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Addresses and pigeon holes
Addresses
The Faculty’s visiting address is:
Faculty of Geosciences
Heidelberglaan 2,
3584 CS Utrecht
The Netherlands
Tel. +31 (0)30 – 253 2044
Internet: http://www.uu.nl/geo
The Faculty’s postal address is:
Faculty of Geosciences
PO Box 80.115
3508 TC Utrecht
The Netherlands

Secretariat of the Department of Human Geography and Planning:
Room 601, 6th floor W.C. van Unnikgebouw
Tel. +31 (0)30 – 253 1399
Fax. +31 (0)30 – 253 2037
V.U.G.S, association for students in human geography and spatial planning at Utrecht University
Ruppertbuilding
Tel. +31 (0)30 – 253 2789
Email: vugs@uu.nl
Internet: http://vugs.uu.nl
European Geography Association (EGEA), an association of European study unions
Ruppertbuilding
Tel. +31 (0)30 – 253 9708
Email: egea@uu.nl
Internet: http://www.egea.eu/entity/utrecht

Pigeon Holes
The pigeon holes of the staff and personnel of the Department of Human Geography and
Planning are on the 6th floor near room 635 of the Willem C. van Unnik building.
The pigeon holes of V.U.G.S. and EGEA, are on the 7th floor.
At the Student Information Desk of Geosciences you can deliver letters for the Board of Examiners.
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Student Information Desk of Geosciences (‘Studiepunt’):
Ground floor W.C. van Unnikgebouw
info: http://studenten.geo.uu.nl/
Tel. +31 (0)30 – 253 9559
Email: studiepunt.geo@uu.nl
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Preface by the Programme Director
Gradually, cities seems to become the ‘natural’ habitats of people and firms. In 1950, only 29% of people lived
in cities. Today this counts for more than half of the world population an it is expected to reach 70% by 2050. In
and between these cities complex and dynamic relationships between inhabitants, firms, visitors, transport and
communication infrastructures and amenities are taking place. These interactions can lead to economic innovations,
creativity and high quality of life which attract new firms and households looking for a new location or visitors who
use urban facilities and (public) spaces. However, social and economic inequalities, tensions between lifestyles and
communication and mobilities problems may also arise and can reduce or change migration and mobility patterns.
Due to differences in their position in globalised urban systems, their location in a developed or developing country
and specific cultural, social, political and physical characteristics, urban areas worldwide are diverse and experience
varying developments. In the Research Master’s programme in Human Geography and Planning we will teach you to
understand the reasons behind these diverse developments in the urbanised world, to translate up-to-date theoretical
and methodological developments in human geography and planning into empirical research and to formulate effective
policy recommendations to make cities more viable.

Part of the HGPM class of 2008
We have selected you and other highly qualified and motivated students to explore your own interests and to teach you
the specialised knowledge and professional attitudes and skills you need to become first class researchers in academic
and professional organisations in the field of human geography and planning. The international setting of the Master,
combined with the small scale of the groups and the pleasant working atmosphere will contribute to this aim. After a
day of hard working we hope you can also enjoy the pleasant social and cultural ambiance of Utrecht with your fellow
students and other friends.
We hope this course catalogue will help you find the relevant information you need as student in the Master’s
programme easily. First a general description of the programme, the main points and some organisational matters are
presented. This is followed by a description of all courses of the two year programme. Information about services, the
Faculty, a list of staff members and the teaching and examination regulations is also included in the catalogue.
We wish you a wonderful, inspiring and pleasant Research Master’s in Human Geography and Planning.
Dr. Dick Ettema
Programme director of the Research Master’s programme in Human Geography and Planning
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General information
Human Geography and Planning: a Utrecht Research Master’s programme
Since 2004 the Graduate School of Geosciences organizes the two-year research master’s programme in Human
Geography and Planning (HGPM). This programme is aimed at students who aim to improve their knowledge and skills
in scientific research or issues relevant to the urbanized and urbanizing world.
Selection and scholarships
The selection criteria for the Utrecht Research Master are stricter than those for our regular master programmes.
Apart from academic qualifications, ambitions, skills and motivation are taken into consideration. Students that have
been selected for a Utrecht Research Master’s programme stand a better chance of receiving specific scholarships (see
below).
Career perspective
Students that have successfully completed the Utrecht Research Master’s programme in Human Geography and
Planning stand a good chance of acquiring a PhD position either in the Netherlands or abroad. Furthermore, the
programme offers excellent career opportunities for senior research functions in professional organisations.
Responsibility for the Masters programme
Organisation chart of Master Programmes in the Graduate School of Geosciences
Board of Examiners

Board of Studies/
Admission Committee

Programme Committee

Programme Directors

Course Groups

Board of Studies/Board of Admissions
Within the Utrecht Graduate Division (UGD) the Research Masters programme Human Geography and Planning
(HGPM) is part of the Graduate School of Geosciences, to which all research masters and PhD-students of the Faculty
of Geosciences belong. The School supervises the quality of the programme and the admission of its students.
Chairman of its Board of Studies is the dean of the Faculty, prof. dr. Ronald van Kempen; the Board’s secretary is mr.
Diederik Gussekloo (see for contact information section Administrative staff). The Board of Studies is also the Board of
Admissions.
Programme Committee
This is a joint committee of elected students and lecturers appointed by the dean to advise on the rules on teaching
and examination and its implementation and about other matters concerning the programmes of study. Its secretary is
mr. Diederik Gussekloo (see for contact information section Administrative staff).
Board of Examiners
The Board of Examiners is responsible for the examination of students. The Board of Examiners will determine the
examination results as soon as the student has submitted sufficient proof of the tests taken. This Board also decides
about deviations (e.g. exemptions) in the programme and the approval of electives (see appendix Teaching and
examination regulations. Its secretary is drs. Hein Hoitink; requests about exemptions or electives can be addressed
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to the secretary of the Boards’ chamber Human Geography and Planning, Ms Erika van Middelkoop (see for contact
information section Administrative staff).
When disagreement arises about a decision of the Board of Examiners, appeals can be made to the Examinations
Appeal Board. See for more information article 5.13 of the Teaching and Examination Regulations (appendix).
Programme director
The programme director of HGPM executes tasks with the support of the research director of the Urban and Regional
research institute URU. The main tasks of the programme director include the overall management of the programme,
the administration and the financial management. Given the limited number of students, the programme director also
acts as student advisor.
Course groups
The course groups consist of lecturers; they are responsible for the design, implementation and monitoring of individual
courses. Each course group has a coordinator who consults the lecturers participating in the course before, during and
after the course.

Admission to the Masters programme
Prerequisites
Admission to the programme is selective, based on an assessment of study results and personal competence and
motivation. Selective admission is necessary to ensure that the students are capable of completing the master’s
programme within two years. Admission to the research masters requires one of the following:
• A bachelor’s degree in human geography and/or urban and regional planning
• A bachelor’s degree in another spatial, social or economic science discipline with at least a minor of 30 ECTS in human geography and/or urban and regional planning; this requirement includes students from the University College
of Utrecht University
• An academic masters degree in a human geography or planning specialization
• An academic masters degree in another social or economic science field with a substantial amount of ‘spatial’ and
‘research’ content
• A foreign degree comparable to the Dutch degrees indicated above.
In addition to these prerequisites the student’s qualifications should meet the following requirements:
• The applicant must be able to show good academic results in previous studies. Applicants must be able to
demonstrate that they belong to the top of their programme.
• The applicant must have completed previous studies with a grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 (on a scale of
1-4) or at least 7.0 under the Dutch system. The foreign equivalents are A-/B+ (USA/Canada) or B/B- (UK)(see Annex
5 for a conversion table). The previous years almost three quarters of the student population had an average grade
in their bachelors programme of 7.5 or higher.
• Knowledge of and experience with basic methods and techniques in geographic or social-science research.
• Positive motivation and dedication to undertake the master’s programme.
• Good command of and practical experience in using the English language. All HGPM courses are taught in
English. The holder of a Bachelor’s degree gained at a university in The Netherlands meets the English language
requirements for admission. Other students who are non-native English speakers and who have not taken at least
two years of English language courses are required to provide proof of their English proficiency. Accepted English
language test are the following:
• IELTS (International English Language Testing System). The minimum IELTS score required is an Overall Band
Score of 6.5 and no less than 6.0 in the writing section.
• TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 237 (computer-based); 580
(paper-based); 93 (internet-based).
• Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, presenting one of the following certificates:
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Cambridge certificate in Advanced English: minimum score B;
Cambridge certificate of Proficiency in English: minimum score C.

Admission procedure
The decision for admission is based on:
• the applicant’s curriculum vitae
• a well-argued (written) application
• proof of compliance with the requirements regarding preceding education (see above)
• letters of recommendation from the student’s professors
• submission of research output produced so far by the applicant
• proficiency in English (see above)
• if considered necessary, an interview with the applicant in which attitude, motivation, orientation, and research
ideas will be assessed
For international students, the Admissions Office of Utrecht University checks, with the help of the knowledge and
experience of the NUFFIC (Netherlands Organization for International Cooperation in Higher Education), the certified
copies of diplomas, course records, English tests, motivation letter, recommendation letter, and financial status of
the student and gives advice to the Board of Admissions of the Faculty of Geosciences. Thereafter, the files of the
students are sent to the programme director who assesses the applications in consultation with colleague professors.
The programme director’s advice is sent to the Admissions Committee of the Board of Studies, which takes the final
decision. The applicant will receive written notification of acceptance or non-acceptance for the masters programme
HGPM. The decision letter will call attention to the possibility of appeal to the Examinations Appeal Board.
The Admissions Committee of the Graduate School of Geosciences may require those applicants who do not meet
the admission requirements to complete a package of courses to a maximum of 60 ECTS, to be taught by Utrecht
University and tailored to the Master’s programme concerned, in order to remove background deficiencies. These are
often related to Geo-Information Science or statistical analyses.
Scholarships for (excellent) foreign students
Excellent non-Dutch students can apply for the Geosciences scholarship. Please find more information on the website
of the faculty (studying > information for students > master’s programmes > practical matters > financial matters >
grants and scholarships).
The website of Netherlands organizations for international cooperation in higher education ‘Nuffic’ (http://www.nuffic.
nl) provides information about other scholarships. Foreign students can use the grantfinder (http://www.grantfinder.nl)
to find out if their specific profile fits the criteria for a scholarship.
Relation with other Masters programmes
Within the Department of Human Geography and Planning of the Faculty of Geosciences several other (academic)
Master’s programmes are offered. These are Urban Geography, International Development Studies (both taught in
English), ‘Geo-communicatie’, ‘Economische Geografie’ and ‘Planologie’ (taught in Dutch). The one-year academic
Master’s programmes offer an education for ‘scientific professionals’. They include an elaboration of major sub
disciplines and corresponding application fields of human geography and spatial planning, management and policy
tools and a policy/design oriented thesis.
In some of the elective courses, students will do coursework together with students in the academic Master’s
programmes. All other courses within the research Master’s programme are specifically designed for the students
enrolled in this programme.
In contrast to students of the academic Masters programmes offered by the Faculty, students participating in the
Research Master in Human Geography and Planning are offered additional courses to:
1. critically assess theoretical developments within human geography and urban and regional planning and to
translate these theories into empirical research;
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2. master a broad range of quantitative and qualitative advanced methods and techniques;
3. develop highly skilled academic competences in academic writing in English, presentation, research design and
writing journal publications;
4. experience academic contexts abroad.
It is possible to follow an elective course at another Faculty of Utrecht University (or even at another University).
Students should submit a formal request to the programme director (it is advisable to contact the programme director
about the possibilities). The alternative course should be on a sufficient level.
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Academic context
The academic contexts at various organisational levels offer a fertile environment for the education of the next
generation of world-class researchers. Excellent senior researchers, PhD students and young post-docs create an
inspiring research environment which will challenge research master students in Human Geography and Planning to
excel.

Utrecht University
This university enjoys an excellent reputation as a first-class research university, a reputation which is reflected in its
consistently high position in international league tables. Utrecht University is member of the League of European
Research Universities (LERU: www.leru.org), the World Universities Network (WUN: www.wun.ac.uk), the Oxford
Network and the Utrecht Network (www.utrecht-network.org). As a leading European research university, Utrecht
University aims to:
• Educate young people
• Train new generations of researchers
• Equip graduates with specialist knowledge and professional attitudes and skills
• Conduct ground-breaking research
• Address public issues

Professor Ron Boschma delivers his oration at the Academiegebouw of Utrecht University

Faculty of Geosciences
The Faculty of Geosciences hosts the national research school NETHUR, the Netherlands Graduate School of Housing
and Urban Research. NETHUR’s other participants are research institutes of the University of Amsterdam, University
of Groningen, University of Nijmegen, and Delft University of Technology. It is possible for students to take one of the
elective courses at another NETHUR institute. The current academic Masters programmes of the Faculty of Geosciences,
as well as several of its research Masters programmes, have already been running for many years, with an honours
track that is highly acclaimed. Each year they accommodate 50-60 European exchange students. The Faculty of
Geosciences in Utrecht offers excellent research resources and facilities (dedicated library collections, (carto)graphic
laboratory, fieldwork expertise, general and geo-information computing labs, computing support unit).
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The Urban and Regional research centre Utrecht
The Urban and Regional research centre Utrecht (URU) is the research institute of the Department of Human Geography
and Planning. URU aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of urban and regional change on the one hand, and
of the spatiotemporal behaviour of individuals, households, and firms in various geographical contexts on the other.
The relationship between the changing spatial configurations of land use and the spatiotemporal behaviour of actors
and the ways in which this relationship is managed form the umbrella of the URU research programme.
URU is a major interdisciplinary research institute that includes a full range of disciplines in the field of Human
Geography and Planning:
1. Urban Geography: Dynamics and Fragmentation in Urban Society
2. Economic Geography: Economic Evolution in Space
3. Development: Translocal Development in the Global South: Migration, Multi-local livelihood and Displacement
4. Regional and Cultural Geography: Rescaling and Representation of Space and Place
5. Planning: Environmental Governance for Urban and Regional Planning
6. Explokart: Analytical Carto-Bibliography.
The leaders of the six URU research programmes all have a major input in the development and teaching of the core
courses of the research master programme. The tenured staff members are highly qualified and very experienced
researchers, with impressive publication lists. They are also heavily engaged in the supervision of young researchers
(PhDs, junior researchers, and research assistants).
All professors and lecturers are members of active and productive research groups with an outstanding international
orientation and reputation. These groups have been successful in the acquisition of substantial funding from
distinguished organizations such as BSIK/ICES-KIS, NWO (Dutch Scientific Council), the European Science Foundation,
and the 5th, 6th and 7th Framework Programme of the EU. The groups are embedded in several international
scientific networks, such as DIME (Dynamics of Institutions and Markets in Europe), ERSA (European Regional
Science Association), IGU (International Geographical Union), IRSA (International Regional Studies Association), ISS
(International Schumpeter Society), and TRB (Transportation Research Board).
In all programmes, collaboration with researchers outside the programmes (nationally, but also internationally) is intense
for a large and still growing number of individual researchers. This is not only the case for the tenured staff, but also for
PhD-researchers. Within URU the publication of results of PhD-projects in international journals is strongly supported.
Increasingly, PhD-theses are based on published and forthcoming articles in international journals. This approach gives
the PhD-researchers a better career perspective if they want to pursue an academic career.

Professors of the Faculty of Geosciences listen attentively to the PhD-defence of a researcher at the Urban and Regional
research centre Utrecht.
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Contact and communication between researchers is fostered by organizing:
• The annual URU days: at these meeting all URU researchers get together for two days to discuss the progress of
the research programmes, specific projects, and strategic issues, such as possible new directions of research. These
meetings provide the opportunity to remain up-to-date with the achievements and ideas of staff members in an
expanding research institute.
• The ‘Broodje Onderzoek’ (Lunchbox Research) Meetings, usually held once a month: during the lunch break one
of the (usually senior) URU researchers or a researcher from another (national or international) institute gives a
presentation, which is followed by intensive discussion with staff and students. About 25-35 researchers and
students attend these meetings.
• Smaller research meetings at programme level: researchers come together on a regular basis to discuss research
results in the form of draft papers or chapters for a book or PhD dissertation. These discussions are much
appreciated, especially by the younger segment of the staff (PhD researchers) and students.
Students from the research masters programme receive invitations for each of the above mentioned events.
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Course registration, rules and quality management
The academic year is divided into four terms. In every term, a student may follow two courses in tandem, each course
accounting for 7.5 ECTS (European Credit Transfer System, accounting for approximately 210 hours). The courses have
been scheduled in a manner (in different time-slots in the week) that allows students to follow the courses in tandem.
Participation in all courses is dependent on registration which should be done online via Osiris Student (see section
Services), with the exception of the first term of the degree programme in which registration is automatic. Failure to
register on time for a course means that a student is not entitled to take that course.

Time-slots
Each course is placed in a time-slot. All meetings of a course are scheduled within that slot. The time-slots are:
A: Monday morning, Wednesday morning
B: Tuesday morning, Thursday afternoon
C: Monday afternoon, Thursday morning
D: Wednesday afternoon, Friday entire day

Academic terms
Lectures and tutorials are carried out in two semesters. Each semester comprises two terms, each of which covers nine
or ten weeks. The following is the schedule planned for the academic year 2012-2013:
Term

Duration of term

1
2
3
4

3 September 2012 – 9 November 2012
12 November 2012 – 1 February 2013
4 February 2013 – 12 April 2013
22 April 2013 – 28 Juni 2013

Remarks
Week 52 and week 1 are holiday

Registration for the courses
1. Students are required to register for the courses. Students are expected to participate in the courses as laid out in
the course requirements and to attend the first session.
2. A student who registers for a course but later decides to drop it is required to de-register. This is allowed in the
first two weeks after a course commences, but preferably earlier in deference to other students who want to take
the said course. If de-registration is not done on time, the student will be given an unsatisfactory grade for that
particular course.
3. An one-time registration is required for a thesis and/or internship. This may be done throughout the year.
4. Students should register for courses via Osiris Student (see section Services) during the stipulated registration period.
For term

Registration dates

Post-registration

1
2
3
4

4 June 2012 – 1 July 2012
15 September 2012 – 30 September 2012
5 November 2012 – 2 December 2012
28 January 2013 – 24 February 2013

20 and 21 August 2012
29 en 30 October 2012
21 en 22 January 2013
8 and 9 April 2013

5. A lecturer has no say over matters of registration or deregistration.
6. Students will be informed by the Student Information Desk of Geosciences about placement in the respective
courses two weeks after the closing date of registration.
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7. You can register for only two courses in a term (master courses thesis and internship excluded). If you want to
participate in a third course you have to ask permission at the Board of Examination. Ask this permission before the
registration period of that course starts. This board will look at particular personal circumstances and will look at
your results so far.
8. Students who do not perform according to set expectations or who put little effort in a course will be given an
unsatisfactory grade.

Didactic aspects and mutual expectations
The following principles are applied:
• activating education
• individual supervision
• lectures for larger student audiences
• student’s obligation to participate actively
• multiple assessment in every course
These points are further elaborated.
Activating education
The most important didactic characteristic of the research masters HGPM is the intensive interaction between staff
and students brought about by teaching in relatively small settings. This approach depends to a large extent on
the students’ ability to activate their learning process through carrying out individual and group assignments and
exercises, participation in debates, discussing each other’s work, presenting their own work, and the application of the
methodology taught through practical work. Active education is matched by active support from lecturers, instructions,
manuals, and feedback about student performance. This approach helps students acquire the general skills and develop
an independent problem-solving and critical ability.

