easily on your own as well. There is so much to see in Slovenia and surrounding 

countries. A lot of beautiful nature, but also many nice and interesting city within driving distance. The cool 

thing about Ljubljana is that you can rent a car quite cheap (cheaper than public transport if you are 4/5 

people), so you are very flexible to go anywhere you want. In total I visited 8 different countries, hiked a lot, 

saw everything that is worth visiting within Slovenia, it felt like one big holiday! 

      suggestions/tips 

     I can really recommend the language course! If you have the time, just do it!  

           And just go on trips a lot! There is so much to see and this is your chance :) Especially going to Bosnia and to 

Montenegro was a very good experience. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

      would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

     I would definitely recommend Slovenia, it is such a beautiful country. There is so much to do, people have 

always been nice to me and Ljubljana is just such a cozy and beautiful city. I absolutely loved this destination. I 

wouldn’t really recommend my faculty, but like I said the other faculties are very different, so if you are 

studying something else (especially something economics related) this would be the perfect destination. 
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      do you have any additional advice or comments? 

     If you have the possibility try to get in touch with someone of the faculty that you are going to study at, they 

can probably tell you more about the study part, because every faculty is just so different.  

      Feel free to contact me, I would love to answer questions, I could even try to get you in touch with someone of 

another faculty. 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

family name xxx 

first name xxx 

student number xxx 

e-mail address

faculty/college Social Sciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Intertisciplinary Social Sciences 

destination city & country Ljubljana, Slovenia 

name university abroad University of Ljubljana 

start date 01 / 10 / 2017  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 01 / 02 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

the International office was available for all questions 

academic preparation 

I almost completed my BA before I chose to go abroad. 

language preparation 

my studies at home are mostly in English, this gave me the courage to start an english programme abroad 

finances 

the Erasmus grant was around 180 a month, next to that I got a loan of 500 a month for my expenses. 
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STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

social sciences 

academic quality of education activities 

the quality was okay, but the quality at home is more decent and organised 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

the support was decent 

transfer of credits 

my credits have been lowered by 1.5 points, this was a really big dissapointment for me. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

the student life in Ljubljana is great, lots of bars, parties and òutdoor activities you can do with your new made 

buddies. The orientation was also greatly organized by the UNI, they made sure people had an easy time in the 

beginning trying to connect with each other. 

accommodation 

accomodation  was quite hard to find, had to call around 25 different people to find out if they had a room 

available for rent. The fact that I was not able to speak Slovenian made it even harder. I have to day though, 

that the university did have dormortories you could apply for. I made the decision to look for myself because I 

thought it would be easy. It is important to know that most rooms are actually shared, so prepare yourself for 

getting to know someone sometimes a little to well :) 

leisure & culture 

Slovenia is a really small, hiring a car and driving around is a bliss. every place is easily accessible and provides 

different cultural prides. The national Park TRIGLAV is a must visit, hiking, rafting and other outdoor activities 

are the perfect solution for every outdoor enthusiast.  

suggestions/tips 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend the place/ University. But going during the fall period and not duing autumn is 

recomendable. the winter is harsh and the small city is not really large enough to provide you with many 

options except for drinking. The university is really easy going and passing the courses seems manageable for 

anyone who is willing to put in some effort. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

family name xxx 

first name xxx 

student number xxx 

e-mail address

faculty/college Faculty of Social Science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Psychology 

destination city & country Slovenia, Ljubljana 

name university abroad Univerza v Ljubljani 

start date 29 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 02 / 02 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The applicaton process was a struggle for me. This was my second choice, so I was quite late with signing in. This 

caused a lot of English courses that I wanted to being full, so I had to choose something different. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

This was great. Utrecht University always responds really quickly. It takes maximum two days before they 

respond. 

academic preparation 

I did not prepare anything for this exchange. It also wasn't nessary at all because you can pick the courses 

yourself. 

