
 

 

 

 

Queen Mary University of London 

2022-2023 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It takes some time to complete the application process and it is important that you are aware of all the deadlines 

and steps that you need to take. If you have a good overview of what you need to do, it is quite easy to get 

everything done. During the application process, UU was quick to answer all my questions about the process. 

Make sure you start you orientation on time for destinations and the other steps you need to take.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The support at Utrecht University was good. It was easy to get in touch with the International Exchange Office 

and they answered all my e-mails very quickly and kindly. Moreover, they were very helpful during and after my 

stay when I contacted them with questions about, for example, the Erasmus grant. The website also offers a lot 

of relevant information.   

academic preparation 

I did not really do things to prepare myself acadamically. I just looked in the module directory to find out what 

modules Queen Mary (and other universities) offere. Be aware that the module directories are not always 

representive of the actual modules you can choose during your stay. 

language preparation 

To apply to Queen Mary University you must meet the language requirement. Moreover, there is a compulsory 

language test you have to pass for the Erasmus Grant process. I did not really prepare myself otherwise and I 

think that this is not really necessary if you have a good command of English.  

finances 

London is a very expensive destination and the cost of living is very high. Therefore, make sure you save enough 

money, since the Erasmus grant (and DUO) is not enough to cover all your expenses. It is useful to make a plan 

for your finances to make sure you have enough money!   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

You have to choose 4 modules before starting at Queen Mary University. I initially chose Democracy and 

Justice, Family Law, Competition Law and Climate Justice. During the first weeks, you can easily add or drop a 

module and I switched from Competition Law to Law, Knowledge and Power. Only for Family Law I did have 

lectures and tutorials, for my other modules I only had seminars once a week. Most of the modules were 

interesting and they were quite different from the courses you have in the Netherlands. It is important to note 

that the number of modules you can choose is limited and that you can only take modules from the Law 

department.  

academic quality of education activities 

Overal, the modules were all well taught. However, the system was very different from what I was used to in 

the Netherlands. For most of my modules, I only had one seminar a week and no lectures. The lecturers were 

really helpful. The level of teaching was good and the readings were doable. However, the exams were a bit 

different from what I expected. I ended up having to submit 3 of my essays in January even though I left London 

in December, just before Christmas. They topics of the essays were a bit vague.  



 

 

 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The University was very helpful from the start. It was easy to communicate with the Global Oppurtunities Team 

before my arrival. Moreover, the Global Oppurtunities Office was really helpful during my stay. They were 

willing to help you with any of your problems or questions.     

transfer of credits 

I have not yet received any information about the transfer of credits or the transcript of records. Our system 

uses 7.5 ECTS per course, while the UK system uses 15 credits per course.   

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The welcome & orientation programma was not really special, but it did give you a chance to meet some 

people. There were no activities organised especially for Erasmus students, but there was a general welcome 

programma more aimed at the freshers. During the introduction week, all societies (there are many) present 

themselves, so I would recommend going to the students union fair.  

accommodation 

Queen Mary no longer offers on-campus accommodation to Erasmus Exchange students. Therefore, you need 

to search for a room very early. There are several private students accomodations from organisations like Scape 

or Unite Students. I think this is the best option for a nice accommodation for a period of 3 months. There are 

also several Facebook groups you can join to find a room. I ended up finding something close to the University 

which was fine, but I am sure that if you start looking earlier you can save money and find a better location. I 

don’t think that the location of your accomodation matters that much, as long as the accommodation is located 

close to a tube station.  

leisure & culture 

London is an amazing and vibrant city and there are many fun things you can do. First, there are many cultural 

activities and I would recommend visiting several museums as most of them are free. Moreover, it is fun to visit 

at least one of the theaters located in Covent Garden. Furthermore, London offers several food markets where 

you can eat really good food. As stated above, it is really fun to join a society to meet new people. Finally, there 

are nice pubs everywhere and good places to go clubbing in Shoreditch and Soho.  

suggestions/tips 

 I would recommend joining a society, such as a sport society, as all societies are easy to join for just one 

semester. This is a great opportunity to interact not only with Exchange students, but also with students from 

Queen Mary University. I joined the hockey society and I really enjoyed it. The team organised a lot of social 

activities, so this team brought me new contacts and friends. Besides, there is a lot to do in London. Almost all 

museums are free to visit, so I would recommend visiting many of them. I would recommend to go to 

neighbourhoods such as Shoreditch and Camden Town. There are many great food markets, of which Borough 

Market was my favourite! It is really easy and cheap to visit nearby towns, such as Oxford and Cambridge, 

which I would highlt recommend. Finally, sometimes it can be nice to escape the busy city, which is why I would 

recommend going to Greenwich or Hampstead.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I would highly recommend this university and London as destination to others. London is a very fun and 

vibrant city and there are many fun things to do. It is a nice place to live for a period of 3-month and the people 

in London are very kind and helpful. Overall, the university is well organized and both the teachers and the 

guidance staff were helpful. The academic level is also good. However, there are not that many courses to 

choose from, so make sure that you are interested in the ones they offer.    