Students discuss their work and progress as academics with Professor Hans van Ginkel, former Rector Magnificus of
Utrecht University and the United Nations University in Tokyo.
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Individual supervision
The master’s thesis, writing a scientific article and the research proposal are individual courses for which students have
one and sometimes two supervisors. Usually students meet their supervisors face-to-face every two weeks, but only
rarely when they are taking a course or carrying out fieldwork abroad.
Lectures for larger student audiences
It is common practice that professional master’s students join elective courses and the advanced method courses.
In these courses the group size is 40 students at the most. In these courses, lectures are focused on main issues that
are subsequently discussed further in small seminars. Research master’s students discuss the subjects of these courses
in separate seminars (with an average total of 15 students); they are required to read additional literature or complete
additional assignments.
Students’ obligation to participate actively
The Department strives to offer an inspiring and highly conducive study environment for the students. The Department
is committed to realize the maximum acquisition of knowledge together with its students. All lecturers and support
staff share a similar philosophy that if students are fully committed to their studies individual courses can be successfully
completed. The Department applies the following rules to ensure that students observe their obligations:
• The course catalogue clearly spells out the various activities for which students are obliged to attend.
• The rule is that students must attend compulsory sessions; attendance is taken.
• Students whose attendance in the compulsory sessions is less than 75% have no right to complete the course,
irrespective of the reasons for their absence.
• Students who do not attend the non-compulsory sessions are responsible for finding out from their fellow-students
what was covered and arrangements that were made during those meetings. “I don’t know, because I wasn’t
there” is not an excuse.
• Handing in an assignment after the due date may result in a lower grade.
• It is a serious matter if a student is absent from an assessment. There is no automatic right to do a re-sit or repeat
exam. It is up to the lecturer to decide whether circumstances justify a second chance.
• Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated. These include submitting work that has been done by someone else,
copying from sources without due acknowledgement and so on. A lecturer must report instances of cheating and
plagiarism to the Examination Committee which can impose severe penalties.
Multiple assessments in every course
There are multiple assessments in every course. A student’s final grade for a course does not only depend on the final
examination which often is a written exam. There are other tests and assessments (and sometimes the opportunity to
do a repeat) during a course.

Grades and results
Unsuccessful/successful result and effort
Upon receiving a result that is not satisfactory, it will in some cases be possible to repair a final grade of at least 5.00.
The conditions and rules are explained in article 5.4 of the Teaching and Examination Regulations (see appendix).
Grades in international perspective
Often we receive questions of students concerning the comparison between the grades we give in the Research Master
and the grades given in the student’s home country. Unfortunately we cannot compare all existing grading systems in
all countries of origins of our students. However, Nuffic, the Netherlands organisation for international cooperation in
higher education, has carried out a study in which they have tried to compare the grades given in the USA, Canada
and the United Kingdom with the Dutch grading system. Their results show that due to large differences in grading
between universities and instructors in different countries a closely reasoned comparison is not possible. Nevertheless
a preliminary indication of a comparison of grades in the mentioned countries is presented in a table (see below). This
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table is based on a comparison between countries of frequency distribution of percentages of grades per country. The
figures in this table summarize the grades for secondary and higher education.
Table: Advice for comparison or conversion of grades in the USA, Canada, the United Kingdom and the Netherlands.
The Netherlands

USA/Canada

UK (marks)

UK (grades)

10
9.5
9
8.5
8
7.5
7
6.5
6
5.5
5
4
3
2
1

no equivalent (A++)
no equivalent (A++)
A+
A+
A/AA/AA-/B+
B+/B
B/B-/C
D
F
F
F
F
F

96% – 100%
90% – 95%
80% – 89%
70% – 79%
60% – 69%
54% – 59%
50% – 53%
45% – 49%
40% – 44%
35% – 39%
30% – 34%
25% – 29%
20% – 24%
10% – 19%
0% – 9%

no equivalent (A++)
no equivalent (A++)
A+
A+
A/AB+/BB/BC+
C/D
Pass
F
F
F
F
F

Note: Since A++ is not an existing grade in the mentioned countries; it is just an imaginary grade

Lectures and seminars
There are some general rules for the lectures:
• A lecture mostly takes two sessions of 45 minutes with a break of 15 minutes;
• A seminar mostly takes three sessions of 45 minutes with two breaks of 15 minutes each;
• The morning sessions start at the full hour (e.g. at 9:00 or 11:00);
• The afternoon sessions start at a quarter past the full hour (e.g. at 13:15 or 15:15);
• Be in time. If not, be very silent in entering the room (If possible take the back door of the room);
• Listen carefully, do not make noise, make notes, the material presented could be part of the test;
• Ensure your mobile phone is off or in silent mode;
• Do not eat during the sessions;
• During a test you must be able to show your student card;
• The first lecture of a course is always compulsory.

Fraud and plagiarism
Fraud and plagiarism will be strongly punished. Make your own work; do not use the work of other people in an illegal
way; do not copy from Internet without mentioning the source; do not use long citations, but analyze in your own
words, etc. Consult for more details art. 5.12 of the Teaching and Examination Regulations (see appendix).

Internal Quality Assurance
Evaluation of output
The goal of the system for internal quality assistance is to ensure that the HGPM programme is designed and
implemented in accordance with external and internal expectations and that the intended high quality of the
programme is achieved, maintained and safeguarded for the future. To ensure the attainment of this goal a range of
different evaluations is performed on a regular basis.
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Within this system, the Board of Studies of the Graduate School of Geosciences supervises the quality of the
programme and the admission of its students. The Programme Committee is a joint committee of elected students
and lecturers appointed by the Dean to advise on the rules on teaching and examination and their implementation
and about other matters concerting concerning the programmes of study. The programme director takes care of the
evaluation of the results on the semester and programme level. The course coordinators evaluate the courses for
which they are responsible. The programme director discusses the results of the individual courses with the course
coordinators. The course coordinators and programme director report the results to the programme committee.
Figure: evaluation cycle
The internal quality system can be characterized at three levels:
• Course
• Semester
• Programme
Course level
The formal procedure at course level runs as follows. An evaluation takes place at the closure of each course. The
course coordinator conducts the evaluation with the help of a digital evaluation system, based on a standardized
format drawn up by the Programme Committee. The questions posed concern the:
• Quality and level of contents of the course (including topicality, scientific quality, lectures and reader)
• Degree to which educational targets have been achieved
• Feasibility for students to achieve good results
• Appeal to students
• Place of the course in the whole programme
The course coordinator discusses the results with the course team and forwards them to the programme director and
the Programme Committee. Wherever necessary, the course coordinator takes steps to change and improve parts of
the course for the following year. To ensure their continuing involvement, the evaluation results are made public to the
students.
The master’s thesis and the article and proposal course have their own quality assurance system, although the results
follow a procedure similar to that described in Figure 6.1. The evaluation of these individual courses is conducted in an
exit conversation between individual students and the programme director. The relevant results of these conversations
are conveyed to the Programme Committee.
Semester and programme level
Twice in the first year, all students in this part of the programme are invited for a meeting with the programme director
to evaluate the part of the programme in which they have participated (content, facilities, supervision and so forth) and
to discuss possible improvements. Furthermore, a final evaluation is offered at the end of the second year. The results
of these meetings are reported. Once a year an overall HGPM staff meeting is organized by the programme director
to exchange and communicate information and experiences between individual staff members. These meetings have
proven to be very valuable.
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Programme Research Master in Human
Geography and Planning
Objectives of the Masters programme
The aim of the programme is to provide students with a thorough empirical, theoretical and methodological basis for
human geographical and planning research. As a result of the EU Bologna agreement an international group of experts
has developed qualitative descriptions of Bachelor and Master education. The so-called Dublin-descriptors are adopted
by the Dutch-Flemish Accreditation Organisation (NVAO) for the evaluation of higher education programmes. The
criteria are adopted for this master’s programme.
Course evaluation

Course Coordinator

Semester evaluation

Programme Director

Programme Committee

Programme evaluation

Graduates will be able:
• to present a scholarly analysis of the issues, controversies and theories in the field of human geography and
planning [Dublin 1];
• to translate theories in the field of human geography and planning into empirical research and to elaborate and test
new hypotheses [Dublin 1];
• to test explanations and interpretations on the basis of different kinds of data sets, such as surveys, administrative
data and cartographic data, with the help of relevant advanced methods and techniques [Dublin 1];
• to present research results in English orally and in written form clearly and up to high standards [Dublin 4];
• to be aware of academic ethics, specifically with respect to research [Dublin 3];
• to judge critically, individually and/or in a group setting the scientific aspects of research proposals, publications and
oral presentations [Dublin 4];
• to recognize up-to-date developments (theoretical and methodological) in the scientific environment of human
geography and planning [Dublin 2];
• to translate their research results in the formulation of policy recommendations [Dublin 2];
• to use the results of the whole course, and specifically the Master’s thesis, for writing a scientific article and a PhD
research proposal [Dublin 4].
• to master new subjects and cultivate greater critical awareness about the acquired knowledge and the relevance of
scientific knowledge for society [Dublin 5].
These degree qualifications of the HGPM programme are in line with the national reference framework of research
masters graduates in Human Geography, Spatial Planning, Demography, Regional Studies or International Development
Studies.
Graduates from this Master’s programme will have an excellent basis for completing any state-of-the-art PhD education
in the field of human geography and urban and regional planning. The programme ties in particularly well with the
three-year PhD programme of the institutes that are part of the Netherlands Graduate School of Housing and Urban
Research NETHUR. Graduates of the Masters programme generally do not have to take any additional courses for their
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PhD. This means that those students who wish to complete a PhD thesis can, in most cases, do so within a period of
three years.
Graduates of the Masters programme will also be able to qualify for senior research functions within professional
organisations, such as ministries, regional and local bodies and private research companies. After finishing the research
Masters programme, the graduates will be able to do a complete scientific research within the fields of human
geography and spatial planning. This means that they will also be able to assess research and to evaluate research
results. These aspects of research are all important tools for a professional research career.

Summary of the Masters programme
The Research Masters programme Human Geography and Planning (HGPM) offers a two-year training, starting in
The Research Master’s programme Human Geography and Planning (HGPM) offers a two-year training, starting in
September of each academic year. The first year of HGPM comprises eight courses (60 ECTS):
• One course (7.5 ECTS) focusing on research frontiers in human geography and urban and regional planning;
• One course (7.5 ECTS) focusing on academic skills in philosophy, ethics, academic writing and presentation in
English;
• One course (7.5 ECTS) focusing on writing an article for a peer reviewed scientific journal;
• Two courses (7.5 ECTS each) focusing on advanced and specialized research methods and techniques that are
relevant for research in human geography and planning;
• Two elective courses (7.5 ECTS each) focusing on theoretical specialization within sub-disciplines of human
geography and planning;
• One course (7.5 ECTS) on writing a research proposal for the Master’s thesis.
The second year of the programme (60 ECTS) is made up of:
• A study period abroad;
• A Master’s thesis research project (37.5 ECTS);
• One course (15 ECTS) in which the Master’s thesis will be aimed at writing:
1. a scientific paper, suitable for publication in a peer reviewed scientific journal;
2. a PhD research proposal.
• One course (7.5 ECTS) focusing on the orientation on an academic or professional career and reflection on personal
development.
All courses, including the Master’s thesis research project, will be taught by qualified researchers/lecturers of the Urban
and Regional research centre Utrecht (URU) (see section Lecturers).

Familiarizing sessions
In the first term of the first year, a number of familiarizing sessions is organized. The objectives of these sessions are:
• To help students develop individual, coherent programmes that best match their experience, interests and
ambitions. Another reason for organizing these meetings is to reduce the number of dropouts at the start of the
programme. By stimulating interaction between students and staff and by familiarizing students with interesting
scientific and societal issues we aim to reduce the premature loss of students.
• To discuss students’ disciplinary and educational backgrounds and their motivations and ambitions concerning the
research master. These discussions concentrate on the major importance of the master’s thesis and appropriate
elective courses or issues for assignments in other courses. The objectives, our partner institutes and practical issues
concerning the study period abroad are also discussed.
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In these sessions students also get to know each other, meet older generations of research masters students, and
become familiar with the city in which they live. Many students do not know each other and the city of Utrecht, so
the Dutch students organize a city excursion for the foreigners. The assignments and activities in these familiarizing
sessions are designed to stimulate the interaction and cohesion in the group that contribute to harmony and pleasure
in studying in the HGPM programme.

Familiarizing session: city development in Utrecht

Course schedule
All courses are compulsory unless stated otherwise.

FIRST
YEAR

Term I

TRACK 1

TRACK 2

Advanced methods and techniques I
7.5 ECTS

One out of three elective courses:
Development theories
7.5 ECTS
Advanced urban geography
7.5 ECTS
Beyond national planning
7.5 ECTS

Term II

Research frontiers
7.5 ECTS

One out of four elective courses:
Urban daily life*
7.5 ECTS
Living in the city*
7.5 ETCS
Economic Geography
7.5 ECTS
Development practices**
7.5 ECTS

Term III

Academic competences I
7.5 ECTS

Writing for scientific publication
7.5 ECTS

Term IV

Advanced methods and techniques II
7.5 ECTS

Masters Thesis
developing a thesis design
7.5 ECTS
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SECOND
YEAR

Term I
Term II
Term III

Masters Thesis
Continuation, mid-term and final
assessment
37.5 ECTS

Study Period Abroad

Scientific publication ***
Based on masters thesis report
7.5 ECTS
Term IV

Academic Competences II
7.5 ECTS

Scientific research proposal
Based on masters thesis
7.5 ECTS

*
only open to students who have participated in Advanced Urban Geography.
** only open to students who have participated in Development Theories
***	This course starts halfway the third term in the second year, spread over both tracks (3.75 credits + 3.75 credits).
In the fourth term, the course proceeds on one track (7.5 credits) concurrently with Academic Competences II.

In the Osiris course list you will find:
Course code

Title

Credits

Term

Timeslot

GEO4-3030
GEO4-3306
GEO4-3115
GEO4-3505
GEO4-3604
GEO4-3315
GEO4-3314
GEO4-3608
GEO4-3615
GEO4-3601
GEO4-3627
GEO4-3620
GEO4-3631
GEO4-3623
GEO4-3630
GEO4-3625
GEO4-3624

Advanced Methods and Techniques I
Advanced Urban Geography
Beyond National Planning
Development Theories
Research Frontiers
Living in the City
Urban Daily Life
Economic Geography
Development Practices
Academic Competences I
Writing for Scientific Publication
Advanced Methods and Techniques II
Masters thesis: developing a design
Masters Thesis
Scientific Publication
Academic Competences II
Scientific Research Proposal

7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
5.0*
7.5
7.5
7.5
7.5
37.5
7.5
7.5
7.5

I
I
I
I
II
II
II
II
II
III
III
IV
IV
IV, I-III
III
IV
IV

D
A
B
C
B
C
A
B
C
B
A
C
A

*
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Research master students have to do an additional assignment to get 7.5 ECTS for this course.

B
D
B

Academic Competences I
Term/Timeslot: 3C

Code: GEO4-3601

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

Dr. D. Ettema (tel. 253 2918) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

Marieke de Boer, Training & Coaching (presentation scientific results)
Aleth Bolt, Taalcentrum VU (academic writing in English)
dr. Ben de Pater

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students will:
• be able to discuss, compare and evaluate knowledge of theoretical, historical, methodological and
philosophical foundations of the social sciences (Human Geography and Planning included)
• know the basic principles and skills of scientific writing in English;
• know how to make a good and effective presentation of scientific results.

Content:

In this course three competences are central:
• Discussing theory, history, methods and philosophical foundations of the social sciences.
• Scientific English writing skills;
• Presentation of research findings;
Several seminars will be organised to train these competences.
The first goal of the course is to provide students with in-depth knowledge of the theoretical,
methodological and philosophical foundations of the social sciences and contemporary human
geography and planning. The student will participate in a series of tutorials and presentations. The focus
of these activities is the textbook Social Science in Question.
The programme of the Research Master is in English, which means that papers and the Masters thesis
have to be written in English as well. Moreover, many research activities and publications within human
geography and urban and regional planning are in English. Being able to (critically) read these articles
is one thing, but writing a sound academic text in English is quite another. The seminars on writing will
help students to bring their linguistic skills up to standard and improve their ability in argumentation.
Presentation of research findings is one of the basic competences of a good researcher. Not only is proper
conduct of research essential, presenting it for different kinds of public is of equal importance. In the
course attention will be paid to the presentation of scientific results and how personal characteristics of
the researcher may improve the presentation.

Type of education:

Lectures and seminars

Assessment:

Final version of research proposal (40%); assignments academic writing (40%); presentation (20%).

Literature:

Will be announced in the study guide to the course

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Prestige Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Academic Competences II
Term/Timeslot: 4D

Code: GEO4-3625

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coordinator:

prof. dr. Martin Dijst (tel. 253 4442) (M.J.Dijst@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

Dr. Dick Ettema
prof. dr. Hans van Ginkel
prof. dr. Peter Groenewegen
dr. Ben de Pater
ir. Allard Visser (DTV consultants)

Course objectives:

After having followed this course, the students are able:
• to understand the scientific and societal relevance of research;
• to apply interpersonal and advisory skills in discussions with potential clients from the professional
field;
• to define and plan projects within larger research programmes, to create support for new proposals,
heterodox research (out-of-the-box thinking) and to know how to function as an individual
researcher in research networks;
• to reflect on their theoretical, methodological and philosophical choices they have made in their
master thesis;
• To write a self-evaluation of their personal development during their research master’s programme.

Content:

The transfer of knowledge from science to society, also called valorisation, is very important. This issue
will be addressed in three ways:
1. By exploring and discussing the relationships between social problems and research with an emphasis
on conditions that favour the utilisation of social science research in policy making.
2. By developing social communication and process consulting skills. In a series of seminars students
will be trained in these skills in interaction with each other, a consultant and potential clients.
3. By defining and planning projects within larger research programmes and research networks.
Another objective of the course is focused on a reflection of the students on theoretical, methodological
and philosophical choices they have made in their master thesis. This reflection will be based on the
course Academic Competences I in which they have studied the foundations of the social sciences and
contemporary human geography and planning. The student will participate in a series of tutorials and
presentations.
The last part of the course will consist also of a self-reflection on the students’ goals and progress in the
Research Masters programme. This paper of approximately 1,000 words will be submitted by e-mail to
dr. Dick Ettema (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl).

Type of education:

Tutorials

Assessment:

Reports Skills in the Professional Field (70%); Presentation Philosophy and Social Sciences (30%)

Literature:

Will be announced in course manual

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Advanced Methods and Techniques I
Term/Timeslot: 3D

Code: GEO4-3030

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. +31 (0)30253 2918) (d.ettema@geo.uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

dr. Dick Ettema
dr. Gideon Bolt

Course objectives:

The main goals to achieve are:
• To get acquainted with methods, techniques, and methodologies frequently used in empirical and/or
planning- and policy oriented research in spatial sciences;
• To practice aforementioned methods, techniques, and methodologies in a controlled learning
environment;
• To reflect critically upon spatial research methods, techniques, and methodologies as applied
frequently in practice.

Content:

The aim of the course is to provide students with an overview of the advanced methods and techniques
that have been developed and applied in fundamental and strategic research in the main fields of human
geography and planning.
The emphasis is on the groups of quantitative and qualitative analytical methods and techniques and
their application in current, internationally published scientific research. More in particular, attention
will be focused within the group of quantitative methods on statistical methods (advanced multivariate
statistics, log linear models and logistic regression). Within the group of qualitative methods attention
will be focused on methods and techniques like interviewing/web-surveying, focus groups, document/
textual/content analysis, observation and participation, Computer Assisted Qualitative Data Analysis,
etcetera.
Students should be able to understand the basic operation of different approaches and to critically assess
the correct use and validity of these methods for specific research themes, goals and designs.

Type of education:

Computer practicals and lectures

Assessment:

Two written exams (30% each); papers and assignments (40%)

Literature:

Will be announced in the study guide to the course

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Advanced Methods and Techniques II
Period/Timeslot: 4C

Code: GEO4-3620

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. +31 (0)30253 2918) (d.ettema@geo.uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

dr. Ajay Bailey (RUG)
dr. Stan Geertman
dr. Tom de Jong
Dr. Ellen Hamaker (UU-FSW)
Prof dr. Irene Hutter (RUG)
drs. Fred Toppen
drs. Maarten Zeylmans van Emmichoven

Course objectives:

After following the course, students should have attained one of the following objectives (depending on
the elective):
• In-depth knowledge of and practical skills regarding the 3 cycles in qualitative research: design cycle,
data collection cycle and analytical cycle.
• Able to execute multilevel and structural equation analyses and interpret the results.
• Knowledge and skills in advanced GIS methods for geo-data and geo-information handling.

Content:

This course offers three elective specialization methods. Students choose one of these specializations.
• Qualitative methods: In this course a ‘qualitative research cycle’ is proposed that leads students
through the selection of appropriate methods, the collection of data and the transformation
of findings into a finished project. It provides a clear explanation of the nature of qualitative
research and its key concepts and offers training of skills in these domains. Topics covered include:
formulating qualitative research questions; ethical issues; in-depth interviews; focus group
discussions; observation; coding; data analysis; writing up qualitative research.
• Quantitative methods: This course presents an introduction to two statistical techniques: multilevel
modelling and structural equation modelling. Multilevel models are regression models for
hierarchically nested data, for instance, individuals within groups, or measurement occasions within
persons. The multilevel models discussed include standard two- and three-level models and models
for longitudinal data. The structural equation models include confirmatory factor analysis, path
models and combinations of the two. In addition, multiple groups analysis and longitudinal analysis
in the context of structural equation modelling are covered.
• Geo-information methods: The prime purpose of this course is twofold. On the one hand, it is
foreseen to deepen your knowledge and skills in the field of Geo-Information Science (GIS). This will
be attained by lectures and assignments on topics like vector-raster analysis, geographic modeling,
network analysis, and spatial multi-criteria analysis. On the other hand, you can deepen your
knowledge and skills by performing a GIS research project.

