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faculty/college Information and Computing Science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Information Science 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 06 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 13 / 12 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was quite clear. Both the UU website and OSIRIS provide clear instructions what you 

need to do in order to apply.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The communication with the International Office was fine. Replies are usually very fast and relevant. 

academic preparation 

I had very little academic preparation in the field of Social Studies before going abroad. This was however not 

really a problem. 

language preparation 

Before going abroad I already had a good proficiency in English, so no extra preparation was required. As for the 

Czech language, it's really difficult to learn so I suggest to not really try anything with that.   

finances 

I had the financial support of my parents, so I had no trouble managing the finances. If you don't have financial 

support however, you should be fine too. The monthly rent for the dorm is around 150 euro's, the prices in the 

supermarket are slightly cheaper compared to the Netherlands, and the nightlife is cheap too. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

Contact exchange@uu.nl if you want to get into 
contact with one of our students. 
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study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed courses at the Social Studies faculty of Masaryk University. Was a good experience overall. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality was fine, but not expectional. The level is lower compared to Utrecht, but at some 

moments I did feel somewhat challenged by the courses I followed.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The support at the receiving university is very good. Clear communcation and very helpful. 

transfer of credits 

I have not transfered my credits yet when I wrote this report (6th of January 2019), but I am confident that the 

transfer will go without any problems.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The university offers an orientation week in the beginning of the semester. It's quite useful so I suggest you to 

go there and attend the activities to get to know everything.  

accommodation 

The accomodation is a tricky one. Although it is very cheap (150 euro's per month), there are some things that 

you have to keep in mind. First of all, whatever you do, make sure you have a room in Vinarska A1. This is by far 

the best choice, as that building has recently been renovated. If Vinarska A1 is full, try Vinarska A2. The 

Kounicova dorm and the Komarov dorm are both poor, so I suggest to avoid those. Also take note that if you 

want to terminate your contract earlier you need to tell them atleast 2 months in advance!  

leisure & culture 

Brno has a nice city centre and a good nightlife. But as Brno is not super big or really expectional though, so I 

really suggest traveling, as it can be done quite cheap and it allows you to explore many other places you 

normally wouldn't be able to see.  

suggestions/tips 

- Regiojet trains/busses are very cheap. These trains can take you to cities like Vienna and Prague!

- ESN Brno organizes great activities so I suggest going to some of them!

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes! I think that Brno is a perfect place to go for those who want to experience something more "local". 

Furthermore, as I already mentioned, the costs of living in Brno/Czech Republic are not high.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Explore, Enjoy, Experience! 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

faculty/college Rechten, Economie, en Bestuurs- en Organisatiewetenschappen (REBO) 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Bestuurs- en Organisatiewetenschappen 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 08 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 21 / 01 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It is usually said that the exchange application process is not too difficult to arrange (especially when the 

destination is in Europe). Yet, I found that during this period of time, I had to fill out quite a lot of forms that 

were oftentimes not signed in time or with a delay. Therefore, my advice would be to complete the exchange 

application process as early as possible, because if you leave it until the beginning of the summer, the chances 

that there will be delay will be greater.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Overall, the counselling & support at Utrecht University was good. I especially appreciated the information with 

regards to obtaining and fulfilling the steps of the Erasmus+ STUDIES grant. Moreover, whenever I had 

questions concerning studying abroad, the international office quickly responded in a very comprehensible way. 

academic preparation 

As far as I know, I have not undertaken any academic preparation before arriving in Brno. Therefore, I cannot 

answer this question. 

language preparation 

When it comes to language preparation, I only had to do an English test. It was not too difficult and if you are 

able to write your academic paper in English already, the chances that you complete your test succesfully and 

get accepted by the receiving institution are great.  

finances 

In my case, finances were not really a problem. I had saved some money to pay for flights and the first two 

months of accomodation. Yet, as Czech Republic is so cheap in comparison with the Netherlands, after I settled, 

money was never a problem.  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The contents of my study programme were very interesting and instructive. Besides following courses that were 

connected to my regular bachelor programme, I also attended classes that dealt with whole different subjects. 
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The variety of courses at Masaryk University is extensive, and thus the search for these courses was relatively 

easy.  

