
page 1 of 3 

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor’s 

name study programme AUS: Exchange - diverse courses, NL: Media and Culture 

destination city & country 
Brisbane, Australia 

how did you travel to and 

from your destination? 

By plane, with a layover at Singapore 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 16 / 02 /2020   (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 30 /06 / 2020   (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process in Utrecht was relatively easy and straightforward. The people working at the 

International Office were very clear in their expectations. The web page explaining the process step by step was 

helpful too. If you are not sure about the financial side of your exchange, I highly recommend going to the extra 

seminar on finances, because it really helps you put everything in perspective.  

Tip: UU does not have an agent so you can skip that step in UQ’s application process. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

See box above. 

academic preparation 

Before applying for an exchange you need to make sure the courses you are planning to take have been 

approved by your current program. This was very easy since you can just look your designated person up on the 

UU website and email them to make an appointment. I personally chose some courses that were discontinued at 

the time of my exchange but this was not a problem.    

language preparation 

UQ has very strict rules about your language preparation. I was lucky enough that they still accepted my high 

school diploma, for it ‘expires’ after five years. If you received an eight or higher in English at VWO within the last 

five years you can just upload your diploma. Many of my friends there had to take (expensive) additional tests.  

finances 

Australia is very expensive so you really need to consider if you can pay for it. 

If you are not sure about the financial side of your exchange, I highly recommend going to the extra seminar on 

finances, because it really helps you put everything in perspective. You will receive a template for your finances 

that is easy to use and the ‘teacher’ will help you with it.    

Contact exchange@uu.nl if you want to get into 
contact with one of our students. 
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(interrupted) STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

welcome & orientation programme 

The orientation program was not what I expected. You are not put in a group of students which means that you 

have to explore campus on your own and meet people yourself. Of course, that is not a big problem but be 

prepared to have to get up to people yourself instead of being introduced to people.  

The introduction program was a bit boring too since there were only a few tours and a market day. I do 

recommend going to the market as it is a great way to sign up for clubs and collect goodies ;). The clubs are a 

great way to meet new people in the first few weeks and almost all of my friends I met at these meetings. The 

meetings of most clubs are relaxed, cheap and cater to your interests, which is probably what you want.  

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I wasn’t a part of a specific study program, I took diverse courses which meant that I did not have a specific 

introduction. But, from what I’ve heard, those introduction seminars were the same as the ones all 

internationals have to do.  

academic quality of education activities 

I usually compare UQ’s education to HBO education in The Netherlands, as it is far more practical and less 

academically orientated. Of course, you still have you write your papers and do your assignments but the 

projects are much more focussed on ‘real world’ projects. For example, in one of the first weeks I had to write a 

journalistic article, and create two media outputs.    

transfer of credits 

I’ve not yet received my final grades. 

CORONAVIRUS CONSEQUENCES 

support guidance of host university 

My host university was very clear in their communications. Most of my teachers contacted me individually to 

check in on me, and they were very understanding when I needed some time to transition back into normal life 

in The Netherlands. Once I was offered an extension on an assignment because the whole situation was 

overwhelming me.  

support guidance of home university 

To be honest, the communication from UU seemed a bit frantic to me. I understand that those were uncertain 

times but demanding all international students to return home was a bit premature in my opinion. Australia has, 

since the start of the pandemic, been better off than The Netherlands and many dutch students were of the 

opinion that they were better off in Australia (in many respects). My decision to return home was eventually 

based on the fact that all my friends had returned home and there was no way to meet new ones.    

However, the International office did accommodate very well in offering information regarding the exchange. 

The fact that you could get compensation for your extra expenses was very helpful as flights had become 

extremely expensive.  

online offer and quality of digital courses 
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Before the Australian corona restrictions UQ shut down for a week to prepare for online courses. This 

preparation worked as there was a very smooth transition to digital lectures and seminars. The library and 

campus remained open which helped with staying in the workflow.  

Back in the Netherlands, online courses were a bit more difficult to attend due to the time difference. It was hard 

to do group projects as the members were located all over the world. Nonetheless, we pulled through and in the 

end I feel like the educational quality did not suffer.   

suggestions/tips on digital exchange 

Be mindful of the time difference. I primarily had to attend lectures and seminars during the night, which really 

messed with my sleeping schedule. I’ve heard of people who were able to switch seminars to suit their time 

zone.   

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I would. Australia is beautiful and Brisbane in particular. The city is both modern and old, and very spacious 

but at the same time cozy (gezellig). The UQ campus is beautiful! It is build in a classical style and there are many 

spaces to hang out in between classes. The clubs affiliated with the university are very active and give you an 

opportunity to meet new friends and go on trips.    

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I recommend not getting a place before going there and arriving a week before uni starts (or earlier of course). In 

one week you will for certain have found a room that is probably cheaper than the ones you will find online 

before your arrival. ‘Official’ student housing is very very expensive and there are great alternatives that are just 

as nice.  

Tip: before leaving, check out the neighborhoods so you know where to look for a place. I recommend South 

Bank and West End as they are located in between the city and campus. Plus, everything is relatively close by, 

housing is relatively cheap and those are very typical Australian hippy neighborhoods.  



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Medicine 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Biomedical Sciences 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 15 / 07 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 16 / 11 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process for my exchange was pretty straight forward. After I attended the orientation 

presentation given at one of my courses, I decided that going abroad sounded like a very exciting experience, 

that also would give more worth to my bachelor’s degree. Very early on I knew that my preference pick was the 

University of Queensland, because Australia sounded the most exciting for me to go to and this university offers 

very interesting courses on the topic of Biomedical Sciences. I composed my study plan with the courses I 

wanted to do and a motivation letter, submitted these to the university and waited for the message to whether I 

was allowed to go. Eventually I got the thumbs up, which meant that I could apply to the host university itself 

and after this was all done and handled, I was set to go to Australia for the first semester of 2019-2020. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I made minimal use of the available counselling and support at the university. I went to an informational session 

with someone from the international office for this particular part of the world (Australia & New Zealand) at 

which some global information about us going abroad was given, for example about culture shock, or housing. 