Type of education:

Lectures, practical work, training, computer practicum, working groups, presentation

Assessment:

Specialization 1: Paper (100%)
Specialization 2: Two tests (each 50%)
Specialization 3: GIS-assignments (50%); GIS Research project (50%)

Literature:

Specialization 1:
M. Hennink, I. Hutter, A. Bailey (2010), Qualitative Research Methods. London: Sage.
Specialization 2:
• Hox, J. (2010). Multilevel Analysis. Techniques and applications. Mahway, NJ: Lawrens Erlbaum
Assiociates.
• Kline, R. B., Principles and practice of structural equation modeling. Second Edition (2005). New
York, NY: Guilford Press.
• Amos User Guide (online): http://web.bgu.ac.il/NR/rdonlyres/DBEE38D3-C8C2-4129-BAFD43E1EA786661/0/Amos60UsersGuide.pdf
Specialization 3:
Study guide (available some weeks in advance). Additional literature will be announced in the study
guide.
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Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning AND
Specialization 1: Advanced M&T I
Specialization 2: Advanced M&T I (contact Ellen Hamaker: e.l.hamaker@uu.nl
Specialization 3: Geo-information methods:
a) Theoretical knowledge on GIS (R.A. de By (2004): Principles of Geographic Information Systems,
An Introductory Textbook. ITC Publisher. The book is for sale at VUGS (room 414b) or to order at
UT-ITC (www.itc.nl) (this book or equivalent knowledge will not be examined but is considered a
prerequisite).
b) Practical experience in GIS:
• ESRI Virtual Campus modules 1, 2, 3, 6 & 8. Registration and access codes are available at the office
of Maarten Zeylmans van Emmichoven (room 405).
• Lab Guide Chapters. See study guide GIS/Cartography (GEO2-3031) available at print office at 4th
floor (room 410)
Your practical experience with the topics taught in the ESRI Virtual Campus modules (1, 2, 3, 6 & 8) and
the Lab Guide Chapters will be tested on forehand in two separate ArcGIS tests. These tests will take
place from February 28, 2010 onwards. Note: start working on these practical experiences in GIS at the
latest in term 2. Passing both tests is a prerequisite for entry in this RM advanced research methods
module.
For students without any previous experience in GIS it is advisable to attend the lectures of the course
GIS/Cartography starting in Term III.
Note: For any additional information concerning these entry requirements or the GIS part of this course,
please contact Stan Geertman (room 418-b).
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Masters Thesis: Developing a Thesis Design
Term/Timeslot: 4A

Code: GEO4-3631

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coordinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. 253 2910) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

Prof. dr. Pieter Hooimeijer
Staff Research Master Human Geography and Planning

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students will:
• know how to write a good research proposal for the thesis;
• understand the scientific and societal relevance of the research;
• have drawn up a thesis contract which includes a thesis proposal, time plan and supportive study
period abroad.

Content:

Writing a good research proposal is important for all researchers. All research, curiosity-driven as well as
contract research, should be based on well-written proposals. In the course, students will learn how to
formulate and how to assess a good scientific research proposal.
The decision about the topic for a Masters thesis is made at the beginning of term IV of the first year. In
general we favour topics that fit within one of the research programmes of URU. For choosing a topic
the student can consult the programme director or one of the instructors of the Masters programme.
The supervisor gives guidance to the student through regular meetings.
Students can choose between writing a thesis report or thesis publication for a peer-reviewed scientific
journal. Whether you will be allowed to write a thesis publication instead of a thesis report is a joint
decision of your supervisor and the programme director of HGPM. They will base their decision on your
result for the course Writing for Scientific Publication (minimal grade 8.0), your proficiency in English
and your general progress and results in the programme of HGPM.

Type of education:

Seminars and Individual supervision

Assessment:

Thesis proposal (100%). See Thesis contract for details about how the final grade fits into the grading
of the Masters thesis.

Literature:

The literature students have to read is dependent on the chosen topic.

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning, at least 30 ECTS
obtained in this programme.
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Masters Thesis
Term/Timeslot: Year

Code: GEO4-3623

Credits: 37.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coordinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. 253 2918) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Course objectives:

The student will be able to:
• design and undertake independently and systematically an academic research project at the Master
level in the field of Human Geography and Planning;
• formulate a consistent and both academically and socially relevant research objective and research
question;
• make use of and elaborate on recent international academic literature and debates to construct a
conceptual model and to formulate research hypotheses;
• select and apply quantitative and qualitative research techniques for the collection and analysis of
research data;
• give written and verbal reports on the results of the research project and to reflect on both the
research methods used and the research results achieved;
• make relevant (policy) recommendations based on the analysis.

Content:

The thesis will be finished in March (for thesis report) or in April (for thesis publication). The final thesis
must meet the following criteria:
• the thesis is embedded in previous research and literature on the topic of the thesis;
• the thesis includes a theoretical elaboration of the research problem, based on the relevant
international literature;
• it is based on sound research questions;
• it is based on an independent collection of empirical data from primary and/or secondary sources;
• it includes empirical testing of some implications of the applied theories or theoretical notions.
The progress of the research project will be presented for other Research Master students and staff
members in January. The final thesis will be presented in June for first and second year RM students. Both
presentations are obligatory.

Type of education:

Individual supervision

Assessment:

Thesis proposal (10%), January presentation (10%), Final thesis (80%)

Literature:

The literature students have to read is dependent on the chosen topic.

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning, at least 30 ECTS
obtained in this programme and an approved thesis contract.
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Research Frontiers
Term/Timeslot: 2 D

Code: GEO4-3604

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. 253 2918) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

prof. dr. Ron Boschma
prof. dr. Pieter Hooimeijer
prof. dr. Annelies Zoomers
prof. dr. Martin Dijst
Dr. Gideon Bolt
Dr. Dick Ettema

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students will:
• have increased their knowledge on a number of core fields of human geography and urban and
regional planning and on the developments within these fields;
• have developed in-depth knowledge of at least one of these core fields (revealed by a well-structured
individual paper).

Content:

The idea of the course Research Frontiers in Human Geography and Planning is to offer the students
knowledge (by way of literature, lectures and self-study) on some major developments within human
geography and urban and regional planning. The aim is to get the students acquainted with these major
developments. Generally, a lecture will be given in which at least one article within a major tradition plays
a central role. After this lecture, students will have a few days to prepare an assignment based on two
(sometimes more) more recent articles that have, in one way or another, a relation with the first article
discussed. In this way, we hope to find out how the traditional body of knowledge has evolved in the
course of a few years or even decades. After a first introductory course, sets of articles will be offered in
the following core fields of human geography and planning: Development studies, Economic geography,
Urban and regional planning, Non-representational Geography, Residential mobility, Divided cities.
Students will write a review paper of the literature in one of these fields.

Type of education:

Lectures and self study

Assessment:

First brief paper (30%); final paper (70%)

Literature:

Will be announced in the study guide to the course

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Prestige Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Scientific Publication
Term/Timeslot: 3B

Code: GEO4-3630

Credits: 7,5 ECTS

Level: M

*This course starts halfway the third term in the second year, spread over both tracks (3.75 credits + 3.75 credits).
Students who have chosen to write a thesis publication don’t have to write a separate scientific publication. The credits
for this course will be added to the master thesis.
Coordinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel+31 (0)30253 2918) (d.ettema@geo.uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

Supervisor of Masters Thesis

Course objectives:

On completing the course, based on their master thesis students are able:
•
to write a full draft scientific publication for a peer-reviewed scientific journal which can be
submitted for publication.

Content:

On the basis of the thesis, scientific publication should be written.
The choice for a peer reviewed scientific journal to publish the article is made by the student after
consultation of the thesis’ supervisor. The length, structure and style of writing will be determined by the
journal. The supervisor gives guidance to the student in regular meetings. The article could be submitted
to the selected journal.

Type of education:

Individual supervision by masters thesis supervisor

Assessment:

The supervisor of the masters thesis will make the final assessment.

Literature:

The literature students have to read is dependent on the chosen topic.

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning and completed masters
thesis
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Scientific Research Proposal
Term/Timeslot: 4B

Code: GEO4-3624

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Coordinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. 253 2918) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

Supervisor of Masters Thesis

Course objectives:

On completing the course, based on their master thesis students are able:
• To write a scientific research proposal which can be submitted for funding.

Content:

On the basis of the thesis, a scientific research proposal should be written.

Level: M

The research proposal should focus on an original topic expressed in a well-formulated goal and research
questions. It should include a theoretical overview of the relevant literature and a sound design for
empirical research and analytical methods. The proposal counts approximately ten pages. The final
version of the research proposal should satisfy the standards of research proposals for the Netherlands
Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO). The research proposals of research Masters students who
will become PhD students should be submitted to NWO for the ‘Open Competition’ or suitable research
programmes. The proposal should have the following format:
• goal and research questions
• theoretical framework
• methodology
• scientific relevance
• societal relevance
• financial overview
• overview of proposed products
• time schedule
Type of education:

Individual supervision

Assessment:

The supervisor of the masters thesis will make the final assessment.

Literature:

The literature students have to read is dependent on the chosen topic.

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning and completed masters
thesis
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Study Period Abroad
Term/Timeslot: Year

Code: N/A

Credits: N/A

Level: M

Coordinator:

dr. Dick Ettema (tel. 253 2918) (D.F.Ettema@uu.nl)

Course objectives:

The study period abroad offers the students the opportunity to expand their knowledge in a specific
topic in Human Geography and Planning and to get familiar with other international teaching and
research settings.

Content:

Students in this research Masters programme are required to take at least one extra course abroad in
support of their master thesis, generally combined with either part of the data-gathering phase of the
Masters thesis research project or with an additional second course. It is also feasible that students
present a paper on an international scientific conference. Although we also recommend foreign students
to participate in international activities outside The Netherlands we allow them to join activities at other
Dutch universities.
The individual trajectory, interests and ambitions of the student and the specific combination of study
activities abroad are decisive in the choice of a host institution. A study period abroad is most easily
to arrange with so called ‘partner institutions’ that provide high-standard Masters programmes in
a research-rich environment and with which longstanding relationships of exchange have already
been established. A list of these institutions can be found on the website. (http://www.uu.nl/faculty/
geosciences/en/studying/informationforstudents/masterprogrammas/practicalmatters/studyingabroad/
fromorientationtoapplication/Geoexchangeprogrammepartners/Pages/Geopartners.aspx)
Students can consult the international office of the Faculty of Geosciences, email: international@geo.
uu.nl or at the Student Information Desk of Geosciences (‘Studiepunt’). In the first term of the first year
an information meeting will be organised with the international officer.
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Writing for Scientific Publication
Term/Timeslot: 3A

Code: GEO4-3627

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

prof. dr. Martin Dijst (tel. 253 4442) (M.J.Dijst@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

prof. dr. Martin Dijst

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students will have developed improved skills in writing an article for a peer
reviewed scientific journal and reviewing scientific papers.

Content:

Academics spend a great deal of time writing publications in peer reviewed scientific journals. In
contrast to ‘scientific writing in English’, which is part of the course Academic Competences I, this
course focuses more on the scientific criteria for the assessment of publications. In this course students
learn how to identify an innovative topic for a scientific publication, how to structure an article and
to address key problems in the process of writing the various sections of scientific geographical and
planning publications. Besides students get familiar with criteria for reviewing papers submitted to
journals and learn to apply these criteria on the papers written in this course. The student makes the
choice for a topic and journal after consultation of the lecturer. In seminars the students discuss each
other’s products. The lecturer gives feedback on the discussion and papers written by the students.

Type of education:

Seminars

Assessment:

The grade for the course will be based on the process of writing the publication and peer reviewing
(20%) as well as the final version of the scientific publication (80%).

Literature:

The literature students have to read is dependent on the chosen topic.

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning or enrollment in other
research masters in the social sciences.
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Advanced Urban Geography – Understanding Temporal and Spatial Dynamics in Cities (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 1A

Code: GEO4-3306

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

prof. dr. Martin Dijst (tel. 253 4442) (M.J.Dijst@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s):

dr. Irina van Aalst
dr. Gideon Bolt
prof. dr. Martin Dijst
prof. dr. Pieter Hooimeijer
dr. Jan Prillwitz
dr. Bas Spierings

Course objectives:

On completing the course, student can:
• describe, connect and discuss from a daily life and life course perspective the major transformation
processes in urbanized societies and discuss its implications for performance of individuals,
households and urban spaces;
• describe, compare and discuss the most important contextual and situational perspectives in urban
geography and discuss implications for the performance of individuals, households and urban
spaces;
• apply major contextual and situational approaches in urban geography to planning issues and
empirical research.

Content:

Due to strong individualization processes urbanized societies show increasing dynamics in and
fragmentation of patterns of activities, mobilities and migration. This may have significant effects on the
performance of public places, neighbourhoods, cities and urban systems. Social networks and patterns of
activities and movements will encompass larger territories, and this can diminish the relative importance
of neighborhoods as the relevant spaces of integration, to the benefit of other, more temporary
situations in which people find themselves. In combination with the spatial dispersion of people, such
urban functions as living, working, shopping, and leisure pursuits will disperse and regroup in new, more
specialized spatial clusters. This trend toward spatial fragmentation (‘splintering urbanism’) is observed
in affluent as well as in poor residential areas, at business estates and in office parks, in ‘airport cities’, in
cultural districts, and at shopping malls.
In this course these transformation processes in urbanized societies will be studied from two perspectives.
First, the daily life perspective which emphasizes the description and explanation of the progression
of the daily paths through time and space as people participate in activities at home or elsewhere.
Implications for meanings and development of flows and places are also discussed. Second, the life
course perspective which deals especially with the description and explanation of changes in the domains
of ‘work’, ‘home-making’ and ‘leisure’ but also with the links to the settling and departing of the
households of residents in neighbourhoods and cities at different stages of their life course. Central to
this course is to develop a better understanding of the dynamics in and meanings of physical spatiotemporal contexts for the urban transformation processes. These contexts refer to the built environment,
the presence of people, mobile objects and natural conditions. In this course various contextual and
situational approaches in urban geography will be presented. The implications for spatial planning and
empirical research will also be discussed.

Type of education:

Lectures, tutorials, assignments

Assessment:

Written exam with open questions (70%); individual assignments (30%)

Literature:

Will be announced in the course manual

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Beyond National Planning (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 1B

Code: GEO4-3115

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

Dr. Wouter Jacobs (tel. 253 1509) (W.A.A.Jacobs@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

prof.dr.ir. Luuk Boelens, dr. Wouter Jacobs

Course objectives:

The main objectives are:
• Enlarging knowledge of social theory (agency theories, institutional theories, actor-network theory);
• Understanding spatial changes and challenges in the emerging post-industrial network society, by
applying social theory on socio-spatial developments;
• Learning to develop (actor-centered) strategies for coping with spatial problems in a post-industrial
network society.

Content:

This course starts with the acknowledgement that the evolving post-industrial network society requires
adapted strategies for spatial intervention that surpass the institutionalized practices of urban planning
in the Netherlands and elsewhere. That doesn’t mean that (national) governments should retreat from
planning on their own, as part of a budget-cut policy. But it argues that effective strategies in this period
‘after urban planning’ require an actor-centered approach to spatial intervention.
Using work of Murdoch, Giddens, Latour, and others, the course presents a framework for the
conceptualization of space, government, collective intervention and society that focuses on relational
space, actors, institutions and things. With a reference to work of Castells and others, this framework Is
then applied to actual socio-spatial changes in the post-industrial network society. Various intervention
strategies in this society (regime theory, relational planning, actor-centered planning) are then assessed.

Type of education:

Lectures, tutorials, group assignments

Assessment:

Written exam (60%); assignments (40%)

Literature:

Will be announced in the study guide to the course

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Development Practices (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 2C

Code: GEO4-3515

Credits: 5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. P.H.C.M. van Lindert (tel. 253 1374) (P.H.C.M.vanLindert@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

dr. P.H.C.M. van Lindert
Staff International Development Studies

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students will be able to:
• gather and analyze relevant information on actual development policies and interventions in
a concrete regional/local context. They can apply a variety of geographical and developmentrelevant skills and are able to write and present a well-structured evaluation report on development
interventions. They can successfully defend and substantiate their policy recommendations.
• discuss theories, approaches and interventions in the context of their internship theme.

Content:

The module consists of two separate parts. The first (and main) part complements the IDS modules
on ‘Development Theories’ and ‘Development Themes’ and provides insight into how theories are
influencing policies of development agencies and how these are translated into concrete interventions/
actions by development practitioners. Class activities and individual work are directed at taking stock
of and critically analyzing a variety of development exercises in practice, both at the regional and
the local level. The efforts focus on the role of relevant development agencies and actors in concrete
geographical contexts. This part of the course programme focuses on the role of international
organizations, of international, regional and local NGOs and community-based organizations, as
well as on the role of national and local governments in development. These are considered both
autonomous actors or agencies and groups targeted by official development assistance providers. Are
these development cooperation agencies informed by specific development theories or paradigms? If
so, are the intentional (and unintentional) effects of their interventions in accordance with that? Does
experience accumulate into improved projects and/or programs for development? How does monitoring
and evaluation influence development practices? What are the respective strengths and weaknesses
of specific development interventions? These are some of the questions that are central to the course.
The programme includes various in-house presentations and discussions organized by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, co-financing agencies and other development related NGOs and companies based in
The Netherlands. Guest speakers from development agencies and from other relevant professional
organizations are also invited.
The second part of the course links up with the Advanced Methods & Techniques course and prepares
the students individually for their research internships. Guided by their internship supervisors, students
study a selection of literature that is relevant in terms of their internship.

Type of education:

Lectures, literature study, workshops, clinics

Assessment:

•
•
•

Individual assignments (30%);
Individual report on development interventions (40%)
Exam (30%)

Literature:

•
•

Course manual, core literature and recommended literature
Individual literature list focusing on internship theme

Entry requirements:

A letter of acceptance of the master’s degree programme International Development Studies; the
Research Master Sustainable Development; the Research Master Human Geography and Planning; or a
finished bachelor programme with sufficient relevant knowledge for this course. All students must have
sufficient knowledge of development theories. Hand in a documented request to the coordinator of the
course, who will decide.
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Development Theories (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 1C

Code: GEO4-3505

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. Guus van Westen (tel. 253 4182) (A.C.M.vanWesten@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

dr. Guus van Westen

Course objectives:

Students should have an overview of, and be able to identify, the major theoretical approaches in
development studies of the last several decades and at present. Students should be able to indicate
the relevance and validity of respective development theories in different historical and geographical
contexts. In this way, students should have acquired the instruments for analyzing and understanding
development issues within their contexts and be able to bridge the gap between theoretical reflections
and their applications to real-world situations. Finally, the course should inspire students to critically
examine the assumptions underlying theories and representations of development issues, and find new
roads or viable alternatives in conceptualizing development issues.

Content:

This module critically examines the major approaches and theories that dominated thinking
about development at present, and have done so in the past several decades. The course adopts
a multidisciplinary approach, discussing contributions by geographers as well as those by other
development-oriented scholars. In reviewing different theoretical paradigms, the basic understanding is
that each theory is embedded in a particular historical and societal context that inspires useful insights
but also imposes certain limitations. No theoretical school has a definitive answer to the problems of
development, while on the other hand several key ideas persist or recur in different guises as newly
formulated theoretical insights.
The following schools of development thinking will be discussed:
• dualism, orientalism and the persistence of dichotomies in development thinking;
• modernization theories viewing development as a unilinear process;
• the dependencia school and political approaches;
• neoliberalism and globalization as a development paradigm;
• (new) institutional approaches to development and the role of the state;
• postmodernism, post-development and actor-oriented approaches;
• Sen’s capabilities approach and the purpose of development;
• sustainable development and its critics;
• transition countries and development;
• social theories of development and the ‘cultural turn’ in development studies;
• geographical dimensions of development
• complexity theory and development.

Type of education:

Each of the topics will be introduced in an introductory lecture. In the subsequent workshops, students
will take a leading role in reviewing the contributions of these approaches and theories. This will be done
on the basis of literature, among which classical texts as well as applications and critical assessments of
theoretical insights.

