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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 2014-2015 

 
Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  
 

Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name       

first name       

student number       

e-mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

     @      

faculty/college Faculteit Geowetenschappen 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Human Geography 

 

destination city & country Prague, Czech Republic 

name university abroad  Charles University 

start date 15 / 09 / 2014  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 30 / 01 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

My first preference was to go to Malta. This turned out to be difficult, because it was a university wide program. 

My other two choices were impossible as well, so I had to choose another city last minute. I received a big list of 

partner universities from the international office geowetenschappen and had to decide in one day. There were of 

view options that immediately appealed me. At the end I choose Prague. I already knew that Prague was a 

beautiful city and the living costs are quite cheap. But the main argument was the big offer in courses taught in 

English. So Prague is was. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

If I had any problems I mostly went to the international office geowetenschappen. They always turned out to be 

very helpful. Because there is a lot to think off before you go, I sometimes checked whether I didn't forgot 

something.  

academic preparation 

There was no special preparation for this program. The courses were the same level as I was used to in Utrecht. 

language preparation 
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There was no special preparation for this program. The courses were the same level as I was used to in Utrecht. 

My English has never been perfect, so this was a bit of a problem before I went abroad. So I decided to take 

action on this part before my Erasmus period. I decided to take part in a committee within EGEA to organize an 

event for European geography students and I also took part frequently in activities with international students 

in Utrecht. This forced me to already speak in English before I went to Prague and turned out the be really 

helpful. 

finances 

I already said, Prague is quite cheap. So with the Erasmus grant, the ov-vergoeding and my regular grant from 

the Dutch government it was affordable to go to Prague. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The offer of courses in human geography was quite small, so it was clear which courses I had to take. I had to 

take at least 50% at the faculty of social science, so there was not a lot of space for other subjects. This was a 

pity, because the courses at my own faculty were mostly beta oriented courses. I decided to take some courses 

in economics. All the courses are easy to find online at the website from Charles University.   

academic quality of education activities 

I think the quality of the courses was quite low. For me it seemed to be like I was back in High School again. 

Especially the length of the lessons were a point of critique. Sometimes I had to listen for 100 minutes in a row 

without break. Also the didactic quality of the lessons was not always as good as I’m used to in the Netherlands. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

This was good. There was a clear orientation day and the international office was of a good service. 

transfer of credits 

I don't know about this yet. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the first weeks there were so many things to do. Besides events from the international club of the Charles 

University, there also were some other organization who organized events frequently. But especially the 

orientation week was very good and a lot of fun. There are over 1000 international students in at the Charles 

University and on this day you meet people from all kind of studies and nationalities. I already made some 

many friends in my first week. It was really a great time. 

accommodation 

I stayed at a private flat with two other persons. Luckily I was able to arrange this at my very first day. I used 

Myflatshare.com to find the apartment. It was 350 euros a month and in the middle of the city center. It’s also 

possible to choose to stay at a dorm in a shared bedroom. This also very cheap, around 130 euros a month. 

Most people I met were very enthusiastic about the dorm, because you live together with a lot of international 

students. The times a spent there were always a lot of fun. 

leisure & culture 

Prague I a beautiful city with a lot of cultural sides. The first days are so impressive! Of course the night life I 

also very interesting with many bars and big clubs. For leisure I went to football games, museums and ice 

hockey. But the best things were the hiking trips. These trips were organized by the international clubs. It was 

perfect to meet people and see some other sides of the country. At the first trip we were hiking though the 
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woods and drinking beer at the same time. A lovely experience. 

suggestions/tips 

Just come to Prague and fall in love with this beautiful city! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

If you value your academic development during the Erasmus period, I wouldn't recommend Prague. Maybe it’s 

better to go to a Scandinavian country or England. But to all other students I would really recommend this city. 

The life is very relax and there is a lot to do and a lot other international students. Besides to beautiful sides and 

fun people,  the cheap prices makes the life in Prague very comfortable. It is very nice to not have to think 

about money all the time when you are spending your time abroad.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
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