When applying for a course of another departement, you were usually still allowed to attend the course after 

personally asking the coordinator or teacher for permission. Masaryk University therefore also provides you 

with the opportunity to extend your interest in different fields of study.    

academic quality of education activities 

The subjects that I followed were very interesting. Yet, the academic quality is usually beneath that of the 

courses I followed at the UU in the Netherlands. I therefore decided to also attend some Master degree classes. 

This ocassionally challenged me, but afterwards I can only be happy that I did this as they taught me a lot.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I never really asked for counselling or support from my receiving university abroad. Yet, I had several nice 

teachers that were always eager to help me even when the question concerned another topic or course. 

Overall, Masaryk University is very open and supportive towards exchange students. 

transfer of credits 

The transfer of credits seemed initially difficult as Masaryk University worked with a whole different grading 

system. Yet, only recently transferring grades and credits from a host university to a home university have 

changed. Nowadays, you either get a pass or a non-pass, and thus the evaluation of your grades and credits 

became a lot easier.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The orientation week was very insightful. Besides the occasional party, we got to know the city and received 

information about how to settle in Czech Republic. The week was full of activities and we got plenty of time to 

meet new friends.  

accommodation 

The accommodation, Vinarska A1/A2, is not for everyone. Before applying for this residence you should ask 

yourself whether you want to live with a complete stranger for 5 months. There is no privacy, and the furniture 

is mostly outdated. Yet, I honestly liked it. My roommate became a good friend of mine and we enjoyed having 

a drink at night in our room.   

leisure & culture 

There is definitely a lot to do. Even though Brno is not a vibrant city culturally, the prices are very low, and thus 

one can engage in many activities. There are several football fields, gyms, and swimming baths for the athletic 

type. I mainly liked the fact that the Czech culture is so laid back, and therefore visited many restaurants and 

pubs.  

suggestions/tips 

If you would go to Brno, realise that you are almost in the heart of Europe. Great cities like Prague, Budapest, 

Vienna and Krakow are only a few hours away. Even though Brno mainly shines when it comes to their "beer 

culture", students that wish not to party as much as I did, can always visit the mainly beautiful places 

surrounding the city.  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Definitely. As a Dutch student you will most likely not have to worry about money in the Czech Republic. This 

opens up a lot of opportunities and enables you to engage into many different adventures. Moreover, Brno is a 
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very international city. Even though there are few to no tourists, due to Masaryk University, many of the young 

people in Brno are from diffirent countries.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

As a Dutch person, it was quite the cultural shock to see that people are very introvert in Brno. In public 

transport, for example, it was normal not to talk too much or too loud. Moreover, it was also not common to 

have a chat with someone who served you your drinks or helped you pay at the counter.   
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES - UU Report 

faculty/college Utrecht University 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Psychology 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 01 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 01 / 02 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Just follow the steps given by Utrecht University, it is very easy but it took a while for Masaryk University to 

respond. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Their e-mail response was very fast and helpful. 

academic preparation 

None. 

language preparation 

Czech people don't speak very well English so it would be useful to learn some Czech (even though it's a very 

hard language…)  

finances 

I would recommend Erasmus grant. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Register for courses was a bit complicated and I couldn't sign up for every course I wanted to but the courses I 
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followed turned out to be very interesting. 

academic quality of education activities 

Some courses were more professional and with a higher educational level than others, but the courses were in 

general quite informative. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Professors were very kind and helpful in general. 

transfer of credits 

Still in progress. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I would really recommend the orientation week; besides that you receive information about the city and the 

regulations of the University, it's a good opportunity to meet the other Erasmus students. 

accommodation 

I stayed in Kounicova, which was a fine place to stay in. It was not very modern but it is close to the city centre 

and a supermarket and library are across the street. Also, a lot Erasmus students live there and most of my 

friends so I never felt alone. 

leisure & culture 

In my free time (mostly on the weekends) I have been travelling A LOT. I visited Germany, Poland, Slovakia, 

Austria, Hungary and some amazing places in Czech Republic. Czech culture is not extremely different than I'm 

used to, except for the food and that the people are not very open. 

