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Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  
 
Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name       

first name       

student number       

e-mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

     @      

faculty/college Geosciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Enercy Science 

 
destination city & country Trondheim, Norway 

name university abroad  NTNU 

start date 11 / 08 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 19 / 12 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 
exchange application process 

Fairly straight foreward. Not too complicated; just start in time.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Hardly any. Just make sure the right papers are signed beforehand 

academic preparation 

N/a. In other words: I didn't take any particular courses in order to prepare for studying in Trondheim.  

language preparation 

None. All classes are taught in English, so you should have a solid basis. When you've got this, it should be all 
right.  

finances 

Norway is expenice. Beer is too expensive (€ 5 in the supermarket); the shops are about 2x as expenisve as in 
The Netherlands. Nb: this heavily depends on the exchange rate between the Norwegian Kroon and the Euro. 
This rate can change between 1 € = 7,5 NOK to 1 € = 9,5 NOK, so this has a huge influence on the preceived 
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price level.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 
study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I had chosen 4 courses which were not part of any master program. The courses I had were: 
- Natural gas technology (TEP4185). Good course, well taught, good exercises, etc. The software used for the 
exercises (Pro II) is not the most sophisticated, but its nice to work with.  
- Petroleum management, political economy & ethics (POl2022): briliant course. Goes about the history of 
Norway/global economy and uses this to explain why Norway is a 'successful' state, while most countries which 
export natural resourses (oil, gold, diamonds, rare earth metals, etc.) are 'failed' (human right violations, 
corruption, poor economic performances, etc.) 
- Planning of hydropower (TVM5135): complete waist of time. In theory is goes about covering all the aspects of 
hydro power development (turbines, dams, waterways, etc.) However, as so much topics are covered, I learned 
almost noghting new. Using common sense is much more effective than taking this course. 
- Bioenergy: technology & systems (TEP4270): In theory a very interesting course. However, in practise very 
bad. There is no planning in the lectures, the teacher's accent is so thick that its impossible to understand what 
he's saying, the student assistant was completely incompetent, the exercise classes don't have any corrolation 
to the lectures, etc. I.e., the course could be very interesting, but there need to be some changes in order to 
achieve this. 
 
One course I didn't take but which sounded very promising is Energy from wind & tidal currents (TEP4175). 
During this course, the students had to design and make their own wind turbine. Even though this took a lot of 
time, it was - according to some who took the course - their best choice. I'm not sure to what extend a technical 
background is required.  

academic quality of education activities 

I have the impression that the academic level at NTNU is less that the level we have at the UU/in The 
Netherlands. For example, the group was divided into small groups, who had to give various presentations 
based on their results. In total 45 presentations were given; the lowest grade was a 8,2. Draw your own 
conclusions…. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Very little, but I didn't need any. So I'm not able to give a clear answer about this.  

transfer of credits 

Still working on this, but given the experiences I'm confident it will be all right.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 
welcome & orientation programme 

Nice program. Just try to join as much activities as possible.  

accommodation 

Good. Essentially, there are 2 places where most exchange students live: Moholt (closes to the city, much 
larger) and Steinan (close to the woods). Try to get into Moholt, as much more activities taking place in Moholt 
than in Steinan.  

leisure & culture 
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Just go. There is so much happening, pick whatever you want. Nb. renting langlauf ski's (langrenn in Norwegian) 
can be very tricky. You'll have to bring your own (or buy them) if you want to discover the highlands during the 
wintertimes.  

suggestions/tips 

Nothing in particular. Just enjoy! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Just go. There is so much happening that there will always something which suits you. Also, the weather wasn't 
too bad what I was there. Sure, its Norway so don't expect 25 0C and clear blue skies. But for Norwegian 
standards, the weather was pretty good. Also, when its raining there is still enough to do. Just make sure your 
clothing is suitable for what you're going to do. Or, to quote some Norwegians: bad weather doesn't exist. Bad 
clothing does.  
 
Also, the dark isn't too bad, when you accept its happening. For example, its no problem to go running when its 
dark. Just bring a headlamp and/or run throught the city. The light of the sun can be very dramatic, especially 
during sunrise & sunset.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Most Norwegians will really appriciate it when you try to learn Norwegian. However, most people speak pretty 
good English, so by the time you've worked out how to reply, they'll have asked the question again in (perfect) 
English.  
 
Taking a langauge course from the univeristy can help. I guess its worth the price.  
 

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
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