This session was also a Q&A session with two students who already went on exchange and had “just” returned, 

so we could ask them about topics we worried about as well. 

academic preparation 

Academically, there was not much preparation to be done for me, I had to get my study plan approved by the 

examination committee of my faculty, which was done by only sending in the plan and having a conversation 

with one of the representatives about it. 

language preparation 

No language preparations were needed either, because I am quite comfortable in English, as a result of it being 

taught from a young age and all my study material only being available in English. 

finances 

For a financial plan I relied heavily on my parents. They saved a substantial sum for me to use during my 

studies, which I decided to use for the purpose of going abroad. Also, I saved up for my travels myself at the job 

a have next to my studies at the UU. I looked up what the average cost of living was in Brisbane and calculated 

whether what I had set aside would cover it, which it did. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 



During the semester I was in Brisbane, I attended four courses, which were being taught simultaneously. We 

had to register for these courses during our application, but we also had to register for specific tutoring groups 

(=werkgroepen). Every course had a different time at which the admission opened for these different timeslots, 

so I did miss some of my preferential timeslots, because you had to be very aware of when to log in and 

register. Also, there was one course I attended, which contains field trips. We had to register for them as well, 

and it could occur that a fieldtrip was fully booked, while there were more students who wanted to attend. 

Also, the costs of the field trips ended up being higher than I initially expected.  

academic quality of education activities 

The education at the University of Queensland was outstanding, in my opinion. A commonly heard phrase when 

talking about studying abroad is that often the courses abroad are much easier than those here in the 

Netherlands. This was absolutely not the case in Brisbane. I really feel like the courses I attended helped me 

further my studies. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I did not require any counselling or support when I was abroad, so I cannot really give a good representation, 

but of what I have heard at different occasions is that the student affairs department at the University of 

Queensland is very involved, if you need their services. 

transfer of credits 

Of one of the courses I attended, I already knew that I would not receive any credits for it, because there would 

be too much overlap with the courses I attend here in Utrecht. I still attended that course, because it teaches 

the exact subject matter I want to get into in my further studies. The rest of my credits, I forgot to transfer at 

first, but after noticing and taking action, there were no problems in getting these transferred to the UU. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The orientation at UQ is one week of informational seminars, activities, student markets, free food and tours 

around campus. You can plan it yourself, so that it is tailored to what you want/need to know about student life 

at UQ. 

accommodation 

I came to Australia with a booking at a hostel for 4 nights, in the weekend before the orientation week started. I 

did this because it is nearly impossible to secure accommodation, that is not affiliated with the university. Those 

facilities gave a guaranteed accommodation, but also cost almost double to what I ended up paying for my 

room. I lived in the suburb West End, which is right in between the business centre of Brisbane and the campus. 

I found this house (in which I had three other housemates) through another Dutch girl that was about to start a 

semester at UQ, who stayed at the same hostel as me. She secured a viewing through gumtree, which is sort of 

a mix of “Marktplaats”, “Funda” and “bol.com”. As she went to this viewing, I tagged along and we secured 

ourselves a room in that house that evening. In Brisbane the need for housing is a lot less dire than in Utrecht, 

so I did not worry whether I would find a room, eventually I would find a place. It just came a bit easier than 

expected. 

leisure & culture 

I joined the University of Queensland sailing club “UQ sail” which has drinks every Wednesday and activities 

almost every weekend, ranging from low-key sailing lessons on a small catamaran, to a long weekend trip to an 

island where we camped on the beach and sailed the whole day. This is where I met the lot of my Australian 

friends, we got quite close with the executives of the club. 



Next to UQ sail, I also joined “Quest”, which is the international student association of Brisbane (so not only UQ 

students). Through here I met my international friends, because just as UQ sail, Quest has pub nights on 

Wednesdays and organises a big trip to Byron bay at the beginning of the semester. 

We also had access to a car while staying in Brisbane, so me and my roommates spent days driving through the 

backcountry, to neighbouring villages or driving up to trailheads to go on hikes. This I would really recommend 

because the Australian flora and fauna is so different to that of Europe, so we were amazed the whole time. 

suggestions/tips 

My absolute recommendation is to gather some friends and drive (if no access to a car, you can always take a 

greyhound bus) up to Noosa for a weekend. This is a little beach town on the border of a beautiful national 

park, so there is nice scenery, but you can also have a great beach day all in the same weekend. 

If making friends abroad seems a little daunting, my biggest tip is to just go to social events during the 

orientation week. Do sign up for quest and go to their pub nights, Do talk to the people next to you in 

informational sessions. Almost everyone came to Australia on their own and are just as eager to find friends or 

at least someone to talk to as you. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I would very much recommend the University of Queensland in Brisbane. Because the university 

experience, like the classes, the quality of the campus, and the facilities and services were great. Combined with 

Brisbane being just a nice place to live, not too hectic (which is nice, considering the experience of going on 

exchange can be hectic itself), but nice all the same with enough possibilities to enjoy yourself, makes this a 

great destination to go study abroad. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Medicine 

level  bachelor’s 

name study programme Biomedical sciences 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 15 / 07 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 15 / 11 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was fairly easy, but I had to take an IELTS test to prove that my English was good 
enough for me to be able to study in Australia. Only after taking this test and providing the results to the 
university, I received a confirmation of enrolment, which I needed to apply for a visa. Also, it is mandatory to 
get health insurance before you can even apply for a student visa. The University of Queensland offers an easy 
option to get insurance, without you having to look for it online. I recommend to just arrange your health 
insurance via UQ and you won’t have to worry about it. If you want to go traveling after the semester, make 
sure you get travel insurance.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The introduction was nice, and the UU counsellors were always there to answer any questions. 

academic preparation 

I did not need to prepare myself academically; I had to earn a certain amount of ECTs before being able to go 

on exchange, but I knew that before applying.  

language preparation 

I had to take an IELTS test to prove my English was good enough to study at UQ; personally I did not prepare 

because I knew my English was already at an academic level. 