suggestions/tips 

Travel as much as you can and join ESN to participate in fun activities and parties! 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, especially because Brno is located in central Europe, so it is very easy to travel to several countries and 

amazing cities. Also, the University is more modern than I expected it to be. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I would recommend to stay in a student accomodation, even though you have to share your bedroom. In the 

beginning I was a bit afraid for shared bedrooms but it turned out to be an amazing Erasmus experience and it 

is an easy way to meet new people.  
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

family name xxx 

first name xxx 

student number xxx 

e-mail address

faculty/college Science (informatics) 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme informatics 

destination city & country Brno ,   Czech republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 8  /   9  /   2017   (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 23  /   2  /   2018   (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The process is easy and well described. Take your time to complete all the steps. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

If you have some problems, keep calling and e-mailing, they will help eventually 

academic preparation 

Make sure you have the prior knowledge needed for your courses. This might be quite difficult to find out 

language preparation 

Czechs generally don’t speak English, following a language course is recommended 

finances 

  Realize how much you will spend on things you normally don’t do as much: travelling and partying. Make 

sure you have some money to spend for the optimal experience   



STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

  Masaryk is very flexible with courses, sign up for as many as you like and drop some after the first 

lectures   

academic quality of education activities 

  Informatics courses at Masaryk are generally regarded as very hard. Studies at other faculties seem to have a 

lower difficulty   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Very well organized, they take complete care 

transfer of credits 

Not done yet, but seems to be easy enough 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Best week of the whole semester, filled with nice activities and met so many amazing people 

accommodation 

  Choose Kounicova or Vinarska dorm. Both have their good and bad sides, choose based on their location 

relative to your faculty. Informatics, law: kounicova. Economics: Vinarska. Otherwise the dorms are both a lot of 

fun. Private accommodation makes it more difficult to meet with people   

leisure & culture 

  Travel cheap and quick to Prague, Budapest, Bratislava Krakov and Vienna. Spend some time in the little 

czech cities too. Brno itself has a lot of beatifull nature.   

suggestions/tips 

Find some good party at Sono, it’s the best club around. And travel to Kutna Hora, it’s amazing. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Brno is a very good starting point for travel, and has a good nightlife. The university is not bad either 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Enjoy! 
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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

family name xxx 

first name xxx 

student number xxx 

e-mail address

faculty/college Faculty Social sciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 08 / 09 / 2017  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 22 / 12 / 2017  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process is very easy. There is one appliciation website with all the deadlines and where you need 

to upload all the documents. If you start on time there is no problem with all the documents needed.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The support from UU was very good. They replied very fast when I emailed them with some uestions. 

academic preparation 

I didn't have any  academic preperation. I had to chose my  classes after the oriëntation week. 

language preparation 

I didn't need any language preperation since all my classes were in English. I could follow a Czech course at 

Masaryk University, but I didn't take it.  

finances 

Living in Brno is very cheap compared to the Netherlands. Especially rent, public transport and restaurants are 

ver cheap.  I could cover a lot of my epences with the Erasmus grant and the OV compensation.  
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STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The study programm was in the beginning a bit confusing. There is a system where you need to apply for 

courses, and if you are not automatically enrolled you need to ask for permission to the teacher, but this 

became all clear when I arrived in Brno.  There are some instruction videos so it was all fine in the end. I took 

classes at different faculties, and this was no problem at all.  

academic quality of education activities 

The classes were easier then I was used to in Utrecht. The teachers didn't really go into details and therefor all 

of my classes were easy and not that much work. I didn't really mind because the tests and papers were also 

very easy and did not took much time, so I had more time do the fun things.    

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The support at Masaryk University was very good. She informed us very well when a deadline was approaching, 

and when I emailed her with some uestions she almost always replied immediately.  

transfer of credits 

I haven't transferred my credits yet, but I think there will be no problem. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

When I arrived in Brno my buddy picked me up form the airport and brought me to my dorm, which was very 

usefull. After this was the orientation week, which was very handy because they gave us information about the 

study programm, faculties and information system etc, but it was also a good way to meet new people. They 

organised games, second hand shops, tour through the city to get to know Brno better and parties. I really liked 

it and there I met a lot of my friends.   

accommodation 

I lived in Kounicova, which is a student dorm close to the city. Before I went to Brno I did very good research in 

where I wanted to live. I really liked living there. The top two floors are for internationls, which makes it really 

nice. In the beginning it was weird to live with a roommate, but she was very nice and I really liked the 

ecperience of sharing the room with someone else, but I think it really depends on your roommate. In 