language preparation 

Like I said I was a bit late for the registration, so I also was too late to apply for the fulltime Language Course in 

the first 4 weeks, before the other students arrive. After a while I found out it is possible to take a course of 3 

ect's where you would have 1 lesson a week. 

finances 
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I did prepare my fiances, of course you had to prepare a document for the Universiteit Utrecht. But I also tried 

to safe up some money to be able to travel a bit and do all the things I would like to do in my exchange. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The organisation was fine. Especcially in the Faculty of Social Work, the Faculty of Arts is a lot bigger so that 

makes it a little bit more unpersonal. The content in the Univerza v Ljubljani  was actually a lot better than I 

expected. It was compareble to the content of the the Universiteit Utrecht. However the grading for the tests 

was actually not that good. You would get really good grades, a lot to easy. This really devalued the courses, 

because the course could be really could and interesting, but than the test would be super easy, which was a 

weird combination. 

academic quality of education activities 

We had some trips and other activitiets, however I think these trips were more to bond Erasmus students, they 

tried to make them educational, but for me it was more bonding. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

In the Faculty of Social Work the counseling was great. Like I said there are numerous faculties and it depents 

on the faculty you're in how the counseling and support is organised. But it's fine in every faculty.  

transfer of credits 

Tranfer of credits was weird. You get good grades quite easy in Ljubljana, I got a couple 10's, 9's, 8's and one 7. 

The seven stayed a seven, the tens got transferd to 8,5's.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The welcome and orientation programme were fine. From both faculties I attended we had one day welcome 

and orientation, you would get a lot of information. In both faculties there are buddies that you can contact to 

help you out. 

accommodation 

Finding an accomodation is not as easy as you think. The best thing you can do is book a hostel for the first 5 

days. You will probably find a accomodation earlier, however you never know. To make sure I found a 

accomodation, I  arrived a week earlier. Nevertheless it wasn't that easy, it took me 3/4 days. But look out! 

There are scammers, some people were asked 600 euros for a room. The averaged price in Ljubljana is like 150 

euros, however the averaged price for Erasmus students is like 250/300 euros, because you're staying for a 

shorter time. 

leisure & culture 

The Slovenian culture is quite closed, hard to get to know real Slovenian people, however the Erasmus life is 

booming in Ljubljana! Really nice students, the city is beautiful (however can get quite small when you're stuck 

inside because of the bad weather). There is a student-boni-meal system, which means you can get a cheap 

meal in a good restaurant.  

suggestions/tips 

Try to travel a lot in Slovenia and also in other Balkan countries, you will not regret it! 

CONCLUSIONS 
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would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, it is really a great place. The other students are great, a nice city where you can have a great time! I would 

go in the spring-semester though, because of the shitty weather in the autumn and winter. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try to sport a lot, you will need it there! 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 2014‐2015 

e‐mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

Contact info available at the IO.

faculty/college  Beta wetenschappen 

level   bachelor’s   master’s   PhD

name study programme  Informatiekunde 

destination city & country  Slovenia, Ljubljana 

name university abroad   Univerza v Ljubljani 

start date  17 / 09 / 2014  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date  02 / 02 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

My application was quite hectic, because I decided to go abroad just a few days before the application deadline. I 

had to meet a few people in the university who could sign my papers very quickly. It is quite some work but not 

very difficult, especially because Marleen van der Ven helped me a lot and always responded quickly. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I found Marleen very helpful in arranging everything for departure. During my stay I did not need any 

counselling or support. 

academic preparation 

I did not prepare myself academically. 

language preparation 

I didn't take any language courses before leaving, because slovene people can speak english very well. I did 

decide to take a Slovene language course while living in Slovenia, because I think it really helps understanding 

their culture. 