finances 

Rent in Brisbane is very expensive. You need to spend at least €450 per month on rent. Food costs about as 

much as in the Netherlands, but going out to drink alcohol is significantly more expensive. Going out for dinner 

is cheaper than in the Netherlands. It all really depends on how much you like to go out, go on weekends away 

etc. You can make it as expensive as you want, but in general you’ll have more fun if you have a more flexible 

budget. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I studied the following courses: 

- Microbiology & immunology

- Australia’s terrestrial environment

- Nutrition & exercise

- Developmental psychology



It was very nice to be able to choose ‘random’ courses that I found interesting, and it really gave me a chance to 

develop myself!  

academic quality of education activities 

Overall good! 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Very good! They are very determined to keeping students happy and let you know where you can go for 

counselling/support. 

transfer of credits 

UQ provides a very easy system so you can access your grades on an official document and provide them to 

your own Exam Committee. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Very well organised; UQ makes sure to make students feel at home. 

accommodation 

Not hard to find accommodation, but generally very expensive. Shared rooms are very common and the 

student accommodations that are on campus are the most expensive, although their prices also include food. 

Most of the students living on campus are international students that are there for a whole program, not just a 

semester. 

leisure & culture 

The culture is similar to that in the Netherlands, I didn’t have any ‘culture shock’. But it was interesting to learn 

about Aboriginal people, although I never saw them in Brisbane (these cultures are very separated). 

suggestions/tips 

Brisbane has lots of national parks and beautiful nature nearby, so make sure to visit once in a while! Also, the 

sunshine coast, gold coast and Stradbroke island are worth visiting and not far from Brisbane (also it’s easy to 

go there without having a car). Also attend some clubs; UQ has a lot of clubs and international students are very 

welcome to join them! It’s a very good way to meet new people and make friends. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes! I’ve had a great experience at UQ. They organise everything well; lectures are recorded, professors are 

professional and are easy to approach; the campus is a beautiful place which instantly makes you feel at home; 

Brisbane itself is a great city to live in. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Science 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Biology 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 22 / 07 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 16 / 11 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I think the application process in Utrecht was really smooth and easy. Of course, there is a lot you have to get 

arranged, but all the information is there and if you need any help the student centre or your regions coordinator 

are there to help. Once you are accepted for your exchange at Utrecht you also need to complete your 

application at the exchange university. This part was a little more complex, but I got lots of help from my region 

coordinator. Every University has a different process and a different site so it is hard to give any tips on this, but 

just make sure to be on time with approval for your documents, because that might take a while. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

All really easy, there will be some gatherings in advance of your semester to get prepare and I went to student 

services a couple times with questions, which they could either answer immediately or would sent them 

through to the person who knew more about it and I would receive an answer within some days.  

academic preparation 

I sat down with my tutor to reorganize my study plan a bit and see how everything fit and also discussed this 

with my study’s coordinator.  

language preparation 

I went to Australia, so the only language I needed to know was English. I had my Cambridge certificate that 

needed to be approved, which took a while and sent me into some distress, because if they wouldn’t approve I 

would have to take another English proficiency test. That, of course, would cost me some unforeseen money, I 

would have to prepare, take the test, sent the results in and wait for approval again. It luckily didn’t happen to 

me but, again I would like to warn you to be on time and have your documents ready. 

finances 

I saved up before going to Australia, because I wasn’t sure yet if I wanted or could work during my semester. It 

all worked out fine for me, except for that my bank wouldn’t let me have a credit card if I didn’t have a steady 

income(? Which is no student so look into this). We did find our way around it by applying for a card on my 

name on my parents account for the first week. Of course, I had to pay this back, but it is so much cheaper to 

have a credit card and avoid all the fees. When I got there I immediately applied for a Australian account with 

Commonbank, which I found really easy (there is a branch on campus). I just transferred money from my Dutch 

account to my Australian account with transferwise, this has really low fees (lowest with ideal!) and is easy to 

use.  

I found that during the semester and living in Brisbane, I could manage my money very well. Accommodation 

and just living costs are more expensive then here but it is doable. The biggest impact on my wallet was after 

the semester when I went traveling with friends. You might need airplane tickets, accommodation, transport, 



food, money for activities. Well, it is just a lot so think about saving up a lot or ask your parents to borrow some 

from them which you can pay back later. 

p.s. I didn’t work while I was there, so I will just have to work now that I am back to thicken my account a bit

again because it is mostly gone.

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I assembled my own programme and later changed it again. I had a problem with a course that was given as 

both a master and a bachelor course and I chose the wrong code when I signed up. This was a bit of a problem 

but teachers will help and there is a lot of info on when the deadlines for the courses are and what to do when 

you have a problem. 

academic quality of education activities 

I have to be honest and say that I found studying in Brisbane pretty hard. The material and lectures were all fine 

and the level of education is not higher than in Utrecht I would think, but there are so few contact hours and 

the contact hours that I had were all lectures. That means there were no supporting seminars or anything really 

which I found hard to work with. I think that is just because I like a lot of guidance and contact hours like 

seminars or practicals really push me to work with the material and they were just not there. So you need to be 

able to motivate yourself really well. Also take into account that you will have all four subjects at the same time. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Really easy, they will tell you all about it in the compulsory orientation lecture. You can make a appointment 

online and choose who you want to talk to if you have multiple appointments or just let them pick someone. 

They can help you with mental health, any exam adjustments if you need them and much more. If you have any 

trouble with finding your way don’t hesitate to just walk in and ask.  

transfer of credits 

Have to do that after this so actually no idea 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the orientation week there is a programme with certain activities or lectures you need to follow as an 

international student about safety in Australia (which covers everything from deadly snakes to driving on the 

left) and how the university and all their systems work. There are also tons of other things to go to like speed 

friending and eating a traditional aussie barbeque, which I will leave as a surprise to you. I would check out the 

quest stand and the uqu members stand since both gave me a lot of joy from being a member with them. 

accommodation 

During the first days in Brisbane I stayed at a hostel. I didn’t want to live in a student flat (which usually are 

what you find online if you want to organize something before you arrive), because it is often a contract of six 

months, more expensive and not as personal. So, I chose to find my house via the site Flatmates. On here you 

can post a sort of ad for yourself as a potential housemate and others can post ads with rooms they have free in 

their houses. It is really useful, since you can react on room ads and other people can react to your housemate 

ad. If you plan on finding your room like this I would highly suggest arriving at least a week before orientation 

starts so there are still some rooms available and you have some time to move in. Another tip is to start looking 

at some rooms on the website in advance, so you can maybe setup some inspections. Communication via 

Flatmates itself is laid-back and informal which makes it really nice in my opinion.  