Kounicova there is a shared kitchen on every floor, which is really nice because there is always someone you 

can talk to.  I never had trouble with an overcrowded kitchen, because a lot of people eat out, or cook at 

different times, and you can always cook at another floor. There were some parties on the floors, but not too 

loud, so if you want to stay in your room there is not that much nuisance. For me the biggest advantage of living 

in Kounicova was the location. It was only a 10 minutes walkt to the city centre. It was so easy to go to the city 

to meet with friends, or do grocery shopping, or to walk home in the night after going out.  

leisure & culture 

Because the classes do not take that much time, you have a lot of leisure time. The Esn in Brno has a lot of 

activities. The Czech culture is very different then the Dutch. Firs of all, almost all of them do not speak English. 

Besides the fact that they can't speak English, I had the feeling that they were reserved towards outsiders, 

which was annoying sometimes. The food was also very different, a lot of meat, cheese and beer.    

suggestions/tips 
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The best thing about Brno is the central location. From there it is so easy to travel to other cities and places in 

Europe. I made so many trips with friends to the surrounded countries, which was the best part! There is a very 

cheap bus agency, so cost not that much money, which is great!  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend Brno to others. It really is a student city with a lot of internationals, they even say 

that 1/5 of the people are students. There are not that many tourists which is a big advance for me. It is very 

cheap, so you can spend a lot of money on travelling, restaurants and beer   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 



ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

faculty/college Faculty of Science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Computer Science 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 09 / 09 / 2016  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 18 / 02 / 2017  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 
exchange application process 

The application process for Masaryk University is very easy and straightforward. There is basically one online 
page which you need to fill in and upload some documents to. This application will be send to you by email. 
Contact with Masaryk university was also very quick and easy, because the person that was in charge of 
communicating with Erasmus students always responded within 1 or 2 days. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Counseling and support at Utrecht University was quick and clear. Whenever I had a question, it was answered 
within a few days and I knew what I had to do. 

academic preparation 

There was no special academic preperation needed. 

language preparation 

All the courses that I took where in English, so there was no need to make a language preperation. I did, 
however, take a Czech language course in the summer before I went on exchange, because I wanted to learn the 
basics of Czech. If you are thinking of learning the local language, you should definitely consider doing this, as it 
is an amzing experience, a good introduction to the city and you will have less problems communicating with 
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locals! 

finances 

Brno is a very cheap city, so for my stay there it didn't cost me too much. However, a lot of people are travelling 
almost every weekend (including me), because Brno's location if perfect for travelling to a lot of cool 
destinations. If you are planning to do this, you should definitely have a buffer. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 
study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed a Czech language course during my Erasmus exchange, and the rest of the courses I did where from 
the Central European Study Programme, which focuses on history and politics of the Central European region. It 
was completely out of my own study programme, but I chose these topics, because I wanted to learn more about 
the region I was going to. For this purpose, most of the courses were interesting and gave me the feeling I was 
integrating a bit more into the region than my fellow Erasmus students, but don't expect too much of the 
academic quality of the courses. 

academic quality of education activities 

The acadamic quality of the courses was not that high as you could pass the courses pretty easy with an A or a B, 
and the courses did not go into much detail. However, most teachers explained the content of the courses well 
and their English was sufficient. All the information regarding the courses was also up to date and easily 
accessible. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The counselling & support at Masaryk University was amazingly good, as the contact persons were almost 
always available and responed as soon as they could. The teachers I had were very helpful as well. 

transfer of credits 

I haven't transerred my credits yet, but there is a clear overvieuw of the credits and grades you have obtained so 
far in their student website. 

STUDENT LIFE 
welcome & orientation programme 

There is one welcoming week, where various activities are planned to explore the city, get to know each other 
better and learn about their information system. Because of the huge amount of students, the orientation week 
activities always had some delay, but you will not be bored, as you will meet a lot of new people during the 
waiting. The fun activities are a good way to meet new people and break the ice. 

