
 
 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college      Bèta-science  

level X bachelor’s ☐ master’s   

name study programme      Biology 

 

destination city & country      Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad       University of Queensland 

start date      16 /     07  /   2018     (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date      17 /    11  /    2018    (dd/mm/yyyy) 

  

     
You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

     The exchange application process was pretty straight-forward. When you go to the UU-webpage you can 

search for “studying abroad”, after that a screen pops up with all the steps you need to make in order to make an 

application. Everything is described clearly, so for me it was easy to complete my application. The only thing you 

need to make sure is that you start on time! For some forms you need a signature of your study-advisor, so make 

sure to make an appointment with him/her  on time in which you can discuss your study plan. You will only get a 

signature if he/she is in agreement with your study plan.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

     Within UU there are several persons you can approach in case you need any help with your exchange 

application. First, you can contact your study-advisor. Next to this, there is a study-abroad office. They can give 

you an answer to (almost) all of your questions. 

academic preparation 

     I think it differs for each study what kind of academic requirements there are in order to be eligible to 

make an application. All these requirements are also easy accessible through the UU-webpage. I did not do any 

academic preparations other than meeting the requirements. 

language preparation 

     The University of Queensland requires you to meet the English language requirements. This can either 

be done by scoring a grade of  8 or higher in your final year of English VWO, or by taking the TOEFL- or IELTS-

test,  you can choose yourself. I choose to take the TOEFL-test (to be honest, simply because it was cheaper 

than the IELTS-test). I only studied a little bit one day before the test and easily passed it, so you shouldn’t 

worry about these tests too much! 

finances 

     I saved lost of money for my exchange semester. I did this by working next to my studies, but also by 

increasing the amount of loan I get from DUO. Next to this, you might be able to get a scholarship. You should 

also not forget to stop your student-OV, and exchange it for a “study-abroad-compensation”. In the application 

process you are asked to make a “financial-plan”. This gave me insight on how much money I needed, which I 

think was really helpful. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 



 
 
 

 

 

 

     The University of Queensland offers lots of different Biology courses. I choose for the following courses: 

Australia’s terrestrial environment, Australia’s marine environment, Climate change biology and Developmental 

Neurobiology. Especially the two first mentioned courses I enjoyed a lot. These courses offered several field 

trips. These field trips were not only very informative, but also lots of fun! You get to see beautiful parts of 

Australia, as for example Fraser Island and Heron Island, and learn about both the formation of the landscapes 

and which animals are living there. I would highly recommend these courses, they are also available for  

students who don’t study biology! 

academic quality of education activities 

     The quality of all activities was high. All the teachers I had were experts within their field, and were really 

enthusiastic about the topics they talked about. Not only the lectures were interesting, most of my courses also 

offered tutorials, and some of them even field trips. All these activities together ensured you already had lost of 

knowledge before your exam. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

     The University of Queensland offers lots of support. Not only are there several information sessions in 

your first week, next to this there is also a student support office. You can go here to get answers to all of your 

questions. They also offer help with homesickness or any other medical/study problems. 

transfer of credits 

     Every course at UQ  is worth 7.5 ECTs. Transfer of your grades depends on your Board of Examination. I 

am still waiting on a response whether or not my grades will be transferred. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

     The welcoming programme at UQ was really nice! Our first week was called the “Orientation Week”. 

During this weeks there were lots of information sessions and activities. It was the perfect opportunity  to get to 

know the campus and already meet lots of other students. Next to this, we were introduced to “Quest”. This is 

the international student community of UQ. They host lots of parties and other activities, during these activities 

I made lots of new friends. 

accommodation  

     There are lots of student houses in Brisbane. Part of these can be found through flatmates.com. There 

are also some student flats as for example Atira, Urbanest or Scape. I lived in a student house called “The 

Villas”. I found it through flatmates.com. It is relatively easy to find a house in Brisbane, almost everyone I know 

found a house within one/two weeks. 

leisure & culture 

     The Australian culture doesn’t differ much from the Dutch culture. Some small things that are different 

are actually only positive things. The people are very open and really friendly, they are always up for a chat. 

Next to this, not as many people are in a hurry. Basically it’s just more chilled and relax. In my spare time I often 

went to Quest activities. I also signed up for some sports. You get to know all the different sport communities 

during market-day. I would highly recommend going there and signing for whatever communities you are 

interested in! 

suggestions/tips 

     I would recommend to join Quest. Go to as many events as you like, but don’t admit to the FOMO (fear 

of missing out) culture too much. Do whatever you feel like doing, and enjoy your time as much as possible! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 



 
 
 

 

 

 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

     I would definitely recommend going to the University of Queensland! It not only offers you high quality 

courses, but you’re also just going to have the best time of your life! The Australian culture is really easy-going, 

it is easy to get used to living here. You will make lots of new international friends and easily improve your 

English.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

     If you’re doubting, just do it! Of course there are some downsides as for example missing your family, 

but it will definitely be worth it! 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

     If you want to get in touch with me, just email me at: l.mulders@students.uu.nl. 

 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 
Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 7000 
exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information/questions) 
verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report) 
www.uu.nl/students/exchange 
 

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


 
 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college      University College Utrecht (Science) 

level ☐ bachelor’s ☐ master’s   

name study programme 
 Bachelor of Science (Molecular Cell Bio, Human and Animal Physio, Earth and 

Environment) 

 

destination city & country     Brisbane, Australia       

name university abroad      University of Queensland 

start date     25  /    02   /   2019     (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date     31  /     05  /   2019     (dd/mm/yyyy) 

     
You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

     Straightforward and simple. I believe that the emphasis of the application was in the essay - I specifically 

indicated my academic goals and how my destination of choice could fulfill those goals and enrich my study 

program.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

    Adequate 

academic preparation 

    I was sufficiently prepared for my courses at UQ by taking introductory science courses 

language preparation 

    N/A 

finances 

   I had approx 1400 AUD per month for all my expenses, which I found sufficient with extra money that I 

used for travels.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

     Excellent content with enriching, informative activities outside of the classroom. The information I 

learned was relevant to my degree and focused on Australia, which enhanced by everyday experience of the 

surrounding environment, including the plants, animals, rocks, weather, and geological formations. I also 

gained practical information in animal husbandry which I found very interesting and could see myself applying 

in the workplace. The research papers were interesting for me and I was happy to spend my time reading and 

writing them. Most classes have multiple sessions so I found it fairly easy to organize my schedule and I was 

really happy with all my classes. Those were: Australian Marine Environment, Australian Terrestrial 

Environment, Planet Earth: The Big Picture, and Zoo Biology.  

academic quality of education activities 

 High quality. I had the impression that my teachers were experts on their topics; for each course there were 

more than lecturers who would speak about the topics on which they specialised. Their current research as well 

as that of others in the field was incorporated into lectures which made it highly relevant and engaging.  Field 

trips and tutorial sessions extended the learning beyond lectures and allowed us to understand the material in 

new ways and they were super fun and in beautiful places!!! 



 
 
 

 

 

 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

 Excellent. UQ seems to be very experienced in assisting exchange students and every step of the way seemed 

easy to me and I had more than enough support available to me when I needed it.  

transfer of credits 

 Easy, was able to gain credits for all my courses and could use one of them as a replacement for an 

introductory course at UCU.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

 Great!! There are soooo many different events in the orientation week as well as the weeks after that allow 

you to meet other students. There is an online planner that allows you to design your own o-week (there are 

only a few mandatory events, the rest you can choose). The exchange society QUEST is an excellent way to 

make friends, although it tends to have an emphasis on partying. There are also plenty of clubs to join. 

accommodation 

 I stayed in a sharehouse in Auchenflower which I found using the UQ rentals website. This was one of the 

best decisions I made. I was able to find a room for 110 a week, which allowed me to save heaps of cash and it 

was perfect for me in looks, size, and location. More importantly, I was able to meet my best friend for the 

semester, and live in a community of kind people, diverse in origin and age. I really liked the separation of my 

home life from uni life; my house had students in it but they were slightly older than me and although we 

definitely had fun together, I was encouraged to study more so than I would have in a party house. I think that 

it is easy to find accommodation if you arrive about a week ahead of o-week. I highly recommend it because 

you will find better value for your money, you can meet the people you would live with ahead of time, and 

otherwise evaluate the place you live in before you commit. For me it also gave me the opportunity to meet 

Australians! 

leisure & culture 

 There are soooooo many things to do in Brisbane. I found that this city was the perfect size for me - I felt safe 

and familiar with the layout of the town fairly early on, but there was still plenty of things to explore. There are 

plenty of free activities in and around town which you can take advantage of, including walks, koala centers, 

museums, markets, etc. It is lovely to walk/run/bike/take the City Cat (public transportation boat)  around the 

city. There are some really cool bars around West End, an active music scene, quirky artsy festivals, and a 

standard clubbing district to enrich your night life. Also the subtropical rainforests and woodlands are very close 

by and offer many beautiful hikes. Last but not least, the beaches are beautiful, with warm water and relatively 

uncrowded so take advantage of them! 

suggestions/tips 

 Bike around the city - it is a great way to get around and there are bike paths, often next to the river. But be 

careful, the infrastructure is not as nice as the Netherlands.  

