
 

 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

Every UU student going abroad is expected to submit a report, as stated in the conditions of the UU 
Study Abroad Contract. Please send it as an e-mail attachment to 

verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl. Please state your destination country (e.g. Costa Rica) as 
subject. The deadline to return this report is July 1, 2017, even if you are still abroad at that 
time!  
 
Your report will be made available to UU students preparing an exchange, placement or research 
period abroad. We will take out your name and student number. Not all of them are Dutch-
speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Thank you in advance! 
 

Text boxes will expand automatically while typing. Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

Family name: 
 

Deen      

 

First name: 
 

 

Student number: 
 

 

Faculty/college: 
 

Geosciences 

Level: 
 

 bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: 
 

Milieu-
natuurwetenschappen    
  

 

 

Destination city & country 
 

Baltimore, USA      

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 
 

Johns Hopkins University      

Purpose of exchange 
 

 study/courses   work 

placement   field work  

 other 

 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 
 

08/2016      

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 
 

01/2017      

 
You are requested to write on the following topics.  

Text boxes will expand automatically while typing. 
 

Preparation 
Exchange/placement application process: 
For studying in the US the application process can be a long process, because of the requirements 

and the application for a visa for example. You need to fill in different forms but everything went well 
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for me and it's mostly clear what you have to do.      
Counselling/support at home university: 
The support from Utrecht University was good and they can help you with whatever question you 

have.       
Academic preparation: 
For me it was possible to choose whatever course I liked, and I didn't have to do any specific 

academic preparations.      
Language preparation: 
Your English has to be at a sufficient level. I didn't have to take an English test but were able to get 

a statement from Utrecht University.       
Finances: 
Studying in the US can be expensive (but it's worth it!). Make sure that you think about all the 

finances in advance. With the savings I had I was able to study abroad.     
Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

Study/placement abroad period 
The first semester in the US is from the end of August until Christmas. The second semester starts 

in February and ends in May. I went the first semester.       
Academic quality of education/placement activities: 
The academic quality at Johns Hopkins University is very good. Also for students of environmental 

sciences (like me) they had a lot of interesting classes.       
Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 
The support at JHU was also good. There was an introduction week where I got acquainted with the 

university and I could always come to the Study Abroad Office for questions. However, after the 

introduction week, there weren't a lot of activities organised for the international exchange 

students, but the Study Abroad Office were trying to improve that I think.  
Transfer of credits: 
You can more easily score high grades than in the Netherlands, but when your grades are 

transferred to the Dutch system it is normally lower than you would expect, so keep that in 

mind.      
Student life 
Welcome/orientation programme: 
There was a very nice and enthusiastic introduction week!      
Accommodation: 
A room can be reserved for you next to campus. It's a brand new building, and thus quite 

expensive, but it has very nice facilities. (And it's hard to find a room on your own).       
Leisure/culture: 
Baltimore is a quirky but nice city and it's therefore fun to explore it. Also, on campus there are a 

lot of activities organised every week, and you can also join a sports team or student organisation.  
Suggestions/tips: 
Go on an outdoor trip with JHOC (Johns Hopkins Outdoor Club) or OP (Outdoor Pursuits)!      



 

 
 
 

 

 

Conclusions 
Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 
Yes, JHU is a very good university and Baltimore is a beautiful city! It's also relatively close to 

Washington D.C., Philadelphia, and New York, which you can visit as well during your trip.       
Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 
It might sound a bit scary to go to Baltimore because of its criminality, but you get a lot of 

information/tips/advice about living there and what you should do in certain situations. Campus 

security is present as well.       
 

 
 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 

Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 

+31-(0)30-253 7000 

exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information) / verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report) 

www.uu.nl/students/exchange 
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