accommodation 

I was living in the dorm Vinarska, which was a dorm specially designed for exchange students. If you are going 
to Brno, I definitely recommend you to go there, as most exchange students will be there and it will be a lot 
easier to meet up with your friends and make new ones. The dorm itself is not bad and not good. It has some 
disadvantages, such as a full laundry schedule and some of the rooms are not renovated (the kitchen and 
bathroom will be old in these rooms). The renovated rooms though, have a decent kitchen and bathroom. You 
will share a room with one other person, unless you are one of the lucky ones to get a single room (Like me. If 
you want tips on how to book such a room, feel free to email me). However, sharing a room with another 
person isn't so bad as I initially thought, because in almost all the cases I have seen here the two people got 
along just fine and didn't mind living together. If you really don't get along with your roommate, there is always 
the possibility to change rooms with someone else. There are some more dorms, but these dorms have a lot 
less exhange students. I stayed a month in the dorm Kounicova during the summer school, but in my experience 

page 2 of 4 



this dorm was a lot worse, because the bathrooms are older and you share a kitchen with a whole floor (around 
50 people) in stead of with just one roommate. Plus, if you live at the street side of this dorm, there will be a lot 
of noise, because the walls are not sound proof and the street is pretty busy. 

leisure & culture 

You will have a lot of free time if your courses are not master courses or bachelor courses that require you to 
write a lot of papers. The ESN in Brno organizes a quizz night and board games night every week, and organizes 
some trips during the semester as well. Besides, you will have plenty opportunities to form your own group and 
travel with them, or alone.  
The Czech culture will require some getting used to, because the food might be a lot different than you are used 
to, the language is totally different and the people might come across as rude. This rudeness is more a cultural 
difference though, as they are being polite in their language rather than their body language (they don't smile a 
lot). Because you probably won't understand the language, they will come across as cold people, so make sure to 
keep in mind that they are actually not that rude or cold at all, but just different than you might be used to. 
Another thing that struck most people (me included), is that it takes a looooong time to do shopping in the 
supermarket, because they work incredibly inefficient. There are good sides as well of this culture, of course, 
such as the beer culture. If you like beer, you are in the right spot, because Czech beers are the best, and they 
have a lot of them! Moreover, the beer is even cheaper than the water, so don't worry about having not enough 
money to party, because you will have enough money to afford this ;). 

suggestions/tips 

- If you want to be amongst exchange students: go to the dorm Vinarska!
- If you are planning on learning the Czech language: consider doing a Czech language course in the summer in
Brno. The faculty of arts is giving one every year, and the quality of teaching is pretty good. The structure of the
course is amazing, and there are some cool activities planned outside the lessons, which are included in the price.
Moreover, you will get to know the city before even starting your Erasmus period, which was great for me
personally, as it can be overwhelming to do everything at once :). The language course is quite expensive,
however, if you are not able to get a scholarship, but for me it was worth to spend the money.
- If you like to travel, be sure to have a money buffer, as you will have the time and opportunity to do it during
your exchange here!
- Some people brought typical things with them from their home country, to give them to their new friends as a
souvenir. I didn't think about this before going, but it is actually a nice idea, which I would have liked to know
sooner. In case you like this idea: be sure to bring some souvenirs from your home country with you!

CONCLUSIONS 
would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, definitely! The culture might require some getting used to, but that will be the case in most foreign countries 
anyway. Apart from that, my experience has been nothing but amazing here. The support from Masaryk was 
great, the welcoming week was a good way to meet new people and explore the city, and the dorm life with all 
the exchange students in one place was simply amazing; there is always someone to hang out with! Moreover, 
the living costs are very cheap and the location is perfect for travelling to a lot of amazing places. If you, 
however, are going abroad purely for academic purposes and want to follow high quality courses, you should 
consider going to another university. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Choose your courses wisely; I know some people that came mainly for travelling/going abroad experiences, but 
chose courses that required way too much work. This got in their way, which made their experience a bit less. 

page 3 of 4 



ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 

faculty/college Faculty of Medicine 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD 

name study programme Biomedical Sciences 

destination city & country Brno, Czech Republic 

name university abroad Masaryk University 

start date 01 / 09 / 2016  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 01 / 02 / 2017  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 
exchange application process 

The first deadline was a long time before the departure, and I applied for another university than the one I was 
placed. Eventhough, it was very clear what we had to do and when we would receive the results concerning our 
application. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office of both my faculty and the UU are very helpful and they respond they e-mails very 
quickly. Everytime I had a question, it was answered in the same day. I was very happy with these offices, they 
helped me a lot. However, the exam committee of my faculty is very bad at responding my messages; I had to 
wait for very long for any response and sometimes, the reactions didn't even answer my questions.  

