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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 2014-2015 

 
Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  
 

Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name       

first name       

student number       

e-mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

     @      

faculty/college Geosciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Earth Sciences 

 

destination city & country Leeds, England 

name university abroad  Leeds University 

start date 17 / 09 / 2014  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 23 / 01 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

When I decided to go on exchange, the first thing was of course to find the university I wanted to go to. This was 

on itself a whole process of finding first of all the universities that give the modules I was interested in follow and 

gave these courses in English. Fortunately a map of available universities with the corresponding important 

information about these universities was available on the website of geosciences and was very helpful in making 

my decision. After making my decision to go to the University of Leeds, I had to write my motivation letter, plan 

of finances and study plan. This took some time, as you really have to think about why you want to go on 

exchange, and what you are exactly planning to do. I think it is good that they request that from you, as you 

really have to think about your exchange instead of having this vague plan of going.      

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I was not so satisfied about the support of the Utrecht University, as I actually only got little information about 

all the things I had to arrange before going. And so I had to find out from hearing from other people about the 

important things which had to be arranged. For example, I only found out at the beginning of July that I had to 

apply for the Erasmus Scholarship myself, while I thought this was arranged for my. I would have liked some 

more clarity about this, which can easily be done by for example sending the students a checklist of things 
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which have to be done before going. The international office however was really helpful when I came with 

questions. 

academic preparation 

The courses I had chosen to follow in Leeds were all in the area of Environmental Sciences, rather than Geology, 

which is my major. These courses did not recommend any pre-requests, so I didn't need any specific academic 

preparation. 

language preparation 

My level of English, espacially acedemic English was already on a sufficient level as most of my program of study 

is tought in English and thus I was already used to following courses in English and writing acedemically in 

English. 

finances 

It was good to think about my finances before leaving, as an exchange of course costs a lot of money. It was 

also good to look at the prices in England, which are overall higher than in The Netherlands. I looked at the 

average costs for rent and living and how much I was planning to spend on trips and compared this with the 

money I had available. Fortunately the Erasmus grant and the public transport compensation already helped a 

lot and besides that I worked most of the summer and had a savings account which I was willing to use for this 

experience. Overall I had a good approximation of my costs before I went, which was very useful. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The courses I had chosen in Leeds were all 10 credit courses, which is equal to 5 ECTS courses in The 

Netherlands. The difference is however is that in England, an acedemic year is seperated into 2 semesters, 

instead of 4 periods. In this way I was following 6 courses at the same time for my whole semester abroad 

instead of 2 at the time. This reminded me of my highschool system, especially as all the courses I followed only 

constisted out of two times an one hour lecture, which is to my opinion too short to really get into a subject. 

And you are changing courses all the time, which is confusing if you are not used to this. The courses I followed 

were not too complicated in content and thus easy to follow and study. I did however really learn a lot and 

really extend my knowledge as I followed my courses mostly outside my own path of study.  

academic quality of education activities 

The acedemic quality of the lectures were fine, although i would´ve liked some more depth into the subject in 

some courses. This had to do with the fact that I already finished my bachelor and I followed first, second and 

one third year course in Leeds. I wanted to do some more thirdyear courses, but this wasn´t possible either due 

to prerequests I did not have or simply because of timescedule clashes. Also the fact that I had only a few 

practical classes made me feel sometimes that I did not do anything for a whole week as I was only listening to 

lectures, which were only one hour, as I mentioned before. If I now look back however I can say that I actually 

learned a lot, it was just more spread out of the semester and the hard work only came in the end when I had 6 

exams in two weeks. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The counselling and support at the University of Leeds was fine. I was appointed a mentor, with whome I had 

an introduction talk and could meet up again with if I felt the need to. Also the international office was really 

helpful and always responded quickly if I had any questions. The lectureres themselves were also reachable by 

email and I always got a respronse, which I really appreciated.  

transfer of credits 

For my assignments during the course, I got my grades back before the exams, which I really appreciated. Also I 

got the feedback with it, so you can actually see what you did wrong and learn from it. I however do not have 
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any grades back from my exams, which I now finished over a month ago. Therefore I do not know how these 

grades will be transferred to the Dutch system as in England does not work with the same grading system as in 