 

 

 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

First, I would recommend saving enough money and calculating your finances as London is very expensive. 

The cost of living is even higher than I expected and you will probably spend a lot of money on food, tube 

travel and your rent. Moreover, since Queen Mary no longer offers on-campus accomodation to Erasmus 

students, I would highly recommend booking a room (in a student accomodation such as the International 

Student House) very early as this will save you money. If you book a room, make sure it is close to public 

transport or a tube station as you will definitely use it often. Lastly, as mentoined above, I would 

recommend joining a society, such as a sport society. All societies are easy to join for just one semester and 

this is a great opportunity to interact not only with Exchange students, but also with students from Queen 

Mary University.   

 

  



 

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process went quite smooth for me. At first, everyting is a big maze. But I just sat down 
for a few afternoons to arrange everything. It's really important to keep a document with every deadline so you 
don’t miss them. We asked the University the details of all students who were going to London. This way we 
could ask each other things when didn't know what to do.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Counseling & support at Utrecht University went great. They respond to emails quick and were able to help me 
with all my problems.  

academic preparation 

So I really didn’t' do any academic preporation other than looking in to the modules I was going to take. As soon 
as classes start, you will understand everything very quick.  

language preparation 

Because my English was already quite good. I didn't need to take any lessons. I did start reading English books, 
watch English movies and listen to English podcast the months before my exchange. Just to become a little 
more comfortable with the language. As soon as I arrived, I was able to speak English with everyone. I did have 
some trouble understanding English during classes because the study Rechtsgeleerdheid is completely in Dutch. 
So I wasn't used to English classes. This took some time to get used to. At some point during your exchange you 
start to think in English.  

finances 

Because London is an expensive city, I do recommend saving up some money. With the Erasmus grant and DUO 
you get far but it's not enough if you want to do a lot of things. Everything is expensive, from housing to 
groceries to drinks. I think during my whole exchange, I spent like € 10.000. Sometimes I chose to not go to 
certain events because they were too expensive. I had to spend my money wisely. Most museums and parks are 
free so you don't have to spend money on the things you do.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I chose some really interesting courses they don't have in the Netherlands. I followed a course called Animal 
Rights for example. Where we learn about the rights animal have in different countries. And discuss to what 
extend certain animals should have certain rights. Because I didn't do a minor, I got to do courses I was genuinly 
interested in. The content was good and I learned a lot. I also didn't have any organisational issues. Also as a 
Queen Mary student, you get access to every London University Library. There are some beautiful libraries to 
study in. Just look up: Senate House Library, or The Maughan Library.  

academic quality of education activities 

The acaedemic quality was compareble to the Netherlands. There were some courses which they gave for the 
first time. You sometimes you notice this but the teachers handled it very well and were really flexible. The 
teachers were very realistic about what students can handle. Also, because of this grant. They would move 
deadlines for exchange students.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

No complaints. Everytime I had a question, I was helped good and fast.  

transfer of credits 

At the end of the semester, I received an email from the University with all my grades. I didn't transfer them to 
my home university yet.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 



 

 

 

The Univeristy didn't organize much for people to get to know each other. Only two one hour sessions. I went 
to both and was able to make lot of friends. With these friends I spent my whole exchange. The University did 
organize some walks around the area of the University. I went to one of these walks and was able to make 
more friends. It's also really interesting to learn about an area you're going to be quite a lot in.  

accommodation 

I got really lucky finding a room on Facebook between all the scams. I think I had searched for 2 months when I 
found this place. I videocalled with the girl to make sure everyting was in order. We also had close contact for a 
longer period of time about the deposit and whatnot. Finding a place in London is torture so I got very lucky. 
For the last month I stayed in an Airbnb. This was perfect. If you start looking in time, you will be able to find 
'cheap' Airbnbs in good locations. I had no trouble with my landlords or about getting my deposit back. My 
advise is: start looking in time and use your whole network. Everybody knows someone who lives/has lived in 
London.   