finances 

I had my study finance, erasmus grant, 'OV‐vergoeding' and some savings which was enough to manage. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Because I had 45 ECTS in my free space I could choose anything I wanted, so I decided to follow courses at 

several different faculties. Unfortunately when I arrived they told me that it wasn't possible for me to take 

courses in the FELU(faculty of economics), because everything was full. So I only took courses in the FDV(faculty 

of social sciences) and the FF(faculty of arts). Apparently it was only possible to take courses at FELU if you are 

registered in their faculty. I was registered at the FDV. 
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academic quality of education activities 

Every faculty in Ljubljana has a completely different set of rules and way of teaching. I found that the exams 

were very much like Utrecht but the lectures were often very easy because they spent a lot of time on 

explaining small topics. I tried to attend as many lectures as possible so the exams were very easy. Also a lot of 

courses require to write essays/papers and to work alone. This was quite new for me but in the end I am happy 

that I learned to write a bit better. Overall I would say that the academic quality at FDV is good but lower than 

in Utrecht. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I only attended the first introduction lecture in which we met our student tutors. I know a lot of people got a 

'slovene buddy' to help them in the first days with their residence permits, but I have never met mine. I fixed 

the residence permit with the help of other Erasmus students. 

transfer of credits 

Hopefully this will not be a problem because they have the ECTS system. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Each faculty had different welcome programs. My faculty organized only an introductory lecture, but for 

example the FELU had a few introduction days. Other than that there are a few organizations who arrange a lot 

for new erasmus students, like the ESN network. Eventually I did not go to many welcome events because I had 

met a group of friends before these events took place.  

accommodation 

Because I was late with my application it was not possible for me to get a place in the dorms. The best tip they 

could give me was to just go and try to find private accommodation. So after one week of living in a hostel I 

finally found a nice shared room in the old part of the city center which was very beautifull. I also preferred 

living there because the student dorms in Rozna Dolina were always quite chaotic and the shared rooms small. 

The dorms in Bezigrad are also very small but at least you only have to share your kitchen and bathroom with 4 

people instead of 50. The biggest advantage of living in dorms however is the price, I think it was only 80 euros 

per month. My room was 200 per month, which is average in the center.  

leisure & culture 

Slovenia is definitely nòt a communist like Eastern European country! The slovene people get offended when 

you say that they are Eastern European, because they are living in Central Europe. Ljubljana is a very sweet, 

clean and peaceful town, but don't let it fool you because there are actually a lot of students. The best place to 

have a fun night is Metelkova. It's a small neighbourhood which is full of crazy art, grafitti and clubs. In Slovenia 

students really like to meet friends outside to have drinks, so on any random evening (if the weather is nice) 

squares like Kongresni Trg are completely packed with students. Ljubljana also organizes a lot of small festivals 

in the center to keep the city alive.  

One of the best things is their Studentski Boni system. Students get 22 coupons per month to use at about 100 

different restaurants in entire Slovenia. With these coupons you are able to eat a three course meal, price 

ranging from 0,50 to 4,70 euros. It's always really nice to meet people for lunch this way! I used this system a 

lot, also because the supermarkets in the center are usually more expensive than here.   

suggestions/tips 

Decide up front if you want to attend courses at different faculties. If you want to attend courses at the 

FELU(faculty of economics) than make sure that you are registered into that faculty. FELU students were 

welcome to take courses in the FDV faculty, but not the other way around. Also it is quite nice to live in the 
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Bezigrad dorms if you study at FDV or FELU, because it is only 500 meters far. But you have to register very 

early to get a place over there!  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would very much recommend Ljubljana if you like smaller towns. I loved the fact that everything was very 

nearby and that when I would walk through the center that I would often run into people I know. 