Assessment:

Examination (60%); active participation in workshops (40%)

Literature:

To be announced in the course manual

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Masters programme International Development Studies, or to the Research
Master in Human Geography and Planning, or to the International Development track of the Master in
Sustainable Development.
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Economic Geography (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 2B

Code: GEO4-3608

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

prof. dr. Ron Boschma (tel. 253 2896) (R.A.Boschma@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

prof. dr. Ron Boschma

Course objectives:

The two main objectives are:
• To explain the Evolutionary Economic geography approach;
• to explain the use of network theory and network analysis in economic geography research

Content:

The research of the section Economic Geography is specialized in Evolutionary Economic Geography. The
main objectives of our research programme are:
1. To set out conceptually the main features of an evolutionary economic geography. To this end, we
aim to refine the basic principles of evolutionary economics, and to investigate the applicability of
evolutionary economics in economic geography.
2. To provide a diversity of empirical applications of evolutionary economic geography including the
spatial evolution of industries, networks, clusters, cities and regions as well as specific topics such as
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), innovation systems, entrepreneurship, creative
cities, and globalisation.
The course will introduce the students in the theoretical foundations and empirical applications of
the Economic Geography research programme at URU, with special emphasis on network theory and
network analysis.

Type of education:

Tutorials

Assessment:

Written exam (100%)

Literature:

Reader Economic geography

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
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Living in the City – migration, residential mobility and neighbourhood effects (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 2C

Code: GEO4-3315

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:

dr. Gideon Bolt (tel. 253 4436) (G.S.Bolt@uu.nl)

Lecturer(s)

dr. Gideon Bolt
prof. dr. Pieter Hooimeijer
prof. dr. Ronald Van Kempen

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students:
• Can position ‘classic’ books in the field of migration, residential mobility and neighbourhood effects
in the theoretical frameworks presented in the Advanced Urban Geography course.
• Can recognize, describe and compare the most important perspectives on the interactions between
housing markets, labour markets, individual life-paths, neighbourhood change and neighbourhood
effects.
• Can describe, apply and critically reflect on policies and planning approaches to cities and
neighbourhoods.

Content:

This specialization track of Urban Geography focuses on individual’s life-paths through time and
across urban space and the implications of these paths for cities and neighbourhoods. Processes of
(international, interregional and intra-urban) residential relocation affect the social ecology of the city
and vice versa. Migration and residential mobility do not only change the population structure across
the city, but residential turnover also implicates the social networks and processes of social cohesion and
identification in neighbourhoods. Neighbourhood change in its turn has pervasive effects on the life and
residential mobility of the inhabitants. Students learn to unravel these interactions between the changing
physical, economic and social structure of the city and the relocation behaviour of city residents.
First, the central issues in this track will be addressed by reading ‘classic’ books in the field of migration,
residential mobility and neighbourhood effects. Main goal is to position them in the theoretical
framework discussed in the Advanced Urban Geography course. Second, the course will discuss specific
themes like Transnational connections, gentrification, neighbourhoods & social mobility, students in the
city and urban design. In addition to the theories presented in the Advanced Urban Geography course,
new theoretical perspectives will be introduced. Sociological (socialisation, social disorganisation, social
capital) and psychological theory (stigmatization and identification) will be combined with life course
theory to come up with a solid geographical understanding of city evolution and life time mobility. This
understanding can be applied in practice to improve the relation between quality of place and quality of
life.

Type of education:

Tutorials, student-led seminars, writing, assignments

Assessment:

Written exam with open questions (40%); individual assignments (20%); duo paper (30%); preparation
seminar (10%)

Literature:

Will be announced in the course manual

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning and sufficient relevant
knowledge of Advanced Urban Geography, to be assessed by the coordinator.
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Urban Daily Life – Cultures, consumption and mobilities (elective course)
Term/Timeslot: 2A

Code: GEO4-3314

Credits: 7.5 ECTS

Level: M

Coördinator:
Lecturer(s):

dr. Irina van Aalst
prof. dr. Martin Dijst
dr. Ilse van Liempt
dr. Bas Spierings

Course objectives:

On completing the course, students:
• Can position ‘classical’ books in the field of culture, consumption and mobilities in the theoretical
frameworks presented in the Advanced Urban Geography course.
• Can describe, compare and discuss the most important contextual perspectives on the interactions
between individual paths and places in the field of culture, consumption and mobilities.
• Can describe, apply and critically reflect on the main policy and planning approaches in the field of
cultures, consumption and mobilities.

Content:

This specialization track of Urban Geography predominantly focuses on understanding daily activities
and mobilities of individuals for work, shopping, leisure and other purposes. Who participates in these
activities and which transport and communication modes do they use? What are their experiences?
What are the implications of flows of people, products, money and information for the development
of public places and cities? These and other questions will be based on the central idea that activities,
mobilities and experiences are contextualized. The built environment as well as the presence of people,
mobile objects (e.g. transport and communication modes) and natural conditions (e.g. day and night
and weather) have a meaning for performing activities and mobilities. These contexts are not fixed
but dynamic in nature. Moreover, people’s practices construct urban places and spaces which, in turn,
contextualise their activities and mobilities.
In this specialization track a contextual view will be developed on the development of daily lives of
residents and visitors of cities and implications for urban places and spaces. First, this issue will be
addressed by reading ‘classic’ books in the field of cultures, consumption and mobilities. Main goal is to
position them in the theoretical framework discussed in the Advanced Urban Geography course. Second,
the course will discuss specific themes like aspects of daily travel, shopping and tourism, daytime and
nighttime recreation and implications for the sense of places, virtual mobility (ICTs), as well as the design
and regulation of public spaces. The relevance of daily activities and mobilities for major societal issues
like health, social integration and cohesion, climate change and transportation will also be discussed.
In addition to the theories discussed in the Advanced Urban Geography course, additional theoretical
perspectives, like the New Mobilities Paradigm, Public Space theory, Geographies of Consumption
approaches and Emotional Geography will be introduced. Finally, implications for spatial policy and
planning will be discussed.

Type of education:

Tutorials, student-led seminars, writing, assignments

Assessment:

Written exam with open questions (40%); paper (30%); individual assignments (20%); seminar
organisation (10%)

Literature:

will be announced in the course manual

Entry requirements:

Letter of acceptance to the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning and sufficient relevant
knowledge of Advanced Urban Geography, to be assessed by the coordinator.
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Lecturers
The Department of Human Geography and Planning of Utrecht University accommodates some ninety staff members
involved in teaching activities. In this section you will find short biographies and contact information of all lecturers
involved in the courses within the Masters programme Human Geography and Planning.
[All rooms mentioned are within the Van Unnik building]
dr. I. (Irina) van Aalst
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

627
+31 (0)30253 2756
I.vanaalst @uu.nl

Teaches:
		

GEO4-3606 Advanced Urban Geography
GEO4-3314 Urban Daily Life

Irina van Aalst is Lecturer in Urban Geography at the Department of Human Geography and Planning. Her main
research interests include changing public spaces, urban nightlife and the role of cultural amenities and creative
industries in cities. She teaches various courses in the Bachelor’s and Master’s programme and is supervisor of PhD
projects on art in public space and the Dutch publishing sector. In 2009 she received a four year grant (NWO) for a
research project on ‘Surveillance in Urban Nightscapes’. The research concentrates on public spaces in/around nighttime
entertainment districts and examines the socio-spatial effects of video-surveillance in these urban nightlife districts.
Key Publications
Aalst, I. van & I. Boogaarts (2002), From museum to mass entertainment: The evolution of the role of museums in
cities. European Urban and Regional Studies 9(3), 195-209.
Aalst, I. van & T. Schwanen (2009), Omstreden nachten; angstgevoelens van jongeren in de uitgaansgebieden van
Arnhem en Apeldoorn. In: H. Boutellier, N. Boonstra & M. Ham (eds.), Omstreden ruimte; over de organisatie van
spontaniteit en veiligheid, pp. 157-175. Amsterdam: Van Gennep.
Heebels, B. & Aalst, I. van (2010). Creative clusters in Berlin; entrepreneurship and the quality of place in Prenzlauerberg
and Kreuzberg. Geografiska annaler. Series B, human geography, 92(4), 347-363.
Melik, R. van, I. van Aalst, J. van Weesep (2007), Fear and fantasy in the public domain: The development of secured
and themed urban space. Journal of Urban Design 12(1), 25-42.
Oort, F.G. van, Aalst, I. van, Burger, M., Lambregts, B. & Meijers, E. (2010). Clusters en netwerkeconomie in de
Noordvleugel van de Randstad. Utrecht: Universiteit Utrecht.
Zebracki, M.M., Vaart, R.J.F.M. van der & Aalst, I. van (2010). Deconstructing public artopia: situating public-art claims
within practice. Geoforum, 41(5), 786-795.
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prof.dr.ir. L. (Luuk) Boelens
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

415C
+31 (0)30253 2738
l.boelens@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3315 Beyond National Planning

Luuk Boelens studied Building and Architecture at Delft University of Technology. He did his PhD in the socio-genesis
of urbanism, planology and philosophy. He is a highly experienced player in the field of urban planning and is
currently managing director of Urban Unlimited, a consultancy office in urban development e.g. town and country
planning within the network society. He has published widely about urban planning and was core editor of the Dutch
Journal ‘Stedenbouw en Ruimtelijke Ordening’ (Urban Design and Physical Planning). He is founder of the Temporary
Autonomous Network and Member of the Koninklijk Instituut voor Ingenieurs (KIvI: Royal Institute for Engineers) and
the Dutch Institute for Public Housing and Physical Planning (NIROV). At Utrecht University, he currently holds a special
chair in academic applications in planning.
Key Publications
Boelens, L. (2005), Streaming Spatial Planning -Technological changes and their impact on space. In: Hulsbergen e.a.
(eds.) Shifting Sense, pp. 67-74. TUD, Delft.
Boelens, L. (2006), Beyond the plan; towards a new kind of planning. disP, 167(4), pp. 25-40.
Boelens, L. (2009), The Urban Connection: An actor relational approach to urban planning. Rotterdam: Uitgeverij O10.
Boelens, L. (2009), Theorizing practice and practicing theory: Outlines for an actor-relational approach in planning.
Planning Theory 9(1), pp. 28-62.
Boelens, L., T. Spit en B. Wissink, eds. (2006), Planning zonder overheid. Rotterdam: Uitgeverij O10.

dr. G.S. (Gideon) Bolt
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

626
+31 (0)30253 4436
g.s.bolt@uu.nl

Teaches:
		
		

GEO4-3607 Advanced Methods and Techniques I (coordinator)
GEO4-3306 Advanced Urban Geography
GEO4-3315 Living in the City (coordinator)

Gideon Bolt is Assistant Professor of Urban Geography and Methods & Techniques. His research focus is on residential
mobility, segregation and integration, social cohesion in (multicultural) neighbourhoods. These research interests
are combined in a recent article in Urban Studies: Minority Ethnic Groups in the Dutch Housing Market: Spatial
Segregation, Relocation Dynamics and Housing Policy (co-authors: Ronald van Kempen & Maarten van Ham).
Bolt is member of the editorial board of Journal of Housing and the Built Environment and of ‘Tijdschrift voor de
Volkshuisvesting’ (Journal of Public Housing). He is also one of the coordinators of the ENHR- (European Network for
Housing Research) working group `Minority ethnic groups and housing’.
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Key Publications
Bolt, G. & Kempen, R. van (2002). Moving up or moving down? Housing careers of Turks and Moroccans in Utrecht,
the Netherlands. Housing studies, 17(3), pp. 401-422.
Bolt, G. & Kempen, R. van (2003). Escaping poverty neigbourhoods in the Netherlands. Housing, theory and society
20(4), pp.209-222.
Bolt G., Van Kempen R., Van Ham M (2008). Minority ethnic groups in the Dutch housing market: spatial segregation,
relocation dynamics and housing policy. Urban Studies 45(7), pp. 1359-1384.
Permentier, M.G., Ham, M. van & Bolt, G.S. (2009). Neighbourhood reputation and the intention to leave the
neighbourhood. Environment and Planning A, 41(9), 2162-2180.
Bolt, G.S. & Kempen, R. van (2010). Dispersal patterns of households who are forced to move: Desegregation by
demolotion:a case study of Dutch cities. Housing Studies, 25(2), 159-180.
Bolt, G.S. & Kempen, R. van (2010). Ethnic segregation and residential mobility: Relocations of minority ethnic groups
in the Netherlands. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 36(2), 333-354.

prof.dr. R.A. (Ron) Boschma
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

611
+31 (0)30253 2896
r.aboschma@uu.nl

Teaches:
		

GEO4-3608 Economic Geography (coordinator)
GEO4-3604 Research Frontiers

Ron Boschma is Full Professor of Regional Economics. He is specialised in evolutionary economics, economic geography,
innovation studies, industry location and industrial districts. Over the years, he has published widely in international
books and journals. At present, he is supervising nine PhD projects. Currently, he is Director of the Urban and Regional
research centre Utrecht (URU). Previous affiliations: Twente University, Bologna University and Erasmus University
Rotterdam. See for more information: http://econ.geo.uu.nl/boschma/boschma.html
Key Publications
Boschma, R.A. (2005), Proximity and innovation. A critical assessment, Regional Studies 39(1), pp. 61-74.
Boschma, R.A. & K. Frenken (2006), Why is economic geography not an evolutionary science? Towards an evolutionary
economic geography. Journal of Economic Geography 6(3), pp. 273-302
Boschma, R.A. and J.G. Lambooy (1999), Evolutionary economics and economic geography. Journal of Evolutionary
Economics 9(4), pp. 411-29.
Boschma, R.A. & Ledder, F. (2010), The evoulution of the banking cluster of Amsterdam 1850-1993: a survival analysis.
In D. Fornahl, S. Henn & M.P. Menzel (Eds.), the Emergence of Clusters. Theoretical, Emperical and Political
Perspectives on the Initial Stage of Cluster Evolution (pp. 191-213). Cheltenham: Edward Elger.
Boschma, R.A. & R. Martin (2007), Constructing an evolutionary economic geography. Journal of Economic Geography
7(5), pp. 537-548
Boschma, R.A. & R. Martin (Eds.), (2010). The Handbook on Evolutionary Economic Geography. Cheltenham: Edward
Elger.
Boschma, R.A. & R. Wenting (2007), The spatial evolution of the British automobile industry: does location matter?
Industry and Corporate Change 16(2), pp. 213-238.
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prof.dr. M.J. (Martin) Dijst
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

631
+31 (0)30253 4442
m.j.dijst@uu.nl

Teaches:
		
		
		

GEO4-3627 Writing for Scientific Publication (coordinator)
GEO4-3306 Advanced Urban Geography (coordinator)
GEO4-3314 Urban Daily life
GEO4-3625 Academic Competences II (coordinator)

Prof. Dr. Martin Dijst is Full Professor of Urban Development and Mobility, leader of the research program Urban
Geography and chair of the department Human Geography and Planning. His research activities are focused on
transportation studies, land use planning and Information and Communication Technologies. He has published
extensively on these issues several international journals. Dijst is an elected member of the Telecommunications and
Travel Behaviour Committee of the Transportation Research Board, which is a division of the US National Research
Council. In cooperation with Kwan (Ohio State University) and Tim Schwanen he initiated the international thematic
network ‘Mobilizing ICT’ (www.geo.uu.nl/mobilizingICT). He is asked as external advisor in several national and
international research programs. He was coordinator of the 5th Framework Program SELMA. He is editor of two
journals and member of the editorial board of two other journals.
Key Publications
Dieleman, F.M., M.J. Dijst & T. Spit (1999), Planning the compact city: the Randstad Holland experience. European
Planning Studies 7, pp. 605-621.
Dieleman, F.M., M.J. Dijst & G. Burghouwt (2002), Urban form and travel behavior: micro-level household attributes
and residential context. Urban Studies 39(3), pp. 507-527.
Dijst, M.J. & V. Vidakovic (2000), Travel time ratio: the key factor of spatial reach. Transportation 27, pp. 179-200.
Dijst, M., S. Farag en T. Schwanen (2008), A comparative study of attitude theory and other theoretical models for instore and online shopping. Environment and Planning A 40(4), pp. 831-847.
Schwanen, T. & M.J. Dijst(2002). Travel-time ratios for visits to the workplace: the association between commuting time
and work duration. Transportation Research A 36(7), pp. 573-592.
Tillema, T., M.J. Dijst, & T. Schwanen (2010), Decisions concerning communications modes and the influence of travel
time: a situational approach. Environment and Planning A, 42(9), 2058-2077.

B.M. (Brian) Doucet MSc
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

622
+31 (0)30253 2966
b.m.doucet@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3315 Living in the city

Brian Doucet is a lecturer in urban geography at Utrecht University. He is originally from Toronto, Canada. He
completed an Honours BA in geography at the University of Toronto in 2003. In 2004 he moved to the Netherlands to
pursue a research master’s in human geography and planning in Utrecht. His master’s thesis focused on gentrification in
Edinburgh. He graduated cum-laude in 2006. From 2006-2009 he was a PhD candidate in urban geography at Utrecht.
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The title of his dissertation, which he defended in May 2010 is: Rich cities with poor people: waterfront regeneration
in the Netherlands and Scotland. This research focused on who profits from large flagship regeneration projects and
concentrated on two case studies: the Kop van Zuid in Rotterdam, and Glasgow Harbour in Scotland. His main research
interests are gentrification, urban regeneration, brownfield development, old industrial cities, neighbourhood change
and flagships.
Key publications:
Doucet, B. (2009), Living through gentrification: subjective experiences of local, non-gentrifying residents in Leith,
Edinburgh. Journal of Housing and the Built Environment 24, pp. 299-315
Doucet, B. (2009), Global flagships, local impacts. Urban Design and Planning 162(DP3), pp. 101-107.
Doucet, B. (2009), Waterfront regeneration in old industrial cities: the case of the Kop van Zuid in Rotterdam, and
Glasgow Harbour. In: P. Benneworth, N. Clifton, B. Doucet, C. Goebel R. Hamm, & Y. Schmitz (eds.). The
regeneration of image in old industrial regions: agents of change and changing agents, pp. 259-273. Göttingen:
Cuvillier Verlag.
Doucet, B, R. van Kempen & J. van Weesep (forthcoming) Resident perceptions of flagship waterfront regeneration: the
case of the Kop van Zuid in Rotterdam. Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie.

dr. D.F. (Dick) Ettema
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:
Teaches:
		
		
		
		
					
					
					
					
					

408
+31 (0)30253 2918
d.f.ettema@uu.nl
GEO4-3601 Academic Competences I (coordinator)
GEO4-3607 Advanced Methods and Techniques I
GEO4-3601 Master Thesis Developing a Design (coordinator)
GEO4-3625 Academic Competences II
GEO4-3314 Urban Daily Life
GEO4-3630 Scientific Publication (coordinator)
GEO4-3604 Research Frontiers (coordinator)
GEO4-3628 Master Thesis (coordinator)
GEO4-3624 Study Period Abroad (coordinator)
GEO4-3624 Scientific Research Proposal (coordinator)

Dick Ettema is Associate Professor of Research Methodology and Urban Modelling. He is specialised in transportation
research, time use research and the modelling of land use changes. Over the years he has published widely
in international journals and has co-edited a book on activity based travel analysis. He is a member of the US
Transportation Research Board, in which he serves as chairman of the Subcommittee on Activity Patterns and Time Use,
Director of the Education Programme of the NETHUR Research School and editorial board member of four journals.
Within the Department of Human geography and Planning, he is member of the Exam Committee and coordinator of
the research methodologies courses. Dick is supervising various PhD projects.
Key Publications
Ettema, D.F. (2010), The impact of telecommuting on residential relocation and residential preferences, a latent class
modeling approach. Journal of Transport and Land Use, 3, 7-24.
Ettema, D., F. Bastin, J. Polak & O. Ashiru (2007), Modelling the joint choice of activity timing and duration,
Transportation Research A, 41, 827-841.
Ettema, D., T. van der Lippe (2009), Weekly rhythms in task and time allocation of households, Transportation, 36,
113-129.
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Ettema, D., T. Schwanen, &H. Timmermans (2006), The effect of locational factors on task and time allocation in
households, Transportation, 34, 89-105.
Ettema, D. & H. Timmermans (2007), Space-time accessibility under conditions of uncertain travel times: theory and
numerical simulations, Geographical Analysis, 39, 217-240.
Yang, Y., P. Atkinson and D. Ettema (2008), Individual space-time activity-based modelling of infectious disease
transmission within a city, Journal of the Royal Society Interface, 5, 759-772.
dr. S.C.M. (Stan) Geertman
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

418B
+31 (0)30253 4527
s.c.m.geertman@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3620 Advanced Methods and Techniques II