Join QUEST and I am sure you will make friends plus they have awesome trips. However, you should really try 

to meet Australians as well as exchange students, because they are super friendly, funny, COOL, and of course 

they can show you all the nice places in Queensland. I met Australians by chance encounters at UQ, in my 

classes, at bars, and by living in a share house.  

Be careful - accidents can happen and they can be very costly; I found that OSHC did not cover the majority of 

my expenses, so might be worth checking other insurance providers. Do not go to a private hospital!  

If you like psytrance and techno - I recommend the West End Fire Festival every full moon. I also really liked 

the Rumpus Room in West End, and in general if you prefer nice bars, try West End. If you want clubs, then you 

have the Valley.  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

 I absolutely would recommend. As a biology major, I found the flora and fauna to be fascinating and 

beautiful. The classes I took were very engaging and informative, and also enhanced my experience of Australia. 

I think the standard of education is high and the professors are excellent. The school itself is beautiful and 

offers many opportunities to further your studies, career, and social life. The city is amazing and full of activities 

and beautiful people. It was the happiest time of my life so far, and while I do plan to keep that going, I have a 

special place in my heart for Brisbane and the people I met there.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

 Everyday, you will wake up to sunshine, exotic birds and a sparkling river. A bustling city will greet you and 

pull you in. You’ll hear so many slang words - keep a book of them, I wish I had!! At dusk, you will see the bats 

leaving their roosts to forage. At night you will hear the possums screeching and see the coloured lights 

reflected in the water. Just be in the moment and be yourself and say yes.  

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

     Absolutely! Email: kiwibooj@gmail.com; Facebook: Jessica Wray 

 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 
Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 7000 
exchange@uu.nl (information/questions) 
verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report) 
students.uu.nl/exchange 
 

mailto:kiwibooj@gmail.com
mailto:exchange@uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl


 

 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college UCU 

level  bachelor’s  master’s   

name study programme Liberal Arts and Sciences 

 

destination city & country  Brisbane    ,  Australia     

name university abroad  University of Queensland 

start date 23 / 07 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

     
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

While I made the decision to go on exchange quite late, I did not have too much time to apply. What took me the 

most time was the application letter and the financial plan, but even those documents were relatively easy to 

create.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I got many nice emails from the exchange officer and I felt cared for and like I had someone to turn to for help. 

academic preparation 

There was not much preparation academically.  

language preparation 

As UCU’s language of instruction is already English, I did not have any extra preparation sessions. 

finances 

I had heard from people that living costs were quite similar to the Netherlands and that also was the case.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

To fulfil my requirements here at UCU I had to take 4 Psychology courses at UQ. However, the study 

programmes on offer are very broad, ranging from engineering to medicine. 

academic quality of education activities 

I enjoyed most of my lectures, as they were mainly given by people that were experts and working researchers 

in their fields, which made the content engaging and interesting. Some of the seminars I found quite boring, 

both because of understimulating content as well as little student participation.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I never had any issues but I felt like I had someone I could consult in case.  

transfer of credits 

In the end of my exchange I requested a document with my grades and this I send to the examination board. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 



 

 
 

 

 

 

welcome & orientation programme 

There was quite an extensive orientation programme for all the exchange students. Many activities, such as 

campus tours, talks, and getting to know each other sessions were scheduled, as well as a whole week full of 

free try-out classes at the gym and the swimming pool. They really made sure the students would feel 

welcomed.  

accommodation 

I decided to find my own accommodation in town, which is quite easy in Australia, compared to the struggle 

one has in Holland. There were a few facebook groups I was part of, where people would post about the free 

rooms they were offering, and after visiting a few shared houses, I decided to stay in one. After having lived 

there for a month, and having gotten to know Brisbane a little bit better, I decided to move again to another 

house closer to West End, which is a lively neighbourhood in which quite a lot is happening. There was also the 

option of either living on campus or in one of the many student buildings that were spread out through town, 

but as I’m already living on campus here in Utrecht, I wanted the other experience.  

leisure & culture 

Brisbane is an upcoming city, where more and more is happening. Whereas people might tell you that if you 

want to have any cultural experience you have to go to Sydney or Melbourne, this is not true (anymore). West 

End is a neighbourhood with many cafes and bars, which host live music almost every day of the week, and 

close to it is Southbank, an area next to the Brisbane river, where there are the major museums, a cinema and 

lots of restaurants and cafes. Australian people are obsessed with sports and outdoor activities, and so there 

are big parks, playing fields, running- and biking tracks everywhere.  

suggestions/tips 

- The Saturday market in West End: lots of fresh fruit and vegetables, local produce, jewellery, clothes 

etc. as well as live music, coffee and people having acroyoga sessions. Just a really nice hangout. 

- Taking a cruise with the ferry along the river and experience Brisbane from the water. There is a ferry 

that goes for free, and the other ones are also quite cheap.  

- The botanical gardens, a huge place with many different trees and flowers, where people just sit and 

relax 

- Kangaroo Cliff Point: a huge wall of rock right next to the water where you can go climbing 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I totally would. UQ is a great academic institution with a beautiful campus and many interesting people 

from all around the world. Brisbane as a city is nice as well, especially because of its location, being so close to 

the coast, and the amazing climate.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you’re still hesitating about going on exchange, just go on and do it, it will be a great and valuable experience. 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college Biology 

level bachelor’s  

name study programme Biology 

 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad  University of Queensland 

start date 17/ 07 / 2018 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

     
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

On the forms you get from UU and on the websites, it is pretty clear what is expected of you. In the beginning, all 

the paperwork you have to prepare and documents you have to obtain seem like they will take ages to get. But 

once you actually just sit down for a few hours and get everything sorted out, everything is pretty straight 

forward. Just do exactly what is requested of you and if you do not understand something, just email someone 

and you will be likely to receive an answer quite quickly. Especially UQ was extremely fast in replying and was 

very helpful with any queries I had. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht was helpful but slow in replying, which was a bit annoying sometimes since you want to get everything 

sorted out asap. But most questions I had or if I wasn’t sure about anything, they were flexible and usually I was 

worrying about nothing. 

academic preparation 

Just get your English skills ready. 

language preparation 

“ 

finances 

I actually spent quite a lot of money. Australia is pretty expensive, especially if you want to travel and go out 

and stuff. I do recommend not to worry about it too much. Just create a bit of a “financial planning” but do not 

cling to it too firmly. You are here to have an amazing experience and you don’t want to worry about something 

trivial as money all the time and let that get in the way of a good and interesting time. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

As I said earlier, UQ is very well organised and they have special courses for international students as well. I 

followed mainly marine biology courses.  

academic quality of education activities 

I think UQ has good educational quality. The courses are organised a bit differently than at UU but this is mainly 

due to the fact that they are working with two semesters per year (two periods at the same time) instead of 

four periods per year. They have heaps of student clubs/associations/activities and they are all very highly 

promoted, so that won’t be a problem if you want to join something like that. 



counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Again, UQ is very helpful (and very strict in some ways) and they are prepared for literally any situation you can 

come across. They have heaps of internationals coming over every semester from all over the world, so they 

will likely be familiar with whatever problem you will have.  

transfer of credits 

I just sent an email to the international helpdesk with the transcript I received from UQ. I think that’s are there 

is too it. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UQ has a week of introductions and they present all the clubs etc. you can join and they have walks over 

campus. Also barbecues and that kind of stuff. So pretty sweet if you want to meet some people. 

accommodation 

Accommodation is pretty important the way I see it. You have loads of options in official student 

accommodations but they are ridiculously expensive and really boring for most part. So try to look at gumtree 

(Aus marktplaats) and flatmates.com.au and that kind of stuff to find a suitable place for you for a better price 

and more freedom. Brisbane is seriously the opposite of Utrecht for finding a place to live, so that is my advice 

to you. 

leisure & culture 

Australia is really big so be prepared to travel hours and hours to go to fun places and beaches. But Brisbane 

itself is a fun place to live. It is really big but super spread out so it never feels crowded. They have heaps of nice 

suburbs and different areas with different purposes so be sure to check those out before you decide to live in a 

particular area. Surrounding surfer villages are really cool and they have cheap hostels where you can stay for a 

weekend. 

suggestions/tips 

Just the general stuff, be open minded (that can be hard sometimes), do try to get out of your house as much as 

you can and say yes to everything. I personally did try to “avoid” other Dutch people a bit because it is really 

easy to just start hanging out with just Dutch people because it’s easy. But it is way more fun and interesting to 

meet people from other countries and most people are really open and want to meet others as well. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would really recommend this university and Brisbane, apparently the people of Brisbane are nicer than Sydney 

and Melbourne (I haven’t been there) and even though it is still a big city, it has a very attractive atmosphere to 

it. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

- 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

n.m.vanhouten@students.uu.nl



 

 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

faculty/college Geesteswetenschappen 

level  bachelor’s  master’s   

name study programme Geschiedenis 

 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australië 

name university abroad  University of Queensland 

start date 16 / 07 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

     
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

 The application process was quite straightforward and quick. You needed a lot of paperwork but it was not hard 

to get your head around it. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Although I didn’t really made use of counselling or support at Utrecht University but the pre-departure meeting 

where you received names and contact numbers of others students that went to your university was usefull 

and it was good to talk to people who had already been there. 

academic preparation 

I didn’t prepare myself specifically in any field of study before I went abroad, apart from the general 

preparation you have already got from studying for three years in Utrecht. 

language preparation 

I didn’t do anything as language preparation because I thought my English was fluent enough to be able to 

study in Australia. Therefore it was really easy to study and get around in Australia. Dutch students are 

generally good in speaking and writing English compared to students of other non-English speaking countries. 

finances 

I saved up a lot of money before I went abroad by working and having a loan from the government. 

