
 

University of New South Wales (Sydney) 

 

2023-2024 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

First, I applied through Utrecht University and handed in the necessary documents. After getting selected I got an 

e-mail from UNSW with my log-in information for their course selection and application websites. The process 

includes a substantial number of steps, so I would recommend to start early and really keep an eye out for emails 

from UNSW with information and deadlines. The platform to submit your application is the same platform as 

where you ask for approval of the courses you want to follow. You provide UNSW with the right information for 

your application through this platform. Furthermore, you can look up their courses in their course handbook, 

which you can look up online. You can then pick a course and ask for approval for this course through the 

platform that you also use for your application. After getting approval you can enrol for the courses on a 

different platform where you also get log-in information for.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office was very helpful for me. You can send them an email and you can find their email 

address on the website of the UU.  

academic preparation 

I did not follow any courses that needed special academic preparation, but you can check the course handbook 

to make sure you are all set to follow the desired courses. 

language preparation 

As Economics and Business Economics is an English taught program, I did not need to do any English proficiency 

tests. I do know that other programmes did need to do this. The test costs money and takes some time, so 

make sure you start well ahead with arranging this.  

finances 

I did not pay any extra tuition for UNSW besides my normal Dutch University tuition. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed four courses at UNSW. The courses were extra for me, so I was not supposed to do any Economics 

courses that I already had in my own programme. I followed the courses: The Marine Environment, Risks and 

Impacts of a Changing Climate, Environmental Economics and Waste and Society. All were super interesting 

courses. They have a really nice online platform which works similarly to Blackboard. Everything is very 

straightforward on this platform and all the right material gets posted on this platform.  

academic quality of education activities 

UNSW is a very friendly and good university. I had a field trip for one of my courses which was a lot of fun. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

UNSW has an amazing amount of counselling and support available. During my time there I did not need any of 

this, but the facilities were definitely there. 



 

transfer of credits 

After finishing my programme, I got a Transcript of Records which was sent to the UU. This transcript was 

uploaded to Osiris and the Board of Examiners approved all my courses. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UNSW organises an orientation week with many activities. The campus is very large, but it is super easy to find 

things as everybody is so friendly and can show you around. 

accommodation 

I arranged my own accommodation in an international exchange student house with many other exchange 

students. I got this recommended from a friend. You can also apply for campus housing which is very fun. They 

do not have many spots.  It can be hard to find something so I would recommend asking around if other 

students that have been there know any places. You can also look on Facebook or other platforms that offer 

housing. 

leisure & culture 

The Australian people are very friendly and the atmosphere is super relaxed. I learned how to surf and had 

many beach days. I got the opportunity to travel around Australia which was incredible. The country just has so 

much to offer when it comes to nature and outdoor life. The UNSW also has many clubs that organise activities. 

suggestions/tips 

Sydney is one of the most beautiful cities I have ever been in. Next to studying, I would just take the time to 

really explore the city and its beaches. The relaxed atmosphere of the locals is noticeable. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, UNSW is a lovely University with a broad selection of courses available. Furthermore, the University has 

amazing facilities. Sydney has endless opportunities for outdoor life. You can join clubs for running, surfing and 

many more activities. There is a large population of Exchange students that love to hang out and do fun things 

together. Also, Australia is just the coolest country to travel around! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Australia and Sydney specifically are rather expensive places. Try to apply for scholarships to get some extra 

help paying for the cost of living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process took quite some time. First of all, I had to figure out how the programme Endeavour 

worked. Besides that, although this is shown on the website quite well, I also had to figure out which courses I 

was allowed and able to follow (which at the end was communicated wrongly towards me by the study advisors 

after asking support for multiple times). Therefore, be sure to check whether the courses are really approved by 

the board of examiners, not the study advisors. Also, it is of big importance that after the courses are approved 

by Endeavour (the program used by UNSW), you have to confirm the courses once more and choose/accept the 

courses in a different program (which was not communicated from either university).  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Like stated in the previous section, some things were communicated well and some things weren't. Firstly, the 

study advisors did not clearly communicate the courses that I could follow in order to be able to use them for 

my bachelor programme. Secondly, there should be a clearer platform for students to see what level every 

course is rated as (1,2,3), to check whether they can be integrated into your bachelor programme. On top of 

that, the transferring of the courses in Endeavour to the other UNSW programme was also not communicated. 

Furthermore, the communication was done quite well.  

academic preparation 

This was not done by me, the academic performances expected were similar to the University of Utrecht.  

language preparation 

This was also not done by me, since my current study programme is also in English and therefore nothing had 

changed.  

Finances 

Australia is a very expensive country. Try to find a job before you enter Australia. I worked for the employment 

Agency Black and White Waiters. On top of that, average rent is €750 per month and a visa is also €400. So be 

prepared. Finally, transportation costs in Sydney, whilst being necessary for navigating the city's sprawling 

landscape, represents yet another financial burden! 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

  I followed the following courses: Environmental Economics, Personal Finance and Psychology of Anxiety, Mood 

and Stress. The study programme was perfectly guided by the University of New South Wales. It is important to 

follow the online programme provided well (similar to Blackboard) and there should be no problems.  

academic quality of education activities 

The educational activities are very interactive and done well. I really liked the way the programmes were 

organised, since the grades were not only dependent on two tests, but on multiple factors which trained the 

students in a very multi-disciplinary way.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The UNSW is very supportive to students who need it. Multiple mails are being send every week to provide 

students with information about the different students groups. I didn’t actively participate in these activities, 

but I know the university is very eager to support the students, especially abroad students.  



 

transfer of credits 

This is still being discussed with the board of examiners. Hopefully 15 for three courses.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is a welcome day, which was very informative. There are a lot of student groups you can join that are 

complementary to the study programmes and students their interests. This is also shown on the orientation 

day.  

accommodation 

Accommodation was provided very limitedly by the UNSW. It's not recommended to stay on campus, since the 

campus only exists of people from Asia who speak very limited English (I've heart). On top of that, you have to 

be really early in order to even qualify for a room and I was not even close to being early enough. So try to find 

a room through flatmates, as early in advance.  

leisure & culture 

Like stated before, there are a lot of student activities. From a fieldhockey team to boxing clases, all is available. 

Unfortunately, I did not join these activities.  

suggestions/tips 

Join these activities! They are cheap and fun! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend this university. Sydney is one of the most beautiful cities in the world and I really enjoyed 

my time here. People are kind and the university is very well organised. Just make sure you save enough money 

for airplane tickets, a visa and leisure activities in Sydney. These are all very expensive.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No further comments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was quite simple and easy to follow.  

It got slightly more complicated when appyling at UNSW itself and having to select and apply for the 

individual courses but the UNSW exchange office was very helpful.  

Applying for a student visa was very straight forward and I received mine within 24 hours.     