Stan Geertman is Associate Professor of Geographical Information Science at Utrecht University. He is specialised in
Planning Support Systems, land-use modelling, and methodological issues concerning GI applications. Over the years
he has published widely in international journals and has written several books and editorials. He is a regular referee
for about 10 international journals, member of several editorial boards of international journals and associate editor
of the international journal of Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy. He is appointed member of the Scientific Advisory
Committee of RGI, the National Research Programme for Geo-Information Sciences in the Netherlands. He was director
of NexpRI (Dutch Expertise Centre for Geo-Information) and is co-coordinator of the GIN research group, the Dutch
National Platform for Geo-Information.
Key Publications
Geertman, S. and J. Stillwell (eds.) (2009) Planning Support Systems: New Methods and Best Practice (Advances in
Spatial Science). New York: Springer Publishers, 511 pag.
Hagoort, M., S. Geertman, and H. Ottens (2008). Spatial externalities, neighbourhood rules and CA land-use
modelling. Annals of Regional Science 42: 39-56
Geertman, S., M. Hagoort, and H. Ottens (2007). Spatial-temporal specific neighbourhood rules for cellular automata
land use modelling. International Journal of Geographic Information Science 5 (21): 547-568
Vonk, G., S. Geertman and P. Schot (2007). A SWOT analysis of Planning Support Systems, Environment and Planning A
39: 1699-1714
Vonk, G., S. Geertman and P. Schot (2007). New Technologies Stuck in Old Hierarchies; An analysis of diffusion of geoinformation technologies in Dutch public organizations, Public Administration Review 67: 745-756
Geertman, S. (2006) Potentials for Planning Support: A planning-conceptual approach. Environment and Planning B;
Planning and Design 33 (6): 863-881
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prof.dr. J.A. (Hans) van Ginkel
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

714B
+31 (0)30253 8779
j.a.vanginkel@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3625 Academic Competences II

Hans van Ginkel was educated in Human Geography and spatial Planning at Utrecht University. He received a PhD from
that University in 1979. Van Ginkel started his professional career as a teacher of geography and history at the Thomas
á Kempis College in The Netherlands. Later, he taught at his alma mater, Utrecht University, as professor in human
geography, and in 1986 was appointed as its Rector Magnificus. Van Ginkel has held many distinguished positions.
He was a board member and vice president of the European Universities Association from 1989 to 1998; from 1995
he was vice president, and from 200 to 2004, president, of the International Association of Universities in Paris. His
prominent academic memberships include the Social Sciences Council of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences, Academia Europaea, and Associate Fellow of the Academy of Sciences of Developing Countries (TWAS). In
1997, Van Ginkel was appointed as the fourth Rector of United Nations University in Tokyo, a position he held for two
consecutive five-year terms until the year of his retirement in 2007. Back at Utrecht University, he presently holds a
special chair in Sustainable Urban Futures.

prof.dr. P.P. (Peter) Groenewegen
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

621
+31 (0)30253 2688
p.p.groenewegen@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3601 Academic Competences II

Peter Groenewegen holds a special chair in Social and Geographical aspects of Health and Health Care. Among his
research interests are international comparative studies of health policy and health care organisation, and health and
environment. He published on a wide range of topics in the field of medical geography and medical sociology in
journals such as Environment and Planning A, Health and Place and Social Science and Medicine. He is head of one of
the research departments of NIVEL – the Netherlands Institute for Health Services Research. He is on the editorial board
of BMC Health Services Research and of Quality in Primary Care and member of the Health Council of the Netherlands.
Key publications
Bennema-Broos, M., P.P. Groenewegen, G.P. Westert (2001), Social democratic government and spatial distribution of
health care facilities: the case of hospital beds in Germany. European Journal of Public Health 11:160-165.
Bensing, J.M., W.M.C.M. Caris-Verhallen, J. Dekker, D.M.J. Delnoij, P.P. Groenewegen (2003), Doing the right thing
and doing it right: toward a framework for assessing the policy relevance of health services research. International
Journal of Technological Assessment of Health Care 19:604-612.
Groenewegen P.P., G.P. Westert, H.C. Boshuizen (2003), Regional differences in healthy life expectancy in the
Netherlands. Public Health 117:424-429.
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Groenewegen, P.P., A.E. Van den Berg, S. De Vries, R.A. Verheij (2006), Study protocol Vitamin G: effects of green space
on health, well-being, and social safety. BMC Public Health 6:149.
Westert, G.P., P.P. Groenewegen, H.C. Boshuizen, P. Spreeuwenberg, M.P.M. Steultjens (2004), Medical practice
variations in hospital care: time trends of a spatial phenomenon. Health and Place 10:215-220.

prof.dr. P. (Pieter) Hooimeijer
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

602
+31 (0)30253 3205
p.hooimeijer@uu.nl

Teaches:
		
		
		

GEO4-3604 Research Frontiers
GEO4-3306 Advanced Urban Geography
GEO4-3315 Living in the City
GEO4-3628 Masters Thesis (Developing a Thesis Design)

Pieter Hooimeijer is Full Professor of Human Geography and Demography and chair of Urban Geography. He is
specialised in household demography, residential mobility/migration and housing market modelling. He has published
widely in international journals, such as Urban Studies, Environment & Planning A, and TESG. He is active chair of
the “Social Sciences Council” of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (2001-) and of the steering
committee for the NWO research programme “Environment and Behaviour”, GAMON (2003-). He is member of
among others: The Social Science Division of NWO (2007-); the standing Committee for the Social Sciences ESF (2008); and the Advisory council for research on “Spatial Planning, Nature and the Environment” RMNO (2002-). He was
visiting Professor in Leicester (UK) and Adelaide (Australia).
Key Publications
Muhoza D, A. Broekhuis & P. Hooimeijer (2009), Determinants of demand and unmet needs for family limitation in
Rwanda. International Family Planning Perspectives. Accepted
Croes H. & P. Hooimeijer (2009), Gender and Chain Migration: the case of Aruba. Population, Space and Place.
Accepted
Smits J. C. Mulder & P. Hooimeijer (2004), Migration of Couples with Non-Employed and Employed Wives in the
Netherlands: The Changing Effects of the Partner’s Characteristics. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 30
(2):283-301
Van Ham M, C. Mulder & P. Hooimeijer (2001), Spatial flexibility in job mobility: macrolevel opportunites and microlevel
restrictions. Environment and Planning A (33): 921-940
Hooimeijer, P. & A. Oskamp (1999), Advances in the Microsimulation of Demographic Behavior. In: Wissen, L.J.G. &
P.A. Dykstra (eds) Population issues. An interdisciplinary focus. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, pp.
229-264
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dr. T. (Tom) de Jong
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

403
+31 (0)30253 1393
t.dejong@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3620 Advanced Methods & Techniques II

Tom de Jong is a member of staff of the faculty since 1978. His field of research lies in Geographic Information
Systems specialising on Accessibility Issues. Applications are explored in co-operation with staff members in Transport
Geography, Economic Geography and International Development Studies. He also is the main developer of the
software package Flowmap (http://flowmap.geo.uu.nl) that is dedicated to support this field of research. He has a
special interest in South Africa where there are well-established and ongoing co-operations in education and research
with Stellenbosch University, the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and the Human Sciences Research
Council.

prof. dr. R. (Ronald) van Kempen
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

727
+31 (0)30253
r.vankempen@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3315 Living in the City

Ronald van Kempen has been Full Professor in Urban Geography since March 2002. He is specialised in general housing
research, spatial segregation, ethnic minority housing, urban policy, urban governance, social exclusion and the relation
between urban restructuring and social cohesion. He has been the chief editor of the Journal of Housing and the Built
Environment and has co-edited various books and special issues of journals (Housing Studies, Urban Studies, Housing,
Theory and Society and the American Behavioral Scientist). He is a member of the programme committee of the NWO
special programme on ‘Shifts in Governance’. In April 2008 he has been appointed as vice-dean of the Faculty of
Geosciences of Utrecht University.
Key Publications
Bolt, G., R. van Kempen & M. Koster (2011), Inleiding. In G. Bolt, R. van Kempen & M. Koster (Eds.), Jongeren, wonen
en sloop:stedelijke herstructurering gezien door de ogen van jongeren (pp. 7-11). Den Haag: NICIS.
Musterd, S. and R. van Kempen (2007), Trapped or on the springboard? Housing careers in large housing estates in
European cities. In: Journal of Urban Affairs, 29 (3), pp. 311-329.
Beckhoven, E. van and R. van Kempen (2006), Towards more social cohesion in large post-Second World War housing
estates? A case study in Utrecht, the Netherlands. In: Housing Studies, 21 (4), pp. 477-500.
Van Kempen, R., K. Dekker, S. Hall and I. Tosics (eds.) (2005), Restructuring Large Housing Estates in Europe. Bristol:
The Policy Press.
Van Kempen, R., M. Vermeulen and A. Baan (eds.) (2005), Urban Issues and Urban Policies in the New EU Countries.
Aldershot: Ashgate.
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Marcuse, P. and R. van Kempen (eds.) (2002), Of States and Cities: The Partitioning of Urban Space. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

dr. P.H.C.M. (Paul) van Lindert
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

321
+31 (0)30253 1374
p.h.c.m.vanlindert@uu.nl

Teaches:
		

GEO4-3604 Research Frontiers
GEO4-3506 Development Practices (coordinator)

Paul van Lindert is Senior Lecturer at the Department of Human Geography and Planning. His main research interests
include regional and local development; rural-urban relations; local governance; sustainable urban development; cityto-city cooperation; and monitoring and evaluation of international development cooperation. He teaches various
courses in the curricula of Human Geography and Planning and International Development Studies (IDS), and he has
been involved in various international university cooperation programmes (Bolivia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Ecuador,
Rwanda). Additionally, he has done several consultation missions for among others the World Bank, Cordaid and the
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He realized long-term partnership agreements between the department’s IDS
cluster and SNV (Dutch Development Organisation), PLAN Netherlands, and UN-Habitat.
Key Publications
Bontenbal, M. & P. van Lindert (2008), Bridging local institutions and civil society in Latin America: can city-to-city
cooperation make a difference? Environment & Urbanization Vol. 29, No. 2, pp. 465-482.
Lindert, P. van (1991), Moving Up or Staying Down? Migrant-Native Differential Mobility in La Paz, Urban Studies Vol.
28, 3, pp. 433-463.
Lindert, P. van (2001), Die städtischen Agenden in der internationalen Debatte: Drei Jahrzehnte der Entwicklung.
Peripherie. Zeitschrift für Politik und Ökonomie in der Dritten Welt 21, 81/82, pp. 95-115.
Lindert, P. van (2008), Transnational linking of local governments. The consolidation of the Utrecht-León municipal
partnership. Habitat International. In press, doi: 10.1016/j.habitatint.2008.10.015, pp. 1-8
Lindert, P. van & A. van Westen (1991), Household Shelter Strategies in Comparative Perspective: Evidence from LowIncome Groups in Bamako and La Paz, World Development 19 (8), p. 1007-1028.

52

Prof. dr. F.G. (Frank) van Oort
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:
Teaches:

603
+31 (0)30253 2230
f.g.vanoort@uu.nl
GEO4-3628 Masters thesis

Frank van Oort graduated in Spatial and Business Economics at the Erasmus University Rotterdam in 1994. In 2002
he defended his dissertation on ‘agglomeration, economic growth and innovation. Spatial analyses of knowledge
externalities in the Netherlands’ (cum laude). He is professor in Urban Economics at Utrecht University since 2005.
He holds several positions in advisory boards at local, national and European levels. Since 2010, he is editor in chief
of Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie (Journal of Economic and Social Geography), the main Dutch
scientific geographical journal.
Key Publications
Oort, F.G. van, M.J. Burger & O. Raspe (2010), On the economic foundation of the urban network paradigm. Spatial
integration, functional integration and economic complementarities within the Dutch Randstad.Urban Studies 47,
pp. 725-748.
Oort, F.G. & E. Stam (2008), Agglomeration economies and firm growth: testing for spatial externalities. In: C. Karlsson,
B. Johnasson & R. Stough (eds.), Innovation, agglomeration and regional competition, pp. 346-374. Cheltenham:
Edward Elgar.
Oort, F.G. van, J. Oud & O. Raspe (2009) The urban knowledge economy and employment growth: a spatial structural
equation modelling approach.The Annals of Regional Science 43, pp. 859-877.
Ponds, R., F.G. van Oort & K. Frenken (2010) Innovation, spillovers, and university-industry collaboration: an extended
knowledge production function approach Journal of Economic Geography 10, pp. 231-255.
Lambooy, J. & F.G. van Oort (2005), Agglomerations in equilibrium? In: S. Brakman & H. Garretsen (eds.), Location and
Competition, pp.79-108. London: Routledge.

dr. B.C. (Ben) de Pater
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

308A
+31 (0)30253 1391
b.c.depater@uu.nl

Teaches:
GEO4-3601 Academic Competences I
GEO4-3625 Academic Competences II

Ben de Pater is Senior Lecturer in the Theory and History of the Geographical Sciences. In 1985 he wrote his PhD-thesis
‘Ruimtelijke en temporele begrippen in de sociale geografie’ (Spatial and Temporal Concepts in Human Geography)
as a lecturer at the Free University in Amsterdam. He is (co)author or (co)editor of a number of (text)books in the
Dutch language. Between 1992 and 1999 he has been the editor-in-chief of the journals ‘Geografie’ (Geography)
and ‘Geografie-Educatief’ (Educative Geography), published by the Royal Dutch Geographical Society (KNAG).
He was in 2005-2007 project-advisor of the ‘Bosatlas van Nederland’ (Bos Atlas of the Netherlands), published by
Wolters-Noordhoff.
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Key Publications
Ellegard, K. and B. de Pater (1999), Actors, activities, and the geographical scene. Studies on time-geography, mobility,
and gender. GeoJournal 48(3): 149-258.
Musterd, S. and B.. de Pater (2001), Geography and geographers in the Netherlands sincs the 1870s: Serving
Colonialism, Education and the Welfare State. In: G.S. Dunbar, ed. Geography: Dicscipline, Profession and Subject
Since 1870, p. 153-189. Dordrecht: Kluwer.
De Pater, B. (2007) Eclectic and pragmatic: the colours of Dutch social and cultural geography. Social and Cultural
Geography 4, no. 4, p. 549-563. Reprinted in: Rob Kitchin, ed. Mapping Worlds. Abingdon: Routledge.
De Pater, B., B. Schoenmaker, R. van Diessen (2006), Comprehensive Atlas of the Netherlands, 1930-1950. Asia Maior,
584 pages
De Pater, B. (2009). From a Magazine for ‘practical gentlemen’ to an academic journal: one hundred years of TESG.
Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie 100 (1): 5-19.

dr. B. (Bas) Spierings
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

606
+31 (0)30253 1370
b.spierings@uu.nl

Teaches:
		

GEO4-3306 Advanced Urban Geography
GEO4-3314 Urban Daily Life

Bas Spierings has been Assistant Professor of Urban Geography since September 2006. Before that he studied
at Tilburg University and Trinity College Dublin, did his PhD at Radboud University Nijmegen and was a postdoc at
the University of Groningen. His research focuses on the social production of consumption spaces with particular
emphasis on commercialisation processes in cities and the interaction with subcultures, countercultures and alternative
movements. He has published many articles and book contributions on these themes in international and national
journals and edited volumes. He is a member of several international research networks including the International
Network for Urban Research and Action (INURA) and the Consumer Studies Research Network (CSRN). He teaches
courses on everyday life in cities, shopping practices, geographies of consumption, urban identity, entrepreneurial
governance and the political cultural economy of cities.
Key publications
Spierings, B. (2009), Producing urban (dis)similarity: entrepreneurial governance, consumer mobility and competitive
consumption spaces; the case of the Enschede region. in: B. Arts, H. van Houtum & A. Lagendijk (eds.), The
disoriented state: shifts in governmentality, territoriality and governance, pp. 141-159. Berlin: Springer. Spierings,
B. & M. van der Velde (2008), Shopping, borders and unfamiliarity: consumer mobility in Europe, Tijdschrift voor
Economische en Sociale Geografie, 99(4), pp. 497-505
Spierings, B. & H. van Houtum (2008), The Brave New World of the post-society: the mass-production of the individual
consumer and the emergence of template cities. European Planning Studies, 16(7), pp. 899-909
Spierings, B. (2006), The return of regulation in the shopping landscape? Reflecting on the persistent power of city
centre preservation within shifting retail planning ideologies. Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie,
97(5), pp. 602-609.
Spierings, B. (2006), Cities, consumption and competition: the image of consumerism and the making of city centres
(dissertation). Nijmegen: Radboud University.
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Prof.dr. T.J.M. (Tejo) Spit
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

420a
+31 (0)30253 7748
t.j.m.spit@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3628 Master’s thesis

Tejo Spit (1955) is full professor in Urban and Regional Planning and chairing the department. He is specialized in
land policy, planning methodology, infrastructure planning and administrative aspects of spatial planning and is
regularly lecturing on these subjects within the Netherlands and abroad. Until now he has published more than 100
papers, books and research reports. Besides, he is the chief of “Stichting Keurmerk Bedrijventerreinen”, member of
the curatorium Ministry of VROM “Scientific applications in spatial planning” and he takes part in the organization of
Knowledge for Climate at which he is doing research in climate change and climate proofing in urban areas.
Key publications
Spit, T.J.M. & P. Zoete (2009), Ruimtelijke Ordening in Nederland. Een wetenschappelijke inleiding in het vakgebied.
Den Haag: Sdu Uitgevers. Geheel Herziene Editie.
Spit, T., P. Zoete, S. van Schagen & D. Schut (2010), Visie op Structuurvisies. Leusden: Segment Groep, (210 pag.)
Spit, T.J.M., A. Kokx & E. van Beckhoven (2009), Trial and Error in Urban Restructuring Processes: Learning from Dutch
Experiences. Urban Research & Practice 2(2), pp. 169-189.
Spit, T.J.M., M.J. Dijst & F.M. Dieleman (2007), Planning the Compact City; the Randstad Holland Experience. In:
H. Priemus, K. Button & P. Nijkamp (eds.), Classics in Planning: Land use Planning, pp. 70-77. Cheltenham, UK/
Northamton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar Publishing Limited.
Spit, T.J.M. (2006), The Rise and Fall of Strategic Planning: the Dutch Experience. In: Kent Gündemi, The Urban Agenda,
pp. 40-50. Istanbul: Yayim Yeri
Spit, T.J.M. & L. Bertolini (1998), Cities on Rails; The Redevelopment of Railway Station Areas. London/New York: E & FN
Spon/Routledge.