The Netherlands; they give grades from 0-100, with 40 as being a sufficient. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

 The welcome and orientation program was really big and taken care of. At the beginning of te semester there 

was an international welcome week, the week before freshers week. This ment that there were only 

international students, and so you really got the chance to meet other international students. In this week 

there were welcome talks and other practical meetings, but they also organised a lot of activities to get to know 

the university, the city, the societies and each other. This was a really helpful and exciting first week. 

accommodation 

I could arrange an university accommodation before I got there, which was really good organized. On the site of 

the university there was a whole section about their accommodations which showed all the different 

accommodations available with all the information about the rent, the facilities and location included. It also 

contained pictures of the accommodation. This way you could really get a good image of the different 

accommodations available. When you made your choice you could fill in a form with your preference. As 

however it is not always possible to get in your preferred accommodation, you also had to fill in a list of 

preferences which you would like for your accommodation so that if you could not get into your preferred 

accommodation, you would get into another which does meet your preferences. I unfortunately did not get 

into my preferred accommodation, but was also satisfied with the accommodation I ended up at. It was a 

proper room and everything was in order. Also you could order a kitchen pack and a bedding pack before you 

arrived, so that you did not have to buy this yourself. I bought these packs and it was really nice to arrive in my 

room and not to have to think about kitchen supplies and beddings. Furthermore my accommodation also had 

a reception where you could always go to if you had a question or a complaint about the accommodation, for 

example when something is broken. They would quickly arrange someone to fix it, which I really appreciated. 

Also there was a printer there, so you did not had to go all the way to the university to print. The only negative 

thing about my accommodation was the laundry service. The laundry was next to the reception, so you had to 

go outside to do your laundry, which is already quite annoying. But the worse was that every wash costs 2.70 

pounds and as you had no room to dry your clothes, you also had to use the dryer, which was another 1.30. In 

total you thus had to spend 4 pounds (5.20 euro) for one wash. On top of this, I had a broken machine a couple 

of times, and thus I had to spend even more money to wash my clothes. Furthermore I missed a living room, or 

some kind of common room, but this differed per accommodation. But overall I was really satisfied with my 

accommodation. 

leisure & culture 

Leeds has a lot to offer leirsure and culture wise. The University of Leeds has a big society called the Union, 

which has a big building at the campus. The Union has a lot of societies, which you are all free to join. At the 

beginning of the semester all these societies presented themselves at a market where you could just walk 

around and register for any societies you were interested to join. Next to this market they also had 'Give It A 

Go' sessions, which were sessions from different societies which you were just free to join. In this way you 

could visit any society you were interested in joining, before deciding to join the society or not. It was also an 

opportunity to just visit a society for once, without having to join. I joined a couple of Give It A Go's and finally 

decided to join the Climbing Society and the Ballroom and Latin Society. The ballroom society had a learning 

session every Tuesday, which I joined together with a friend of mine. The climbing society organised trips to 

climb outside, but also went to the climbing wall several times every weeks, which you were free to join. I am 

really happy I joined these societies, because it was an opportunity to do something different than back home 

and as the societies are so open, they are really easy to join if you are only there for one semester.  
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Furthermore in Leeds itself there were multiple events throughout the semester like Light night and Bonfire 

night. Also the city has lots of bars, cafes and clubs next to a city centre with heaps of shops. Overall Leeds is 

just a very lively city with lots going on, which is really nice. 

suggestions/tips 

I would really recommend to join a society, because this is just a way to try some different things, and to meet 

English students! And if not, at least join some Give It A Go's, because they are just lots of fun. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definatly recommend Leeds and the University of Leeds to anyone. The city itself is very alive as I said 

before, and with all the societies and events, you will not get bored quickly. And the atmosphere is just great 

and you will really have the best time.  The university itself is a propper university, although I would 

recommend not to only follow 10 credit courses, because 6 courses at the same time were a bit too much for 

me. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Just enjoy! And don't worry in advance about any practical issues because Leeds is very well organised and it 

will all work out. 

 

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
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