The country is really expensive but there are a lot of ways to save a little bit of money if you take the effort and 

time to do so. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Even though I did a lot of courses outside my field of study at the University of Queensland I was still quite good 

prepared to participate in those courses. Only sometimes you have to step up a bit if methods or jargon is used 

you are not familiar with but that is no problem to do. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality of education activities is in general really good and also based more on practical activities 

additional to theoretical underpinnings. Depending on the subject or professor the quality can vary but that is 

the same at any university. Generally speaking I think the subjects at the University of Queensland are less hard 

than at Utrecht University. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 



The counselling and support at the University of Queensland is insanely good. They organise a lot of different 

free activities for improving student well-being and they have a coach or group for every problem you may 

encounter. Definitely the best support system I have ever seen. 

transfer of credits 

I am still in the process of transferring credits so I don’t know how the procedure goes. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The Orientation week is well organised and they have a full programme of activities to meet new people. After 

O-week there are another two weeks with activities with support groups and to help you set up a new life

there.

accommodation 

In Brisbane it is really easy to find accommodation by yourself (I really recommend to do that and not to go to 

one of the pre-organised student complexes such as Atira or Student One) 

leisure & culture 

There are a thousand things to do in and around Brisbane and the weather is really nice so it is the place to be 

for living outdoors. A lot of beautiful National Parks and beaches around and in the city center is a beautiful city 

beach if you don’t want to travel to Sunshine Coast or Gold Coast. There are a lot of student activities and 

discounts around as well so you will definitely never be bored. 

suggestions/tips 

West End is a really nice place to live and well-connected. Join Quest for easily meeting new (international) 

people, they organize a lot of activities and parties. You don’t have to go to all of them but it’s nice that you can 

if you want to and to meet a lot of international people as well (everybody wants to make new friends) 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend the University of Queensland as well as Brisbane as city. I have been in Sydney 

and Melbourne as well and have a good friend who studied at the University of Sydney, and by comparing we 

concluded that all activities for students, student councelling and services at the university, going out in the city 

and the weather was all better at the University of Queensland and in Brisbane. Melbourne was a really nice 

city as well and would have been a good choice because there might be more to do than in Brisbane but the 

weather is way better in Brisbane. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Trust on your own abilities to arrange your life there and get everything sorted out, you can do way more than 

you think and you’ll probably arrange it way better and as you want it then organisations can do for you. Also 

Buy a car there! It is really easy, way cheaper than renting one, and you can go everywhere you want to at any 

time! 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

Yes I give permission to do so. The best way to contact me is by email (j.a.h.dekorte@students.uu.nl) and otherwise on 
Facebook (Hannah de Korte)



 
 
 

 UU Study Abroad Report Form 

 

Faculty/college: 

 

Social Sciences 

Level: 
 

√ bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: 
 

      

 

Destination city & country 

 

Brisbane, Australia      

Name host institution 
and/or 

company/organisation 
 

University of Queensland (UQ) 

Purpose of exchange 

 

√ study/courses   work placement   field work   other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

 

31-01-2018 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
12-08-2018 

 

 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

The application process was fairly straightforward, it has a step by step format and each step has a 

clear explanation what you’re required to do to move on to the next step. In case of any questions, 

the International Office was very quick to respond by E-mail, or, if you want to talk to them in 

person, you can very easily go up to the office and get your questions answered.  

 

Counselling/support at home university: 

I reached out to the international office of UU once, but they were quick to answer me. They also 

provide a predeparture meeting where you can meet other people that are going to your university 

and ask questions if you have any. In that meeting they also explain some things that might come 

in handy once you’re ready to apply (such as visa application, health insurance, etc.). 

 

Academic preparation: 

I don’t think academic preparation is really necessary. It is important that you pick courses you 

haven’t already completed at UU, because they will not be approved by the Board of Examiners. I 

only picked courses that were pre-approved for exchange students, so no further academic 

preparation was needed, even though I also followed courses in Biology, which is not my field of 

studies. I didn’t experience difficulty studying for my courses. I think that UQ and UU are equally 

levelled academic wise, especially when it comes to assignments.  

 

Language preparation: 

UQ requires a certain level of English, which is either an 8/10 for your high school exam, or a 

TOEFL-score of at least 90, or an IELTS-score of at least 6.5. Since I don’t have the required 8 for 



 
 
 

 

 

 

English on my high school exam, I had to pass either the TOEFL or IELTS. I looked into both, and 

TOEFL is fully electronic, including the oral part. IELTS is partly electronic, and the oral part is a 

conversation with an examiner. I wanted to take the IELTS, cause I thought I’d be more 

comfortable speaking to an actual person when performing my oral exam. Unfortunately, it wasn’t 

possible to take the IELTS before the deadline of the application process, so I had to take the 

TOEFL-test. I practiced with exercises I found online, but I didn’t do an online preparation course. 

The actual TOEFL was alike the online exercises and not as hard as I expected it to be. However, I 

was a bit nervous and I felt I didn’t do as well as I could have, but I ended up having 112/120, 

which is way higher than the required score of 90. So the required level of English is not that high. 

You receive your score about 6-8 weeks after taking the TOEFL, which for me, was after the 

deadline of the application. That is not a problem, when you get to the question about the 

Language Requirements, you can tick a box that says ‘’I have taken the TOEFL/IELTS, but I’m still 

waiting for my score’’, and once you receive your score, you can upload it and finalize your 

application afterwards. I do recommend to not wait too long with uploading your scores, because 

you can’t proceed with the preparation for your time abroad until your application is completed. 

  

Finances: 

Australia is an expensive country, especially the rent is quite high. Groceries are all right, but 

vegetables and fruit are high priced as well. Alcohol is really expensive, especially in clubs and bars, 

but there is a wine in liquor stores, called Goon, which is boxed wine, that is cheap.  

I saved up €7000, and this doesn’t include my plane tickets (about €1200). I also put my student 

loan on maximum, and I received compensation for not using my Dutch student transportation card 

(OV-chipcard), which was another €900 every month. 

I returned with €2000 left on my account (give or take a bit). I realise that I spend a lot of money 

in Australia, but I didn’t want to be in a position that I couldn’t join activities / weekends away 

because of money issues. Also, I travelled a lot during my exchange and for a month afterwards, so 

if you go home a bit earlier than I did, you won’t spend as much as I did, since travelling and rent 

are the 2 things you will lose most of your money on.  

 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

UQ offers a lot of different courses, so I decided to only look into pre-approved courses and 

Psychology courses to make the decision easier. Unfortunately there were not a lot of Psychology 

courses that I hadn’t already done at UU. Although I spend a lot of time selecting courses when I 

was still in the Netherlands, I made my final decision for courses when I was in Australia. You can 

enrol in courses via mySI-net and they will provide you with information about enrolling in tutorials. 

I switched a few courses in the first week which was really easy to do, you just delete a course 

from your list of enrolments, and then enrol in a different course. Spots for tutorials fill up really 

quickly though, so when you receive an Email with the opening time for enrolment in tutorials, be 

ready once it’s the time, because otherwise you made be too late for your preferred schedule.  

It might sound a little confusing or difficult, but UQ organises an orientation week with mandatory 



 
 
 

 

 

 

sessions for new students / exchange students in which they explain how to enrol and what to do 

when you want to change courses, etc.  

 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

I think the academic quality of education of UQ is pretty similar to that of UU, they also work with 

different levels for courses: 1, 2 or 3 which usually means it’s a first year, second year or third 

year-course, but you don’t have to be a third year to do a third year course.  

The requirements to complete courses are similar as well, most courses have assignments and a 

final exam which make up your final grade.  

 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

During the orientation week, there were mandatory meetings for exchange students, and a few 

meetings they advised us to go to, but you didn’t have to. In those meetings they explained who to 

contact if you ever had questions or troubles regarding university stuff. They also arranged 

meetings in which police and wildlife-experts told us who to call if we experienced trouble, etc.  

I never used any of these facilities, except for the Student Helpdesk, and they were really helpful 

and always had an answer to every question. 

 

Transfer of credits: 

I’m currently in the process of getting my grades transferred. UQ’s grading system goes from 1 to 7 

instead of 1 to 10, so the grades that I received have to be transferred to the grading system wer 

use at UU. 

UQ has emailed me my transcript, together with the option to make an account on myEquals which 

already has your transcript on there. Once you have an account, there is an option to share your 

transcript with anyone, so I entered the Emailadress of the international office FSW of UU. I send 

them an extra email explaining I just shared my transcript with them. They replied that they had 

received it and that they would process my transcript, once this was completed, they would send 

me another Email. From then on, it would be my responsibility to make sure the Board of 

Examiners received my transcript (via Osiris) and would transfer my grades for me, I did this by 

sending the Board of Examiners an Email explaining the situation.  