Drs. F.J. (Fred) Toppen
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

419
+31 (0)30253 3887
f.j.toppen@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3620 Advanced Methods & Techniques II

Fred Toppen has been working at the Faculty of Geosciences of the University of Utrecht since 1986. His prime
responsibility is coordinating and teaching of GI (geographic information)-related courses and a wide range of human
geography courses. He was involved in the initiation of the Association of Geographical Information Laboratories in
Europe (AGILE) and was an elected member of the Council for 8 years. For this council he acted as secretary and
as treasurer. Since 2006 he is external officer to this organisation. On behalf of AGILE he acted as project manager
responsible for the AGILE contribution to ETeMII, an EU 5th framework project. He was member of the programme
committee of all 11 AGILE conferences so far and was chair of the programme committee for the 7th AGILE conference

55

on GI in Crete (2004) and the 8th AGILE conference in Estoril, Portugal (2005). Currently he represents AGILE in the 7th
framework programme eSDI-NET+, which programme targets issues such as better access to geographic information.
He is also chairman of the Organizing Committee of EUGISES, a bi-annual European GIS Education Seminar. He is now
elected member of the University Council for the period 2007-2009.
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dr. A.C.M. (Guus) van Westen
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

318B
+31 (0)30253 4182
a.c.m.vanwesten@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3505 Development Theories (coordinator)

August (Guus) van Westen is Assistant Professor in the Department of Human Geography and Planning, where he is
involved in the International Development Studies programme. Before joining Utrecht University, Guus worked with
the United Nations in development policy advisory services. His main interest in teaching and research is in regional
development, especially in terms of the opportunities and constraints presented by globalization. His main focus in this
is the interplay of politics and economics at the level of (sub national) regions. In 2000-2005, Guus served as executive
editor of TESG, the Dutch academic Geography journal.
Key Publications
Andriesse, E. & A.C.M. van Westen (2009) Unsustainable varieties of capitalism along de Thailand-Malaysia border?
The role of institutional complementarities in regional development. Asia Pacific Journal of Management 26 (1) (DOI
10.1007/s10490-008-9107-2).
C. Ramachandraiah, A.C.M. van Westen & Sheela Prasad (eds.)(2008) High-tech urban spaces. Asian and European
perspectives. Manohar, New Delhi.
Westen, A.C.M. van (2003): Embeddedness: The role of local factors in
economic development. In: I.S.A. Baud & J. Post (eds.) Realigning actors in an urbanizing world. Governance and
Institutions from a Development Perspective. Pp. 43-61. Ashgate, Aldershot.
Westen, A.C.M. (1995) Unsettled: Low-income housing and mobility in Bamako, Mali. (PhD Thesis). Nederlandse
Geografische Studies 187, KNAG/FRWUU, Utrecht 1995.
Lindert, P. & A.C.M. van Westen (1991) Household Shelter Strategies in Comparative Perspective: Evidence from LowIncome Groups in Bamako and La Paz. World Development 19(8): 1007-1028.

drs. M.J. (Maarten) Zeylmans van Emmichoven
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

405
+31 (0)30253 1237
m.j.zeylmans@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3620 Advanced Methods & Techniques II

Maarten Zeylmans van Emmichoven has two roles within the Faculty of Geosciences: First as a teacher GIS & Remote
Sensing within the departments Physical Geography and Earth Sciences, second as process coordinator GIS and Remote
Sensing with the GEO-ICT service of the Faculty. In his role as a teacher he teaches Bachelor’s and Masters courses and
assists a lot of individual Masters and PhD students. In his role with the GEO-ICT group he takes care of the GIS/RS data
and software for this Faculty.
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prof.dr. E.B. (Annelies) Zoomers
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

322
+31 (0)30253 2442
e.b.zoomers@uu.nl

Teaches:

GEO4-3604 Research Frontiers

Annelies Zoomers is Professor of International Development Studies (IDS) at Utrecht University and Professor of
International Migration at the Radboud University of Nijmegen. After finishing her PhD in 1988, she worked for the
Netherlands Economic Institute and the Royal Tropical Institute on long and short-term consulting assignments for
various organisations (o.a. Worldbank, IFAD, DGIS) in various countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Between
1995 and 2007, she was Associate Professor at the Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation. She
has published extensively about rural development in Latin America; land policies and the impact of privatization,
sustainable livelihoods, tourism and international migration. She is member of the permanent commission for
development cooperation (COS) under auspices of the Advisory Council on International Affairs (AIV) and world
connector.
Key publications
Boekema F., T. van Naerssen, A. Zoomers (eds.) (2008) Global circulation and territorial development. Special Issue,
European Planning Studies,16:7.
Naerssen, T. van, Ernst Spaans and A. Zoomers (eds) (2008) Global migration and development. New York: Routledge.
Adepoju, A., T. van Naerssen and A. Zoomers (eds) (2008) International migration and national development in subSaharan Africa. Viewpoints and policy initiatives in the countries of origin. Afrika-Studiecentrum Series Vol.10.
Leiden/Boston: Brill publishers.
Zoomers. A. (2008). Rural livelihoods. In: V. Desai and R. Potter (eds.). The companion to development studies, second
edition, Oxford press, pp. 147-151.
Adepoju, A. F. van Noorloos, L. Smith and A. Zoomers (2008) Europe’s migration agreements with migrant-sending
countries in the global South: a critical review. Journal of international migration (accepted).
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Administrative Staff
The administrative staff is vital to the organisation of the educational pillar of the Department of Human Geography
and Planning. In this section, you will find contact information of the staff members you are most likely to meet during
your academic career at out Department.
[All rooms mentioned are within the Van Unnik building]

drs. A.P.J. (Jos) Bierbooms
Academic Advisor
(Consultation hours: Tuesdays 13:00 – 15:00)
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

301
+31 (0)30253 3251
a.p.j.bierbooms@uu.nl

mr. D. (Diederik) Gussekloo
Secretary of the Board of the Graduate School of Geosciences
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

722
+31 (0)30253 2644
d.gussekloo@uu.nl

Ms. F.A. (Ferry) van der Klein-Maes
Student Information Desk of Geosciences (‘Studiepunt’)
(Monday-Friday: 09:30-12:00, 13.00-16:30)
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

001a
+31 (0)30253 9634/+31 (0)30253 9559
f.a.vanderklein-maes@uu.nl/studiepunt.geo@uu.nl

Ms. F.D. (Cisca) de Lange
Student Information Desk of Geosciences (‘Studiepunt’)
(Monday-Friday: 09:30-12:00, 13.00-16:30)
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

001a
+31 (0)30253 9636/+31 (0)30253 9559
c.delange@uu.nl/studiepunt.geo@uu.nl
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Ms. T.A. (Tibisay) van der Meer
Secretary
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

601
31 (0)30253 1399
t.a.vandermeer@uu.nl

Ms. E.P. (Erika) van Middelkoop
Board examination Human Geography and Planning
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:

632
+31 (0)30253 2086/+31 (0)30253 1399
e.p.vanmiddelkoop@uu.nl

J. (Jeroen) van Pelt MSc
International Officer
Room:
Telephone:
E-mail:
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701a
+31 (0)30253 9160
j.vanpelt@uu.nl

Information about educational management
The management of the University is divided in three levels: the University, the faculties and the departments. Each level
involves the participation of the scientific, technical and administrative staff as well as the students. Look at the website
for names and addresses.

Management of the Faculty of Geosciences
Faculty Board
Dean, Vice-dean, Faculty director and a student representative form the management team of the Faculty
Faculty office: room 723, W.C. van Unnik building, Heidelberglaan 2
Tel: 030 – 253 2044.
Faculty Council
The faculty council has fourteen members: half students and half staff. The council meets in principle every last Tuesday
of the month.
Departments
There are four departments in the Faculty: Earth Sciences, Physical Geography, Innovation and Environmental Sciences
and Human Geography and Planning. The general director and the directors for research and education form the board
of the Department. They decide on the policy, finance and personal of the department.

Educational organization
The Director of Education of the department is responsible for the organisation, coordination and quality management
of the educational elements of the various courses offered. He is assisted by a management team and two boards, a
Bachelor’s board and the Board of the Academic school Geography and Planning.
Graduate School Geosciences
The Graduate School of Geosciences of the faculty includes the two-year Research Master’s programmes in Earth
Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Science and Innovation Management and the Prestige Master’s in Human Geography
and Planning. The one-year academic Master’s programme and the two-year interuniversity Geographical Information
Management and Applications (GIMA) Master’s programme are also organised by the Graduate School.
The degrees are conferred by the Board of Studies, which is made up of the programme directors as well as an advisory
student member. The Board of Studies is responsible for the curricula, quality management and admissions into the
various Master’s programmes. The relevant Teaching Institutes and faculty services look after the logistical organisation
of Research Master’s educational programmes.
Education Committee
This committee consists of staff members and the same number of students and has to advice the education board
about programmes, evaluations of courses and the yearly schedule.
Board of Examiners and Admissions
The Board of Examiners and Admissions is in charge of examination regulations and procedures and decides on the
allocation of credits, certificates, degrees and admissions to the programmes. Degrees are conferred in public meetings
of the board.
The board also approves minors and grants exemptions and permission to take course modules outside the fixed
curriculum of the programme. Contact with the board can be made through the Student desks.
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Academic Advisors
The Academic Advisors assist students in planning their studies and making the right choices. Individual advice can
be obtained in case a student runs into specific problems that may have a negative effect on their progress. This may
include referral to specialist professional help. For Human Geography and Urban and regional planning is this drs. Jos
Bierbooms, E-mail: a.p.j.bierbooms@uu.nl or Telephone: 030 – 253 3251
The Geosciences International Office
The aim of this office is two-sided: firstly to help the faculty’s international students during their time in Utrecht with
practical problems relating to their studies here (visas, housing registration and other practical issues).
Secondly, the office assists students who want to go abroad for a period during their studies. Abroad, students can
either take part in courses or do part of their thesis.
The International Office has contacts all over Europe and some beyond Europe. The office is also the place where
students should come to if they wish to apply for travel scholarships and to get information on where to obtain
scholarships. You should keep in mind that there are very few scholarship possibilities if you go abroad for a period of
less than three months!
If you are thinking of going abroad for your studies please contact the International Office as soon as possible. If you
turn up the month before you leave there is very little we can do for you.
If you have any questions about these issues you can always contact the International Office by sending an email to:
international.geo@uu.nl; or call Tel. 030-253 9559.
The Faculty’s Student Organisations
The faculty of Geosciences has a long-standing tradition of hosting student organisations. These organisations arrange
extra-curricular activities that encourage the social networking of their members and act as a special-interest group
in the interaction between the educational and faculty boards. All student organisations offer books and other
literature with discount. As these discounts are more than the organisations’ admission fees, practically all students
are a member. A substantial number of the members are active in organising and participating in activities including
conferences, seminars, study tours, theatre, music, sports and parties.
Increasingly, the student organisations cooperate in arranging joint activities. They also play a major role in the
introduction of new students, helping them to find their way around the faculty and the university.
The student organisations are linked to the different academic programmes within the faculty. Further information can
be found on each organisation’s website:
• Human Geography: V.U.G.S. www.vugs.nl
• International: European Geography Association (EGEA) http://www.egea.eu/entity/utrecht
• Association des Etats Généraux des Etudiants de l’Europe (AEGEE) www.aegee-utrecht.nl)
Your opinion counts
The department is very interested in the opinion of the students on the programmes. Participation of students in the
board, the Education Committee and the student organization is important. Each course will be evaluated. This gives
you the possibility to give your opinion in order to improve the quality of the programme.
Complaints
If it is impossible to solve your problems with your lecturers or the student representatives, than there are possibilities to
express your formal complaints:
• Individual or as group you can submit your complaints to the Board of Examiners or the educational organization of
the Department.
• If you do not agree with a decision of the Board of Examiners you can appeal to the Examination Appeals Board.
This must be done within four weeks of the decision of the Board of Examiners. More information can be given by
the Student Service Centre in het Bestuursgebouw.
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Where are … ? Services
Books/readers

•
•
•

Change in master
programme

•
•

Chip pass upload point •

members of the student organization V.U.G.S. can purchase course books and materials
at a discount; more information available at room 414-b Van Unnik building MondayFriday 09:00-17:00h
for readers Ruppert building service desk FSC Monday-Friday 10:00-14:00h
academic bookshop on ground level of Van Unnik building
go to the Geosciences Study Desk and make an appointment with the study advisor
in het Bestuurgebouw you have to report the change in your enrolment in the relevant
MA programme
in the Educatorium building near the cantine

Coffee/soft drinks/
candy machines

• at different locations in the buildings
(there is the possibility to place your own mug in the coffee machine)
The machines work only with a chip pass!

Computer software

•
•
•

student can buy software for personal use at reduced prices under certain conditions
(student and only for personal use)
software for text, calculation, statistical analysis, etc.
order from the web shop www.surfspot.nl with your Solis-id; your order will be delivered
at your postal address after payment is effected

Computer problems

•

on the first floor of the Van Unnik building is a helpdesk, room 102

Complaints

•
•
•
•

go to your lecturer
the study advisor on the third floor Van Unnik building
in the V.U.G.S-room is a post box for complaints and suggestions
at the Student Desk (Studiepunt) in the west-traverse of the Van Unnik building is a post
box for complaints and letters to the Examination Committee

Computer use

•

computer labs on the first floor of Van Unnik building, including het Studielandschap in
the corridor between Van Unnik and the Educatorium (Monday-Friday 09:00-18:00)
labs and workplaces in the Ruppert building (Monday-Friday 09:00-18:00)
in the university library, Heidelberglaan 3 (Monday-Friday 08:00-22:30; Saturday-Sunday
10:00-18:00), www.library.uu.nl
info-PCs at several locations in the buildings for access to Internet and email
for completing assignments and papers it is strongly advised to use your own computer,
also for work in the evening and the weekends
keep in mind your health while using computers (RSI)
in most buildings on the Uithof there is a wireless internet connection: Eduroam
for students who have to work with GIS for a longer period of time, there is the
possibility to work in the GIS lab in the Van Unnik building room 422. Ask for permission
first.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Copy shop/
Photocopying

• in the library
• on the first floor of the Van Unnik building
• first floor Langeveld building in the hall
You need your chipcard for this.

Course registration

•

via the Internet in Osiris: http://www.uu.nl/osirisstudent (be mindful of registration
periods!)

Course results

•

online: http://www.uu.nl/osirisstudent
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Electronic learning
environment

•
•
•
•

E-mail

•
•
•
•
•
•

Food

•

Group discussion

•

•
•
•
•

Internet

•
•

Map collection

each student will be given a university email address
log in with your Solis-id and password
the faculty and university will email you regularly at your student’s email
read your messages regularly
you can forward these messages to another address
all staff have email addresses, formulated in the following way: firstletters.lastname@
uu.nl

restaurant in the Educatorium building (Monday- Thursday 09.00-19.00h; Friday 09:0015:00h; lunch: 12:00- 14:00h; dinner: 17.00-19.00h
• restaurant on the first floor Langeveld building (Monday-Friday 12:00-13:30h)
In the university restaurants no cash, only chip pass payments.
• outside the Langeveld building you will find a SPAR supermarket (Monday -Friday 08:0021:00h; Saturday 08:30-20:00h)
• Tricolore (Italian specialities) under the Library building
• HEMA (sandwitches) under the Library building
• Gúmus Shoarma and Turkish pizza, on the Library square
• Grand Café The Basket (also serves meals) next to the Van Unnik building

•
•
•

Library

a learning environment offers course information online
it provides items such as lecture notes, documents, assignments, tests, grades, surveys
and discussion forums
it also allows the digital submission of assignments
at this moment the system Blackboard is used. www.uu.nl/blackboard

•
•

on the first floor of the Van Unnik building near the computer labs and in the
Studielandschap (reservation is required, go to the student helpdesk, room 102)
in the university restaurant Educatorium building in the off-peak hours
in the Ruppert building in the Uitwijk/rest and recreation room
on the first floor of the Langeveld building in the university restaurant, not during lunch
time
in the lounge on the first floor between Van Unnik building and the library
University Library Utrecht (UBU) is located opposite the Van Unnik, hosts the geography
section
open Monday-Friday 08:00 – 22:30h, Saturday-Sunday 10.00-18.00h, www.library.uu.nl
through the website you can search for and reserve hard-copy literature and access all
digital articles and books. Use you Solis-id to log in.
beginning from the faculty homepage one finds information about education, research,
organization and services: http://www.uu.nl/geo/students
as a student you will frequently refer to the Students’ Desk for information about the
course schedule, study guide, etc.
the Faculty Geosciences has a huge map collection and atlases, mostly stored in the
university library, sixth floor
the faculty also has a number of digital map sources of the Netherlands and the rest of
the world, information: http://bc.library.uu.nl/nl or Geo-ict Van Unnik building, room 402

Money

•

near the entrance of the SPAR supermarket is a Postbank ATM

Osiris Student

•

an online computer system of Utrecht University, with available courses, study results and
personal information of the students
place for registration for courses
notify your address changes, all university mail will be sent to this address
find out your course results
the course database http://www.uu.nl/osirisstudent, although not always complete for all
courses in a year and for all the faculties
you will receive an Osiris username and password (by ordinary mail), if not: go to the
Student Service Centre in the Bestuursgebouw with your student card.

•
•
•
•
•
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Post boxes

•
•
•

Printing

•
•
•

post boxes of staff members are found in front of the secretariat of SGPL (next to room
635, sixth floor Van Unnik building), for instance for handing in papers and assessments
for student organizations, faculty board and other departments on the seventh floor Van
Unnik building, near room 701
of the Examination Committee at the Students Desk (Studiepunt) in the west-traverse of
the Van Unnik building
send from the computer labs an instruction to the printer “Van Unnik zwart-wit” (=black
and white) or “Van Unnik-kleur” (=colour)
in the middle of the first floor of the Van Unnik building the printers (and a scanner) are
located, insert your chip pass and select the files you want to print
in the library; uses the follow-me system; consequently you can use the printer of your
choice; the first time you print in the library, you will be asked to connect your debit card
to your Solis-id.

Secretariat Human
Geography and
Planning

•

for questions about the courses offered by programmes of the department and
availability of the staff members (room 601, sixth floor Van Unnik building, tel. + 31
(0)30-2531399)

Skip a course

•

if you skip a course before it starts unsubscribe via Osiris and if that is not possible, go
to the Student Desk Geosciences, otherwise you will be given an unsatisfactory grade. It
must be done within the first two weeks of the course.

Smoking

•

outside

Sports

•
•
•

Olympos Sports Centre on the Uithof campus, see Internet: http://www.olympos.nl
sports activities of the V.U.G.S.
basketball on top of the Grand Café The Basket (ball can be rented in the Café)

Student counsellor

•

staff member of the university who will help with general study problems

Student Desk
Geosciences
(Studiepunt)

•

the primary point of contact for students in the faculty of Geosciences. It provides
students with general information and answers questions about registration for courses,
course timetables, examinations, grades and credits, etc.
situated in the West Traverse of Van Unnik building Heidelberglaan 2, Tel. +31 (0)302539559, email: studiepunt.geo@uu.nl, Monday-Friday: 09:30-12:00h, 12:30-16:30h,
during academic holidays limited opening hours

•

Student Service Centre •
(SSC)
•
•

offers information, advice and services concerning studies and student life in the
Bestuurgebouw, tel.: +31 (0)30 – 2537000
Internet: http://qdesk.uu.nl
opening hours: Monday to Friday 11:00-16:00h.

Study advisor Human
Geography and
Planning

gives advice about the studies in Human Geography and planning: problems, choices
Jos Bierbooms currently is the study advisor

•
•
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The Teaching and Examination Regulations set out the degree programme-specific rights and obligations of students
on the one hand and of Utrecht University on the other. The University’s student statute sets forth the rights and
obligations that apply to all students.
These regulations were approved by the Dean of the Faculty of Geosciences on April 24th, 2012

SECTION 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS
Art. 1.1 – applicability of the regulations
These regulations apply to the teaching and examinations of the Master’s degree programmes in Development Studies,
Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Geographical Sciences, Human Geography, Human Geography and Planning
(research), Planning, Science and Innovation Management and the Master’s programme Energy Science (hereinafter
called the degree programmes) and to all students enrolled on these degree programmes for the academic year 20122013. The degree programmes are run by the Graduate School of Geosciences within the Faculty of Geosciences.
Art. 1.2 – definition of terms
a. the Act: the Higher Education and Research Act.
b. student: anyone who is enrolled at the University to take courses and/or sit partial exams and final exams of the
programme.
c. credit point: a value expressed in ECTS, where each credit point is approximately equivalent to 28 hours of learning.
d. degree programmes: the Master’s degree programmes mentioned in Art. 1.1 of these regulations. A degree
programme may comprise several Master’s programmes.
e. component: a unit of study (course) within the degree programme, as included in the Course Catalogue and the
University’s Course Catalogue.
f. course: a unit of teaching and assessment.
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g. test: partial examination as meant by Art. 7.10 of the Act.
h. exam: the final exam of the degree programme, which is completed successfully if all the degree requirements have
been met.
i. special needs contract: the contract entered into by the Director of Teaching (or other representative of the degree
programme) and the disabled student specifying the necessary and reasonable facilities which the student is entitled
to.
j. International Diploma Supplement: the document attached to the degree certificate that explains the nature and
content of the qualification (in an internationally understandable form).
k. Board of Studies: the Board of the Graduate school.
l. Student Information Desk of Geosciences: student information desk and student progress administration unit of the
Faculty.
m. course guide: document specifying for each course: the learning outcomes; the requirements (such as the
attendance and effort requirements) that a student must meet to complete the learning outcomes; the way in
which the final mark is calculated; the timetable and the instructional formats; name and availability of the course
coordinator.
n. summer vacation period: the period between the end of semester 2 and the start of semester 1 of the following
year; it follows the University academic calendar.
The other terms have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act.

