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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 

UU Report 2014-2015 

 
Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  

Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name  

first name      

student number      

e-mail address - 

faculty/college Geosciences  

level ☐ bachelor’s X master’s ☐ PhD  

name study programme Sustainable Development  

 

destination city & country Venice, Italy       

name university abroad  Ca’ Foscari University Venice 

start date 30 /01 /2015         

end date 17 /06 /2015         

 
You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I experienced the application process for Ca’ Foscari university not as very easy, because it was difficult for me to 

find accurate information about the courses that I could do through the Italian website. It was important to 

know exactly which courses I was going to follow, because I needed approval of the board of examiners of my 

master since the courses had to be relevant for my study program. In that sense, it might be easier to go on 

Erasmus exchange when you are doing your Bachelor degree when you have more freedom to follow optional 

courses. Because the university in Italië was not sure about the program they were going to teach in the 

following year yet either, it became a little complicated. I had to email with an Italian professor which sometimes 

responded really quickly and sometimes not for a couple of weeks. The application itself was no problem in the 

end, but when the learning agreement had to be signed there was a large delay again because the professor that 

had to sign the papers did not respond anymore. This actually caused me to miss the official deadline for handing 

in the documents, because when he did sign he signed the wrong papers but luckily in the end everything 

worked out.     

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I did not use the support of the international desk at UU much, because I corresponded directly with the Italian 

professor due to the fact that we were talking about specific content. However, at times that I had questions 
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about more general things, the international desk at UU responded very quickly so that was very nice.  

academic preparation 

The program I did in Venice is a partner program from my studies in Utrecht, so when I finally had collected the 

English taught courses of this program, no further academic preparation was needed. Also, I was going to do 

courses of the first year of the two-year program while in Utrecht I already completed the first year so I already 

gained some academic skills. The courses I did in Venice were for me extra courses.       

language preparation 

For me, there was no additional language preparation necessary because the courses were taught in English. 

Since I study in English in Utrecht as well, no further documents were needed.       

Finances 

It is wise to make a financial plan before hand, so you know exactly how much money you need. It is better to 

make a higher estimation, so there will be no problems when you are abroad. I had saved money during the 

entire year working in a restaurant.       

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I had picked all the courses I wanted to do already when I was still at home, so when I arrived in Italy this was 

not a problem. You do not have to register for the courses so if you want to make changes this is not too 

difficult either. I had four courses at Ca’ Foscari University and one at Venice International University (which is a 

partnership between different universities around the world, among which Ca’ Foscari), and there was some 

overlap between the time schedule so that was unfortunate. However, the professor still recommended me to 

do this because at Ca Foscari there were no other courses at master level in English that I could do, because 

many courses are taught in Italian. More people had some overlap. The science department of Ca Foscari had 

moved to mestre this year which is at the main land (I didn’t know this) but it is nice to consider this when you 

are organizing the place where you are going to live. I had to travel a lot.       

academic quality of education activities 

In general, I experienced the courses at Ca’ Foscari University as less challenging and demanding than the 

program I’m doing at Utrecht University. The professors were very nice and tried to explain everything so 

everybody understood, but I felt the level of departure was lower than I’m used to and progress was a little bit 

slow. But because the courses where more beta-oriented than my courses in Utrecht, it gave me the 

opportunity to understand everything good as well.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I have only been to the International Welcome Desk at Ca’ Foscari University twice. The first time was in the 

first week to hand in all the documents and the second time was when I was leaving and I needed my certificate 

of attendance. I experienced the people working there as very friendly, nice and helpful people.      

transfer of credits 

I do not know if there are going to be any problems with the transfer of credits yet, because I have not received 

my record of transcripts yet. However, I do not expect any problems because I received approval of the board 

of examiners before went on Erasmus, stating that the grades and number of EC will be determined and 

entered in Osiris after you have handed in proof of passing the courses at the Studiepunt Geosciences.     
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STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The International Welcome Desk had organised a welcome day which was very useful. First they explained 

about the university and how everything works, because it is quite different from what most people are used 

to. For example, you do not have to registrate for courses but you just have to show up. In the end of the 

courses, you do have to register for the exam but you can decide last minute for which courses you want to 

take the exam. However, erasmus students have to hand in their learning agreement so for them it is different. 

Second there was a tour through all the facilities and a student organisation fair, so you had the possibility to 

talk with people from sport organizations or for example ESN. In the end there was a welcome drink, which was 

also very nice because it was the perfect opportunity to meet other international students.  

Accommodation 

I had found accommodation via a friend of a friend of mine, which I was very happy about because in Venice it 

is really difficult to find a place which is nice and affordable. I also looked on FB pages, through which I’m sure I 

would have found something else. In Venice, it is important you pay attention to the location of your house, 

because there are also a lot of offers on the islands surrounding Venice (such as Lido) or at the mainland 

(Mestre). It is quite common to share a room in Italy, with two or three people. Because I really did not want 

that, I accepted that my rent was going to be high in comparison with those rooms. Ca’ Foscari University also 

provided some help with finding accommodation, but this was mostly for shared rooms, not in Venice the main 

island or at an institution where you cannot cook yourself for example. 

leisure & culture 

I really enjoyed my time in Venice, mostly because of the leisure time and activities that I did. At the welcome 

day, I joined ESN (Erasmus Student Network) and they organized some nice activities such as city tours, movie 

nights and drinks. The ESN card also gives you a discount for some bars etc. During the ESN activities in the first 

week I met a lot of other international students so after some time we also met on other days and took trips 

together for example. In Venice there are not many places you can go out, but it is all just bars at night and 

drinks at the streets and this is also how you meet new people. Further, there are many cultural things you can 

see and there are a lot of museums, for example Peggy Guggenheim. Also in the spring, the biennale starts 

which is an art exhibition that attracts many people. You can visit other islands in the lagoon such as Burano 

and Murano and in the summer go to the beach at Lido.  

suggestions/tips 

I would recommend everybody to join ESN, because it gives you the opportunity to meet a lot of new people 

quickly and they organise many fun activities, among which are day and multiple-day trips to other cities. In 

Venice there are not cars or buses, so if you have to travel it is wise to buy a boat card (which costs 50 euros) 

and to put an abonnement on it (students get a large discount). Another thing about Venice is that there can be 

aqua alta, especially in the winter. This means that parts of the city are flooded so bring rain boots.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend Ca’ Foscari university and Venice because it is a really nice place to study. The international 

welcome desk is very organized and they can help you with all your organizational issues. There are a lot of 

internationals, so the university has experience with students from abroad and for you it is nice that there a 

many other students doing the same as you. However, I would recommend it more for people studying history, 

arts or economics and not so much sciences (at master level), unless you speak Italian. Most courses at the 
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science department are in Italian and it is very difficult to find master courses that match you study program. 

For me it was possible because there is a joint degree program for my study, but other students had many 

problems finding courses (at the environmental sciences faculty, there were only three other international 

students).  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you like to learn Italian, the university offers some free courses at different levels, but you already have to 

register for this at home (so keep in mind the deadline).   

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
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