 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

Their orientation program is really extensive and the first few weeks of uni are all themed. It starts 

with Orientation week with some mandatory sessions about practical stuff and safety etc. It also 

has Marketday, on which all societies and clubs of UQ have a stand on campus and you can join as 

many societies / clubs as you want! It is a really good way to meet people and make friends so I 

definitely recommend joining at least one society / club, and apart from that, there is a special 

society for exchange students called QUEST, definitely join them! They have parties on Wednesday, 

weekends away and it’s a very fun, casual way of meeting new people! 

After Orientation week, a Cultural week follows and a few other themed weeks, and during those 



 
 
 

 

 

 

weeks there are activities organized. 

 

Accommodation: 

There are a few options for accommodation. When you’re still in the Netherlands, it might feel good 

to have a room secured and settle accommodation in advance, so an easy option would be student 

accommodation (Unilogde, Urbanest, etc). It is really expensive though, I choose not to do this, 

since you pay around 300 dollars (I’m not sure!!!!!) a week, there is restriction on use of Wi-Fi, and 

you have to pay every time you want to make use of a washing machine or dryer. I decided to go 

look for accommodation after arrival in Brisbane. I joined flatmates.au; I made an account with 

some pictures and a short description, and you can reply to advertisements of houses that are 

posted on flatmates. The landlord will usually reply to you to arrange a viewing of the house and 

afterwards you can take your time to decide whether you want to live there or if you want to 

continue looking for a place. There are a lot of houses available, and they are usually a bit cheaper 

than student accommodation in flats organised by UQ. I had about 6 viewings before I made my 

final decision, spread out over 2 days, and I moved in 1 week after my arrival in Brisbane.  

I stayed with family during that first week, but staying in a backpackers hostel would be a good 

option too, and it’s a nice way of meeting people and exploring Brisbane. 

I ended up living in South Bank, and I absolutely loved it there, it was on the edge with a 

neighbourhood called West End, which is very student friendly, lively area. I lived in a shared house 

with 2 other internationals and 2 Australians (all students), and I paid AUD190 a week, so AUD380 

a fortnight, and I paid rent every fortnight. My room was quite small, about 7/8 meters squared I 

would say, but it was perfectly fine for me, since we had a living room and a kitchen with dinner 

table etc. The price does increase a little with the size of the room, but it shouldn’t get more 

expensive than AUD250. 

My place was a 5-10 minute walk from Culture Centre, which is a central bus station, and from 

there you take the 66 which brings you to UQ in 20 minutes. In Brisbane, public transport (bus / 

train) works with Translink, which is basically an OV-chip-card. You can easily buy one in every 

tobacco store, activate it online (make sure you enter your student number to receive concession) 

and put money on it in a 7/11 store or online as well. 

 

Leisure/culture: 

Brisbane is a very central positioned city, so there’s a lot of options for daytrips or weekends away. 

Brisbane is a great city for living, not so much for visiting, it doesn’t have that many great 

highlights, but the beach is closeby, a lot of natural parks surrounds Brisbane and the East Coast 

on its own is just beautiful! When I stayed in Brisbane during the weekend, I usually went to the 

riverbank in South Bank with friends to have a bbq or picknick or just chill, you can visit to the 

botanical gardens, the Lone Pine Koala Centre, Mount Coot Tha, the conventional art centre and the 

city centre is definitely worth a visit! 

Australians are really friendly people and always eager to help you out, respect is important, which 

includes greeting the bus driver, make conversation with the uber driver, etc. It all seems kinda 

straightforward, but this is really important to them.  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Suggestions/tips: 

Take your time to travel and explore the country!  

- Great Barrier Reef 

- Fraser Island 

- Whitsundays 

- Rainbow Beach (one of my favourite places in Australia) 

- Tasmania 

- New Zealand 

- Great Ocean Road 

- Roadtrips in general, they are absolutely the best!! 

I do realise the above described suggestions are pretty much Australia’s highlights, so they will be 

very touristy, a bit closer to Brisbane, you can visit 

- Stradbrooke Island 

- Moreton Island 

- Gold Coast (one of my favourite places in Australia) 

- Byron Bay (one of my favourite places in Australia) 

- Sunshine coast 

 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Absolutely! I had the time of my life in Australia and studying at UQ! I’m extremely grateful that I 

got selected to study at UQ and that I took the chance and the time to stay longer and explore a bit 

of the country. UQ is a great university with a lot of opportunities, study wise as well as socially 

with all the options for joining societies or clubs. I followed courses there that I would not be able 

to follow at UU and the mentality is really friendly and relaxed. Writing this actually makes me want 

to go back so bad, so if you’re still doubting whether it’s worth going or if you have any questions, 

you can always reach out to me! 

 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

An exchange sounds all fun and games, but it isn’t always like that. The preparation and application 

process might be a little stressful or confusing, but once you’re there, it’s totally worth it! 

Australia is far away, so you might feel a little lonely, especially the first few weeks, which is 

perfectly normal! I myself am very easily (socially) overwhelmed, and my biggest fear was that I 

wouldn’t make friends. I have trouble just walking up to someone and start talking with them and 

then invite them to whatever or exchange contacts, etc, I really struggle with that. But remember, 

most people you’ll meet are on exchange as well and they are all looking for friends. So it might be 

scary to walk up to someone and say hi or something, but everyone will be happy you do so, 

because it’s kinda scary for everyone! Joining clubs / societies / QUEST will be a big help, because 

there will be many people, and everyone will introduce you to the ones they’ve already met.  

The first (few) time(s) might be hard or tiring, but once you know a few people it gets easier and 



 
 
 

 

 

 

fun, and everyone is really friendly! The only way not to feel lonely anymore, is by going out there 

and talk to people and make friends 😊. 

 
 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 

Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 

+31-(0)30-253 7000 

exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information) / verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report) 

www.uu.nl/students/exchange 
 

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


UU Study Abroad Report Form

Family name: xxx 

First name: xxx 

Student number: xxx 

Faculty/college: Social Sciences 

Level: √ bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Psychology 

Destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange √ study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

06-02-2018

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 23-06-2018

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

The University of Queensland was my first choice and I was very excited to have been selected to go 

there. The application process was very straightforward and the International Office was always 

there to help you with your questions (if you have any). But all in all, it is very clear and I found it 

very easy to apply for the exchange. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

I didn’t ask that many questions, but the ones that I did ask were always answered within a day. I 

found the UU very supportive and you could even ask them questions during my time abroad. I also 

found the pre-departure meeting very helpful since they provided me with a lot of information 

about visa application, etc. 

Academic preparation: 

During my time abroad, I followed courses in both biological sciences and social sciences and really 

enjoyed the courses a lot. I didn’t have to prepare academically at all. As the courses were pre-

approved for exchange students, this automatically meant that there wasn’t a lot of preparation 

necessary to follow these courses. I feel that the academic level of UU and UQ are pretty similar 

and passing the courses is very doable as long as you put effort into your assignments. 

Language preparation: 



None, I speak a lot of English in my daily life already and passed my high school exam with a high 

enough average (8/10) to not have to take an IELTS or TOEFL test. 

Finances: 

Australia is very expensive, especially the rent. If you’re looking for accommodation keep in mind 

that they usually state the rent per week and not per month. While weekly expenses seem quite 

expensive too, once you get used to converting the AUD to euros, this isn’t as bad as it seems at 

first. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

The University of Queensland offered a lot of different courses and there were so many interesting 

courses to choose from. When picking the courses you can select the filter: ‘pre-approved for 

exchange students’ and it will then show you the courses that you can pick as an exchange student. 

You can use their timetable planner to make sure that all your courses fit together and that you 

don’t have any clashes. A lot of courses require you to sign on to tutorial groups and there are 

often lots of different options and times offered for these tutorials. All of this made it very easy to 

organize your schedule and pick courses. It is easy to enrol in courses and you can switch courses 

very easily in the first few weeks.  

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

I feel like the academic content was pretty similar to that of Dutch Universities. Just like at UU 

there are level 1, 2 and 3 courses, but be aware that there might be a difference in the level that 

the course is accredited with between the universities. E.g. I followed the course MARS2005 that is 

regarded as level 2 here, and UU only accredited this course as a level 1. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

I never really needed much support, but if I ever had any questions they were very fast with their 

replies (usually within a day). The lecturers were also always keen to answer any questions you 

might have. 

Transfer of credits: 

Hasn’t happened yet (since I am yet to take my final exams), but UQ will send the transcript to UU 

and this should all be good. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

I studied at UQ the first semester (February-June) and before the start of the semester there was 

an Orientation week. During this week the university organized a lot of activities and you meet tons 

of people. I would really advise you to attend as many activities as you can. Some sessions during 

O-week are even mandatory (e.g. a health & safety session), so keep this in mind when booking 

your flight to Brisbane. 