leisure & culture 

The Queen Mary University had over 100 societies you could join if you wanted. Also just for one semester. You 
have got all kinds of societies. Like a chess society, a Spanish society and even a K-pop society. Something from 
everyone. I joined to boat club so I rowed to whole semester. This way I could sport and meet other people. The 
society organized a lot of social activies and I was able to do races. My friend group from University was really 
excited to explore the city. We had a groupchat with people from all over the world and everybody would just 
drop things they wanted to see or activites they wanted to do. Everybody could join and this way I was able to 
do everything on my bucket list and explore new things.  

suggestions/tips 

Go to all introduction activities. Here are people who want to meet people so it will be easier to make friends 
here. Just talk to people. For me taking steps out of my comfort zone brought me even further.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes I would. From the day I arrived until the day I left I had so much fun. My biggest piece of advise is to go to 
all introduction activities and join a society. With people around you you will have one of the best times ever. 
The uni was good, the city was fantastic. For me going on exchange was one of the most fun and rewarding 
activities I have ever done.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

  



 

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I just had to pick three universities where I would like to study and write a motivation letter. After this, the 

faculty would asign one of these universities to me.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I have only gone to a seminar where much information about the exchange process was explained. This was 

very helpful. Apart from this, the university had a helpful support center to which you can pose anyquestion!  

academic preparation 

I did not do any academic preparation before going on the exchange.  

language preparation 

I was traveling to an English speaking country because of which I did not have to study any language before 

departure. I considered my English proficiency level high enough to communicate with locals.  

finances 

I have saved up enough money to afford rent and get by for three months.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I studied law during my exchange. Though, half of the subjects I took were very philosophical which I absolutely 

loved. Besides, the persons at Queen Mary University of London are very helpful with regards to organisational 

issues in my experience. They answer email quite quickly. This was helpful when I wanted to change certain 

subjects.   

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of the subjects at Queen Mary University of London are very good. There are interesting subjects for 

which you get reading material that is really interesting. During the seminars you discuss the material you have 

read beforehand. So, the education is very interactive.    

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The councel and support at the receiving university were a bit slow in replying. I would go to the offices and 

remember to not be afraid to show a matter of urgency so they will be more inclined to help.  

transfer of credits 

30 credits at Queen Mary University of London are 15 EC at Utrecht University.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is an introduction week at the beginning of the semester during which you can meet fellow Erasmus 

students. 

accommodation 

It is very difficult to get an accommodation in London. You can use HousingAnywhere.com.  

leisure & culture 

There are loads of activities to do in London! Just look on the internet which ones you would prefer.  

suggestions/tips 



 

 

 

None. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes. The university is located in a wonderful ity: London! This way you can truly experience living in such a 

wonderful city. However, the university provides very little subjects to choose from. There is also a chance that 

you have studied similar subjects during your studies at Utrecht Univerity. These subjects you won't be able to 

chose anymore.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

 No.  

  



 

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It was easy to apply through my University. Sometimes it was not clear what I had to fill in somewhere, but I 

could always figure it out. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Exchange Office of my university was very helpful. They always had quick responses.  

academic preparation 

I didn’t really acedemically prepare for my exchange 

language preparation 

I didn't prepare anything, because I thought my English was good enough. 

finances 

I worked and saved a lot in the summer before my exchange. I got the Erasmus Grant and OV-vergoeding.   

 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took 4 courses at Queen Mary: Climate Justice, Law in Asia, Democracy & Justice and Law, Knowledge, Power. 

We didn’t have that many options to choose from and some of the options were not really relevant. I am happy 

with the courses I picked. A few were a bit more philosophical, which is nice since that is not something I get a 

lot at my home university. Climate justice was more a personal interest.  

It was not made very clear in the beginning that the deadline of the essays would be a month after we left 

London. 

academic quality of education activities 

The courses were different than what I was used to in the Netherlands. The courses had a different structure 

and my grades were all bases on essays. I only had seminars (1 per week) for my courses, which were not really 

interactive. I felt like the courses were a bit easier to pass than in the Netherlands.     

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I didn’t have any issues but I got quick responses to my emails.    

transfer of credits 

The credits haven’t transferred yet.   