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The support we received from UU was good.  

academic preparation 

None 

language preparation 

No language preparation was required in my case as my studies at UU are fully taught in Englisch 

but that might be different depending on your teaching language.  

finances 

In my case, I was not eligible for any scholarships or other funds, but I would recommend 

researching possible options.  

I saved up money from working and got support from my parents. 

I would say that the cost of living is generally quite comparable to Utrecht. The only thing that was 

significantly more expensive was rent and the initial costs of getting a visa and flights, etc.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed courses from the Economics and Business faculty: Creating Social Change, Development 

Economics, Real Estate Finance, and Business Ethics and Sustainability.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality was very good but quite different from what I was used to in Utrecht. I mainly had 

lectures which were quite interactive and only had tutorials for one course. I had to write a lot of 

assignments and small quizzes instead of big exams which was a lot more time consuming.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

All questions were answered very quickly.  

transfer of credits 

All my courses were accepted by the Board of Examiners, so I could transfer all the credits.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I started in the winter term T2C for which we only had a small welcome presentation. There was an 

orientation week before the start of term 3 but that was mainly to get familiar with the campus and 

all the extracurriculars. You cannot compare it to the orientation week we had at UU as it is far less 

interactive and more so in a lecture setting.  

accommodation 



 

I lived in on-campus student accomodation (UNSW Village) I found on the app "Flatmates" It was 

really clean, the apartments were super nice and definitely one of the cheaper options. It is quite 

hard to get into student accomodation but flatmates is a really good option (comparable to 

Kamernet) to find accomodation all around Sydney. I would say that living on campus was very 

convenient but I would have not minded living off campus.   

leisure & culture 

UNSW has a lot of different clubs and societies for students to join.  

Apart from the options in uni, there are endless options of what to do in Sydney and places to 

travel in Australia during your free weeks or weekends.  

Some of the things I did in sydney was take surf lessons, visit the blue mountains, go to footy and 

rugby games, and go on hikes.  

suggestions/tips 

The first thing I would recommend is to travel as much as you can. You can get really cheap flights 

or busses around Australia and close countries and hostels/accomodation is often quite affordable 

as well. I was lucky that my courses were only on three days, which tended to be stressful but it 

was worth it in the end as I got to see places around Sydney or went on small trips over the 

weekend. Apart from that I can recommend flying to Fiji. The islands are beautiful and the people 

are very kind and welcoming.  

Lastly, I would recommend to join events that are organized by the student association (ARC) and 

join clubs as it makes it easy to meet people and get around.     

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I would definetly recommend going to UNSW in Sydney. Sydney is such a great city that not 

only has a big central business district with all touristy spots, but the city has beautifuly beaches 

and nature. The people are very open and kind and it is really easy to get around as an 

international.  

UNSW is a great uni that apart from having a good academic program, has a lot of social activities 

and puts a lot of effort into making the student life as good and memorable as possible. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Send me a message if you have any questions, I am happy to help! (Ask the International Office for 

my email)  

  



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Relatively straightforward, mostly a formality.  

 

The bigger process is applying to each individual course separately as they want to check 

prerequisites. You can only enrol in the courses once you get permission from UNSW (takes a 

while). Be early as the courses fill up quickly, or apply for permission for more courses than you 

think you need so you have options if some are full.  

 

Visa subclass 500 (student visa) was granted within an hour of sending the application. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Helpful 

academic preparation 

None 

language preparation 

None / everything is in English 

finances 

The expenses add up — visa over 400, overseas health insurance 200, traveling to Australia from 

Europe and back 1500 minimum, monthly rent 800 ish minimum. Price of food, most activities etc is 

not too different compared to the Netherlands, nightlife is more expensive 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I did one intensive course in term 2C/winter term: Creating Social Change COMM1000 — most 

Econ students do this course as there’s less options in T2C. 

During the regular term (T3): Organisational Economics (ECON3123), Financial Econometrics 

(ECON3206) and Applied Econometric Methods (ECON3208) 

academic quality of education activities 



 

COMM1000 was very easy and did not require much work outside of school. 

 

 In T3 all of the courses required less reading but more math than courses at UU. I found that the 

two econometrics courses were quite challenging compared to what I was used to, and they 

assumed a lot of prerequisite knowledge in programming (in ECON3206) and math that was 

beyond what I had covered before (beyond ECB2VWIS at UU). I did end up spend significantly 

more time and effort trying to learn the course materials than I what I was used to, but found 

especially ECON3206 to be one of the most useful courses that I have ever taken. 

ECON3123 (microeconomics course) was natural continuation from UU micro courses.  

 

The assessment in all the courses was divided into many components like group projects, weekly 

quizzes, video/in-person presentations etc (little deadlines constantly) which were tended to be 

graded quite leniently.  Some courses can have deadlines/attendance requirements on individual 

weekends so it’s good wait to be sure before booking activities. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Did not seek out any 

transfer of credits 

Successful. 

 

Before the start of my studies on exchange I got initial approval of my course load from the board 

of examiners. Once the term was over, I forwarded a secure link to a digital transcript of records to 

the board of Examiners at UU on a platform that UNSW provides. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Orientation programs in Aug/Sept are only for exchange students as the local students start school 

in February. We had a couple orientation days which were mainly in lecture settings 

accommodation 

I found a private granny flat on flatmatefinders.com.au in Hillsdale / 30min away from campus and 

1h away from the city by public transport. In my opinion, the ideal suburbs to look for places (in 

terms of location) include Kensington, Randwick, Coogee, Maroubra, and Surry Hills. Secondly, try 

Eastgardens, Hillsdale, Bondi Junction, or Botany. 

 

Many exchange students live on more campus but it might be a bit more expensive. They also only 

have a limited number of rooms. 

leisure & culture 

http://fzatmatefinders.com.au/


 

ARC student organisation has clubs and organises day trips and activities (they fill up quickly).  

 

https://surfcamp.com.au/ has a really fun beginner surf camp for the weekend. 

 

Most exchange students travel a lot (within Australia, as well as countries nearby). 

suggestions/tips 

Take advantage of the location by travelling to places you would never go to from Europe — my 

favourite was Mana Island in Fiji and Surfers Paradise on the Gold Coast of Australia. Going as far 

away from Christmas as possible to makes it more affordable. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes — amazing experience, easy to integrate as there is no language barrier & culture is very social,  

gorgeous travel destinations nearby. Only drawback is that it is quite expensive.     