Accommodation: 

I lived about a 5-minute walk from campus and really loved that. It was very easy to get to the city 

centre (only a 15 minute bus ride) and it made the 8AM classes more bearable! I booked 

accommodation from home, but would advise you to just do it upon arrival. I feel like I could have 

saved a lot of money if I would’ve found a room when I already was in Australia. It seemed really 



easy for everyone to find a room upon arrival. There are tons available and it is nothing like the 

(desperate) search for rooms in Utrecht . One thing that I would recommend (especially if you go 

during the Australian summer) is to find a room with air-conditioning. When I first arrived, some 

days it would be over 35 degrees and during these days I really appreciated the AC in my room.  

Leisure/culture: 

There is so much to do in and around Brisbane. While there are many daytrips you could take to 

surrounding natural parks, you could also have loads of fun in the city and go to areas like South 

Bank and streets beach. During my time in Brisbane I travelled as much as I could and would 

recommend everyone to do the same. 

Suggestions/tips: 

 Great Barrier Reef (you can go here on a fieldtrip of the MARS2005 course, but be aware 

that this trip is during the mid-semester break) 

 Fraser island (you can go here on a field trip of the BIOL2001 course) 

 Springbrook Rainforest 

 Lone Pine Koala sanctuary 

 Australia Zoo 

 Whitsundays 

 Gold coast 

 Sunshine coast 

 I highly recommend that you look into the courses BIOL2001 and/or MARS2005. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yes, I would recommend everyone to come to Australia and to study at UQ. It was an amazing 

experience and I could not be happier to have come to this place. The courses they offered were 

just amazing and I have seen so many incredible places.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you have any questions, you can always contact me by email! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Law 

Level:  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Corporation and Law 

Destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

12 July 2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 1 February 2018 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

Choosing your university is the first important step. Make sure you do some research on the 

programme the university offers and the city/town the university is located in. In my opinion both 

the programme and the city/town have to suit you in order to create the perfect exchange 

experience. My choice for the University of Queensland was based on the academic quality of this 

university and the city Brisbane, which is a perfect base to explore some beautiful parts of the east 

coast of Australia. 

Then you need to think about your motivation. Why do you want to study abroad and why at that 

specific university. I wrote a personal letter explaining my ambitions and dreams within the field of 

law and how an exchange at an English speaking university would contribute to achieving my 

dreams and goals.  

After uploading my motivation letter and CV it took quite a long time before I got the confirmation 

that I was selected for the university of my first choice. Then the preparations really start.  

Counselling/support at home university: 

I did not need a lot of support. However, when I did the international office always tried to help me. 

The few difficulties that I came across occurred due to the fact that I was planning on doing an 

exchange within my master programme. Most students do an exchange during their bachelor 

programme. Therefore, the international office did not always have the answer to my questions. In 

that case I went to my own master programme coordinator or my ‘studypoint’ to discuss it.  



Academic preparation: 

In preparing my exchange I had to get approval of my master coordinator. By having a personal 

conversation and explaining how this exchange would complement my master programme in Utrecht 

my master coordinator approved quite easily. I also had to arrange that I could write my master 

thesis the next year. Further academic preparations were not needed.  

Language preparation: 

I did bilingual education (IB) during my high school period. However, the IB certificate that I got by 

finishing this English education programme was not valid anymore after 5 years. At the moment of 

partaking in the exchange it would have been exactly 5 years ago that I got my English certificate. 

Therefore I had to take the TOEFL, which costs quite a lot of money. The test is not very hard to 

pass for someone with an IB certificate.  

Finances: 

Australia is not a cheap country. So think about taking enough money. You want to experience the 

exchange life to the fullest and you don’t want to worry about money.  

My return flight to Australia was a bit more than 1000 euro. I only had to buy one book, which was 

around 55 euro’s. The expenses of living are a bit higher than in Holland. One upside: Sushi is 

really really cheap!! The rent in Brisbane is quite high. Think about 600-700 euro’s per month. If 

you want to go out, you often have to pay an entry fee for the clubs and alcohol is really expensive. 

Another upside: wine at the local liquor stores is rather cheap though. If you want to join social 

clubs at the University of Queensland you also have to pay a little fee.  

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

I was obliged to do the course ‘Fundamentals of the Common Law’ just like all the other students 

coming from countries where they have a civil law system. It was an interesting course that was 

really helpful for the other master courses I took.  

The courses I could choose were in principle limited. However, I was able to do other courses after 

explaining that I wanted to do some courses within other academic fields. For me these courses 

were extra and I could not implement them in my master programme. If you can implement them 

in your master programme you need to communicate your course choices before you can actually 

take them.  

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The courses I took were of good quality. I took three courses. One course was semester long and 

two were so-called ‘intensive courses’. Semester long courses are courses like we know it at the 

University of Utrecht. Intensive courses are courses that are taught in consecutively 4 days. One 



course was for example on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. After those 4 days of lectures 

you get some weeks to finish a paper. It is an intense form of education and totally different from 

what we know in The Netherlands. A disadvantage is that you don’t really have the time to take the 

content of lectures in and prepare for the next day. An advantage is that you don’t have a lot of 

lectures during the semester and therefore have a lot freedom to travel around Australia. I believe 

this type of courses only exist within the exchange law programme at master level. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

I did not need a lot of support at the University of Queensland but if you need help there are a lot 

of institutions at campus where you can go and ask your question(s).  

Transfer of credits: 

This occurred automatically. I could pick up my transcript and that was all. I have to say that the 

credits I earned at the University of Queensland cannot be implemented in my master programme. 

They are just extra. I might ask my master coordinator to notify on my master certificate that I did 

an exchange at the university of Queensland.  

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

The orientation week was well organized. In this week you can meet a lot of different exchange 

students and attend fun activities. You get a lecture on safety in Australia, focussing on the strong 

sun, the power of the sea and the dangerous animals. You can join a tour that takes you around 

the campus and the sport accommodations. You can pet wombats, eat TimTams and eat and then 

spit out vegemite. Its not as big of an event as the UIT but it provides you with enough 

opportunities to get to know your campus and to meet other people. 

Accommodation: 

Australia is not the cheapest country you can choose. In Brisbane rent is paid per week. I paid 230 

Australian Dollar per week, which is around 145 euro. I have to say that I got a beautiful apartment 

for this amount of money (even with a rooftop pool). There are apartments that are cheaper but 

you have to think about around 600 dollars per month for accommodation.  

I found my apartment before going to Australia by joining the UQ facebook. There are different 

facebooks where they advertise apartments. Examples are the UQ marketplace facebook and the 

QUEST marketplace facebook. QUEST is the exchange club that organizes a lot of fun activities and 

parties for all the exchange students. Fun to join! 

A lot of students don’t pick their apartment before going to Australia. They stay in a hostel and 

from there they visit different homes. There are enough places offered. However, you have to 

decide for yourself what approach fits you best. It’s already a big adventure to go to the other side 



of the world alone. For me personally, knowing where I was going to stay and with whom I was 

going to stay gave me a certain peace of mind.   

I would not recommend you to stay at a college. First of all, its really expensive. Second of all you 

pay for all your meals. However, if you want to go on a weekend trip… and I promise, you do want 

to go on a weekend trip almost every weekend.. you miss out on the food you already paid for. 

They do organize parties and they are located on campus but the exchange students that lived 

there often told me that if they could choose again they would have probably chosen a place 

somewhere else.  

Leisure/culture: 

You don’t have to worry about fun things to do in and around Brisbane. Brisbane itself is a beautiful 

city. Watch the sunset and the amazing skyline of Brisbane from Kangaroo point or take a dip into 

the artificial pools at South Bank. In 2 hours you are in beautiful Noosa, in 2 hours you can take a 

surf in Surfers Paradise and in 3 Hours you can enjoy the hippie vibe in Byron Bay. Oh and don’t 

forget my favourite place of all: North Stradbroke Island and its gorgeous Gorge Walk. Only 1 hour 

by train and 20 minutes by ferry you literally arrive in wilderness paradise. Koala’s, kangaroos, 

whales, turtles, manta rays, isolated beaches. They are all there.  

Australia is not well-known for its culture. The cities are modern and can be recognized by their 

skyscrapers. However, Brisbane has some museums. For example the Marine Museum and the 

Brisbane Museum of Modern Art. In other cities there are museums that focus on the history of 

Australia. Here you can learn about the aboriginal culture and the Western settlers.  

Suggestions/tips: 

The University of Queensland has a beautiful campus with a lot of facilities. My favourite part of the 

campus was the Great Court. Surrounded by purple trees, you can enjoy your lunch (most of the 

time sushi) in the warm sun. The campus also provides you with the opportunity to do every sport 

you want to do. Join a sport club or buy a golden sport card. I joined the tennis club. Therefore I 

met a lot of Australian and exchange students with the same passion for tennis as I have.  

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

I would definitely recommend the University of Queensland to other students. It’s a beautiful 

campus, everything is well organized, there are a lot of activities for exchange students, Brisbane is 

a great city and there are so many beautiful places close to Brisbane worth visiting.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Think about what you value most in a life changing experience. I chose for the combination of 

academic quality and a travel gorgeous country. The combination of studying at the University of 

Queensland and trips around Australia was the dream for me. An experience I will never forget.   



