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Project description

Scholars and practitioners increasingly call for attention to the justice dimensions of sustainability
planning, recognizing that the burdens and benefits associated with sustainability differ over social
groups, and that the goal of environmental protection can stand in tension with the goal of social
justice. For instance, urban greening initiatives such as the creation of new parks can raise nearby
property values, leading to green gentrification and displacement. Similarly, renewable energy projects
like large-scale wind farms may advance decarbonization but impose land-use conflicts.

Different concepts and tools can be used to interrogate whether or how sustainability planning is done
in a just way, typically by paying attention to dimensions of distribution, procedure, and recognition.
For example, procedural justice concerns might arise when community members are excluded from
climate adaptation planning. Wijsman et al (forthcoming) propose a framework with five additional
concepts to analyze and imagine justice for sustainability planning: capabilities, epistemology,
intersectionality, spatiality, and temporality. These concepts add depth to the analysis of how
processes and outcomes of sustainability planning are just (or not) in practice; while also giving ideas
to how these processes and outcomes can be made more just. For instance, the capabilities lens might
highlight whether low-income households have the real freedom to adopt sustainable technologies
such as solar panels; epistemology draws attention to the value of local knowledge in water
management; intersectionality helps unpack how gender, race, and class interact in shaping access to
clean energy; spatiality foregrounds uneven urban geographies of pollution and green space; and
temporality reminds us that short-term climate goals can have long-term intergenerational justice
implications.

When these dimensions and concepts meet, we find ourselves at ‘justice junctions’: this is where
tensions and trade-offs between different justice and sustainability goals are manifested in specific
ways. Yet, the knowledge about how these intertwine is scattered across disciplinary outlets. The
bright mind assistantship project will focus on these ‘justice junctions’, and do a mapping of empirical
examples from academic literature and policy documents of these junctions. While the literature
review will have a global scope, the policy analysis is focused on the Dutch context embedded in its
European context.

Job requirements

Excellent English and organizational skills. Conceptually strong thinker. Able to work in collaboration
as well as individually. Preference for experience with literature review and policy analysis.
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