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Send me a message if you have any questions about anything, I am happy to help :) 

hillaev@outlook.com  

 

  

https://surfcamp.com.au/
mailto:hillaev@outlook.com


 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was a bit vague for me at the beginning. For example, I thought my study plan was my 

definitive plan for all 3 options, but apparently it was not that important. The whole interaction with UNSW was 

great, they kept me up to date very often. They contacted me almost directly after I got accepted! 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Good responses from Exchange Office when I had send some questions via email. 

academic preparation 

I did mostly introductionary courses, so did not had to do a lot of academic preparation. 

language preparation 

Had to take an IELTS test, since I'm doing a dutch study. The test was not very hard, but a bit expensive. I 

recommend preparing the Writing part. 

finances 

Saved up a lot of money during COVID-19. Also got the basisbeurs and OV-vergoeding, which was around 500 

euros per month. Australia is expensive! Keep that in mind. Especially the rent, it is like two times the amount 

of money for a student room in Utrecht. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Did a few courses: Marine environment, Astronomy, diplomacy and statecraft, local politics of humanitarian aid 

and development. Definitely recommend the first three, would not recommend the last one. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality was very neat. However, the local politics course was very badly organised. UNSW mainly 

focusses on assignments. I only did a few exams!  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Did not need any help. However, there are many facilities for exchange students like mental health support. 

transfer of credits 

Not done yet 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I started in T2C (winter term). Orientation was only a 2 hour presentation. If you start in term 3, you'll have O-

week. However, this is not comparable to dutch introduction weeks.  

accommodation 

I stayed at a campus apartment. I got very lucky since there were not that much rooms left. You'll have to sign 

up for that a couple of months before starting your exchange. Furthermore, the rooms were rented per period. 

Since Winter term is part of term 2, there was no room left for that period of time. I had to stay in hostels and 

Airbnb's. The campus rooms are decent and the huge advantage is that you are very close to your lectures. 

However, I experienced living in a campus bubble. I think you can find something better with flatmates. Also 

heard good stories about homestays! 

leisure & culture 



 

UNSW have clubs instead of students associations. I loved it! I joined the outdoor club and wakeboard & 

waterski club. It is only a few dollars and a nice option to meet some new people. There are a lot of different 

clubs and sport clubs! 

suggestions/tips 

Definitely join a club, you won't regret it. Save up some money and don't underestimate the rent in Sydney. Do 

a few trips, Australia is beautiful (and don't miss out on New-Zealand!). Be prepared for a lot of assigments, 

you won't have a lot of exams. Do the winter term, it is packed with exchange students, it's a great way to 

meet some people! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend this university if you want to go to Australia. Sydney is such a nice city. It has everything, 

from beaches to mountains. For Sydney, USYD will be nice too. However, UNSW is closer to the beach. The 

quality of eduction is good. You can go to Melbourne too, heard it was very nice. If you have the option, I would 

not go for a different city. The atmosphere in Sydney and Melbourne is the best. However, Brisbane and 

surroundings could be an option too. Since your studies will commence in August, your summer holiday will be 

shorter. However, I have 2 months of christmas break now! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

See above  

 

  



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Very smooth and clear information. Some documents were hard to find but the Osiris application forms were 

quite easy to use. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Very smooth communication with Huub Klein Schiphorst, my study advisor. To have my study plan signed was 

quick and pleasant.  

academic preparation 

No academic preparation for my coursers. I did look into the courses and prerequisites to meet the 

requirements. 

language preparation 

English taught program had my languange requirement met. 

finances 

Had personal savings and support from parents. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Clear setup of the courses. A bit of an overwhelming program called Moodle that acted as Blackboard.  

academic quality of education activities 

A lot of in class discussions and reflection which makes your own opinion feel heard. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

No counceling needed 

transfer of credits 

Clear and fast communication with accepting my courses as study points 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Well organised intro week 

accommodation 

Very pleasant and fun house 

leisure & culture 

Lot of things to do in Sydney 

suggestions/tips 

Maybe tell the students what type of facilities are offered such as whether  

 



 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

For sure would recommend as Sydney is an amazing destination to live. Education at the University is good and 

that combined with the fun stuff the city has to offer it makes for an amazing exchange destination. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No additional comments 

 

  



 

2022-2023 

PREPARATION 

Exchange application process at Utrecht University 

Utrecht University provides all students with enough information on studying abroad, via the website, but 

especially through information nights. The website provides a clear pathway to follow when wanting to go on an 

exchange, it clearly states the deadlines and shows a lot of information, including all the options to consider when 

picking the destination. The information nights were very helpful for dealing with the main concerns, since there 

is the possibility to interact and ask questions.  

Counselling & support at Utrecht University 

After applying and being accepted by both UU and UNSW, there was more individual support from UU. Study 

advisors were there to help with the study plans, and the exchange advisors were available to answer any 

questions regarding the exchange and to increase the fluency in contacting the partner university.  

Academic preparation 

All of the courses I took at UNSW required prerequisite courses at UNSW which I obviously didn’t take. 

However, the knowledge I got from courses taken at UU was sufficient for UNSW to accept me for taking the 

courses, and to me it also felt like I had enough knowledge. The preparation from UU didn’t give me a 

disadvantage relative to the other students who did take the prerequisite courses at UU.  

Language preparation 

Language preparation was not required since my studies at UU are English spoken. I didn’t come across any 

serious language barriers or problems during my stay in Australia.  

Finances (living costs) 

I lived in student accomodation on campus which was catered. The total monthly rent (including meals) was 

1420 AUD (about 878 euros). I had little expenses for food, but the prices were not high in my opinion. I 

traveled through the country at pretty low costs, but this really depends on where you want to visit and how 

luxurious you want the trip to be.  

 

Study period abroad /About the host university 

Study programme (content and organisational issues at partner) 

There are lots of courses available to exchange students, some of them very similar, and some very distinct 

from the courses offered at UU. All courses (also the ones at higher levels) covered the essential pre-knowledge 

in either the first week, or before the start of week 1, so coming from another university is not a problem.  

Academic quality of education activities 

The courses I followed at UNSW were all of good academic quality. The emphasis seems to be on assignments 

rather than mid-terms and final exams, which makes me feel like I had to work harder here compared to at UU. 

All of the professors and tutors I had were really good at teaching their courses and answering questions or 

providing help.  

Counselling & support at receiving university abroad (before and during your stay) 

UNSW has a student office which is easy to approach by making an appointment online, usually there is next 

day availability. If the student office is unable to help you, they will set up a direct line with the person 

responsible and they will make sure you get an immediate answer. I am very satisfied with the student 

counselling and support at UNSW.  

Transfer of credits 

The credit transfer was well organised: UNSW provided the academic transcript after releasing the final exam 

results, which I could immediately forward to UU.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 



 

Welcome/Orientation programme 

UNSW has a big share of international students, so they know how to handle their orientation. In my case, there 

was a special international student welcome programme for exchange students in which we got to know more 

about the university and campus, and there were some icebreaking activities to get to know fellow students. 