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Family name: xxx 

First name: xxx 

Student number: xxx 

Faculty/college: Bètawetenschappen 

Level:  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Biology 

Destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

12/07/2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 25/01/2018 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

I hadn’t heard of Brisbane before, but after some research I saw that the university of Queensland is 

a very good university and the location of the city is perfect. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

I went to my study advisor multiple times and she helped me with my study progress scheme and 

signatures, which was very helpful. I went to the international office for all my other requests. 

Academic preparation: 

I think the motivation letter is more important than your GPA. My GPA was still sufficient but not 

extremely high, but I put a lot of time in my motivation letter. 

Language preparation: 

I myself had bilingual education in high school so that was enough language preparation and I did 

not need any further proof. I had absolutely no problem with the language once I arrived. The only 

barrier is the Australian accent, but that is just a matter of habituation once you are there. 

Finances: 

I saved up a lot of money by working every day for months before I left. I also put my student loan 

on maximum, otherwise I would have never made it. Australia is a very expensive country, 

especially groceries. The flight tickets and the visa are the most expensive, and if you want to have 



some fun in the form of beverages and further travelling, you need to have a big budget. Keep in 

mind that even though you are allowed to work 20 hours a week, it is extremely hard to find a part 

time job since you are from overseas and they often want someone for at least a year. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

You do not need to sign in for any courses up front, so everything is open until the start of the 

semester. On the first or second day you can sign up for courses in designated computer classes, 

where a lot of volunteers are willing to help you. This computer schedule shows which courses can 

be combined. UQ has 4 courses per semester instead of the 2 times 2 courses. There is a scheme 

of all the offered courses online too. Pay attention that you do not sign in to an online course. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The level of education is different, but not necessarily easier. In biology they focus on different 

problems, especially drought and salinity and on different plant species, so it is not really 

comparable to biology in the Netherlands. The lab was very fancy with apple computers and the 

newest technology. Also, the campus is very beautiful. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

The counselling and support at UQ is excellent, maybe even excessive. There are multiple offices on 

campus for different subjects where you can go for academical questions. There is also an 

insurance office, a bank, a doctor’s office, a farmacy and a dentist. 

Transfer of credits: 

The highest grade in Australia is a 7. I got 3 sixes and a seven which were converted to 8 and 8,5 

in the Netherlands. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

There are two orientation weeks. Before the start of the orientation weeks they organise a few 

getting started sessions that cover the essentials of studying at UQ. Go to multiple of these even if 

they cover the same information, it ends with a guided tour where you meet a lot of people. There 

are some special welcome sessions for exchange students which are compulsory. They also give 

sessions on beach and dangerous animals safety. They organize a sports market in the second 

week for if you want to join a society. 

Accommodation: 

It was very easy to find accommodation. I arrived a week earlier than the start of the semester and 

stayed at a hostel for two weeks. I spent some hours in the library on a site called ‘Flatmates’ and 

got invited to multiple inspections. I chose the cheapest option which was a very big house with all 

Australian flatmates, 15 minutes walking distance from campus. The area of the campus is called St 

Lucia. West End is a popular student area, but take into consideration that you often need to take a 

ferry to get to campus. 

Leisure/culture: 

The university has a wide variety of sport and hobby societies. The downside is, is that there are no 

societies focused on Dutch people. Also, the sport societies are not as big as in the Netherlands. I 

joined 5 societies but barely had any events. There is also a lack of culture in Australia in my 



opinion, which made me feel very homesick at times. But luckily, a lot of societies organize Aussie 

BBQs. UQ organises a lot of anti-depression activities like puppy cuddling and food festivals. 

Suggestions/tips: 

Join a lot of getting started sessions, it is a great way to meet people. Also, join the Quest society. 

This is a society for exchange students, and they organize a lot of fun events. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

I would definitely recommend. I have had the best 6 months of my life. Not just the activities in the 

weekends and the traveling after, but also being able to study at a beautiful campus. UQ made me 

look at biology differently and gave me a lot of practical experience and basic knowledge, also on 

Australia and especially sustainability. Also, the location of Brisbane is perfect if you want to travel 

to beaches and tropical rainforest. 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

When you see other people going on exchange, everything just seems fun and games. But it is 

okay to feel lonely and you probably will at times. There will be times where you miss your friends 

and family, and that is okay. It is important to make as many friends as you can in the first weeks. 

A semester is a short amount of time and people find their friend groups very fast. Do not feel 

embarrassed and join as many societies as you can (I can recommend UQ surfers and QUEST). 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Family name: xxx 

First name: xxx 

Student number: xxx 

Faculty/college: Geosciences 

Level:  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Aardwetenschappen 

Destination city & country Brisbane ,  Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses  work placement  field work  other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

08/07/2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 23/12/2017 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

I started by applying at the UU. I spend most time on writing my motivation letter, as I really 

wanted to go to this University and according to the website there were only 2 places for the all UU 

students. Once I got accepted I had to fill in some forms at the UQ website, and they also accepted 

it. In total it did take quite some time, but it was totally worth it! 

Counselling/support at home university: 

The study abroad website of the UU helped me a lot with supplying information about the different 

universities at the time I was still choosing where to go to. It also gave a good overview of all the 

steps to take in preperation for the exchange. However there were so many steps and different 

things to prepare that I got a bit confused a few times. Make sure you really make a to-do list with 

deadlines. 

Academic preparation: 

My exchange was in the first semester of my third year. Already after year 1 I decided that I 

wanted to be able to go abroad, and I had to try to fit my courses in a way that I would still be able 

to finish my bachelor in 3 years. Therefore I had to take a third year course in the second year. If I 

didn't plan this long enough in advance, I wouldn't have been able to follow this course, and I 

would probably need a 4th year to finish my bachelor. 



Language preparation: 

At high school I did a special English test (IB) which was luckily valid for UQ. At first it was not 

really clear if it would be valid of if I had to take a new test, but luckily they accepted it. I would 

recommend to check this in advance if you need a (new) certificate. 

Finances: 

I got a Holland Scholarship, which was enough to pay my plane tickets. There are more 

scholarschips , so I spend some time searching on the internet to look for it. After the search I got 

a second scolarship, which was really helpful because everything in Australia is more expensive 

than in the Netherlands. In the end I did not spend as much as expected, but it was still more than 

in the Netherlands. I did not have a job and wanted to travel, so I did need some of my savings 

and a student loan. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

I chose 4 courses at UQ which interested me a lot. The interesting courses were one of the main 

reasons why I chose to go to UQ. The 4 courses were 1 full semester, and I really enjoyed the 

content of the subjects. The 4 courses were all at the same time, so the courses have a lower 

workload than I am used to in Utrecht. The semester was from halfway july to halfway november 

(end of last exam). 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The education was of a high quality. I followed a first years course (ABTS1000), which was a bit of 

a bit lower quality. This was due to my tutor of the practical group, who I did not find very good at 

teaching. The course was very interesting and I did learn a lot, but a different tutor would have 

been better. The other courses were of good quality, but I experienced them a slight bit easier than 

my courses in Utrecht, and the workload was a bit less (this might be because I took 1 first year, 2 

second year and 1 third year course while I am in my third year. If I only took third year courses, 

the workload would have been higher and it would have been more difficult). I would recommend 

the course BIOL2001 if you are interested in the flora and fauna of Australia. The course is set up 

for exchange students, and you don't have to study biology or sciences, although it makes the 

course easier. All my courses were extremely interesting and I could not have learned the same if I 

had not gone to UQ to study it. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

UQ offers a lot of support for exchange students. They offer an orientation week at the beginning 

of every semester, where you get to learn other students and the University. Throughout the 

semester you are always able to go to a place to ask questions or talk if you feel like that. The 

wellbeing of the students is important at UQ. 

Transfer of credits: 

I received my transcript from UQ about 1.5 months after my last exam. I had to collect it from 

the student services and bring it to my faculty. There I had to wait almost 2 months before my 

grades were in Osiris, but the transfer of the grades was done correctly. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 



At the start of every semester there is an orientation week at UQ. There are a few mendatory 

sessions, which content were not extremely useful, but I did get to meet people straight away. 

QUEST (Queensland University Exchange SocieTy) introduced itself, and also had some activities 

during the first week. Quest is an organisation especially for exchange students, and they organise 

pub-nights, weekends away, etc. During O-week you could also get a student card, get a tour 

around campus, and more. 

Accommodation: 

The housing in Brisbane is very different from that in Utrecht. You can live in a college on the UQ 

St. Lucia campus. There are 10 different colleges, and all offer a room for students, you get 3 

meals a day in a cantine, some even do the cleaning I heard. They are expensive, but you are sure 

you have a room and live with students. The colleges are quite different (men or women only, for 

everyone, for internationals, etc.). I did not go to a college because I did not want to have all the 

meals catered (and have fixed lunch and dinner times) and I didn't want to pay that much for a 

room, and the campus is quite far from the city. UQ also offers student housing, such as urbanest, 

which is more in the city centre, and also only for students. It is less expensive than a college, but 

you can live together with 10 or 12 people and share 1 kitchen for example. I heard from someone 

who lived there that it was really nice. You can also find houses in the city yourselve, that is what I 

did. There are a lot of rooms available, but there are also a lot of people looking for rooms. This 

means that ads for rooms are online and often within a week a room is taken. Therefore I booked a 

hostel for my first week, and I replied to ads from about 1 week before I left. I used 2 fb pages: 

'inner city brisbane share houses'and 'west end share houses (brisbane australia)'. I replied to 

most of the houses the week before I left and on the first day I arrived, and I agreed to go to 7 

inspections in the first 3 days. You should never transfer money (like a deposit or the first rent) 

without having an inspection and meeting the people! It happens that people add fake houses on 

the internet. This doesn't happen often, but just make sure you have seen that it’s a real place. 