SECTION 2 – ADMISSION
Art. 2.1 – degree programme admission requirements
1. The holder of a Dutch or foreign higher education degree who demonstrates knowledge, understanding and skills
in sub-areas of Geosciences can be admitted to one of the Master’s degree programmes mentioned in Article 1.1.
2. a. T he holder of a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Earth Sciences is assumed to have gained
the knowledge, understanding and skills referred to in the first paragraph, and is for that reason admitted to the
Master’s degree programme in Earth Sciences.
b. T he holder of a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Environmental Sciences or a Bachelor’s
degree with a Utrecht University major in Environmental Studies is assumed to have gained the knowledge,
understanding and skills referred to in the first paragraph, and is for that reason admitted to the Master’s degree
programme in Environmental Sciences.
c. The holder of a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Science and Innovation Management is
assumed to have gained the knowledge, understanding and skills referred to in the first paragraph, and is for
that reason admitted to the Master’s degree programme in Science and Innovation Management.
d. The holder of a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Human Geography and Planning is assumed
to have gained the knowledge, understanding, and skills referred to in the first paragraph, and is for that reason
admitted to the Master’s degree programme Development Studies, Geographical Sciences, Human Geography, or
Planning.
3. Admissions decisions are made by the Board of Admissions, taking account of the applicant’s preferred programme
within the Master’s degree programme and of the text of Art 2.4.
4. The applicant must master spoken and written English.
Art. 2.2 – English language
1. Prior to undertaking the degree programme (taught in English), students must demonstrate proficiency in English by
passing one of the following tests:
• IELTS (International English Language Testing System), academic module. The minimum IELTS score required is an
Overall Band Score of 6.5 and no less than 6.0 in the writing section.
• TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 93 (internet-based).
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• Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, presenting one of the following certificates: Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English; minimum score B. - Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English;
minimum score C.
2. The holder of a Bachelor’s degree gained at a university in the Netherlands meets the English language requirement
for admission.
Art. 2.3 – proficiency in Dutch for holders of foreign qualifications (in relation to the Dutch-taught Master’s
Degree Programmes)
Holders of foreign qualifications may only register:
1. if they demonstrate required proficiency in Dutch by passing the state examination in Dutch as a Second Language,
Programme 2, or by obtaining the certificate in Dutch as a Second Language, ‘Academic Language Skills Profile’
(PAT) or ‘Higher Education Language Skills Profile’ (PTHO), and
2. if they demonstrate required proficiency in English by passing one of the following tests:
• IELTS (International English Language Testing System), academic module. The minimum IELTS score required is an
Overall Band Score of 6.5 and no less than 6.0 in the writing section.
• TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 93 (internet-based).
• Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, presenting one of the following certificates: Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English; minimum score B. - Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English;
minimum score C.
Art. 2.4 – Admission to the Master’s programmes
1. The different Master’s programmes within the degree programme in Earth Sciences have the following specific
admission requirements in addition to those listed in Art. 2.1:
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Surface and Water, track Coastal Dynamics and Fluvial Systems
is given to applicants who successfully complete the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: either Morphodynamics
of tidal system or River Morphodynamics and also either Fluid Mechanics or Quaternary climate and global
change.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Surface and Water, track Geohazards and Earth Observation
is given to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Soil and
water contamination, Land degradation, Geodynamics and Earth observation & data analysis.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Surface and Water, track Hydrology is given to applicants
who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Water in Geo processes, Soil
and water contamination, Environmental modeling, Fluid mechanics 1 and Programming & modelling of earth
processes.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Surface and Water, track Environmental geochemistry is given
to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Geochemical
processes at the Earth’s surface, Paleoceanography and Soil and water contamination.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth, Life and Climate, track Environmental geochemistry is given
to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Geochemical
processes at the Earth’s surface, Paleoceanography and Soil and water contamination.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth, Life and Climate, track Biogeosciences is given to applicants
who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Sedimentation, fauna and
climate, Paleoceanography and Evolution & ecology.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth, Life and Climate, track Climate reconstruction is given to
applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Sedimentation,
fauna and climate, Paleoceanography, Paleoclimatology – paleoecology and Quaternary climate and global
change.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth, Life and Climate, track Integrated stratigraphy and
sedimentary system is given to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht
Bachelor courses: Sedimentation, fauna and climate, Paleoceanography, Paleoclimatology – paleoecology and
Quaternary climate and global change.
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Structure and Dynamics, track Physics of the deep Earth and
planets is given to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses:
Geodynamics, Introduction to seismology and seismics, Programming and modelling of earth processes, LAVA and
DIVA. (N.B.: at least one of these completed courses is on level 3)
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Structure and Dynamics, track Basins, Orogens and the crust
lithosphere systems is given to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following UU courses:
Geodynamics, Continuum mechanics and rheology, Programming and modelling of earth processes, Lithosphere
dynamics and Sedimentary systems.
• Direct admission to the Master’s programme Earth Structure and Dynamics, track Earth Materials is given
to applicants who successfully complete at least two of the following Utrecht Bachelor courses: Continuum
mechanics and rheology, Structure and properties of earth materials, Chemical geodynamics and Structural
geology and tectonics.
The different Master’s programmes within the degree programme in Environmental Sciences have specific admission
requirements in addition to those listed in Art. 2.1:
• Applicants holding a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Environmental Sciences have guaranteed
admission to the Master’s programme in Sustainable Development, track Energy & Resources, track Global
Change and Ecosystems and track Environmental Governance.
• Applicants holding a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Environmental Studies have guaranteed
admission to the Master’s programme in Sustainable Development, track Environmental Governance.
• Applicants holding a Bachelor’s degree with a Utrecht University major in Environmental Studies or Environmental
Sciences and a Utrecht University minor Development Studies have guaranteed admission to the Master’s
programme in Sustainable Development, track International Development.
The Master’s programme in Human Geography and Planning (Research Master’s) has the following specific
admission requirements in addition to those listed in Art. 2.1:
• High positive motivation and dedication to undertake the Master’s programme.
• Good academic results in their previous studies. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they belong to the
top 10 percent of their programme.
• The applicant must have completed previous studies with a grade point average of at least 3.0 (on a scale of 1-4)
or of at least 7.0 under the Dutch system.
The Master’s programme in Development Studies has the following specific admission requirements in addition to
those listed in Art. 2.1:
• Knowledge and understanding of the concepts and theories of Human Geography, and knowledge at an
advanced level in at least the issues of developing and transition countries;
• Knowledge and understanding of the methods and techniques of socio-spatial research and some experience in
carrying out such research;
• Academic skills on a par with those expected at the level of a university Bachelor’s degree.
The Master’s programme in Human Geography has the following specific admission requirements in addition to
those listed in Art. 2.1:
• Knowledge and understanding of the concepts and theories of Human Geography, and at least one of the fields
of specialization in Human Geography;
• Knowledge and understanding of the methods and techniques of socio-spatial research and some experience in
carrying out such research;
• Academic skills on a par with those expected at the level of a university Bachelor’s degree.
The Master’s programme in Planning has the following specific admission requirements in addition to those listed in
Art. 2.1:
• Knowledge and understanding of the concepts of Planning and Human Geography, planning theory and
methods, and at least one of the fields of specialization in planning;
• Knowledge and understanding of the methods and techniques of socio-spatial research and some experience in
carrying out such research;
• Academic skills on a par with those expected at the level of a university Bachelor’s degree.
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7. The Master’s programme Geographical Sciences has the following specific admission requirements in addition to
those listed in Art. 2.1:
• Knowledge and understanding of the concepts of geo-information;
• Academic skills on a par with those expected at the level of a university Bachelor’s degree.
8. The Master’s programme Energy Science has the following specific admission requirements in addition to those listed
in Art. 2.1:
• Basic knowledge of Thermal Dynamics, Energy Analysis and Mathematics
• Basic knowledge of contemporary energy and environmental related issues
Art. 2.5 – deficiencies
The Board of Admissions of the Graduate School may require those applicants who do not meet the admission
requirements referred to in Art. 2.1 and Art 2.4 to complete a package of courses to a maximum of 60 ECTS, to
be taught by Utrecht University and tailored to the Master’s programme concerned, in order to remove background
deficiencies.
Art. 2.6 – admissions procedures
1. Responsibility for admission to the degree programmes of the Graduate School and the different Master’s
programmes lies with the Board of Admissions of the Graduate School.
2. With an eye to admission to the degree programme, the Board of Admissions will review the knowledge,
understanding and skills of the applicant. In addition to documentary evidence of programmes completed, the
Board may have specific knowledge, understanding and skills assessed by experts inside or outside the University.
3. With an eye to admission to a Master’s programme within the degree programme, the Board of Admissions
will conduct an admissions review to determine if the applicant meets, or will meet in a timely manner, the
requirements for admission referred to in Art. 2.4. In its review, the Board will include the applicant’s motivation
and ambition for the programme concerned as well as the applicant’s knowledge of the programme’s language of
instruction.
4. Admissions reviews are conducted twice a year.
5. Requests for admission to the degree programme and to a specific Master’s programme are submitted to the Board
of Admissions before 1 March and 1 September. In special cases, the Board of Admissions may consider requests
submitted after the deadline dates.
6. The Board of Admissions will make an admissions decision within the time frames set by the Board of Studies.
Admission will be granted on the condition that the applicant meets the knowledge and skills requirements referred
to in Art. 2.4 by the start date of the degree programme, as evidenced by certificates of programme completion.
7. The applicant will receive written notification of acceptance or non-acceptance into the degree programme and a
specific Master’s programme. The decision letter will call attention to the possibility of appeal to the Examinations
Appeal Board.
Art. 2.7 – admission for a six-month period
1. In special cases, the Board of Admissions may, at the request of an applicant who is preparing for the final exam of
one of the Bachelor’s degree programmes referred to in Art. 2.1, paragraph 2, admit the applicant to the degree
programme for a six-month period if:
- the applicant has successfully completed the required components of the major programme and only has to
complete components of the Bachelor’s degree programme with a total credit value of no more than 15, and if
- the applicant can be reasonably expected to complete the Bachelor’s degree programme in a very short period,
but not later than six months from the time he or she is conditionally admitted to the Master’s degree programme,
and if
- the applicant, due to circumstances beyond his or her control, has not been able to make satisfactory academic
progress and would disproportionately fall behind in studies if they were unable to begin the Master’s degree
programme at the scheduled start date.
2. After completing the final exam of one of the Bachelor’s degree programmes referred to in Article 2.1, paragraph 2,
the six-month admission period will be converted to regular admission.
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3. If the student does not successfully complete the final exam of one of the Bachelor’s degree programmes referred
to in Art. 2.1, paragraph 2, within six months of starting the Master’s degree programme, he or she will be
excluded from the Master’s degree programme until the Bachelor’s exam has been passed.
Art. 2.8 – limited entry
1. The Board of Studies will determine the maximum number of students to be admitted to the degree programmes
and the different Master’s programmes.
2. The Board of Admissions will rank the submitted requests according to knowledge and skills of the applicants.
3. The Board of Admissions will grant the requests based on the rankings established.

SECTION 3 – CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE DEGREE PROGRAMMES
Art. 3.1 – aims of the degree programmes
1. The degree programmes aim to:
• equip students with specialised knowledge, skills and understanding in the field of Geosciences, and to help them
achieve the learning outcomes referred to in paragraph 2;
• prepare students for a career in one or more sub-fields of Geosciences;
• prepare students for undertaking a programme to train as a researcher in the field of Geosciences.
2. The graduate:
• has a deep knowledge and understanding of the subject matter of Geosciences;
• has a thorough knowledge of a specialism in their degree programme, or a thorough knowledge at the interface
of the degree programme and another subject area;
• has the skill to independently identify, formulate, and analyse problems in the field of Geosciences, and to
propose possible solutions;
• has the skills to conduct research in the field of Geosciences and to report on this research in a manner that meets
the standards usual for the discipline;
• possesses professional and academic skills, in particular in relation to research in the field of Geosciences;
• is able to apply knowledge and understanding in such a way that he or she demonstrates a professional approach
to their work;
• is able to communicate conclusions, as well as the knowledge, reasons and considerations underlying these
conclusions, to an audience of specialists or non-specialists.
The course catalogues for the Master’s programmes set out the subject-specific learning outcomes for the different
Master’s programmes.
Art. 3.2 – study mode
The degree programmes Development Studies, Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Human Geography and
Planning (research), Science and Innovation Management and the Master’s programme Energy Science are offered fulltime. The degree programmes in Planning, Geographical Sciences and Human Geography are offered full-time as well
as part-time.
Art. 3.3 – language of instruction
The degree programmes Development Studies, Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Geographical Sciences, Human
Geography and Planning (research), Science and Innovation Management and the Master’s programme Energy Science
are taught in English. The degree programmes in Planning and Human Geography are taught in Dutch. The Master’s
programme Urban Geography within the degree programme Human Geography is taught in English.
Art. 3.4 – credit value
The degree programmes Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Geographical Sciences, Human Geography and
Planning (research), Science and Innovation Management and the Master’s programme Energy Science have a total
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credit value of 120. The degree programmes in Development Studies, Planning, and Human Geography have a total
credit value of 60.
Art. 3.5 – Master’s programmes; entry points
1. The Graduate School of Geosciences offers the following Master’s degree programmes and Master’s programmes:
Master’s degree programme

Master’s Programme

Earth Sciences

Earth, Life and Climate
Earth Structure and Dynamics
Earth Surface and Water
Water Science and Management
Sustainable Development
Water Science and Management
Geographical Information and Management Applications
Human Geography and Planning
Science and Innovation Management
International Development Studies
Planologie
Economische Geografie
Geo-communicatie
Urban Geography/Stadsgeografie
Energy Science

Environmental Sciences
Geographical Sciences
Human Geography and Planning
Science and Innovation Management
Development Studies
Planning
Human Geography

Science and Business

The Master’s programmes prepare students for undertaking research in one or more sub-fields of Geosciences.
2. The Master’s programmes Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Science and Innovation Management and the
Master’s programme Energy Science start twice a year: 1 September and 1 February. The Master’s programmes
Development Studies, Geographical Sciences, Human Geography and Planning (Research Master), Planning, and
Human Geography have one start date a year: 1 September.
Art. 3.6 – components of the Master’s programmes
1. The core components of the different Master’s programmes and their credit loads are described in Annex 1.
2. Upon approval of the Board of Examiners, the student will choose one or more components. The credit values for
the elective components of the specific Master’s programmes are set out in Annex 1.
3. In departure from Art 3.6.2, if a student who has been accepted into one of the programmes has deficiencies, he or
she may be required to use (part of) the free-choice component of the programme to remove the deficiencies.
4. The Course Catalogue for the Master’s programmes provides more detailed information about the content
and structure of the components of each programme, including any prior knowledge that would help students
successfully complete the component concerned.
Art. 3.7 – components taken elsewhere
1. In order to pass the Master’s degree exam the student must complete at least half of the Master’s programme
through components offered by Utrecht University.
2. Components taken elsewhere as part of the programme of study may only be counted towards the student’s
degree requirements with prior approval of the Board of Examiners.
3. Components completed at a higher education institution prior to the start of the Master’s degree programme may
only qualify for exemption pursuant to Art. 5.13.

SECTION 4 – COURSES
Art. 4.1 – course
All courses that may be part of the degree programmes have been included in the course catalogues for the
programmes and can be found at the website of the Student Information Desk of Geosciences: http://studenten.geo.
uu.nl.
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Art. 4.2 – course admission requirements
The Board of Studies will decide the order in which the required components of a Master’s programme must be
completed. This will be announced in the Course Catalogue.
Art. 4.3 – course enrolment
A student may only take part in a course if he or she has enrolled for the course in a timely manner. The Board of
Studies will decide how and when enrolment takes place. Enrolment rules and enrolment deadlines will be published
through the website of the Student Information Desk of Geosciences: http://studenten.geo.uu.nl.
Art. 4.4 – attendance and effort requirements
1. Every student is expected to actively participate in the course on which he or she is enrolled.
2. In addition to the general requirement of active participation in class, any additional requirements per unit are listed
in the University’s Course Catalogue and the Course Guide.
3. A student may be granted exemption from attendance if he or she is incapacitated (for instance as a result of illness
or family circumstances). Any leave or absence must be agreed with the Programme Office in advance by phone.
4. If participation is inadequate, qualitatively or quantitatively, the course coordinator may decide to exclude the
student from the remainder or any part of the remainder of the course.

SECTION 5 – ASSESSMENT
Art. 5.1 – general
1. During the course the student will be assessed on academic skills and on the extent to which he or she has
achieved the stated learning outcomes. All assessment activities will be completed by the end of the course.
2. The Course Guide and/or the University’s Course Catalogue detail the achievements the student must demonstrate
for him or her to successfully complete the course, as well as the criteria on which the student is assessed.
3. The published (see: Course Catalogue/Website) rules and regulations of the Board of Examiners outline the
assessment process.
4. If a course has to be repeated, the last acquired judicium counts. Should a student pass for a course, but still wishes
to repeat the course, the complete course should be repeated.
Art. 5.2 – Board of Examiners
1. The Dean will establish a Board of Examiners for each study programme or group of programmes and will ensure
the Board of Examiners can operate independently and professionally.
2. The Dean will appoint the chair and members of the Board for a three-year term, based on their expertise in the
relevant study programme(s) or in examinations. Reappointment is possible. The Dean will consult the relevant
members of the Board of Examiners before an appointment is made.
3. Persons holding management positions that include financial responsibilities or who are wholly or partially
responsible for course programmes are not eligible for appointment to the Board of Examiners. These persons
will in any event include the Dean, the Vice Dean, directors/heads/managers of a department, members of a
department’s management/governing team, members or chairs of the Board of Studies of the Graduate or
Undergraduate School and the Education Director.
4. Membership of the Board of Examiners will end on completion of their term of appointment. The chair and
members of the Board may also be dismissed at their own request. The chair and members of the Board will be
dismissed by the Dean if they no longer meet the requirements of paragraphs 2 or 3 of this section. The Dean may
also dismiss a chair or members found to be performing their statutory duties unsatisfactorily.
5. The Dean will announce the composition of the Board of Examiners to students and lecturers.