The student body at UNSW (ARC) is very active and they also played a part in the orientation by providing 

numerous activities in the orientation week.   

Accommodation 

I stayed in one of the residential colleges on campus: International House. I lived in catered accommodation 

with +/- 150 students (bachelor, master, and PHD) from across the world. Living on campus has absolutely 

contributed to my amazing time in Australia, I met a lot of friends here, I didn’t have to worry about transport 

from and to campus, and I saved lots of time for doing fun things by not having to do groceries, cook and clean.    

Leisure & culture 

Australia is a country which has so much to offer. If you want to travel and see the country the option is 

definitely there: domestic flights are affordable and reliable. If you prefer to stay where you are, there is also a 

lot to see in and around Sydney: from city life to nature and hikes, to amazing food and experiences. A must-

try in my opinion is surfing: there are heaps of amazing beaches around where surf classes will be offered.  

Suggestions/tips (need to knows) 

Sydney prices are similar to prices in the Netherlands.  

The academic calendar at UNSW is different from UU (trimesters rather than semesters) which meant an 

overlap and a study delay in my case (which I think is worth it for me).  

Sydney winter gets pretty cold… It’s not summer all year as I imagined.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? Please explain why (or not) 

I would recommend UNSW and Sydney for your exchange experience. I fell in love with the beautiful country 

and I even hope to come back here for my master’s degree. The courses offered at UNSW are of high academic 

quality and the variety of courses is huge: there will always be a course that suits your interests.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Studying abroad has been the best choice I’ve made during my bachelor’s degree, I can only recommend this to 

everyone!  

 

  



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process took place over a longer period of time, but apart from researching the universities and 

destinations, it did not take a lot of time. I spent the most time looking up universities and location and choose a 

location I wanted to visit most and look which university and courses would suit me most after that. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The university provided enough support. Their website was really useful as well as the information meeting. The 

study advisors provided me with information as well, but it is not possible for them to know everything of all the 

host universities. 

academic preparation 

I don’t think I prepared much academically. 

language preparation 

My studies were already in English and seeing Australia is English speaking, this was an easy task. However, 

getting used to the Australian accent and slang turned out to be a funny task. 

finances 

I have been saving up for quite some time and made sure I loaned enough money. I had this duo loan as a 

reserve in case my own savings were not enough. Really make sure you bring enough money. Sydney/Australia 

is expensive and you don’t want to miss out on any fun trips there. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Business programme 

academic quality of education activities 

Level 2 and level 3 courses 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

There was support available on campus and in the house I lived in 

transfer of credits 

? 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Welcome was really fun. They had an orientation week with lots of freebies, activities and information. We got a 

tour of the massive campus and explanation of how the university worked. They even explained beach safety 

😊 

accommodation 

I lived in International House on campus. This was absolutely amazing and maybe one of the best and cheapest 

options. It was a catered accommodation so we got 3 meals a day. I lived with 150 other 

international/exchange students and made really good friends there. Living on campus was easy too and was 



 

not too far from the beach or city centre. If you feel like this is something for you, send me an email and I’ll see 

if I can get you an advantage to get in (k.m.tax@students.uu.nl) 

leisure & culture 

I had such a fun time hanging out with my friends, discovering the city, hiking and surfing. I volunteered at a 

surf camp in the weekends and learned quite a bit of surfing there, it was absolutely amazing. Culture is very 

interesting in Australia. Aussies are way more laid back and chill and the indigenous people of the land bring 

some interesting culture with 

suggestions/tips 

I definitely recommend living on campus. There are so many people there to make friends with and this makes 

it easier to make contacts. Also, definitely go see the country, it is absolutely beautiful. The Blue Mountains are 

a short ish train ride away and definitely worth it, same as the famous and less famous beaches.  

Sydney is pretty expensive, so make sure you have enough funds, but it is definitely worth it. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend! See my texts above for all the reasons why.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

This was the best decision I could have taken. I made friends for life, studied in a fun environment, travelled the 

country and learned so much about myself. 

 

  



 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

In December 2021 I submitted my first application for the Exchange program. We had to create a list with our 

personal top three destinations . Initially these three did not contain Sydney or not even Australia. In the first 

place I chose Canada. Therefore, the motivation letter I wrote was written to them. Unfortunately, I did not get 

selected for any of these three, with the result I had to make a new top three. This time I did include Australia in 

the top three, but for other universities than UNSW.  Again, there was no spot for me at these universities, until I 

got a call from the Exchange Board. A spot at UNSW in Sydney came open, and I could apply for it if I wanted to. 

Without a doubt I took this opportunity. That is when the excitement for my half year study abroad started.  

You may conclude my application process did not go very smoothly. I thought it was quite stressful as there were 

points where I did not feel confident whether I would go at all. However, it all worked out and I even went all the 

way to the other side of the world.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

  Before the application process the University organized a presentation in which they provided information 

about the Exchange program from beginning till the end. In this presentation they said the chance a student 

would be placed at one of the destinations out of their top three would be around 70 per cent. They did add that 

this percentage was not reliable as it depended on the amount of applications and some other factors. However, 

this stimulated the expectation it was plausible I would be placed at one of the universities from my top three. 

When this did not happen two times, the disappointment was bigger as I had different expectations. In the end, 

the Exchange Board was very helpful as they were very active in finding me a spot.  

academic preparation 

  As I did the exchange in my third year, the courses would be part of my optional course profile. At first, I 

thought this gave the opportunity to choose random courses unrelated to economics. However, I was instructed 

to choose business related courses as I came as a Business student. Also, a normal semester in Australia 

includes three courses. My minor consists of four courses, so this was not enough. Fortunately, UNSW offers a 

winter term where you can follow one course in three weeks. This takes place before the actual semester starts 

(beginning of August - beginning of September). Cumulated this will add up to 4 courses. The courses I chose 

were: Creating Social Change (level 1), Real Estate Finance (level 3), Negotiation Skills (level 3) and Marketing 

Analytics and Big Data (level 3). The process of choosing the courses and applying for them took a long time, as 

UNSW did not respond quickly. My suggestion is to start early with choosing and applying for courses. In the 

end, a week before my study started I still was not accepted to a course, due to a little slackness of UNSW, but 

happily it worked out.  

language preparation 

   The main language in Australia is, of course, English. As the spoken language at my study in Utrecht also is 

English, I was not worried and did not really prepare for it.  

finances 

   While preparing for my exchange, it already came clear to me that Australia really is expensive. I had to buy 

a Health cover, a visa and flight tickets, all three quite expensive and I hadn’t even arrived in Sydney yet. While 

looking for housing I found out that a rent of 1000,- euros per month is average. With the help of my student 

loan, some savings and support from my parents I could get by. However, I sometimes felt limited as I could 

not join trips asd it was too expensive. I would really suggest saving a good amount of money if you are 

interested in seeing more of Australia than just the city.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

     As it took quite long before all my applications were processed, I got my schedule shortly before the start 

of the winter term. This wasn’t really a problem as I didn't really have a lot on my planning. In the winter term I 

followed one course in three weeks. Every Tuesday we had courses all day and the rest was self-study. When 

the real semester started I followed 3 courses. Every course included a lecture of 1,5 to 2 hours and a tutorial 

of 1,5 to 3 hours. I followed a lot of my courses online, as the real life lessons were already full. I would have 

liked it better if I could have followed more face to face lessons, but due to Covid-19, they only did 

lectures/tutorials for a small group.  