Also, don't say yes to the first or second house you visit, but visit a few. Then you can see what the 

options are, who are the nicest housemates and what the rules of the house are (do you have to 

stay for 6 months, or can you stay shorter, or can you sublease it if you go traveling, etc.). For me 

nice and friendly housemates are important, so inspections where non of the housemates were 

present were definetly a no-go. I found my house within 2 days after arriving in Brisbane, but some 

had to stay in hostels for 1.5 weeks. If you arrive 1 week before the O-week starts you can be sur 

you have a house before the real lectures start. 

Leisure/culture: 

Brisbane is a really nice city with lots to do. What I really liked about Brisbane is that it feels like it 

is not a huge city, as it has the relaxt vibe as a town. Every weekend there are many markets, such 

as the West End markets, Milton markets, even at UQ there is a market! There are also many clubs 

and societies at UQ. Go to the market day and have a look around at all the different clubs. My 

advice would be to join at least one club, so you can meet new people, do a sport or try something 

completely new. I used this semester to try out new sports (judo and mountain climbing), and at 

these clubs I met really nice people. It also helped to not get stuck in the 'international bubble', 

because it is easier to hang out with other international students than to meet Australians (as other 



internationals want to discover the city and it's surrounding country just like you. I had the idea 

that often Australian students were less interested in weekend trips as they have to work or have 

other things). At the sport clubs I met a lot of Australians, what I really liked as it helped me to 

understand the country better. Brisbane is a young city (as all Australian cities) which is growing 

very rapidly. There is heaps to do within the city and around it (see next part). 

Suggestions/tips: 

You will meet so many nice people in Brisbane, don't worry about getting lonely or getting bored! 

Some tips about places in Brisbane to get you started: South bank park lands, eat street markets, 

CBD, Mnt Coot-tha lookout and botanical gardens, Roma street parklands, etc. Outside of 

Brisbane: Visit the coastal towns Byron Bay and Noosa (don't forget a surfboard), rainforests 

Lamington national park and Springbrook national park, Glass house mountains, Stradbrook island 

(good to reach with public transport!), etc. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Definetly! UQ was a great place to study, and I learned a lot that I wouldn't have learned if I 

stayed in Utrecht. The education was of a goof level and the buildings were very nice. The courses 

with field trips were great as it increased my knowledge about the course and about Australia by 

experiencing it. 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Enjoy your time in Brisbane every minute, because it's over before you know! Try to discover the 

city and the area of South-East Queensland, it's beautiful! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Biological Sciences 

Level: X bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree programme: Biological Sciences 

Destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange X study/courses   work placement   field work   other 

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

12/02/2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 05/08/2017 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

The University of Queensland was my first choice. Mainly because I knew that Melbourne and 

Sydney were very popular destinations, but I truly believe Brisbane is an amazing city itself as well. 

I just hadn’t heard too much about it before. When I looked at last years’ reports and did some 

research, I figured that UQ has a beautiful campus with a lot of facilities and is located relatively 

close to the city centre, whereas other cities’ campuses are actually located in more rural areas 

outside of the city (plus the weather is always great here haha). Furthermore, UQ offered a lot of 

courses in my field of interest.  

Counselling/support at home university: 

During the exchange meeting a lot of important information was provided. Arranging your visa, 

part-time work, and student experiences are discussed. After this meeting it was helpful to 

maintain contact with the student exchange advisor. 

Academic preparation: 

There was no specific academic preparation that I had done. I think my grade average at the time I 

applied was 6.7. So the requirement of at least a 7.0 is not very strict. As long as you have a 

strong motivation you should be alright. 

Language preparation: 

I had already obtained a Cambridge English Level Test certificate of level C2, which is similar to 

CPE. Unfortunately, I’d completed this test four years ago, not meeting their requirements. 

Therefore I had to do another TOEFL exam and received a sufficient score to get accepted. 



Finances: 

I’ve been wanting to study abroad since the first year of my studies in the Netherlands. This 

allowed me to save enough money in the past three years.  

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

During the Orientation Week you can sign up for courses online. I started with 6 courses to see 

which ones I found most interesting and eventually dropped 3 of them. I only needed 2 courses to 

complete my Bachelor’s degree. In your first weeks you can make your own schedule by selecting 

the tutorial (the obligatory classes) dates and times that best suit you, which was very convenient. 

I changed a few courses that I first wanted to follow when I applied for the study abroad 

programme. This was not an issue at all. However, I would recommend emailing your study advisor 

from Utrecht University if these courses will be given credit. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The quality of education is generally good. I found that the content is slightly less difficult than at 

Utrecht University. However they do offer more information on how to write good research 

proposals, essays, posters etc. Also, the research tools in the labs were pretty fancy. Since 

domestic students actually pay a lot, UQ can afford it to have all these modern and advanced 

facilities compared to Utrecht University. 

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

They are a lot of student advisory services around, yet I didn’t really use them. 

Transfer of credits: 

At UQ you don’t really have to worry that you won’t receive credits for your courses. It is a well-

known University in the top 50 of the world. This should generally be alright, although you can 

always just email your Dutch study advisor to be confident. The actual transfer of credits hasn’t 

taken place yet, since the grades are not yet finalised.  

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

During the orientation are several information sessions arranged, from safety lessons to course 

enrolment and sports and social clubs. At the UQ market day are over 40 different clubs promoted. 

So you will definitely find something you like! 

Accommodation: 

I found a house with a friend from Utrecht who similarly got accepted to study at UQ. We spent the 

first days in a hostel. We emailed a few houses of UQ Rentals and the first house we visited was 

perfect. So after three days in the hostel we already found a house where who could move in 



together. The place was very convenient. It had a big garden and was very spacious and close to 

the supermarket, bus stop, ferry stop and train station. It was located in the suburb Toowong, 

which is in between the city centre and the campus. Another good suburb is West End. Finding 

accommodation in Brisbane is really easy and I wouldn’t recommend arranging it from the 

Netherlands. Here you can actually see the house and your housemates and decide afterwards. 

Leisure/culture: 

In Holland everyone looks forwards to soccer matches, but Australians actually live for rugby. A 

typical night out would be to watch a match in the Suncorps Stadium and go to a pub afterwards. 

Generally, nightlife starts a lot earlier here and people dress less casual than in Holland. House 

parties are very common here instead of just going out to the city. 

Suggestions/tips: 

Go to the QUEST pub nights every Wednesday! Also, renting a car and making road trips to the 

Sunshine Coast or the Gold Coast is a must-do. 

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Brisbane is surrounded by subtropical forests and the beach is one hour drive away, perfect for 

hiking and surfing. 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

Invest time to make friends during the first weeks. Make sure you’ll be a member of QUEST, the 

exchange student society. They plan pub nights every Wednesday and organise several trips. 

Everyone is excited to meet new people which makes it super easy to make friends. Also, UQ has a 

lot of other societies to be part of. I was also a member of UQ Surfers, which provided a perfect 

combination of chilling on the beach, surfing and parties. Don’t be afraid to sign up when you don’t 

have any experience with the sport itself, because there are many people who try it for the first 

time. 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 
Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 7000
exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information) / verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report)
www.uu.nl/students/exchange

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


Faculty/college: Humanities 
Level:  bachelor  master  PhD  other 

Name degree 
programme:

History 

Destination city & 
country  

Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange  study/courses   work placement   field work   other 
Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy)

15/02/2017 

Return date 
(dd/mm/yyyy)

12/06/2017 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

The first phase of the exchange application process was very enjoyable. You are expected to make a study plan 

(choose courses you would like to follow overseas), write a motivation letter in which you explicitly state why 

University of Queensland (UQ) has your preference, a financial plan for your overseas budget (Australia is very 

expensive, so I would strongly recommend this anyway) and finally pass a language test (either TOEFL or 

IELTS).  

Counselling/support at home university: 

I found the UU international office to be very helpful when I was unsure which action I had to undertake next 

with regards to the application process. So overall, the communication was pleasant. Especially Nyncke Kramer 

was very helpful in providing detailed information and answering my questions.  

The overall application process was quite bureaucratic, though. It could be that any exchange to a foreign 

university comes with a lot of bureaucracy, but I suspect that the country of destination, Australia, is very 

bureaucratic itself which adds up to the slow application process. The UQ exchange application team was slow to 

answer my e-mails and did not always answer my questions specifically.  

Academic preparation: 

Personally, I did not prepare myself academically (except for doing the TOEFL test). Most courses that UQ pre-

approves for international students are quite easy and don't require any requirements to start following.  

Language preparation: 

I prepared myself language wise by doing the mandatory TOEFL test (you can also choose other language tests). 

I found the test to be very easy and thus scored high. I believe you only have to score 89 out of 120 points, which 

shouldn't be a problem, even if your English skills are average.  

Though I would recommend to at least practice their old tests on their website. 