 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 



 

 

 

I participated in a few of the welcome activities of the university. This was were I made most of my friends.  

accommodation 

I was very fortunate that I could live with family in London. I would say that it doesn’t matter that much where 

in London you live, since it is easy to get everywhere with public transport (even at night).  

leisure & culture 

I experienced London to be a relatively safe city. I made mostly friends with other exchange students, we talked 

about how it was quite hard to make English friends. We felt like they already had their own friend group and 

they stick to that group mostly.  

People are polite and nice to you in public. 

suggestions/tips 

Get a subscription on your Oystercard. You will pay one price, for unlimited travel.  

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend this university and city! It is a more expensive city, but you can make it as expensive as you 

want. And for three months it was definitely do-able. I had a great time at my university and in London. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

- 

 

2021-2022 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was very time-consuming. You need to start early and always try to fill in necessary 

forms right away instead of waiting to do it. Because otherwise you will have to do so many different things next 

to your normal life that mistakes are often happening. But if you follow the steps UU provides it is not that 

difficult, just time-consuming. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

 The support UU provides is very good. They reply quickly when you e-mail them or call them. They also 

organised a meeting with all Erasmus+ students before we left which was nice because you could hear about 

things you did not even knew you wanted to know.  

academic preparation 

I did do some academic preparation for my courses. I did the course Chinese Law and Institutions and I read a 

lot about it before I went to the UK. This was very helpful for my understanding, especially during the first 

weeks. 

language preparation 

Since I went to the UK it was not necessary for me to practice my English. I was already pretty fluent in English. I 

read some books and a lot of websites about London though which definitely improved my English.  



 

 

 

finances 

During Covid I worked a lot, which meant that I had enough savings to go on exchange. I heard that it was 

gonna be very expensive so I worked even more during the period that I was preparing to head to London. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took four courses: Chinese Law and Institutions, Contract Law II, Intellectual Property - Industrial Property, 

Comparative Law.  

Chinese Law was very interesting and I learned a lot about the country itself and the way it works with their 

mechanisms. I did not know a lot about China before this exchange so it was very nice. 

Contract Law II was a first-year course but was the follow-up from Contract Law I from the previous (UK) 

semester. This meant that I missed all the basics and it was too difficult to understand and actively participate 

in class. 

The IP course was really interesting. The teachers were great and the topics were very attractive. We talked 

about Covid, medicines and brands you all know. 

Comparative Law was tough but very interesting. It was a lot about the history and development of law in 

Europe, and since I am interested in history this course was interesting for me. 

academic quality of education activities 

QMUL is a highly-qualified university. Students were smart and I think the level of education is comparable to 

the Dutch level. Some classes were more high-school like though. So that was a bit different sometimes but 

overall the level was more or less the same. Exams were difficult but were so-called 24 hour exams.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The international office of Queen Mary was always available to help you with questions. This was very nice, 

especially in the first weeks when everything is new and you are alone in a city of 9 million people. They helped 

me out more than once. 

transfer of credits 

At this time I cannot say anything about transfer of credits since I did not receive my transcript of records yet. 

But on the website of QMUL they say that credits will be transferred into ECTS so I trust that. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The welcome programme was very well-organised. Since I did not know anyone at the start it was very nice to 

have all these activities were you had to talk with a lot of students from all over the world. We did some drinks 

together the first week and made loads of friends right away. Most activities were on campus so you were able 

to explore this too which was very nice. 

accommodation 

I had to find private housing since at QMUL only non-European students can live on campus during exchange. I 

lived in Hoxton in a studio that I found via an agent which was very helpful to get help from. I paid 420 pounds 

per week which was crazy expensive. But it was worth it cause my neighborhood was very lively and campus 

was really close by walking or tube. 

leisure & culture 

London is one of the best cities in the world. I lived there for five months and was by far not able to do 

everyhting. There is always something happening and there are so many nice markets, shopping streets, bars, 

touristic activities, sporting matches. Also a lot of museums that you can visit free of charge which is amazing. 

You can go to a museum and leave within an hour if you do not like it. I did that a couple of times but went to a 

lot of museums that I would never go to if I had to pay for it. 