The university has quite some nice courses to offer as well and the teachers are very helpful. When you have 

questions it is best to visit them at their office hours though because I did notice that some teachers don’t reply 

their e‐mails. Slovene people are also very polite, kind and helpful. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I think the expierence abroad is very good for anyone, no matter where you go. I definitely got more open‐

minded towards other cultures by realizing that our dutch culture is not so 'normal' as I thought! 



page 1 of 3 

UU Report form ‐ Erasmus 2013‐2014 

e‐mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

Contact info available at the IO.

faculty/college  Social Sciences

level   bachelor master PhD

name degree programme Psychology

destination city & country Ljubljana, Slovenia

name host institution and/or 

company/organization 

University of Ljubljana

purpose Erasmus grant   courses research work placement 

departure date 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
30 / 08 / 2013 

return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 30 / 01 / 2014

preparation

exchange/placement application process 

Just follow the instrutions given by the host and home university. 

counselling/support at home university 

When I had any questions about where to find certain information or how particular things were arranged, I 

could always go to the international office or send an email. This has helped me several times, especially when I 

couldn't find certain information or needed some contact info.  

academic preparation 

I did some extra courses in my second year so I could fail or drop courses in my Erasmus period, without getting 

any study delay.  

language preparation 

Since the courses I followed were in English I didn't have to do any language preparation for my courses. I did 

follow the EILC language course which turned out to be quite helpful even though I only learned the true basics 

of Slovene. In general, most people speak at least a little English in Ljubljana, especially the younger generation. 

But not all of them do, so speaking a little slovene can be helpful in daily life.  

finances 

Slovenia is not as cheap as most people expect. The pricelevel is a little under Dutch pricelevel, but not so 
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much. The only thing that is really cheap is campus housing, partially because you chare a (small) room. I used 

my Erasmus grant and my savings mostly as additional funding. (Finding work in LJubljana can be hard when 

you do not speak Slovene well, at the moment the crises is pretty bad there, so there are no jobs in general. 

There is an agency that provides jobs for students, so you can get some information on that at the international 

office of LJubljana) 

study/placement abroad period

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues)

The courses are a little less demanding there than in Utrecht in my opinion, but because you are taking 

aproximately 6 courses at once there is still plenty of work to do. Different faculties have there own way of 

applying to courses and the arangements made concerning those courses. At the faculty of Social Sciences you 

start with a week of trying out coruses, after that you can choose which ones you would like to attend that 

semester. The international program is fairly well organised at the faculty of Social Sciences. At the faculty of 

Arts the international program is less well organised. There has been some confusion for some Erasmus 

students which courses were available and taught in English at the faculty of Arts. In the end the international 

office there was helpful in trying to solve the difficulties. I did not attend any courses at other faculties. Several 

courses have oral examination. I followed one course that was taught by the minister of Education of Slovenia, 

this resulted in a lot of resceduling and missed lectures because of scheduling difficulties because of other 

obligations. Besides this course I didn't experience much organisational issues at the faculty of Social Sciences.   

academic quality of education/placement activities

In general the academic quality was good at the faculty of Social Sciences. They were in areas that I did not 

study before (they do not have psychology courses at the faculty of Social Sciences), so it might be a bit too 

easy if it is your own field of study. At the faculty of Arts where I did have some Psychology courses they 

sometimes contained more repetition of the basics of psychology than I anticipated, because there were also 

students that never had any psychology courses before. Some exams had lower quality and difficulty than 

expected, especially the oral ones. Others (mostly the written exams) were approximately at the same level of 

difficulty as in Utrecht.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation

When needed you could always go to the international office with any problems you faced as an eramus 

student. My teachers are also willing to help or elaborate on the course content during their office hourse when 

needed.  

transfer of credits 

I do not know yet 

student life

welcome/orientation programme 
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I had an eleborate orientation of Slovenia and Ljubljana with the EILC course. There was also a welcome and a 

information session at the beginning of the semester with all the necessary information for o.a. arranging 

housing, student meals and student transport for all the Erasmus students.  