I had had a couple inspections before I found a house I liked, but when I did I moved in the same day and had a 

really really good time in my house and with my housemates for the rest of the semester. My house was 

located in the South Brisbane/South Bank area just a short walk from both the Streets beach and the heart of 

West End, overall a really nice area to stay in. From here I usually took a bus to the uni and back or I would 

swap that to take the ferry and have a nice boat ride if I had the time.  

leisure & culture 

I found it very easy to find my way of living in Australia. One thing that makes it so easy is that there is barely a 

language or culture barrier. Of course, it is very different living so far away from home, speaking English all the 

time and surviving in a place that doesn’t feel yours yet, but people are easy to talk to and always happy to 

help. If you get the chance to watch a footie (or AFL) game with some Aussies please do not let this chance go, 

here I learned a lot of stuff about their culture and slang.  

In my free time I usually hung out with friends and this was often at the streets beach/city lagoon/south bank 

pool (its all the same thing) to get a little tan or cool off in the water. Most of my Wednesday evenings were 

spent with pre-drinks, games and eventually the Quest party’s.  

In the beginning of the semester we had a couple weekend trips to Noosa, Byron Bay, Gold Coast and 

Stradbroke Island. All of these destinations are super easy to get to with public transport and even easier by car. 

Totally recommend doing a couple trips with your friends and have some fun before the stress of finals gets to 

you.  

suggestions/tips 

I loved being a member of the Quest society, they organize a lot of activities in the beginning of the year so that 

all the internationals can get to know each other. I would say: go on the Byron Bay trip, I made friends for the 

semester there and I already went to visit some in Scandinavia that I met there, so probably friends for life (I 

hope). I do have to say that the evenings are centred around going out and drinking, but if you don’t feel like 

joining then just do your thing and you will get to experience Byron Bay in a fit and non-hungover state which 

the others might be jealous of. Otherwise the beach is a perfect spot to sit out your hangover and enjoy the 

waves and sun.  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes I do, Brisbane is a very liveable city and is surrounded by beautiful nature which can be reached with just a 

day or weekend trip. The weather is of course very appealing and nice although in my cause the lack of rain and 

the presence of warmth turned into the horrible fires that have been going on since September (already six 

months now). The culture is not too far from ours so there was not a big culture shock for me. The university in 

my opinion gives you a lot of freedom so be aware of that, I found out during my semester that I need way 

more guidance and I am looking forward to starting my school in Utrecht again. So, you have to be able to 

motivate yourself and study even though the weather is so nice and there are so many fun things to do. It is just 

a different way of learning that didn’t work well for me, but the university is great. They care a lot about their 

students and organise a lot of things to get a high involvement with everyone which I found very welcoming.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

This might be a very general comment for anyone who thinks about going abroad for a semester or longer: You 

might feel a bit alone, even if you’ve made new friends and talk to everyone at home, sometimes it is just all a 

bit overwhelming and that is okay. Just talk to your new friends or anyone at home or maybe tell student 

services how you feel, because they can help you with anything really. It’s all normal and I thought I didn’t need 

it, but I did. And it is worth it to tell someone, and I mean you learn from the whole experience, it is an 

adventure on a whole new level. Get out there, get to know yourself. 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Social Sciences 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 24 / 06 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 20 / 01 / 2020  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

When I started the process I didn’t know where I wanted to go. I did know I wanted to go to a country with 

beautiful nature and I also preferred an English speaking country, so Australia was the perfect match! I hadn’t 

heard about Brisbane before, but I am really glad I chose this city! The University of Queensland is known to be a 

good university and it has a lot of choice in courses. After I figured out I wanted to go here I spend most of my 

time writing my motivation letter. It is important to start the application process on time, especially if you have 

questions about the universities or the application process. I started quite late and it would have saved me a lot 

of stress if I had done it earlier.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The counselling and support at Utrecht was good! I was pretty late with some questions and they were really 

fast to answer me, which was really nice. Also the meeting we had with everyone going to the same university 

was really helpful, you get a lot of information and you can ask any questions you have. 

academic preparation 

The courses at UQ are at the same level or easier than the courses at UU, so I didn’t have to do any preparation 

for that. Only thing you have to think about when going on exchange is how it will fit into your bachelor 

program. I wanted to go on exchange, but I also wanted to do a minor at UU, so I chose to do an extra bachelor 

year. If you want to do it in three years you need start planning your exchange early.  

language preparation 

I had to do the IELTS or TOEFL test. I chose the TOEFL test since I could do this one sooner.  English was never 

difficult for me but when I was done I didn’t have a good feeling about it, especially since everyone says it is 

really easy and I felt like I could have done better. But when I got the results back I got a really high score. So 

don’t worry about the test! 

finances 

Australia is expensive, but I think the difference between the Netherlands and Australia is not that big! The 

cinema for example is super cheap (go to the one in South Bank) and also public transport is very cheap 

compared to the Netherlands! The rent however is very expensive and they state the rent per week, not per 

month so pay attention to that.  Also alcohol is not cheap, but if you go to a liquor store you can usually find 

some cheap wine or beer! The cheapest drink you can get is goon, which is a bag of wine (4 or 5 liters)  for 10 

dollars (not really good though). Be sure to safe up enough money if you want to do a lot of activities and go on 

weekend trips!  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 



study programme (content and organisational issues) 

In the beginning I chose 4 courses. For me, these were all extra courses, so when I was following them I chose 

to drop one of them because I didn’t like it and this gave me more time to do fun activities. You can sign up for 

courses when you arrive at UQ (you don’t have to do it upfront). You have all the courses at the same time.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of the courses is about the same level as those of UU, I thought some were even easier. They have a 

lot of lessons and activities about academic issues (such as writing, reading, APA style) in orientation week. The 