 

academic quality of education activities 

     I thought the education was of a good level. I had to work harder than I did at Utrecht University. This 

was not because the difficulty level was so high, but because they did a lot of assessments, and so, a lot of 

deadlines.  

Also, I thought the lessons were way more interactive than at UU. I thought this was quite fun, as I participated 

more actively in the courses.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

     At the UNSW they really care about your well-being as an exchange student and they have a lot of weeks 

focused on this theme. I, myself, did not need counseling, but I can imagine they are really invested if you 

encounter any problems.  

transfer of credits 

     During my time in Australia I had to follow 4 courses. Two courses of level 3, and two courses as optional 

course profiles. After I finished the courses I sent my courses including the grades to the Board of Examiners 

and they gave me the right amount of credits.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

     At the beginning I could sign up for multiple introductory activities such as BBQ’s. Also we had a 

mandatory introduction in which they provided us with all kinds of information on UNSW. I met a lot of people 

during this period.  

accommodation 

     I had an apartment on the campus of UNSW. Housing is really expensive in Sydney, and this option was 

doable compared to other rent prices. I arranged the housing 3 months in advance. If you are interested in 

living on campus, I would recommend you also arrange it on time, as the apartments were already fully booked 

when I arrived in August.  

leisure & culture 

     Australian citizens are really kind and relaxed. There are many beaches, which I thought was the best. 

Almost every day we went to the beach, which was packed with surfers. We also surfed ourselves a couple  

times, which was great, but it was quite expensive. I also loved the city. It is really big, so we tried to see as 

much as possible. It certainly has plenty to offer. We also did a trip to Blue Mountains National Park and a road 

trip along the Gold Coast. This was really great!  

suggestions/tips 

     I would just recommend exploring as much of the city as you can, there is so much to see. Also, if you 

have the budget, I would recommend undertaking multiple trips in Australia, for example, along the Gold Coast.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

     I had such a great time during my exchange! Sydney is a great city and it has a lot to offer. I saw the 

great distance to home as an advantage, because it makes you focus on your Australian life for 100%. The 

beaches and sunsets are unique and the relaxed vibe is great. UNSW gave a different way of education, which I 

really enjoyed. Overall, I can only say I would really recommend going to Sydney! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

     Besides that Sydney is great for an exchange, I would really be aware of how expensive it is. I worked as 

a pizza deliverer to earn some extra money so I could make some trips. However, without the work, I would not 

have had enough money to undertake trips or do other nice things.  

 

  



 

PREPARATION 

Exchange application process at Utrecht University 

Firstly, I needed to look which universities were available through the University of Utrecht and which seemed the 

most interesting for me to go. Once I’d chosen, I needed to get approval from the International Exchange Office 

over my exchange study plan. When I got the approval, I needed to write a motivation letter (addressed to your 

number one university) and then uploaded that to Osiris. After that it was just waiting for a long time to hear 

something back, because the University of Utrecht needed to turn in my exchange application with UNSW.  

Counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The support at Utrecht University was there, but you needed to ask for it, because most of the information was 

on the site. For me personally, I found the preparation a little bit difficult because everything was a bit vague in 

my opinion.  

Academic preparation 

I did not prepare for the courses beforehand. I just let it happen and I feel like that is the best thing to do. 

Since I was already in my third year of my bachelor degree and the courses I wanted to follow were similar to 

those I followed at the University of Utrecht, there was no need for academic preparation.   

Language preparation 

I already got my Cambridge Certificate in high school, so I did not needed any more language preparation 

(since that is one of the requirements of UNSW).  

Finances (living costs) 

I did worked the whole summer before I went to Sydney, and I had already saved a bit (I lived with my parents 

my whole study period before moving to Sydney), so I had already had like a back-up. Next to that I decided to 

borrow college money from DUO.  

 

Study period abroad /About the host university 

Study programme (content and organisational issues at partner) 

At UNSW, the Terms are different; they have three ‘normal’ terms during a normal school year in which you will 

take three courses and a summer or winter term in which you will take one course. My study programme 

contained of two terms at UNSW: a normal Term and the summer term. That period covered a half year in 

Utrecht University semesters.  

Academic quality of education activities 

The quality was comparable to the quality in Utrecht. One thing to remind yourself: if you are going to study 

law, they have a completely different law system in Australia than in the Netherlands, so you need to get to 

know that law system. For me, I got used to it quite quick so that was nice.  

Counselling & support at receiving university abroad (before and during your stay) 

Responses can take up some time if you contact the board or teams like student services, but if you e-mail a 

professor you will get an answer quickly.  

Transfer of credits 

At UNSW, one course gives you 6 UoC what you can equate to 7.5 studypoints at the University of Utrecht.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

Welcome/Orientation programme 

UNSW puts a lot of time and effort in Welcome Week and Orientation week, especially for the normal terms. 

There a heaps of programmes and events you can attend to, and plenty of opportunities to get to know new 

people and make new friends. You can think of movie nights, parties, events on campus, freebies, free food, 

sport activities etc. 



 

Accommodation 

I personally booked a AirBnB with three other Dutch girls in a neighbourhood close to the campus which was 

super fun and nice. I’ve heard mixed reviews on the rooms in dorms on campus, so I do not know if I would 

recommend that. You can find a lot on: flatmates.au 

Leisure & culture 

The culture (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) is highlighted on every ‘official’ event. They will mention a 

recognition of the land, and you can get to know a lot about the culture while studying at UNSW (if you are 

interested in that). 

Suggestions/tips (need to knows) 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? Please explain why (or not) 

Yes definitely, they are super friendly and welcoming to international students and they want to make sure your 

time in Australia will be unforgettable! 

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No 

  



 

PREPARATION 

Exchange application process at Utrecht University 

The application went fine. I had to fill in a top 3 of Universities and got chosen for my number 1. The information 

about  application was clear on the UU site. Only some things about Sydney were not correct of out-dated 

looking back. Also I had never heard/seen any of these reports being published and that would have been very 

helpful. The UU can do better and should make it more clear on the website where your can find these reports. . 

 

*Note from the IEO: since 2016-2017 there have been student reports at the UU website at each destination’s 

webpage.  

Counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Very bad. They do not have/know a lot of  the information I needed and I needed to search things a lot myself, 

what was stressful. Also they take a very long time to respond to emails. I also had the idea the the UU did not 

have good contact with my exchange University. So if your stuck, go search it out for yourself!* 

 

*Note from the IEO: both the UU and the host university expect students to adopt a proactive attitude in doing 

research, reading carefully and arranging matters. Patience and flexibility are also sometimes put to the test. 

Not all information is known or available well in advance. 

 

Academic preparation 

Nothing for me.       

Language preparation 

I had to hand in my Cambridge exam.   

Finances (living costs) 

Sydney is VERY expensive!!  

House: 1100 eur 

Living (groceries, eating/going out, activities, etcetera): 1200 eur (easily) 

Traveling: depends (book the tickets and tours early because the prices run up quickly!) 

 

 

Study period abroad /About the host university 

Study programme (content and organisational issues at partner) 

Random courses for fun (I had already finished the bachelor)  

Academic quality of education activities 

Outstanding! The education is in my opinion way better than in the Netherlands. The teachers and peers are 

very engaged and enthusiastic what made the courses so much fun. Never had that in Utrecht.    

Counselling & support at receiving university abroad (before and during your stay) 

Very bad. Same as UU. They do not have/know a lot of  the information I needed and I needed to search things 

a lot myself, what was stressful. Also they take a very long time to respond to emails. I also had the idea the the 

UNSW did not have good contact with the UU. So if your stuck, go search it out for yourself!* 

 



 

*Note from the IEO: During the application process at UNSW, their International Office was understaffed, 

which meant that answers were delayed for a long time. They are now fairly strong again.  

Transfer of credits 

38 dollars to print it out and the Student Nucleus Hub. You can find this easily online. DO THIS IN TIME WAY 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE! 

 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

Welcome/Orientation programme 

Fun! Made all my friends their for the whole period.  

Accommodation 

I booked an amazing Airbnb in Coogee area with 3 other Dutch girls. I would recommend doing the same, 

because the Campus is absolutely not fun whatsoever.  

Best subburbs to live: Coogee, Bondi (junction), Clovelly, Marouba, Randwick, Paddington, Surry Hills, Watson 

Bay area.  

Leisure & culture 

Beach, walks, city: anything is fun in Sydney! 

Suggestions/tips (need to knows) 

Buy an Opal Card (kid), which you can travel with. The kid card is 50% cheaper than the normal and the stores 

easily give it to you.  

You need a creditcard or revolut. You can not pay with your Dutch account anywhere. 

Look on Google Maps for public transport and also follow on there where you need to stop, because the bus 

doesn’t tell you!  

Best places to go out: Golden Sheaf, Coogee Pavillion, Cargo, Bungalow 8.  

If you want to work you need to get a RSA certificate and apply for a tax file number before you leave.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? Please explain why (or not) 

Yes, had the best time ever. Made the most amazing friends. Australia and Sydney are such special and great 

places, especially if you love travelling. The Aussies are so nice, open and relaxed. The UNSW provides 

outstanding education, but just don’t live on the campus as a tip! 

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Go on exchange! You’ll have the best time.       

  



 

PREPARATION 

Exchange application process at Utrecht University 

     All the information of the universities can be found on the website. The application itself for UNSW was 

quite time consuming.  

Counselling & support at Utrecht University 

      You can always email the exchange office however they cannot help you with everything and most of the 

times you need to email the host university of look things up yourself.* 

 

*Note from the IEO: both the UU and the host university expect students to adopt a proactive attitude in 

doing research, reading carefully and arranging matters. Patience and flexibility are also sometimes put to the 

test. Not all information is known or available well in advance. 

Academic preparation 

      I believe you need to have an GPA of 6.5 to be accepted at UNSW.  

Language preparation 

     You English needs to be good. My study was already in English so UNSW did not require me to do any 

language tests.  

Finances (living costs) 

      between the 2200 –2500 euro (also some travelling included) 

Housing: 1000 euro (on campus) 

Groceries: 650 euro 

other expenses (eating out/partying etc): 400 euro  

 

Study period abroad /About the host university 

Study programme (content and organisational issues at partner) 

      I chose random courses to study at UNSW (Negotiation Skills; International Business Strategy; Creating 

Social Change; Finance, Banking and Technology). The courses that you choose need to be approved by the 

host university based on if you match the prerequisites for those courses. This process takes a lot of time an the 

communication with the host university was difficult.  

Academic quality of education activities 

     The academic quality was good, in comparison to the Netherlands there were more assignments and you 

were graded on your participation in class.  

Counselling & support at receiving university abroad (before and during your stay) 

     Very bad. Most of the time I needed to email multiple times before I got a response from UNSW. Also the 

enrolment of courses was very stressful and badly structured.  

 

*Note from the IEO: During the application process at UNSW, their International Office was understaffed, 

which meant that answers were delayed for a long time. They are now fairly strong again. 

Transfer of credits 

     You can apply for your transcript of records online and then report that to the Exchange office. They will 

then transfer the credits into ETC’s.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

Welcome/Orientation programme 

     Nice to meet new international students. Made a lot of friends during orientation week.  



 

Accommodation 

     I lived on campus, which was fine and easy to apply for. However, I would not recommend it, since there 

are many more student accomodations that are more fun. Overall, it is quite hard to find accommodation in 

Sydney so start searching on time.   

Leisure & culture 

     Ther are lots of nice events/bars/pubs/restaurants/parties/activities in Sydney. The people are really nice 

and the culture is not that different that in the Netherlands.  

Suggestions/tips (need to knows) 

     Opal card for public transport (you can buy it at every new agency) 

If you want to work here you need to apply for RSA if you need to serve alcohol for the job. Additionally you will 

need to apply for a tax file number and get an Australian bank account (Common Wealth bank is very easy).   
 

CONCLUSIONS 

Would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? Please explain why (or not) 

      Yes, I had a great experience in Sydney. I loved the city since it has beautiful beaches all along the 

coast, nice people, lost of nice coastal walks, parties and restaurants. It was very nice to meet lots of new 

people and charge this amazing experience with them.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      No 

 

  



 

PREPARATION 

Exchange application process at Utrecht University 

I don’t remember having any troubles here.  

Counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Good if you seek for support on time, however if it is close to deadlines all the counselling will be full so keep 

that into account. Last minute support will be very difficult to find in my experience. 

Academic preparation 

No extra academic preparation needed. 

Language preparation 

As a Economics and Business Economics student I already have all my studies in English and since my exchange 

was in Australia there was no language preparation to be done, however if your study is not in English you will 

need to get a English certificate to study at UNSW, so keep that in mind. 