accommodation 

I would advise to apply for campus housing at first. This will provide you with a cheap environment for the first 

weeks where you can get to know a lot of new nice Erasmus students. If you want you can start searching for 

appropriate private accomodation from there (instead of staying in a hostel for weeks). The private 

accomodation is much more expensive but does give you a chance to get your own room, instead of a shared 

room. I would advise to arrange your application for campus housing at the camping housing office as soon as 

possible. If you go the same day as everybody (the day after the general instruction in Ljubljana about how to 

get in) prepare yourself for hours of waiting in line. You can find a list of some private accomodation at the ŠOU 

office (international student organisation), but also monitor the erasmus facebooks that are made by the 

university and ask around. That might provide you with better offers. I stayed at the dormitories the first month 

and found private accomodation thereafter in the city center.   

leisure/culture 

Find out for yourself! 

suggestions/tips 

enjoy the student meals and try a lot of different restaurants with them!

conclusions

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain

Most defiitely , I met some amazing people and followed several interesting courses that I would never have 

attended in the Netherlands. It is a great place to travel from to other destinations in central Europe and the 

Balkans by car with other erasmus students. Travelling by train is more expensive, time consuming and the 

international connections are bad, but by car is ideal. Slovenia has a great variety of landscapes in a vey small 

country which are lovely to admire. An other major advantage for me was that most people spoke English so I 

could get around easily without speaking much Slovene (only the true basics I learned in the language course).  

do you have any additional advice or comments?
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UU Report form ~ Erasmus 2012-2013 

faculty/college University College Utrecht

level  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

name degree programme Liberal Arts and Sciences 

destination city & country Ljubljana, Slovenia 

name host institution and/or 

company/organization 

University of Ljubljana 

purpose Erasmus grant  study/courses  work placement 

departure date (dd/mm/yyyy) 1 / 10 / 2012 

return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 28 / 1 / 2013 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

I have applied to the University of Ljubljana in the second round of applications. The application procedure was the 

same as for the first round. It was indeed a lot of paper work, but not difficoult to fulfill it. Also, UU International 

Office was very helpful  

counselling/support at home university 

The counselling and support at the University was very good. They always responded very quickly and answered 

all of my questions.  

academic preparation 

I did not have any special academic preparation before the start of the semester. 

language preparation 

I did not have any language preparation.  

finances 

In general, life is in Slovenia is less expesive than in the Netherlands. While you are enrolled at the host 

University, you are also entitled to subsidized student meal in most restaurants around the country.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 
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I took courses from two different departments, therefore my study programme was a bit more challenging 

regarding the organisation of schedule and exams, but otherwise I think the academic calendar is similar to the 

one of Dutch Universities and courses are usually worth 5 or 6 ECTS. The number of English thought courses 

depends on the faculty you choose.  

academic quality of education/placement activities 

There are lots of classes every day, but you do not have to be prepared for each class in advance. Some courses 

include practical work. Most of the slides from the lectures are available online. The lectures could only be a bit 

more interactive. 

Exam period is at the end of the semester, therefore it can be quite intense. 

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

Sometimes I was difficult to find the right person in case of a specific question, otherwise it was okay. 

transfer of credits 

I assume there won't be troubles regarding the ECTS credits transfer. Grading system is the same as at the 

Utrecht University. 

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

Welcome programme was organized by ŠOU Ljubljana. It involved many activities and trips. Here, you can meet 

other Erasmus students, and get to know Slovenian culture better. Faculty organizes a welcome reception as well. 

Throughout the semester, ŠOU keeps you informed about further activites and trips around Slovenia and abroad. 

accommodation 

Most of the students live in student dormitories. It is good to apply early for it, since beds are given on "first come 

first serve" basis. It is also possible to rent a private accomodation for a reasonable price. 

leisure/culture 

Although Ljubljana is the capital city, it is small and cozy. It is located in the centre of Slovenia, therefore it is easy 

to travel around.  

suggestions/tips 

Learn some basic slovanian words and phrases before you arrive. It will be very useful. 

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

Studying in Ljubljana, can be a nice experience. Even though it is small town, it has many things to offer and other 

destinations around are at hand. The academic programme is satisfying, and there is also a sufficient amount of 

courses available in English.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No. 