UQ website also provides a lot of information about these things.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

They have a lot of support services for students, however I didn’t use any of them. 

transfer of credits 

I haven’t transferred my credits yet. You will receive an email with all the information about this from UU at the 

end of the semester.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UQ has a lot of activities the first two weeks. Some are especially for exchange students, I went to a lot of these 

activities and this way I met a lot of nice people! Also the international student lounge is nice to hang out when 

you feel alone or want to meet new people.  

accommodation 

I had a room in a house in South Bank. I would definitely recommend living here! It is called South Bank Villas 

and it had a lot of exchange students living there. One of the best decisions I made, I met so many nice and fun 

people because of it! However, if you have a low budget for rent it might be a bit too expensive. I found it 

through a site called “Flatmates”. This site has a lot of accommodation options! Housing is very different from 

Utrecht, in Brisbane they really want to sell the room to you instead of you selling yourself to them. I didn’t 

book anything before I came to Brisbane because I was told it is pretty easy to find something. I think this is 

true, but I would recommend going to Brisbane a few days before the orientation week starts so you have 

enough time to find something. I really loved living in South Bank, it has a bus station and train station and it is 

also very close to the city beach, the river and lots of restaurants. Another area I would recommend living in is 

West End. I would not recommend living on campus, unless you have class every day. It is so much nicer to live 

in the city!  

leisure & culture 

Brisbane is such a nice city to live in! It has a relaxed vibe, which I really like. It has nice parks, botanic gardens, a 

city beach, the river, very nice restaurants and fun clubs/bars! The weather is also super nice all year around. I 

was there in the winter and it was still around 22 degrees with sunshine during the day. Go to the many 

markets or eat street in the weekend! You can also go on many daytrips to national parks or the sunshine and 

gold coast.  

UQ also had a lot of sport and student societies! Go to the market on campus and find a society that fits you. 

This is also a nice way to meet Australian people.  

suggestions/tips 

Definitely join QUEST! It is such a great organisation for international students. They organize a lot of activities 

like weekend trips (go on the Byron Bay trip!), parties and they have pub night every week in a different bar. 

This way you can see and meet people every week and you get to know most of the pubs/clubs in Brisbane!  



It’s also super fun to go on weekend trips with friends! What we always did is go with a big group and rent a big 

house with all of us. Definitely go to Noosa, it was my favorite spot! 

You also have a lot of free time after the semester since the one in Australia starts earlier than the semester in 

Utrecht. Before I went on exchange I wanted to be back before Christmas, but I would recommend staying 

longer! You have so much time for travelling after the semester ends. I also didn’t plan anything beforehand, 

which was a good decision because I ended up travelling with so many new people I had met during exchange!  

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes I would definitely recommend this university and especially Brisbane! I’m really happy I went here, it was 

the best! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Don’t be afraid to contact anyone you don’t really know, everyone is alone and looking for friends! In the 

beginning you might feel a bit lonely, but for me this changed really fast in the first few days because it is so 

easy to make friends!  

If you have any questions or want any more tips don’t hesitate to contact me! 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college      Bèta-science 

level X bachelor’s ☐ master’s

name study programme      Biology 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad      University of Queensland 

start date      16 / 07  /   2018   (dd/mm/yyyy)

end date      17 /    11  /    2018  (dd/mm/yyyy)

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

     The exchange application process was pretty straight-forward. When you go to the UU-webpage you can 

search for “studying abroad”, after that a screen pops up with all the steps you need to make in order to make an 

application. Everything is described clearly, so for me it was easy to complete my application. The only thing you 

need to make sure is that you start on time! For some forms you need a signature of your study-advisor, so make 

sure to make an appointment with him/her  on time in which you can discuss your study plan. You will only get a 

signature if he/she is in agreement with your study plan.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

     Within UU there are several persons you can approach in case you need any help with your exchange 

application. First, you can contact your study-advisor. Next to this, there is a study-abroad office. They can give 

you an answer to (almost) all of your questions. 

academic preparation 

     I think it differs for each study what kind of academic requirements there are in order to be eligible to 

make an application. All these requirements are also easy accessible through the UU-webpage. I did not do any 

academic preparations other than meeting the requirements. 

language preparation 

     The University of Queensland requires you to meet the English language requirements. This can either 

be done by scoring a grade of  8 or higher in your final year of English VWO, or by taking the TOEFL- or IELTS-

test,  you can choose yourself. I choose to take the TOEFL-test (to be honest, simply because it was cheaper 

than the IELTS-test). I only studied a little bit one day before the test and easily passed it, so you shouldn’t 

worry about these tests too much! 

finances 

     I saved lost of money for my exchange semester. I did this by working next to my studies, but also by 

increasing the amount of loan I get from DUO. Next to this, you might be able to get a scholarship. You should 

also not forget to stop your student-OV, and exchange it for a “study-abroad-compensation”. In the application 

process you are asked to make a “financial-plan”. This gave me insight on how much money I needed, which I 

think was really helpful. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 



     The University of Queensland offers lots of different Biology courses. I choose for the following courses: 

Australia’s terrestrial environment, Australia’s marine environment, Climate change biology and Developmental 

Neurobiology. Especially the two first mentioned courses I enjoyed a lot. These courses offered several field 

trips. These field trips were not only very informative, but also lots of fun! You get to see beautiful parts of 

Australia, as for example Fraser Island and Heron Island, and learn about both the formation of the landscapes 

and which animals are living there. I would highly recommend these courses, they are also available for  

students who don’t study biology! 

academic quality of education activities 

     The quality of all activities was high. All the teachers I had were experts within their field, and were really 

enthusiastic about the topics they talked about. Not only the lectures were interesting, most of my courses also 

offered tutorials, and some of them even field trips. All these activities together ensured you already had lost of 

knowledge before your exam. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

     The University of Queensland offers lots of support. Not only are there several information sessions in 

your first week, next to this there is also a student support office. You can go here to get answers to all of your 

questions. They also offer help with homesickness or any other medical/study problems. 

transfer of credits 

     Every course at UQ  is worth 7.5 ECTs. Transfer of your grades depends on your Board of Examination. I 

am still waiting on a response whether or not my grades will be transferred. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

     The welcoming programme at UQ was really nice! Our first week was called the “Orientation Week”. 

