
 

ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 2015-2016 

 
Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  
 
Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name       

first name       

student number       

e-mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

     @      

faculty/college Geowetenschappen 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme SGPL 

 
destination city & country Dublin, Ireland 

name university abroad  Trinity College Dublin 

start date 21 / 09 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 24 / 12 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 
exchange application process 

For me the kind of courses offered at the exchange university were really important. So I started with viewing the 
courses offered in the semester I was going abroad at the sites of different kinds of universities. Student housing, 
the location of the campus, student life and affiliation with the city/country are very important as well ofcourse. 
After making your choice several documents need to be made in order, and after being accepted by Utrecht 
University the application procces starts at the exchange university. Something I had to arrange myself, at other 
universities they will contact you first. However Trinity seems a bit old fashioned in this way, and you will receive 
information and the acceptation letter via post (quite late, at the end of July).  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Most counselling was given via mail, with really quick responses. 

academic preparation 

None 

language preparation 
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Since I went to an English speaking university no real preparation was needed. 

finances 

The year before my exchanged I worked a lot to save some money, since I know housing in Dublin can be quite 
expensive. But the Erasmus grant was 270 a month, and along with that you also receive about a 100 euros a 
month for the OV-kaart. So I could have managed without working, but this was mainly because my rent was 
quite cheap since I shared my room. Furthermore you also need to set up a financial plan which might help with 
indicating how much money is needed.  
 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 
study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took courses from geography, sociology and political science. This might be a bit more difficult to arrange since 
you need autographs of the head of the individual departments. Some third of fourth year courses might not be 
available to you if they are outside your own field of study.  

academic quality of education activities 

I thought the level of education was very high, many of the lecturers were really good and had a lot of 
experience in their field. One of my lecturers also worked for Nasa and did research on Mars for example. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

There is a peer to peer mentor programme you will be introduced to, with fellow students helping you find your 
way around Trinity. Like showing how the library system works etc. You will also be appointed an erasmus 
coordinator, in my case Mark Hennessey. A really great guy who will really try to help you. However reaching 
him by email might take some time. Just step by his office.  

transfer of credits 

Right now they are still grading my last essays, so I have no idea. But Trinity is suppose to send the grades 
straight to the UU, however the UU wants you to deliver the grades yourself…  
 

STUDENT LIFE 
welcome & orientation programme 

The semester starts with Freshers week, you will be introduced to all of Trinity's societies, from kniting, to 
music, to hiking, literally everything. Join some, they are a good way to get to know some people. During the 
first week you also need to decide on your modules (courses), most departments organise a lecture explaining 
all their modules and explaining which you can take. So make sure to check the roster when they are, you can 
find this schedule at mytdc.ie I think.  

accommodation 

Trinity's accomodation is only available for one year students if your European. However I heard that some 
germans did get in last year, so you can always try. However the room are very expensive, around 800/900 euro 
a month. Accomodation can be quite hard to find, especially from back home. So it is better to go 2/3 weeks 
earlier to find a room. You can try daft.ie, however I found my room through one of the many Dublin 
accommodation facebook groups. Sharing is much more common in Dublin, so if you don't want this expect to 
pay around 500/600 a month and not around the city centre. Unless you are very lucky. I shared my room with 
two other girls, which ended up being a lot more fun than I thought, and I paid a total of 325 a month and lived 
15 min from Trinity. An other thing is that most of the landlords want one year contracts. I had that as well, but 
could leave earlier if I could find my replacement who then would pay me my deposit back. So I would only get 
my deposit back if I found a replacement, something that was harder than I thought since I left right before 
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Christmas.    

leisure & culture 

The societies can be a big part of this. However Dublin itself is very entertaining as well of course, live music at 
every corner! 

suggestions/tips 

Join the Duiss, international society. They do really good / cheap trips around Ireland :) Dubliners say that the 
best thing about Dublin is how to get out of it, haha. Do some of the amazing hikes nearby Dublin, in the 
Wicklow mountains or even Howth to which you can cycle or take the train if you're lazy.  
 

CONCLUSIONS 
would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, Trinity is so beautiful, amazing buildings and location. I was really inspired by these surroudings. And there 
is a great student life. And I loved the Irish, and their country.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Make sure to make a list of all the different kind of forms and stuff you need to get in order. It can get a bit 
confusing at times.  
 

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
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