UU Report form ~ Erasmus 2010-2011 

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

name degree programme Liberal Arts and Sciences 

destination city & country Slovenia,, Ljubljana 

name host institution and/or 

company/organization 

University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Education 

purpose Erasmus grant  study/courses  work placement 

departure date (dd/mm/yyyy) 07 / 02 / 2011 

return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 24 / 08 / 2011 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

Ljubljana was not my first choose to go to, but I arrived her coincidently. There was a misunderstanding because I 

study Liberal Arts and Sciences in Utrecht I was used to be able to choose almost every course from every faculty 

and I send my application to go abroad to my own faculty. I got accepted at the university I wanted to, but I only got 

to know by then that I could only choose courses from humanities in the host university. This was not what I wanted 

so I had to choose from the left over partner universities from the central programme to be able to choose courses 

from different faculties than humanities. So I choose Ljubljana. 

This misunderstanding had made my application process complicated, as I had to do everything twice. Otherwise it 

was actually easy.   

counselling/support at home university 

As soon as I had send the first application, they were very helpfull and I knew who to go to with my questions. The 

reference from a professor I needed was a bit more complicated as I hardly knew my studycoordinator but she 

was still able to write a positive reference fortunately.   

academic preparation 

I didn't have an academic preparation, as I decided to take my exchange as an extra semester. I was told it would 

be very hard to find the same courses and that even afterwards the level could be seen as not sufficient and it 

could cause some difficulties back home. So I decided just to take it easy and take courses I would want to and 

not in particular courses that would fit in my home programme.  

language preparation 

In Slovenia I would join only English speaking courses so this would not cause any problems. I would have liked to 

join the intensive language course in slovene before the semester had started but this was unfortunately not 

possible as I still had exams in Utrecht at that time. Actually it turned out that I had courses in Slovene but I dit not 

know this before.  

finances 



I had saved enough money by working before leaving and together with my Erasmusgrant and my parents support 

the finances would not cause any problems.  

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

In Utrecht I got the impression it would be really important too choose my courses exactly before going and I put a 

lot of time in reading all coursedescriptions and choosing courses. But when I sent these chooses to my 

coordinator in Ljubljana he wrote me these courses where impossible and asked me too choose some others. 

Again I reconcidered and made up a different learning agreement. But after arriving in Ljubljana it again changed 

completly, partly because many courses appeared to be in Slovene and also because they would not even been 

on. After two weeks I again changed my learning agreement, as the Slovene theory courses where impossible for 

me to follow. So my experience is (I heard the same from friends) that you can prepare so well, but it will always 

turn out to be different. 

academic quality of education/placement activities 

In Slovenia they don't separate, as in many countries, the scientific university and the more practical 'hogeschool' 

as in Holland. This meant that the faculty of education in Ljubljana contained the same amount of practical as 

theory courses. Practical courses you would never found on an academic university in the Netherlands. And as 

there where just 6 Erasmusstudents at our faculty and not even taking all the same courses they could not make 

any English courses so the courses we had to join would be in Slovene. This was quite a shock, as no-one had 

told me this before and it was not written on the website. As a result, all the theory courses where to hard for me to 

follow and I had just practical courses, like music, art and puppetry. Exception was one course I joined at the 

faculty of social sciences just because I wanted a course in English, for the academic challenge and also to meet 

other Erasmusstudents (this course was just for us). Although it was really different than I expected, I was happy 

having these courses as it was a change because in Utrecht I am not able to join such practical courses and I 

enjoyed them . Another good thing about them was that I didn't have to study so much for them I had much time 

left to do different things, as making trips and partying. But sometimes I missed the academic challenge as well.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

Probably partly because Ljubljana doesnt have too many Erasmusstudents and in particularly the faculty of 

Education I got a lot of supprt and my coordinator was very kind and helpfull. It was a relief I didnt have to make 

appointments or a certain hour, I could always pass by and he aswered my emails within a few hours. Especially 

the first weeks I went to him a lot because of all the changes of my Learning Agreement and he helped me to 

reach professors I could not find and he suggested me some courses. 

transfer of credits 

As I mentioned before my credits would not matter, as I had decided to take this Erasmustime as an extra 

semester.  I am glad I decided this beforehand, because the level would have been defintely found unsufficient 

academic in Utrecht.  