During this weeks there were lots of information sessions and activities. It was the perfect opportunity  to get to 

know the campus and already meet lots of other students. Next to this, we were introduced to “Quest”. This is 

the international student community of UQ. They host lots of parties and other activities, during these activities 

I made lots of new friends. 

accommodation 

     There are lots of student houses in Brisbane. Part of these can be found through flatmates.com. There 

are also some student flats as for example Atira, Urbanest or Scape. I lived in a student house called “The 

Villas”. I found it through flatmates.com. It is relatively easy to find a house in Brisbane, almost everyone I know 

found a house within one/two weeks.

leisure & culture 

     The Australian culture doesn’t differ much from the Dutch culture. Some small things that are different 

are actually only positive things. The people are very open and really friendly, they are always up for a chat. 

Next to this, not as many people are in a hurry. Basically it’s just more chilled and relax. In my spare time I often 

went to Quest activities. I also signed up for some sports. You get to know all the different sport communities 

during market-day. I would highly recommend going there and signing for whatever communities you are 

interested in! 

suggestions/tips 

     I would recommend to join Quest. Go to as many events as you like, but don’t admit to the FOMO (fear 

of missing out) culture too much. Do whatever you feel like doing, and enjoy your time as much as possible! 

CONCLUSIONS 



would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

     I would definitely recommend going to the University of Queensland! It not only offers you high quality 

courses, but you’re also just going to have the best time of your life! The Australian culture is really easy-going, 

it is easy to get used to living here. You will make lots of new international friends and easily improve your 

English.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

     If you’re doubting, just do it! Of course there are some downsides as for example missing your family, 

but it will definitely be worth it! 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

mailto:exchange@qdesk.uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl
http://www.uu.nl/students/exchange


UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college      University College Utrecht (Science) 

level ☐ bachelor’s ☐ master’s

name study programme 
 Bachelor of Science (Molecular Cell Bio, Human and Animal Physio, Earth and 

Environment) 

destination city & country     Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad     University of Queensland 

start date     25  /    02   /   2019   (dd/mm/yyyy)

end date     31  / 05  /   2019   (dd/mm/yyyy)

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

     Straightforward and simple. I believe that the emphasis of the application was in the essay - I specifically 

indicated my academic goals and how my destination of choice could fulfill those goals and enrich my study 

program.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

    Adequate 

academic preparation 

    I was sufficiently prepared for my courses at UQ by taking introductory science courses 

language preparation 

    N/A 

finances 

   I had approx 1400 AUD per month for all my expenses, which I found sufficient with extra money that I 

used for travels.  

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

     Excellent content with enriching, informative activities outside of the classroom. The information I 

learned was relevant to my degree and focused on Australia, which enhanced by everyday experience of the 

surrounding environment, including the plants, animals, rocks, weather, and geological formations. I also 

gained practical information in animal husbandry which I found very interesting and could see myself applying 

in the workplace. The research papers were interesting for me and I was happy to spend my time reading and 

writing them. Most classes have multiple sessions so I found it fairly easy to organize my schedule and I was 

really happy with all my classes. Those were: Australian Marine Environment, Australian Terrestrial 

Environment, Planet Earth: The Big Picture, and Zoo Biology.  

academic quality of education activities 

 High quality. I had the impression that my teachers were experts on their topics; for each course there were 

more than lecturers who would speak about the topics on which they specialised. Their current research as well 

as that of others in the field was incorporated into lectures which made it highly relevant and engaging.  Field 

trips and tutorial sessions extended the learning beyond lectures and allowed us to understand the material in 

new ways and they were super fun and in beautiful places!!! 



counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

 Excellent. UQ seems to be very experienced in assisting exchange students and every step of the way seemed 

easy to me and I had more than enough support available to me when I needed it.  

transfer of credits 

 Easy, was able to gain credits for all my courses and could use one of them as a replacement for an 

introductory course at UCU.  

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

 Great!! There are soooo many different events in the orientation week as well as the weeks after that allow 

you to meet other students. There is an online planner that allows you to design your own o-week (there are 

only a few mandatory events, the rest you can choose). The exchange society QUEST is an excellent way to 

make friends, although it tends to have an emphasis on partying. There are also plenty of clubs to join. 

accommodation 

 I stayed in a sharehouse in Auchenflower which I found using the UQ rentals website. This was one of the 

best decisions I made. I was able to find a room for 110 a week, which allowed me to save heaps of cash and it 

was perfect for me in looks, size, and location. More importantly, I was able to meet my best friend for the 

semester, and live in a community of kind people, diverse in origin and age. I really liked the separation of my 

home life from uni life; my house had students in it but they were slightly older than me and although we 

definitely had fun together, I was encouraged to study more so than I would have in a party house. I think that 

it is easy to find accommodation if you arrive about a week ahead of o-week. I highly recommend it because 

you will find better value for your money, you can meet the people you would live with ahead of time, and 

otherwise evaluate the place you live in before you commit. For me it also gave me the opportunity to meet 

Australians! 

leisure & culture 

 There are soooooo many things to do in Brisbane. I found that this city was the perfect size for me - I felt safe 

and familiar with the layout of the town fairly early on, but there was still plenty of things to explore. There are 

plenty of free activities in and around town which you can take advantage of, including walks, koala centers, 

museums, markets, etc. It is lovely to walk/run/bike/take the City Cat (public transportation boat)  around the 

city. There are some really cool bars around West End, an active music scene, quirky artsy festivals, and a 

standard clubbing district to enrich your night life. Also the subtropical rainforests and woodlands are very close 

by and offer many beautiful hikes. Last but not least, the beaches are beautiful, with warm water and relatively 

uncrowded so take advantage of them! 

suggestions/tips 

 Bike around the city - it is a great way to get around and there are bike paths, often next to the river. But be 

careful, the infrastructure is not as nice as the Netherlands.  

