
 

 
 

Study Abroad Report Form GEO 

Every UU student going abroad is expected to submit a report. Please send it as an e-mail 
attachment to international.geo@uu.nl. Please state your destination country (e.g. Australia) as 

subject.   
 
Your report will be made available to UU students preparing an exchange, placement or research 
period abroad. We will take out your name and student number. Not all of them are Dutch-
speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 
 
Thank you in advance! 

 
Text boxes will expand automatically while typing. Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

Family name: 
 

 

First name: 
 

      

Student number: 
 

      

Faculty/college: 

 

     Geowetenschappen 

Level: 
 

☐ bachelor ☐ master ☐ PhD ☐ other 

Name degree programme: 
 

      

 

Destination city & country 
 

   Baltimore  , United States of America 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

 

     Johns Hopkins University 

Purpose of exchange 
 

☐ study/courses  ☐ work placement  ☐ field work  ☐ other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 
 

     23-08-2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 
 

     25-12-2017 

 
You are requested to write on the following topics.  

Text boxes will expand automatically while typing. 
 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

     Filling in of a lot of forms for the application to the host University and for application for a J1 

visa. Start these processes early, as it will consume a lot of time and effort. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

     There are a few general meetings for going abroad. These meetings do not sufficiently  

prepare you for the enormous amount of paperwork and administration that is mandatory. Expect 

to do your own research regarding visa etc as there is no support given from the Geo-faculty as the 

requirements for the US/Johns Hopkins can be quite specific.   

Academic preparation: 

     There is no academic preparation needed. Make sure you find a few suitable courses on de 
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JHU’s is system online. These courses are not allowed to be to similar to previous completed 

courses. There is however a sort of shopping system during the first two weeks in which you can 

attend and try different courses. After this period you have to choose the courses you want to stay 

enrolled in. It is required to follow at least 12 credits which translates to 24 ECT. Most courses 

contain 3 credits. 

Language preparation: 

     You need to be adapt in academic English. Be mindful of the fact that presentations in 

English are also likely. 

Finances: 

     Finances need to be in order. This is a hassle concerning proof and Dutch Banks. You need 

to temporarily have somewhere between 10.000/15.000 on your direct bank account. You do not 

need to have this amount at al times on you account, but it is necessary for the proof. Expect 

Baltimore to be expensive. Healthy food is difficult to acquire and certainly not cheap. I would 

recommend to agree with the housing offered at nine east, as this is a nice complex and 

most(almost all) exchange students will stay here. The pricing however is steep. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

     One of the benefits of Johns Hopkins is the excellent study programme they offer. Expect 

good support and facilities. The programme is however extensive. It is required of you to attend 

classes and do classwork. Skipping classes and studying solely on yourself is not really an option. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

     The academic quality of Johns Hopkins is High. Classes are small and interactive. The 

academic and teaching qualities of the teachers in my experience was outstanding. The study 

atmosphere is different than in The Netherlands. The students study significantly harder. This 

creates more incentive to study harder yourself. Grades are partly determined on how you perform 

relative to your students. The students that follow the full (under)graduate programme also pay a 

lot of money to attend Hopkins as it is an highly renowned private research university. 

There is however a difference between the faculties. Johns Hopkins is mainly known for it’s courses 

in Biotechnology, Biomedical Sciences and other related subjects.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

     The counselling/support at the host institution was very good and personal. 

Transfer of credits: 

     The transfer of credits is terrible. At the moment I am looking into this.  

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

     There is just a small group of exchange students of roughly 25 students at the most. This 

creates a very good bond during the orientation. 

Accommodation: 

     The accommodation is expensive but nice. With study, fitness and other recreational areas. 

Leisure/culture: 

     If you have the time for leisure and culture there is plenty to do in Baltimore and the 



 

 
 
 

 

 

surrounding cities such as Washington DC and New York City 

Suggestions/tips: 

      

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

     Johns Hopkins is an excellent university which offers  outstanding courses and a good study 

atmosphere. I would never change the fact that I have studied there for half a year. Having said 

that, I would not necessarily recommend going there. If you are planning on following (bio)medical 

related courses, which was the case for me, there are not many universities that can beat Hopkins, 

but if you are going to study Geo related subjects I cannot recommend it. It that case the benefits 

do not outweigh the cons. The lectures will still be of high quality, but university's name does not 

carry any significant weight in those industries. It would be more beneficial to go a less demanding 

university, have better grades, more money and more free time.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

     If you are highly interested in Life Sciences, have enough money left and are willing to work 

very hard with motivated students to deepen your knowledge and experience, go for it!!! If you  

want a fun exchange and relatively favorable grades do not go. 

 
 

Contact details Student Services / International Office Geosciences 
Visitors’ address: Budapestlaan 4B, 3584CS, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 9559 
international.geo@uu.nl  
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