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

It was a bit of a dissapoinment when I arrived that we did not have a welcome programme at my faculty. Because 

we where just 6 they thought it was not worth it. But friends from other faculties had an orientation programme and 



it would have been nice if this would have been centrally organised instead of just every faculty for itself. But I was 

lucky I got a tutor (a student from my faculty who helped me) and the international office organised a lot of 

activities for new students, so through these I met many people.   

accommodation 

It was very confusing if the university would provide me accommodation. In november I had applied for 

accommodation and I assumed this would all be alright. A few days before I came I just sent an email to be sure 

and then they told me the university could only provide me a double room and I really didn't want this. They gave 

me a website (googlespreadsheet) where rooms private rooms where offered so in a hurry I called some landlords 

for appointments. The first apartment I went to visit just a few hours after my arrival and I took it, as it was 

amazing. They had told me it would be hard to find private accomodation, but as I was in Ljubljana two weeks 

before the semester started I thought it was quite easy, a lot of apartments where offered and still cheap in 

comparison to Utrecht. But they could have given me this website earlier, as I just assumed I arranged everything 

well but apparently I had not.  

leisure/culture 

Slovenia is really good to students. Every students gets 21 foodcoupons a month, which you can use in almost all 

restaurants whithin Ljubljana and you get a three-course dinner for something in between 2 and 5 euros. Also 

many sports are for free provided by the students. So I joined a weekly water aerobics course and went swimming 

really often. Sometimes I joined aerobics lessons, all for free.  

Every Monday and Thursday we had Erasmus parties in clubs and next to this we had many activities and outings 

organised by the international office, also really diverse. So if you wanted you could really fill your whole week by 

joining all what was possible organised by the international office. The students who worked there were also all 

very nice. I joined a few activities and trips and they were always very exciting. The parties where a social meeting 

place for Erasmus students.  

suggestions/tips 

If you want to use the credits for your home university check before if the courses you need are available in 

English because thinking the courses are in english when the titles are in english on the website is an illusion. And 

if you expect visitors dont live in a dormitory provided by the university (if you can afford it) but private. Because in 

all the dormitories they are very strict to Erasmusstudents about noise and visitors. You can not have any 

otherwise you get kicked out (and I know people who had this problem).   

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

Definetly! I love Ljubljana and Slovenia! It is the capital, but very small and convenient. We where with about 400-

500 Erasmusstudents the second semester and its a right amount, you get to know many of them. I lived in the 

centre and this made it even more nice, but just by sitting on the mainsquare for half on hour on a sunny day you 

would defintely see some students you know and this I really enjoyed. I could cycle everything, never had to take 

a bus or metro. Because you get to know the city so quickly as it is small I think its much easier to get used to live 

there. Slovenia is also very well located for trips within Europe or the Balkans and itself its very diverse and 

beautiful, so if you have freetime its a great place to be.  

And the city is very friendly to (exchange) students I would really recommend going there. 



do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Contact me for any questions. I would be happy to tell you more about my experiences in Ljubljana, Slovenia. 