Join QUEST and I am sure you will make friends plus they have awesome trips. However, you should really try 

to meet Australians as well as exchange students, because they are super friendly, funny, COOL, and of course 

they can show you all the nice places in Queensland. I met Australians by chance encounters at UQ, in my 

classes, at bars, and by living in a share house.  

Be careful - accidents can happen and they can be very costly; I found that OSHC did not cover the majority of 

my expenses, so might be worth checking other insurance providers. Do not go to a private hospital!  

If you like psytrance and techno - I recommend the West End Fire Festival every full moon. I also really liked 

the Rumpus Room in West End, and in general if you prefer nice bars, try West End. If you want clubs, then you 

have the Valley.  



CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

 I absolutely would recommend. As a biology major, I found the flora and fauna to be fascinating and 

beautiful. The classes I took were very engaging and informative, and also enhanced my experience of Australia. 

I think the standard of education is high and the professors are excellent. The school itself is beautiful and 

offers many opportunities to further your studies, career, and social life. The city is amazing and full of activities 

and beautiful people. It was the happiest time of my life so far, and while I do plan to keep that going, I have a 

special place in my heart for Brisbane and the people I met there.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

 Everyday, you will wake up to sunshine, exotic birds and a sparkling river. A bustling city will greet you and 

pull you in. You’ll hear so many slang words - keep a book of them, I wish I had!! At dusk, you will see the bats 

leaving their roosts to forage. At night you will hear the possums screeching and see the coloured lights 

reflected in the water. Just be in the moment and be yourself and say yes.  

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 

mailto:kiwibooj@gmail.com
mailto:exchange@uu.nl
mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl


UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college UCU 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Liberal Arts and Sciences 

destination city & country Brisbane ,  Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 23 / 07 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

While I made the decision to go on exchange quite late, I did not have too much time to apply. What took me the 

most time was the application letter and the financial plan, but even those documents were relatively easy to 

create.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I got many nice emails from the exchange officer and I felt cared for and like I had someone to turn to for help. 

academic preparation 

There was not much preparation academically. 

language preparation 

As UCU’s language of instruction is already English, I did not have any extra preparation sessions. 

finances 

I had heard from people that living costs were quite similar to the Netherlands and that also was the case. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

To fulfil my requirements here at UCU I had to take 4 Psychology courses at UQ. However, the study 

programmes on offer are very broad, ranging from engineering to medicine. 

academic quality of education activities 

I enjoyed most of my lectures, as they were mainly given by people that were experts and working researchers 

in their fields, which made the content engaging and interesting. Some of the seminars I found quite boring, 

both because of understimulating content as well as little student participation.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I never had any issues but I felt like I had someone I could consult in case. 

transfer of credits 

In the end of my exchange I requested a document with my grades and this I send to the examination board. 

STUDENT LIFE 



welcome & orientation programme 

There was quite an extensive orientation programme for all the exchange students. Many activities, such as 

campus tours, talks, and getting to know each other sessions were scheduled, as well as a whole week full of 

free try-out classes at the gym and the swimming pool. They really made sure the students would feel 

welcomed.  

accommodation 

I decided to find my own accommodation in town, which is quite easy in Australia, compared to the struggle 

one has in Holland. There were a few facebook groups I was part of, where people would post about the free 

rooms they were offering, and after visiting a few shared houses, I decided to stay in one. After having lived 

there for a month, and having gotten to know Brisbane a little bit better, I decided to move again to another 

house closer to West End, which is a lively neighbourhood in which quite a lot is happening. There was also the 

option of either living on campus or in one of the many student buildings that were spread out through town, 

but as I’m already living on campus here in Utrecht, I wanted the other experience.  

leisure & culture 

Brisbane is an upcoming city, where more and more is happening. Whereas people might tell you that if you 

want to have any cultural experience you have to go to Sydney or Melbourne, this is not true (anymore). West 

End is a neighbourhood with many cafes and bars, which host live music almost every day of the week, and 

close to it is Southbank, an area next to the Brisbane river, where there are the major museums, a cinema and 

lots of restaurants and cafes. Australian people are obsessed with sports and outdoor activities, and so there 

are big parks, playing fields, running- and biking tracks everywhere.  

suggestions/tips 

- The Saturday market in West End: lots of fresh fruit and vegetables, local produce, jewellery, clothes

etc. as well as live music, coffee and people having acroyoga sessions. Just a really nice hangout.

- Taking a cruise with the ferry along the river and experience Brisbane from the water. There is a ferry

that goes for free, and the other ones are also quite cheap.

- The botanical gardens, a huge place with many different trees and flowers, where people just sit and

relax

- Kangaroo Cliff Point: a huge wall of rock right next to the water where you can go climbing

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I totally would. UQ is a great academic institution with a beautiful campus and many interesting people 

from all around the world. Brisbane as a city is nice as well, especially because of its location, being so close to 

the coast, and the amazing climate.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you’re still hesitating about going on exchange, just go on and do it, it will be a great and valuable experience. 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 

our website? If yes, please write down how they can get in touch with you (e-mail, Facebook, Instagram etc) 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Biology 

level bachelor’s 

name study programme Biology 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australia 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 17/ 07 / 2018 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

On the forms you get from UU and on the websites, it is pretty clear what is expected of you. In the beginning, all 

the paperwork you have to prepare and documents you have to obtain seem like they will take ages to get. But 

once you actually just sit down for a few hours and get everything sorted out, everything is pretty straight 

forward. Just do exactly what is requested of you and if you do not understand something, just email someone 

and you will be likely to receive an answer quite quickly. Especially UQ was extremely fast in replying and was 

very helpful with any queries I had. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht was helpful but slow in replying, which was a bit annoying sometimes since you want to get everything 

sorted out asap. But most questions I had or if I wasn’t sure about anything, they were flexible and usually I was 

worrying about nothing. 

academic preparation 

Just get your English skills ready. 