academic preparation 

I planned to follow courses both at my faculty and other faculties, and I didn't know what to expect at all. That's 
why I didn't do any academic preparation; I thought it would be better if I would just go to the classes and see 
what the teacher expects me to do. 

language preparation 
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I didn't do any language preparation because the classes were all in English (as in Utrecht) so that was not 
necessary. However, I did follow a short Czech language course when I arrived in Brno, but the language was so 
hard that I decided not to continue. 

finances 

Before my departure, I worked to save a bit of money. For me, the grant and the compensation for the OV were 
sufficient to live in Czech Republic, because living there is cheaper then in The Netherlands, especially the rent. I 
used my savings for travelling around during some week-ends, and to go home for Christmas.  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 
study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The information system (blackboard) of Masaryk University was different from the one I was used to. This was 
confusing at the beginning, but I received a lot of e-mails about how to use this system. As mentioned before, it 
was not very clear for me how the classes would look like, but I think it is not possible to know this exaclty 
before you experience the classes yourself. I followed courses at different faculties and I experienced big 
differences in organisational issues. Overall, the teachers were less professional, which was sometimes a bit 
annoying but it also resulted in more interaction between the teacher and the students. 

academic quality of education activities 

The classes were easier than at my faculty in Utrecht. Because students from different fields of studies followed 
the same course, teachers seemed to be a bit afraid to go into detail. They obviously did not want anyone to be 
confused about the information they provided, which is a good thing, but sometimes the classes were very 
easy. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The head of the International office at Masaryk University, Radka, is amazing! Whenever you had a problem, 
you could visit her or send her a message. Everytime a deadline was approaching, we received an e-mail with a 
video how to use the system, how to apply for courses, how to check-in in the dorms and how to check-out. I 
have nothing to complain about this. 

transfer of credits 

At Masaryk University, the same credit-system is used as at UU (ECTS). So there's no problem with the transfer 
of credits. 

STUDENT LIFE 
welcome & orientation programme 

When I arrived in Brno, a buddy was waiting for me. We already texted before and she brought me to my 
acccommodation. The orientation week was very good, I've met a lot of people during this week, because 
groups for the activities were changing all the time. It was really tiring but a lot of fun! This week was also very 
useful because there were lectures about living in Czech Republic, Czech language courses and how to survive 
abroad. 

accommodation 

I stayed in one of the dormitories of the Masaryk University. I had a single room, and shared the bathroom with 
one other girl. The kitchen was shared with the whole corridor, and you could hang out in the kitchen to meet a 
lot of new people. The accommodation was very cheap, but I was not happy with the lack of freedom. For 
example, it was not allowed to let guests enter after 10 PM, unless you would pay for this guest. Moreover, the 
cleaning ladies tended to enter your room sometimes to check whether the room was clean and you did not 
use more electrical devices than you said you would. Also the laundry was a lot of work: you had to sign up the 
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day before, and it was hard to sign up because there was only one washing machine for the whole dorm. Apart 
from these things, which made the stay in the dorms a bit uncomfortable, the dorms are a good place to meet 
new people! 

leisure & culture 

Masaryk University offers free sport courses, like climbing and fitness class. I attended both of these and would 
really recommend to do these. The Czech culture is very different from the Dutch culture, they are not good at 
English, like bureaucracy and put stamps and signatures everywhere! Receiving a package costs a lot of time 
because you have to go to the post office and stand in the line for around one hour, so you have to be patient 
to live in this country. However, it is a great and very interesting experience. I missed my bike, but the public 
transport system of Brno is very good! 

suggestions/tips 

Explore Czech Republic and its surroundings! Brno is very good located for trips to Budapest, Prague, Krakow, 
Vienna, but also Czech villages as Cesky Krumlov and Mikulov are definitely worth to visit! Taste the Czech beer 
and take your time with everything! 

CONCLUSIONS 
would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Brno is a very bustling city with a lot of international students. Because it is cheap to live, you can experience 
your stay abroad without being worried about money, which makes your stay even better. It is very interesting 
to live in a completely different country with a completely different culture. I would definitely recommend 
Masaryk University to other students! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Studying abroad takes much effort, but it is worth it! 
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