UU Report form ~ Erasmus 2010-2011 

faculty/college Utrecht School of Economics 

level  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

name degree programme Economics 

destination city & country Ljubljana, Slovenia 

name host institution and/or 

company/organization 

University of Ljubljana/  Faculty of Economics 

purpose Erasmus grant  study/courses  work placement 

departure date (dd/mm/yyyy) 01 / 10 / 2010 

return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 04 / 02 / 2011 

preparation 

exchange/placement application process 

This went very easily for me, I applied after the official deadline and therefore I had some exemptions concerning 

the application process. 

counselling/support at home university 

For the application process I got excellent support of my home University. They made my preparation really easy 

and clear. 

academic preparation 

My academic preparation consisted of the search and approval of the courses followed abroad. In this I got a fast 

response from the Board of Examiners. 

language preparation 

The language spoken at the host institution was English. I evaluated my English as satisfactory so I had no extra 

personal language preparation. No obligatory language preparations from my home university (reason might be 

that I applied after the deadline of application for the host institution. 

finances 

I applied for an Erasmus grant (200€)  and I also get a grant from the Dutch government (Dienst Informatie 

Uitvoering; (335€). Next to these two grants I saved some money before going and I also got a small monthly 

amount from my parents. 

study/placement abroad period 

study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues) 

At the Faculty of Economics of the University of Ljubljana the quantitiy of the courses in English was very good 

and there were also offered a lot of diverse courses. Also the organization of the university was very good. Almost 

everything (way of studying at the university, schedules etc.) was very well organized and also the staff was very 



helpfull and fast with responding to questions. 

academic quality of education/placement activities 

The quality of the courses was less than back home. A lot of courses offered at the year 1 level and year 2 level 

but not year 3 level. Because I needed ECTS with a year 3 level I had to follow some graduate courses. Generally 

the courses I followed in LJubljana were mostly more orientated on the business side of economics (so more 

practical) than it was about academic thinking.  

counselling/support at host institution/organisation 

The support and counselling I got from the host institution was very satisfactory. The international department of 

the host institution was very helpfull, friendly and fast with responding.     

transfer of credits 

At the moment of writing I do not know yet the precise process of the transfer of the credits achieved there. But 

they work there with the ECTS system (same as Utrecht University) and before my departure (and during my stay) 

the Board of Examiners confirmed that the courses I followed there will count for my study here (the ECTS 

achieved there). So I assume that the credits achieved at the University of Ljubljana will also count at Utrecht 

University. 

student life 

welcome/orientation programme 

For all the international students of the Faculty of Economics the faculty organised an orientation week. During this 

week all the new international  students were welcomed by the staff of the international office and by the head of 

the faculty of Economics. Further we got some information about the univerrsity, the faculty, student life, Ljubljana, 

Slovenie and the Slovene language. Other things organized during this week were tours around the faculty and 

the city.  

The international office of the local student organization organized a introduction weekend and some 

introductioanry activities regarding the country and culture.  

accommodation 

Accomodation was possible through the university. This was very cheap with double bedrooms in a dormitory but 

because I applied after the official deadliune these were allready full. Help for finding a private accomodation was 

given by the local student organization. This was very useful, but most of the time too crowded to be helped. 

Finally I found an appartment on my own which was not very easy (perhaps because I wanted a place in or close 

to the city centre). Also prices for accomoadation were lower than in the Netherlands. 

leisure/culture 

The hours I spent on attending classes was almost double relative to the hours attending classes in Utecht. But 

still I had a lot of leisure. Ljubljana is a real student city with a lot of students and activities for students. 

Furthermore is the location of Ljubljana excellent regarding travelling to a lot of big European cities and is it 

surroundd by a very beautiful natural environment. 

suggestions/tips 

Student life in Ljubljan is very good. Because of its large University and relatively great amount of student 
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population there is a lot to do for students. Almost all Slovenians speak English so integrating with the local people 

is very easy.  

conclusions 

would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this destination to others. The organization of the local student organization and of 

the faculty is very open enthousiastic and helpfull. The acadamic level of the courses at the Faculty of Economics 

is relatively lower (more practical oriented than theoretical). Next to this academic aspect, there is a lot to learn 

about other cultures, because of the good location relative to al lot of different culture. Personally the thing I liked 

most was the experience of being an exchange student and living in another country with other uses. Ljubljana 

and Slovenia contributed a lot to this experience. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No 
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