Finances: 



Australia is a very expensive country. Be prepared to adjust yourself for living costs that can be as high as 1.5 to 

2 times more expensive then in the Netherlands. Especially rent (200-300 Australian dollars per week is very 

common) and food such as fresh vegetables are very expensive. I would recommend anyone to be extra picky in 

supermarkets in order to save some money. Also be prepared for tourist hot spot activities to be extremely 

expensive. Although the high expences, I still think these activities are worth the money so try to save your 

money in other areas such as alcochol and food expences. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

Overall I'm quite positive about the content and the organisation of the UQ courses. You can find most 

information on Blackboard and a lot of teachers will also send this information to your UQ student mail in order 

to make sure you are updated properly. Although the organisation of courses is good, it's not as good as I'm used 

to at UU. For example, in my UQ courses teachers only used PowerPoints during lectures whereas at UU 

PowerPoints are also often used during tutorials which adds up to the overall structure of a course. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

The academic quality of the UQ courses is comparable to Dutch standards. Generally, the courses go in depth 

and there is a very open and critical attitude during tutorials in which discussion between students and teachers is 

promoted.  

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Unfortunately, I had a very negative experience with the counselling/support at UQ. Due to my mother-in-law's 

death during my exchange, I had problems focusing on my studies. Instead of receiving a warm and supportive 

attitude, UQ did the exact opposite. Due to this personal issue I applied for extension for a couple of 

assignments. Unlike UU, where you just e-mail your teacher and course coordinator to arrange extension, UQ 

makes you go through a ridiculously unfriendly and bureaucratic process where you have to apply for extension 

at a specially designed department. I had to fill in a lot of forms and answer a lot of sensitive, personal questions. 

They even made me go visit a doctor where I had to get a medical certificate to prove my circumstances. All 

throughout this process the administration gave me the feeling that they either didn't believe me or didn't want to 

believe me. Also frustrating was the fact that during this process I was being kept uncertain about whether my 

extension requests were being approved or not. This contributed to the fact that I didn't pass any of my courses. 

In the corresponding e-mails the staff didn't show any sympathy whatsoever. All they ever did was refer back to 

their insensible bureaucratic procedures. In one instance they gave me a new, cynical deadline: the new deadline 

was the day before I informed about this "extension". Being unsatisfied about this decision, I went through the 

UQ's student grievances process in order to make them repeal this decision. The reply was in line with their 

earlier attitude of suspicion and disbelief. They supported the extension decision and told me that some mark 

penalties were reasonable and fair. After a long and exhausting process (in which I eventually also contacted the 

International Student Advisor, who helped me a little but not sufficient) I did receive extension for two 

assignments. However, at this point I was so stressed and unmotivated by this whole encounter that I felt too 

paralysed to finish the assignments. Unfortunately, the UQ's seems to think that fearmongering and pressuring 



students and an unhealthy obsession with unthoughtful bureaucratic rules are a good approach to  help vulnerable 

students apply for extension. 

Transfer of credits: 

0 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

Although the UQ communication before arriving in Australia was quite bad, the organisation at the UQ campus 

complex itself was much better. I would strongly recommend students to participate in O-week (introduction 

week). There are plenty of events that help you feel comfortable at UQ and Australia in general such as a campus 

tour, ICT courses, a beach safety session and leisure activities. 

Accommodation: 

I got very lucky here. I have family living in Brisbane and through their connections I was able to secure a very 

comfortable apartment, just a 10-minute walk for the campus. I shared it with another Dutch student. 

Leisure/culture: 

Brisbane and Australia in general are absolutely amazing. There are a lot of things to do in Brisbane. I 

recommend South Bank (an artificial beach in the city center), Mount Koot-Tha (lookout point) and the Lone 

Pine Koala Sanctuary. Although Brisbane is an amazing city, the real beauties are located outside the city. 

Queensland's natural environment with its exotic animals (koalas, kangaroos and much more) and nature scenes 

(such as Fraser Island, Stradbroke Island, Tamborine and Cairns surroundings) are absolutely stunning.  

Suggestions/tips: 

- Fraser island

- Daintree forest

- Cape tribulation

- Cairns

- Sunshine coast

- Gold coast

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

I would absolutely recommend anyone to study in Australia and even UQ, despite my own negative experience 

with them. Just be ready to accept the bureaucratic system in case something unfortunate happens to you.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

No. 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 
Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 7000
exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information) / verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report)
www.uu.nl/students/exchange

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


UU Study Abroad Report Form

Faculty/college: Faculty of Social Sciences 

Level: Bachelor 

Name degree programme: Psychology 

Destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

Name host institution 
and/or 
company/organisation 

University of Queensland 

Purpose of exchange Study/courses  

Departure date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

10/02/2017 

Return date (dd/mm/yyyy) 07/07/17 

Preparation 

Exchange/placement application process: 

The application process was quite easy. There are many exchange students at the University of 

Queensland, so they have a lot of experience taking care of them. The process itself is pretty 

straightforward, if you have some trouble you can always ask the University for help but I reckon 

that wouldn’t be necessary that often. 

Counselling/support at home university: 

I didn’t ask many questions but they could always help me with the ones I’ve asked. Nyncke 

Kramer was my UU exchange counsellor and she was really nice and fast with her answers. 

Academic preparation: 

I chose to widen my academic landscape and do three courses from different faculties at the 

University of Queensland. My experience was very good, I really liked to do all different kinds of 

subjects. It was sometimes a bit hard in terms of teaching and testing methods since I had to 

adjust to a new faculty as well as to a different country. But in the long run it was definitely worth 

it. Other than that, the level of the Australian academics and Holland is pretty similar. I think it 

more or less depends on the field you study rather than differences between the universities as a 

whole.  

Language preparation: 

If you speak English you’re settled. It only took me a while to get used to real Aussies. If they 

really speak with a strong accent it might be a bit hard to follow them.   

Finances: 

Australia is expensive. Don’t get me wrong -it is totally worth it- but it is expensive. It really 

depends on the amount of trips you’re planning to do and the travelling after the semester. I spend 



around 12,000 euros in 5 months, but you can definitely be cheaper if you know how to be sensible 

with money. 

Study/placement abroad period 

Study programme/work plan (concerning content and organisational issues): 

As an exchange student, you can choose from all courses that are exchange student pre-approved 

(there are quite a lot of them). If you want to do a course that isn’t exchange student pre-

approved, just sent a mail to the course coordinator and my experience is that they are generally 

quite approving to exchange students that want to do a course. 

Academic quality of education/placement activities: 

As I have said before, I think the level of education is quite similar to universities in Holland. There 

are level 1,2 and 3 courses, where a level 1 is the easiest and a level 3 is the hardest. A 7 means 

that is it a master course.   

Counselling/support at host institution/organisation: 

Never been there, but from others I heard they really want to help you. 

Transfer of credits: 

The University of Queensland sends the academic transcript to the home university. Nothing to 

worry about that one. 

Student life 

Welcome/orientation programme: 

At the beginning of the semester there is an introduction week. I studied from February to June, 

not sure if there is also an introduction week for people starting in semester two (July-November). 

The introduction week was pretty useful in terms of getting to know the university and some 

important stuff about Australia (e.g. working, housing etc.).  

Accommodation: 

I arrived in Brisbane two weeks before the introduction week started, so on the 10th of February. I 

didn’t book an accommodation before I came here. That was a good choice because I was pretty 

surprised how easy it was to find accommodation. I would definitely recommend searching on the 

UQ site for rooms and apartments and on the Facebook group “Inner City Brisbane Share Houses”. 

After a few days I found my room, located in the suburb Toowong (10 minutes from the campus) 

and in an old Queenslander (the scenic houses they used to build).  

Leisure/culture: 

Did a lot of travelling. It’s just so cool to see Australia and Brisbane is located perfectly between the 

Gold Coast and the Sunshine Coast. Furthermore I joined the student beachvolleyball club, best 

decision I have made during my time in Brisbane. All such chill people and playing beachvolleyball 

in a city where the sun shines 300 days a year and where winter is a relaxing 22 degrees is just 

perfect.  

Suggestions/tips: 

Make the most out of your time that you’re here you can do. Sounds like a cliché but in practice it 

just means be open to meet new people. For me it really helped to join QUEST (the international 

exchange students society) and UQBVC (student beachvolleyball club) for meeting new people and 

becoming friends. At last, you are here on exchange. Don’t worry too much about money or grades, 



just enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime experience and you will be fine.  

Conclusions 

Would you recommend this host organisation/destination to others? Please explain: 

Yeah I would definitely recommend Brisbane and the University of Queensland. The city itself has 

such a good vibe and the University of Queensland is just a really good University, simple as that. 

An exchange semester feels like a holiday that just keeps on going and going. It was such a great 

experience where I met so many amazing people. I would recommend it 10/10! 

Do you have any additional advice or comments?: 

If anyone has any questions about Brisbane or UQ, I would love to answer them! 

Contact details Student Services / International Office 
Visitors’ address: Bestuursgebouw, Heidelberglaan 6, Utrecht 
+31-(0)30-253 7000
exchange@qdesk.uu.nl (information) / verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl (report)
www.uu.nl/students/exchange

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange
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