Finances (living costs) 

Australia and Sydney are sadly very expensive so living costs are very high, if you manage to get in any 

colleges, which are on campus buildings where students live and where all meals are included, I think you can 

keep costs at around 1000 euros a month, depending on your alcohol consumption, since alcohol is very 

expensive in Australia. Some people don’t want to live on campus or if you are unlucky like in my case and then 

you need to find something else, which can easily cost around 700 euros a month and that is without food or 

drinks. When traveling through Australia you will easily spend 2000 euros a month. 

 

Study period abroad /About the host university 

Study programme (content and organisational issues at partner) 

UNSW was quite hard to communicate with from my experience and they can be very strict regarding 

prerequisites for certain courses. The structure of the courses were kind of the same as in Utrecht and the 

difficulty was also similar to Utrecht. 

Academic quality of education activities 

No remarks.  

Counselling & support at receiving university abroad (before and during your stay) 

Before your stay the communication was very bad, the time difference is annoying it was all very vague and you 

can’t call as easily, since it costs a lot of money to call to Australia.  

Transfer of credits 

This was no issue. Credits are 6 per course, but if confirmed by Utrecht will be worth the 7.5 ECTS you need. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

Welcome/Orientation programme 

If you start in winter term, which most people will there is a welcome programme, but it’s short and only for 

other exchange students. There is also a more proper introduction week if you start in UNSW’s term 3, but it did 

not make a big impression on me. 

Accommodation 

As mentioned I did not get in on campus, however I knew a lot of people who lived on campus and it is an easy 

way to make a lot of friends quickly so I would recommend. I heard the food was decent and several activities 



 

were organised for the different colleges. The only downfall is you will instantly create a bubble for yourself and 

most people on campus did not make many friends outside of campus, at least from my personal observation. 

Leisure & culture 

Australia is of course very beautiful so I won’t go in depth you can find a lot on this easily yourself. I would 

recommend to find people as soon as possible and travel with them in a van that is ideal. Culture wise you 

should not have a lot of expectations, the aboriginal culture is basically destroyed and all the aboriginals you will 

encounter all live on the streets, which is a sad sight to see and other than that you only have the culture, 

which came with the Brits.  

Suggestions/tips (need to knows) 

Australia is a very easy country to get used to so there is not much I can give a real tip on. Just have a good 

time find people you like and go to the beaches often.  Just make sure you don’t expect the best weather ever, 

since especially in Sydney you will be disappointed. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? Please explain why (or not) 

Yes, but be very careful with your expectations. This university is very Asian dominated, which is not a bad 

thing by any means, however they come from Asia to study here and often know very little English and are very 

shy, so making actual local friends is in my opinion extremely difficult in this university. Don’t expect to make a 

lot of Australian mates it is hard and you won’t join their groups easily even though they are very nice people. 

You will mainly make friends with other people on exchange and there will be a lot of them so if this is 

something you are also interested in the lack of locals will not be a huge issue. Sydney itself is beautiful and I 

would certainly recommend going there, there is a lot to do in the city and if you have found yourself some 

friends just go and enjoy the beaches everyday or make a daytrip to the Blue Mountains or a National park, 

then you will have a very good time.  

Do you have any additional advice or comments? 

My biggest advice would be before going on exchange really take a good look at your own personality and if you 

make friends easily, because if you are unlucky in the beginning it can be quite a lonely experience and if you 

can’t handle that exchange might not be for you.  

 

  



 

2019-2020 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I always knew that I wanted to go on exchange to an English speaking country preferabably outside of Europe. I 

visited the exchange lecture in my second year and started preparing all the documents needed.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Huub, the study advisor, helped my big time. He is amazing and helped me find courses at the right level.  

academic preparation 

/  

language preparation 

Since my study in Utrecht is in English I didn't need to do anything to prove my English skills.  

finances 

I saved a lot of money beforehand so I wouldn't have to worry about money. Australia is an expensive country 

so keep this in mind when you want to study here.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I did an intensive August course called: 'Creating Social Change'. This was a 3 week course with mostly 

exchange students, this was really nice and I made some good friends there. Futhermore I took the courses 

'Entrepreneurship and Innovation' , 'Retirement Saving and Spending over the Lifecycle' and 'Organisational 

Economics'. Entrepreneurship was really like the name tells you. Retirement was a really interesting course 

about the Australian pension system and some psychological aspects. Organisational Economics was a math 

course which I wouldn't recommend if you are not good in math since it takes a lot of time and causes a lot of 

stress which you don't want when you are on exchange.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of UNSW is comparable to UU.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

UNSW really cares about the (mental) health of her students. I doesn't matter if you are a domestic or 

international student UNSW offers a lot of help to everyone.  

transfer of credits 

Not experienced yet.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UNSW gave a warm welcome to all exchange students with an Aboriginal show and a BBQ.  

accommodation 

I didn't get accommodation on campus since there were not enough houses. I found my house in Coogee 

through flatmatefinders. It was really expensive (900 euro a month) but on campus living is not much cheaper. 

But I loved my house with jacuzzi and a pool table and lovely roommates.   



 

leisure & culture 

I joined the gym close to my home, spend a lot of time at Coogee beach. Did a lot of beautiful hikes and 

explored the many (hidden) bars and clubs in Sydney.  

suggestions/tips 

/ 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend UNSW to future exchange students, it is a beautiful university in an amazing Sydney. Try to 

travel as much as you can and enjoy your time!  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

 

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process required me to write a motivation letter and create a study plan. This process 

is adequatly explained on the website of the University of Utrecht. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office counseled and supported me when necessary. Besides, they contacted me to ask 

whether I was okay considering the current bushfires in Sydney, which I thought was very thoughtfull. 

academic preparation 

I did not academically prepare myself for this exchange, neither do I believe that this is necessary. 

language preparation 

The UNSW requires you to take a TOEFL test. I already took that test a while ago for my first exchange to the 

University of California, Berkeley. I believe that if you speak a moderate level of English, you should be perfecty 

fine.  

finances 

As expected, Sydney is an expensive city to live. TIP: public transport is very cheap on Sundays! 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

An important difference that I have noticed between the law courses in Utrecht and in Sydney is that I did not 

have any 'normal' in-class exams. All assignments required me to write a (big) essay. As a result, I had to write 

a total of at least 20.000 words this semester. Although this significantly improved my English writing skills, I 

would have preffered a more balanced mix of in-class exams and writing assignments.  

academic quality of education activities 

The acadmic quality is comparable to the University of Utrecht.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 



 

The University of New South Wales has an exchange team that you can approach by e-mail or in person. This 

was especially usefull in the first weeks, to ask questions about the enrolment in classes. 

transfer of credits 

One course in UNSW (6 credits) transfers to 7.5 ECTS. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

UNSW welcomed us on a one day orientation day 

accommodation 

I lived in a student-house  in Coogee, 2 minutes from the beach and a 20 minute walk or 10 minutes bus ride to 

the University. I really recommend living in this area!  

leisure & culture 

During my semester, I was able to make trips to Cairns (the great barrier reef), Fraser Island, Byron Bay and 

Noosa. This was possible because I only had class on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, which allowed me to travel in 

the weekends.  

suggestions/tips 

I would really recommend to explore Australia, because it has so much more to offer than just Sydney! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

YES, studying at UNSW is the ideal oppurtunity to enjoy Sydney and all the other beautiful spots Australia has 

to offer!!  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Do not forget your international drivers license if you want to rent a car :-)  

 

2018-2019 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process was fine. There was no issue with my application. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Counselling at UU was good. I went there once to ask for some information on criteria for my motivation letter. 

