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UU Report - Exchange

Your report will be on the UU study abroad destinations webpage to inform UU students preparing an
exchange or research period abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive
reports written in English.

Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box.

Faculty/college School of Law, REBO faculty

Level (bachelor’s or master’s) | Master

Name study programme LLM
Destination city & country Bern, Switzerland
How did you travel to your .
N Train
destination?
Name university abroad Universitat Bern
Start date 16/09/2024 * there is an obligatory introduction week the week before

20/12/2024 * Exam season runs into January, it is thus possible that there are
End date exams and assignments up to January. For me it was possible to take some
exams earlier in December.

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing!

PREPARATION

How did you experience the exchange application process at Utrecht University?

It was quite easy, you have to take some time to write your application. It was however clear what was expected.

How did you experience the counselling & support from the International Office?

They always answered very quickly if | needed anything from them.

Did you do any language preparation? If so, what did you do?

| took German in high school, that knowledge was however lost a bit. | had a tutor for a few weeks to help me a
bit with my German again. Next to that the UniBe offers an intensive German course, two weeks before classes
starts. If you already have a basic understanding it is a great way to practice your German again and get to
know people already before classes start.

How did you finance your exchange?

In Switzerland you are not eligible for an Erasmus grant. The Swiss government however pays SEMP money
which was in my year somewhere around 2400 euro’s for the entire stay. Next to that | worked a lot during the
summer so that | would have a buffer in Switzerland. Switzerland is expensive for sure, but with smart grocery
shopping and taking some good deals on trains it is very doable and not so much worse then in the Netherland.

Going out for food can in some instances be expensive as well as drinking a beer.

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD

How was the organisational process regarding your course registration?
e Was it difficult to find and/or change selected courses?
e Can you say something about the language of instruction for the courses available?
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e  Which courses did you end up taking?

Course registration at first was very hard to understand. The University of Bern uses two different systems on
how to register for courses. The exchange office and the Dekan however help on how to register for the courses
you are interested in, they will not register you that is in the end your own responsibility. Finding courses was
very easy on the ksl website. Note: it is possible that the period in which courses are offered change from last
year, so | couldn’t take every course | originally wanted. In the end | am very happy with the courses | took and
would highly recommend especially the course Air Law.

How was the academic quality of the courses?

The academic quality of the courses | took were in general very high. | found the level of the courses by
themselves a bit easier then in the Netherlands, you are however expected to take more courses at the same
time then in Utrecht. This makes that | would say in general the level is quite similar.

How did you experience the counselling & support from the host university?

That was very well, they communicated clearly and had a lot of programs how to help. Swiss bureaucracy can
be quite hard to navigate, but the university offers great help in navigating it.

STUDENT LIFE

How was the welcome & orientation programme?

The welcome and orientation program wasn’t for me as focussed on getting to know other people and more on
how the University it self is organized. That said there were some nice activities such as the city trail which was
a great way of getting to know students. | would also recommend taking part in the German language course
that was offered.

How was the process of finding housing? For example, was it difficult finding housing, how was the rent, was it
what you expected?

Finding housing for me was not hard at all. It is recommended to book your stay early on, but when | booked
there were still quite a few options left. | had a room at studentlodge, it is a bit more expensive but a lot of
other exchange students live there as well.

What did you do for leisure & culture?

Switzerland is an incredible place to visit, | hiked a lot during the first months and after that did a bit more city
trips in the weekend. The university offers unisport which is a program that offers more then a 100 sports for
free. This is a great way to stay active and get to know some Swiss people as well. If it is warm when you are in
Bern you have to swim in the Aare, that was one of the most fun and unique things | did.

CONCLUSIONS

Would you recommend this university/destination to others? Please explain.

In the end | would recommend this university to others. Bern is not a party city, it does however offer a club
scene and a lot of terraces. | really enjoyed the outdoor activities Switzerland offers and the university was very
good.

Do you have any additional advice or comments for students who would like to go here?

If you are looking for a party destination, | would go to another university. If you enjoy the outdoors Bern is the
place to go.
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