77

Art. 5.3 – assessment of placement or research assignment
1. The student’s performance during a placement or his or her research assignment will be assessed by the supervisor
in question and by one or more other internal and/or external experts.
2. Master’s theses will be assessed by two lecturers.
Art. 5.4 – grades
1. Grades will be awarded on a scale from 1 to 10. The final course grade will be satisfactory or unsatisfactory, or, if
expressed in numbers, 6 or higher and 5 or lower respectively.
2. The final course grade will be rounded to one decimal place. A grade for a partial test will not be rounded.
3. The final course grade of 5 and lower will not have any decimal places. An average grade of 4.95 to 5.49 is
unsatisfactory (5); an average grade of 5.50 to 5.99 is satisfactory (6)
4. The Course Guide sets out the way in which the final course grade is calculated.
Art. 5.5 – repeat exams: supplementary or replacement tests
1. If during the course the student satisfies all the effort requirements and does not receive a satisfactory grade but
does receive a final grade of at least 5.00 before rounding, he or she will be given one opportunity to take a
supplementary test.
2. The teacher will determine the form and content of the supplementary test.
3. If the student passes the supplementary test, a final course grade of 6 will be recorded in the student progress
administration system. Partial results that the student has achieved will not be taken into account in establishing the
final grade of the supplementary test.
4. If the student does not pass the supplementary test, the initial final grade will be entered into the student progress
administration system, thus rendering all partial course grades defunct.
5. Students who miss a test or part of a test owing to circumstances demonstrably beyond their control will be given
one opportunity to sit an alternative test. Only students immediately reporting these circumstances beyond their
control to the study programme’s secretariat will be eligible to sit an alternative test.
6. The teacher will determine the form and the content of the replacement test.
7. The result of the replacement test is taken into account in establishing the final grade of the entire course, except
as provided in subsection 8.
8. If the grade for the replacement test replaces all exams in the course, the result of the replacement test will be
recorded in the student progress administration system; it replaces the initial final grade.
Art. 5.6 – assessment mode
1. Assessment as part of a course will take place as stated in the course guide for the course.
2. Upon request, the Board of Examiners may give permission for a test to be administered in a manner which departs
from the provisions of the first paragraph.
Art. 5.7 – oral tests
1. Only one person at a time may be tested, unless the Board of Examiners decides otherwise.
2. Oral tests will be administered in public, unless the Board of Examiners or the examiner concerned decides
otherwise in exceptional circumstances, or unless the student objects.
Art. 5.8 – assessment provision for special circumstances
1. If not providing special assessment arrangements was to lead to a ‘compelling case of unreasonableness’, the Board
of Examiners may decide to grant special assessment arrangements.
2. Requests for special assessment arrangements must be submitted as early as possible together with supporting
documentary evidence. They must be submitted to the Board of Examiners through the student adviser.
Art. 5.9 – assessment turnaround time
1. Within 24 hours of administering an oral test the examiner will determine the grade and provide the student with a
statement of the grade received.
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2. The examiner will grade a written or differently administered test within 10 working days of the test date, and will
supply the administrative office of the Faculty the information necessary for providing the student with the written
or electronic proof of the grade received.
3. Time frames for assessment do not apply during the summer vacation period.
4. The written statement of the grade received includes a reference to the right of inspection, as addressed in Art.
5.11, as well as to the possibilities of appeal to the Examinations Appeals Board.
Art. 5.10 – validity period
1. Successfully completed components of one-year degree programmes have an unlimited validity.
Notwithstanding this, the Board of Examiners can impose a supplementary or replacement test for a component of
which the assessment has been more than three years ago (master’s degree programmes of one year) or six years
ago (master’s degree programmes of two years).
2. Partial tests and assignments passed in a component that was not successfully completed will expire at the end of
the academic year in which they were passed. Partial tests and assignments expire at the end of the period in which
they were passed, if the concerning course is taught more than once per academic year.
Art. 5.11 – right of inspection
1. Within 30 days after the announcement of the result of a written test, the student is allowed to inspect his or her
graded work upon request. Upon request, a copy of that work will be supplied to the student at cost.
2. During the period referred to in the first paragraph, any stakeholder may inspect the questions and tasks of the test
in question, as well as, if possible, the standards on which the grade is based.
Art. 5.12 – retention of assessments
1. The assessment tasks, answers and the assessed work will be retained for a period of two years after the
assessment date.
2. The thesis and its assessment will be retained for a period of seven years after the assessment date.
Art. 5.13 – exemption
At the student’s request, the Board of Examiners, after hearing the examiner concerned, may grant the student
exemption from a programme component if he or she:
a. prior to starting the Master’s programme has either completed a higher education programme component which is
equivalent in content and level; or
b. has demonstrated through work or professional experience that he or she has sufficient knowledge and skills in
relation to that component.
Art. 5.14 – fraud and plagiarism
1. Fraud and plagiarism mean any action or non-action of a student that wholly or partly prevents an accurate
assessment of his or her knowledge, understanding and skills.
Fraud includes:
- c opying during an examination. Any persons enabling copying will be deemed accessory to fraud;
-b
 eing in the possession of appliances during the examination (such as pre-programmed calculators, mobile
telephones, books, syllabuses, notes and so on), unless the use of such appliance is explicitly permitted;
- a llowing other persons to complete all or part of an assignment;
-o
 btaining the relevant examination questions or assignments before the date or time of the examination will be
held;
-m
 aking up the answers to questionnaires, interviews or research data;
Plagiarism is defined as including data or texts written by other persons in one’s thesis, without acknowledging the
source. Plagiarism includes in any event:
- c opying and pasting text from digital sources such as encyclopaedias or digital journals without quotation marks
and references;
- c opying and pasting text from the internet without quotation marks and references;
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- copying printed matter such as books, journals or encyclopaedias without quotation marks and references;
- including a translation of such source texts as mentioned above without quotation marks and references;
- paraphrasing such source texts as mentioned above without due referencing; paraphrasing should be marked as
such (by explicitly linking the paraphrased text to the original author in the text or in a note) so as to avoid the
impression that these are the student’s own ideas;
- copying others’ visual, audio or test material without due reference and thus allowing it to be regarded as one’s
own work;
- copying the work of other students and allowing it to be regarded as one’s own work. If this happens with the
permission of another student, the latter will be accessory to plagiarism;
- if one of the authors of a joint assignment commits plagiarism, the other authors will be accessory to plagiarism if
they should or could have known that the former committed plagiarism;
submitting assignments acquired from a commercial organisation (such as a website providing abstracts or papers)
or written by someone else in return for remuneration.
2. a. If fraud is discovered or suspected, the examiner will so inform the Board of Examiners in writing.
b. If the examiner detects or suspects plagiarism:
		 - he or she will so inform the student in writing;
		 - he or she will give the student the opportunity to respond to this in writing;
		 - he or she will subsequently send the written documents and findings to the Board of Examiners.
c. The Board of Examiners will provide the opportunity for the examinee to be heard.
3. The Board of Examiners will determine if fraud or plagiarism has occurred and will inform, in writing, the examinee
of its decision and any sanctions pursuant to provision 4 of Art. 5.14, also mentioning the possibility of appeal to
the Examinations Appeals Board.
4. The Board of Examiners will punish fraud and plagiarism as follows:
a. In any case:
		 - the submitted assignment or partial exam will be declared invalid.
		 - the student will be given a reprimand, which will be noted in OSIRIS.
b.	And furthermore, depending on the nature and size of the fraud or plagiarism, and on the stage of the
programme the student has reached, one or more of the following sanctions:
		 - the student will be removed from the course.
		 - the student will no longer qualify for a cum laude designation as referred to in Art.6.2.
		 -	the student will be disqualified from partial exams or other forms of assessment that are part of the course in
question for the then current academic year or for a 12-month period.
		 -	the student will be disqualified from all partial exams and other forms of assessment for a period of 12
months.
c.	If a student has been reprimanded before:
		he or she will be disqualified from all partial exams or other forms of assessment for a 12-month period and
advised to leave the Master’s programme.
d.	In case of extremely serious and/or repeated fraud, the Board of Examiners may recommend that the Executive
Board permanently terminate the registration for the programme of the student concerned.
Art. 5.15 – right of appeal
The student has a right to appeal decisions taken by the Board of Examiners or by examiners. The appeal must be made
in writing, and explaining the basis for the appeal, to the Examinations Appeals Board within six weeks of taking the
test or examination, or of the decision being made, pursuant to Article 7.61 WHW 1992.
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SECTION 6 – EXAMINATION
Art. 6.1 – examination
1. At the moment a student meets the requirements of the examination programme, the Board of Examiners
determines the result of the examination and grands the certificate to the student, as described in Article 6.4.
2. Prior to determining the examination result, the Board of Examiners may examine the student’s knowledge of one
or more components or aspects of the programme of study, if and in so far as the results of the tests concerned
give them reason to do so.
3. Review of the student’s assessment file constitutes part of the final examination. The examination date will be the
last working day of the month in which the Board of Examiners has determined that all components have been
successfully completed.
4. Conditions to pass the examination are
- All components are passed with a sufficient result
- The composition of the course package meets the determined level requirements
5. A further condition for passing the examination and receiving the certificate is that the student was registered for
the programme during the period in which the tests were taken. If the student does not fulfil this condition, the
Executive Board may issue a statement of no objection in relation to the passing of the examination and the issue of
the certificate, after the student has paid tuition fees and administration charges owing for the ‘missing’ periods.
6. One who has passed the examination and is entitled for a certificate, may request the Board of Examiners to not yet
grant the certificate. This request has to be submitted within two weeks after the student has been informed about
the result of the examination. The student will indicate in this request when he or she does want to receive the
certificate. The Board of Examiners will grant the request in 2012-2013 when the student:
- is going to perform board activities for which the Utrecht University grants compensation
- is going to do an internship or component abroad
The Board of Examiners may also grant such request if failure to grant the request will result in substantial
unfairness because the person involved could not have taken the introduction, in September 2011, of graduating
automatically into account in his/her individual study planning.
7. After the student has passed the final examination he/she can request the institution to terminate his/her
registration.
Art. 6.2 – cum laude designation
1. If a student has demonstrated outstanding academic achievement in his or her Master’s programme, the degree will
be awarded cum laude; this designation will be noted on the degree certificate.
2. The cum laude designation will be awarded if
1. the weighted average of the grades earned for the Master’s programme components is at least 8.
2. the student has received exemptions for no more than 15 credit points
3. t here has not been any Board of Examiners decision (as meant by Art. 5.14, paragraph 4 under b) that fraud/
plagiarism has been committed.
4. all grades have been earned within one and a half year (one-year degree programmes) or three years (two-year
degree programme) of beginning the degree programme.
3. The Board of Examiners may decide to award the cum laude designation even if not all the requirements mentioned
in paragraph 2 are met. Such a decision must be unanimous.
4. Designations other than cum laude will not be noted on the degree certificate.
Art. 6.3 – degree
1. The candidate who has successfully completed the exam will be awarded the degree of Master of Science.
2. The awarded degree will be noted on the exam certificate.
Art. 6.4 – degree certificate
1. As evidence of successful completion of the exam, the Board of Examiners will issue a degree certificate.
2. The Board of Examiners will append to the degree certificate the International Diploma Supplement, which, for the
sake of international transparency, gives information about the nature and content of the programme of study.
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Art. 6.5 – Grade Point Average (GPA)
1. The final Grade Point Avarage (GPA) is stated on the International Diploma Supplement, and represents the
academic performance of the student concerned).
2. The final GPA is the average figure from the results achieved within the course’s examinations programme,
weighted by the course credits and expressed on a scale of 1 to 4 with two decimals.
3. The final GPA is calculated as follows:
- all applicable examinations achieved as part of the examination programme of the master’s degree, are converted
to quality points;
- quality points are the applicable examination result x the number of course credits (ECTS) for the section in
question;
- the total number of quality points achieved divided by the total number of course credits (ECTS) obtained, results
in the average examination result;
- the average examination result is converted into the final GPA.

SECTION 7 – STUDENT SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE
Art. 7.1 – student progress administration
1. The Faculty records each student’s individual grades and makes these available through Osiris-student.
2. Certified student progress files may be obtained from the Student Information Desk of Geosciences.
Art. 7.2 – student support and guidance
1. The Faculty is responsible for providing student support and guidance to students enrolled on the degree
programmes.
2. Student support and guidance consists of:
• allocation of a tutor and/or student adviser
• an orientation/induction programme in the first week of the first year of study
• providing referral and support for students experiencing difficulties during their studies.
Art. 7.3 – disabilities
Students with special needs are afforded the opportunity to take classes and sit tests in the manner agreed in their
Special Needs Contracts. Requests for special needs contracts are submitted to the student adviser.

SECTION 8 – TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Art. 8.1 – safety net arrangements
If a circumstance arises for which the regulations do not provide, do not clearly provide or seem to have unreasonable
effects or lead to unreasonable results, the matter will be determined by or on behalf of the Dean, after having heard
the Board of Examiners.
Art. 8.2 – amendments
1. Amendments to these regulations will be laid down by the Dean after having heard the Degree Programme
Committee and after consultation with the Faculty Council or Degree Programme Council, in separate resolutions.
2. Any amendments to these regulations are not to be applied to the then current academic year, unless it can be
assumed that they will not unreasonably harm the interests of the students.
3. Furthermore, with respect to the students an amendment may not adversely affect any other decision taken
pursuant to these regulations by the Board of Examiners in relation to a student.
Art. 8.3 – publication
The Dean is responsible for publishing these regulations, and any amendments to them, via the internet.
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Art. 8.4 – effective date
These regulations take effect on 1 September 2012.
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APPENDIX 1 Structure of master programmes
Earth Structure and Dynamics
Theoretical courses: required electives

45 EC

Deficiency courses

0-15 EC

MSc research/thesis

30-60 EC

Individual programme/internship

up to 30 EC

Additional theoretical courses, seminar modules, advanced-level courses

0- 45 EC

Earth, Life and Climate
Theoretical courses: required electives

45 EC

Deficiency courses

0-15 EC

MSc research/thesis

30-60 EC

Individual programme/internship

up to 30 EC

Additional theoretical courses, seminar modules, advanced-level courses

0- 45 EC

Earth Surface and Water
Theoretical courses: required electives
Deficiency courses

45 EC
0-15 EC

MSc research/thesis

30-60 EC

Individual programme/internship

up to 30 EC

Additional theoretical courses, seminar modules, advanced-level courses

0- 45 EC

Economische Geografie
Required/theoretical

22.5 EC

Methods of research

7.5 EC

MSc research/thesis

30 ECTS

Energy Science
Required/theoretical

26.25-37.5 EC

Methods of research

18.75-22.5 EC

MSc research/thesis

56.25-60 EC

Elective

3.75-15 EC

Geo-communicatie
Required/theoretical

30 EC

Individual project/internship

7.5- 15 EC

MSc research/thesis

15-22.5 EC

Geographical Information Management and Applications
Required/theoretical

40 EC

Methods of research

20 EC

MSc research/thesis

30 EC

Internship or Individual programme

30 EC
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Human Geography and Planning
Required/theoretical
Elective

60 EC
15 EC

MSc research/thesis

45 EC

International Development Studies
Required/theoretical

20 EC

Methods of research

10 EC

MSc research/thesis

30 EC

Planologie
Required/theoretical

22.5 EC

Methods of research

7.5 EC

MSc research/thesis

30 EC

Science and Innovation Management
Required/theoretical

37.5 EC

Methods of research

22.5 EC

MSc research/thesis

45 EC

Elective

15 EC

Sustainable Development
Required/theoretical

45 EC

Methods of research

15 EC

MSc research/thesis

30-45 EC

Elective

15-30 EC

Urban Geography (Stadsgeografie)
Required/theoretical
Methods of research

22.5 EC
7.5 EC

MSc research/thesis

30 EC

Water Science and Management
Required/theoretical

75 EC

MSc research/thesis (Obligatory external internship format)

30-45 EC

Elective/MSc individual programme

0-15 EC
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APPENDIX: EXAMPLE OF THESIS CONTRACT

Faculty of Geosciences

Thesis contract
Covering master theses in the Research Master in Human Geography and Planning
Status of the thesis contract
The thesis contract formalises the agreements made between the student and the Graduate School of the Faculty
of Geosciences. In this sense, it is a further supplementation and elaboration of the rights and obligations that the
parties already have based on the Higher Education and Research Act and the Teaching and Examination Regulations
(OER). The contract safeguards your right to supervision during the thesis process and it points you at your obligations
concerning the substance and progress of your thesis activities.
All students need to have an approved Thesis proposal, Study period abroad and Time plan. In case one of these
components is assessed as insufficient students are not allowed to continue with their master thesis after the fourth
term of the first year nor their study period abroad.
Fill in and sign the contract
Before the student can continue with his/her thesis activities after term 4 of the first year of the programme, this
(digital) form must be filled in for all thesis related activities (including the Study period abroad). The student prints
the form and gives two copies to his/her supervisor. The supervisor consults the programme director of the Research
Master in Human Geography and Planning (HGPM) about the quality of the Thesis proposal, the plan for the Study
period abroad as well as the Time plan. After approval they will sign the thesis contract.
The student and supervisor will keep a copy of this thesis contract. The original will be archived by the programme
director of HGPM.
Problems and complaints
If there are problems or complaints having to do with supervision or evaluation, the student can
contact the programme director of HGPM or the Examinations Appeals Board within four weeks of the decision being
made (see also OER, Art. 5.14).
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PLEASE USE THE INSTRUCTIONS WHEN FILLING IN THIS FORM !!!
Personal information
Name:
Postal address:
Telephone number:
Student number:
E-mail:

Thesis proposal (max. 2000 words)
Thesis format:
Written report
Journal publication
Size in ECTS:
Abstract (max 300 words):
Preliminary title:
Objective of research problem (derived from scientific and social context):
Concrete research questions (derived from theoretical context):
Theoretical framework:
Methodological framework:
Societal and scientific relevance (what does it add to already existing literature?):
References:

Study period abroad (max. 500 words)
Which activity will be undertaken during your study period abroad?
Course
Internship
Fieldwork
Other
Explanation (mention title, organization, location, give description of activity etc.)
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Time plan
Activity

Date

Submission thesis proposal
(dis)approval thesis proposal
If applic. submission revised thesis proposal
If applic. (dis)approval revised thesis proposal
Components thesis:
Introduction
Literature review
Research design
Analytical results
Conclusions/discussion
Study period abroad
January presentation for 2nd year students
Submission thesis

June 18, 2010
First week of July
August 13, 2010
Last week of August

January 25, 2011
March 31, 2011 (Thesis report)
April 29, 2011 (Thesis publication)

Assessment of thesis (2 weeks after submission)
June presentation for 1st and 2nd year students

June 30, 2011

Signatures
Utrecht,
Date:
Student:
Supervisor:
Programme director:

Thesis contract instructions
Item 2
Here you enter a preliminary design of your thesis. First make a choice for writing a thesis report or writing a thesis
publication for a peer-reviewed scientific journal. Whether you will be allowed to write a thesis publication instead of a
thesis report is a decision which will be taken by the supervisor and the programme director of HGPM jointly. They will
base their decision on your grade for the course Writing for Scientific Publication (minimum grade: 8), your grade for
Scientific Writing in English which is part of the course Academic Competences I (minimum grade: 8) and you do not
experience delay in the programme HGPM.
The size of the thesis depends on the thesis format (see table below).
Master thesis ECTS credits
Thesis report

Thesis publication

Thesis proposal

7.5

Thesis proposal

7.5

Study Period Abroad

7.5

Study Period Abroad

7.5

Thesis report

30.0

Thesis publication*

37.5

Total

45.0

Total

52.5

*The size of the master thesis in the format of a publication is 7.5 ECTS larger than for a thesis report. This extension
is taken from the course Scientific publication. As a consequence, students writing a thesis publication do not have to
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write another scientific publication. Students writing a thesis report have to write for the course Scientific publication a
separate publication.
Please do not exceed the number of words!
Item 3
In case you choose a course copy and paste the course description. Mention the number of ECTS credits as well.
Foreign students are allowed to take a course in The Netherlands.
Please do not exceed the number of words!
Item 4
Here you add all the dates for the thesis milestones (proposal, chapters, final thesis and presentations). Also schedule
your Study period abroad. The thesis process is individual, and we recommend that you discuss how to proceed with
your supervisor.
Two obligatory thesis presentations are scheduled:
January presentation: in this presentation you present the progress you have made till January. The presentation
includes at least a problem statement, research design and first empirical results. The second year students attend
these presentations as well as an independent supervisor. The presentation (50%) and progress (50%) will be assessed.
June presentation: the thesis will be presented for first and second year students. Also experiences with writing the
thesis will be discussed. Staff members will be invited for this presentation as well. This presentation will not be graded.
The grade of the master thesis is based on the following components:
January presentation: 10%
Final thesis: 90%
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Academic schedule 2012-2013
Academic calendar
Term 1
35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

3-sep

10-sep

17-sep

24-sep

1-okt

8-okt

15-okt

22-okt

29-okt

5-nov

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Term 2
46

47

48

49

50

51

52

1

2

3

4

5

12-nov

19-nov

26-nov

3-dec

10-dec

17-dec

24-dec

31-dec

7-jan

14-jan

21-jan

28-jan

1

2

3

4
re-exam 1

5

6

Vak.

Vak.

7

8

9

education
free

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

4-feb

11-feb

18-feb

25-feb

4-mrt

11-mrt

18-mrt

25-mrt

1-apr

8-apr

15-apr

education
free

1

2
re-exam 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

education
free

Term 3

Term 4
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

22-apr

29-apr

6-mei

13-mei

20-mei

27-mei

3-jun

10-jun

17-jun

24-jun

1-jul

8-jul

15-jul

1

2

3

4
re-exam 3

5

6

7

8

9

10

Holiday

Holiday’s
Christmas		
New Year’s Day		
Good Friday		
Easter (2nd day)		
Queen’s Day		
Liberation Day		
Ascension Day		
Pentecost (2nd day)

Holiday re-exam 4

25 and 26 December 2012
01 January 2013
29 March 2013
1 April 2013
30 April 2013
05 May 2013
9 May 2013
20 May 2013

18de Lustrum V.U.G.S. van 1 t/m 25 oktober 2012
2 oktober 2012 		
Openingsfeest
5 oktober 2012		
Katerontbijt
8 oktober 2012		
Dagactiviteit vanaf 15.15 uur
9 oktober 2012		
Symposium
18 t/m 22 oktober 2012
Lustrumreis
23 oktober 2012		
i.v.m. Lustrumreis colleges vanaf 11.00 uur
Activities
Introductie Bachelor week: 36 (hele week, maandag ook voor oudere jaars)
Introductie Masters Week 36: maandag 3 september 2012
Carrièredag V.U.G.S.: 20 november 2012
Bachelorvoorlichting Universiteit Utrecht: 23 en 24 november 2012 + 16 maart 2013
Mastervoorlichting Universiteit Utrecht: 10 oktober 2012 + 13 februari 2013
Universitaire Carrièredag week 6: donderdag 7 februari 2013
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Re-examination
Term

Data Re-examination

1
2
3
4

week 48
week 8
week 19
week 29 (Monday 15 July 2013)*

* Because of the holiday it is possible that the re-examenation will not be corrected within ten workdays.

Course registration (Osiris Student)
Term

Registration dates

Post-registration

1
2
3
4

4 June – 1 July 2012
15 September – 30 September 2012
5 November – 2 December 2012
28 January – 24 February 2013

20 and 21 August 2012
29 and 30 October 2012
21 and 22 January 2012
8 and 9 April 2013

Academic year
Term

Academic year

1
2
3
4

3 September – 9 November 2012
12 November 2012 – 25 January 2013
11 February – 12 April 2013
22 April – 28 June 2013
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Remarks
week 52 and week 1 holiday