However, I never received a student report of students who have been to Australia before me. I am not sure if 

every student is aware of this extra information/website. 

academic preparation 

- 

language preparation 

No language preparation was needed. The language spoken at the UNSW is English, just like the teaching 

language of my master program. 



 

finances 

Finances is an important aspect of preparation before you go to Australia. Australia is a very expensive country. 

There are a lot of things that have comparable prices to the Netherlands: public transport, groceries, coffee to 

go, etc. But the rent is much higher compared to a students house in the Netherlands. And even then you 

probably have to share your room (very common in Sydney). Furthermore, once you are in Australia, you want 

to see the country! Australia is beautiful and this exchange is an opportunity to travel in one of most beautiful 

countries of the world!! But traveling is not for free and quite expensive. On average I would say that it is 

comparable to traveling in the Netherlands times 1.5. So make an overview of your savings and income during 

your stay in Australia to make sure that you can study but also can explore the country. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I choose courses on master level. These courses were related to my master program and to my personal 

interests. Because these courses were an addition to my master program, I was free to choose courses of my 

own interest. Also, I choose one bachelor course since this was about the history of Sydney and Australia.  

academic quality of education activities 

The three master courses were comparable to the courses I follow at UU in terms of quality and expectations. 

The bachelor course was a first year bachelor course and therefore not in any way comprable to my master 

program. However, it was an interesting course and did help me gain knowledge in Australia's history. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I had to change some of my courses when I arrived. This all went quite smooth and there is an exchange office 

that will help you out if you reach out to them. 

transfer of credits 

30. The system in Australia works different than in the Neteherlands. The total amount of classes you can take 

in one semester is 4 which is 30 ects.   

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

In the week before class started, we had a welcome afternoon tea to get to know other students. The week 

after started with classes and finalizing your courses and program. 

accommodation 

I went to Australia without organizing my accomodation. This was because I wanted to see several places 

before saying yes to one place beforehand. This is how I did it during my other exchange as well. This means 

that in the first week (or weeks) you need to find an accomocation. Make sure you prepare some inspections 

before leaving the Netherlands. Otherwise it might be quite stressful.  

leisure & culture 

Australia offers a lot of beautiful nature. This made me travel around a lot in Australia. My house was right next 

to the beach and a beautiful coastal walk. This coastal walk was almost daily routine. Sydney is a big city in 

Australia but Australia is also very big. This means that if you want to leave Sydney, you have to drive for hours 

to get to the next city, or you have to fly. Resulting in a weekend trips. The people in Sydney (and Coogee, the 

eare where I used to live) are fit and therefor working out is part of their daily routine. You will see a lot of 

people working out in parks or beaches. Make it part of your daily routine cause it is amazing! 

suggestions/tips 

If you want to work during your exchange, start looking for a job immediately. With the students visa, you are 

allowed to work for a limited amount of hours per week/month.  

UNSW does not have a program to meet new people. I lived in a house with 33 students and this made it easy 

for me to make new friends. Join sports or other associations. That will make it easy to make some new friends.  

 



 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would defenitely recommend this unversity to others. Also I would recommend the destination.  

The university offered a lot of different courses and that was very appealing to me. Since I had the chance to 

really pick classes of my interest, this wide range of different classes was good to have.  

And for the destintion, please read the part about leisure! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Enjoy your time in Australia. It was an amazing experience. It may feel like you are far away from familiy or 

friends, but you will find new friends in no time! 

 

 

PREPARATION 

     exchange application process 

     Although the process was relatively simple and easy to understand, final responses took a very long time, which 

was not ideal since it meant I was only sure I was going in May. This meant I could not book my flight a long 

time in advance. 

      counselling & support at Utrecht University 

     I received proper counselling from the study advisors relating to courses i could take which for fulfilling the 

requirements, however no one was able to get me answers sooner or at all from utrechts end relating to UNSW, 

so still always had to contact the australian office. 

     academic preparation 

     I did not prepare academically specifically for my exchange as is was the same sort of study as at home. 

     language preparation 

     Since everything was done in english i did not prepare for the language. 

     finances 

     It took a relatively long time to establish how much everything would cost in particular accommodation, 

however luckily the Uni was free.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

     study programme (content and organisational issues) 

     I had applied for an internship over the Uni which exchange students could do and did not receive any 

response until one week after classes in Sydney had started. I then received the details of the internship i had 

gotten and found out that it was unpaid, and that i had to pay a 3000$AUD fee to the Uni because the 

internship program was counted like a course and was not covered under the agreement between UNSW and 

UU. 

     academic quality of education activities 

     The level of academia was very high, however there were a lot of exchange students which were not 

motivated making group work hard. 

     counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

     I did not need counseling, however support was relatively easy to access at the international office, the house 

dean or anywhere. 

     transfer of credits 

     The transfer of credits was no issue since i coordinated well with the study advisor in Utrecht and UNSW is 

one of USE’s direct destinations. 



 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

     welcome & orientation programme 

     The welcome and orientation program was as i expected in the sense that it fulfilled its purpose. It is 

relatively easy to meet people, however  a lot harder to find people with similar interests to myself. 

     accommodation 

     Accomodation of campus is very expensive and i did not share many interests with the people in my house.  

     leisure & culture 

     This was particularly disappointing. The university students are more interested in studying than leisure 

making the campus a relatively boring place. Going to downtown sydney takes a long time and is expensive and 

you will not easily find people to go with you regularly. Also Australia is a car culture, and hence not having one 

is not ideal. Furthermore it is hard to meet Australians and you are often only with internationals. 

     suggestions/tips 

     Try live in the kensington colleges i have heard they are more fun. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

     would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

     I can not recommend this destination. The level of academia is more challenging so you will likely decrease 

your average grade. Furthermore it is very expensive, and very limited fun. Even if you go with friends and 

have a great group of people, university require too much time to be able to do many trips unless perhaps you 

take fewer classes than usually. For me the cost benefit was not good. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

     I have heard better things from the University of Queensland and unis in melbourne 

 

 