language preparation 

“ 

finances 

I actually spent quite a lot of money. Australia is pretty expensive, especially if you want to travel and go out 

and stuff. I do recommend not to worry about it too much. Just create a bit of a “financial planning” but do not 

cling to it too firmly. You are here to have an amazing experience and you don’t want to worry about something 

trivial as money all the time and let that get in the way of a good and interesting time. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

As I said earlier, UQ is very well organised and they have special courses for international students as well. I 

followed mainly marine biology courses.  

academic quality of education activities 

I think UQ has good educational quality. The courses are organised a bit differently than at UU but this is mainly 

due to the fact that they are working with two semesters per year (two periods at the same time) instead of 

four periods per year. They have heaps of student clubs/associations/activities and they are all very highly 

promoted, so that won’t be a problem if you want to join something like that. 



counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Again, UQ is very helpful (and very strict in some ways) and they are prepared for literally any situation you can 

come across. They have heaps of internationals coming over every semester from all over the world, so they 

will likely be familiar with whatever problem you will have.  

transfer of credits 

I just sent an email to the international helpdesk with the transcript I received from UQ. I think that’s are there 

is too it. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UQ has a week of introductions and they present all the clubs etc. you can join and they have walks over 

campus. Also barbecues and that kind of stuff. So pretty sweet if you want to meet some people. 

accommodation 

Accommodation is pretty important the way I see it. You have loads of options in official student 

accommodations but they are ridiculously expensive and really boring for most part. So try to look at gumtree 

(Aus marktplaats) and flatmates.com.au and that kind of stuff to find a suitable place for you for a better price 

and more freedom. Brisbane is seriously the opposite of Utrecht for finding a place to live, so that is my advice 

to you. 

leisure & culture 

Australia is really big so be prepared to travel hours and hours to go to fun places and beaches. But Brisbane 

itself is a fun place to live. It is really big but super spread out so it never feels crowded. They have heaps of nice 

suburbs and different areas with different purposes so be sure to check those out before you decide to live in a 

particular area. Surrounding surfer villages are really cool and they have cheap hostels where you can stay for a 

weekend. 

suggestions/tips 

Just the general stuff, be open minded (that can be hard sometimes), do try to get out of your house as much as 

you can and say yes to everything. I personally did try to “avoid” other Dutch people a bit because it is really 

easy to just start hanging out with just Dutch people because it’s easy. But it is way more fun and interesting to 

meet people from other countries and most people are really open and want to meet others as well. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would really recommend this university and Brisbane, apparently the people of Brisbane are nicer than Sydney 

and Melbourne (I haven’t been there) and even though it is still a big city, it has a very attractive atmosphere to 

it. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

- 

Can students contact you for additional info and do you give us permission to put this in the student reports on 



UU Study Abroad Report Form

faculty/college Geesteswetenschappen 

level  bachelor’s  master’s 

name study programme Geschiedenis 

destination city & country Brisbane, Australië 

name university abroad University of Queensland 

start date 16 / 07 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 17 / 11 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

 The application process was quite straightforward and quick. You needed a lot of paperwork but it was not hard 

to get your head around it. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Although I didn’t really made use of counselling or support at Utrecht University but the pre-departure meeting 

where you received names and contact numbers of others students that went to your university was usefull 

and it was good to talk to people who had already been there. 

academic preparation 

I didn’t prepare myself specifically in any field of study before I went abroad, apart from the general 

preparation you have already got from studying for three years in Utrecht. 

language preparation 

I didn’t do anything as language preparation because I thought my English was fluent enough to be able to 

study in Australia. Therefore it was really easy to study and get around in Australia. Dutch students are 

generally good in speaking and writing English compared to students of other non-English speaking countries. 

finances 

I saved up a lot of money before I went abroad by working and having a loan from the government. 

The country is really expensive but there are a lot of ways to save a little bit of money if you take the effort and 

time to do so. 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Even though I did a lot of courses outside my field of study at the University of Queensland I was still quite good 

prepared to participate in those courses. Only sometimes you have to step up a bit if methods or jargon is used 

you are not familiar with but that is no problem to do. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality of education activities is in general really good and also based more on practical activities 

additional to theoretical underpinnings. Depending on the subject or professor the quality can vary but that is 

the same at any university. Generally speaking I think the subjects at the University of Queensland are less hard 

than at Utrecht University. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 



The counselling and support at the University of Queensland is insanely good. They organise a lot of different 

free activities for improving student well-being and they have a coach or group for every problem you may 

encounter. Definitely the best support system I have ever seen. 

transfer of credits 

I am still in the process of transferring credits so I don’t know how the procedure goes. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The Orientation week is well organised and they have a full programme of activities to meet new people. After 

O-week there are another two weeks with activities with support groups and to help you set up a new life

there.

accommodation 

In Brisbane it is really easy to find accommodation by yourself (I really recommend to do that and not to go to 

one of the pre-organised student complexes such as Atira or Student One) 

leisure & culture 

There are a thousand things to do in and around Brisbane and the weather is really nice so it is the place to be 

for living outdoors. A lot of beautiful National Parks and beaches around and in the city center is a beautiful city 

beach if you don’t want to travel to Sunshine Coast or Gold Coast. There are a lot of student activities and 

discounts around as well so you will definitely never be bored. 

suggestions/tips 

West End is a really nice place to live and well-connected. Join Quest for easily meeting new (international) 

people, they organize a lot of activities and parties. You don’t have to go to all of them but it’s nice that you can 

if you want to and to meet a lot of international people as well (everybody wants to make new friends) 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend the University of Queensland as well as Brisbane as city. I have been in Sydney 

and Melbourne as well and have a good friend who studied at the University of Sydney, and by comparing we 

concluded that all activities for students, student councelling and services at the university, going out in the city 

and the weather was all better at the University of Queensland and in Brisbane. Melbourne was a really nice 

city as well and would have been a good choice because there might be more to do than in Brisbane but the 

weather is way better in Brisbane. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Trust on your own abilities to arrange your life there and get everything sorted out, you can do way more than 

you think and you’ll probably arrange it way better and as you want it then organisations can do for you. Also 

Buy a car there! It is really easy, way cheaper than renting one, and you can go everywhere you want to at any 

time! 
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