 

 

 

suggestions/tips 

Camden market is one of the best places in London to go during the weekends. Very nice place with lots of 

good food and fun shops. Also the canals make it really nice. If you like football you should definitely go to 

London on exchange. I saw a lot of matches with friends and everyone went as often as they could. I also played 

in a university football team which gave me a lot of new friends. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend London since I think it is the best city in the world. There is so much to do and I 

had the best experience of my life there. It is not that far from home so that is also nice sometimes. People can 

visit you and you will meet a Dutch person every now and then in London which is cool. To conclude, I think 

everyone should go on exchange to London, also because of the musicals that play everyday. I think there are 

about 25 or 30 musicals each day for the whole year which is awesome. Even if you are not into it, just try it 

once. You will not regret it. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

AS I said, you should visit a musical which is awesome. Try to play sports too in London that can give you new 

contacts which make life easier. Also, get a creditcard before you go. You will need it for almost everything you 

buy online. 

  

2019-2020 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was relatively easy, but it took a long time to do everything 

because you had to wait quite long before you got a respone from the institutions (both 

from abroad and the UU) 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I haven't used this  

academic preparation 

I didn’t need to prepare anything academic wise before going abroad.  

language preparation 

To get accepted into QMUL into the Law faculty you have to prove your level of English. 

My diploma wasn't enough so I had to take the TOEFL test and send the results to QMUL 

after I received them. 

finances 

The Finances part was pretty easy. I loaned from DUO and you can get an Erasmusbeurs. 

This process is quite hard and takes a lot of time and communication, but in the end I got 

it within a few weeks of being abroad. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 



 

 

 

The progamme was very different from my programme at the UU. I usually follow two courses for 8 weeks and 

another two courses for the last 8 weeks of the semester. At QMUL I followed four courses at the same time for 

a longer period (a full semester). The courses were very different but therfore refreshing to follow. It was also 

very different that all courses were mostly lectures instead of real tutorials. Even the seminars were more like 

lectures; the professor speaks and you listen and take notes. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academix quality was pretty high. I would say it was the same as at the UU but sometimes it was harder to 

follow a lecture because of difficult English legal terms that I wasn't familiar with yet.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I haven't used this  

transfer of credits 

I haven't used this yet but I think they trasfer it directely to the UU. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I only joined the tour of the campus and that was fine. They organise a freshers week with parties etc. but I 

wasn't that intrested in those. 

accommodation 

The accomodation in London is quite easy to find. I really recommend IQ student accomodations. It's expensive 

but very well organised, clean and safe. They also organise things to get to know fellow students that live in IQ 

accomodations. 

leisure & culture 

London is great because there is so much to do. Shoreditch and Kensington are nice areas and there are lots of 

sightseeing things, nice shops and restaurants etc.   

suggestions/tips 

Visit all of the big attractions like the London eye etc. but also defenitely visit Shoreditch and Camden 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would defenitely recommend London and QMUL as a destination. QMUL is very well organised, especially if 

you are an exchange student. Londen is great because you have so much diversity. There are people from all 

over the world who live and study there so it's easy to make friends. There is also so much to see and to do in 

London. You've got Oxfod street and Bond street, Shoreditch, the London eye, Covent Garden, Picadilly Circus, 

Camden (market), Mayfair, Regents park, Hyde park, Primrose hill and so on. Everything is connected by the 

tube and by buses which both go every few minutes and are very reliable and quick.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you go to London, purchase an Oyster card when you arrive at a train/tube station. It's the easiest and 

cheapest way to travel. The replacement for 9292 is Citymapper to find out which bus or tube you need, it is 

very easy to use and reliable.  

 

 

PREPARATION 



 

 

 

exchange application process 

The application process was quite easy. Both universities were quick to reply and 

everything is explained very clearly. Sometimes the different documents could be a little 

confusing. I recommend starting early so you don't have to rush to get all the autographs. 

Especially during summer it can take a bit of time to get everything signed. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The international office was very helpful and answered all my questions very quickly. It 

was nice that I could get everything signed digitially, as I had to do most of the 

paperwork from abroad. This made everything a lot easier. 

academic preparation 

I did not have to prepare academically before goingt to London. It's enough to practice 

your English a little bit. 

language preparation 

I didn't have to do a test as my final grades from my high school were sufficient. 

However, I did have to do the additional Erasmus language test to track my improvement 

(this is a test everyone has to do via internet). 

finances 

London is very expensive, so as soon as I received the email that I was selected, I 

started saving up. My parents helped me with my rent (which will be around 800-900 

pounds a month) and groceries. I also used my student loan to get around. The Erasmus 

grant covers about one month's rent, which helps a lot. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

You have to choose 4 modules when you start at Queen Mary. I chose Intellectual Property, Legal Reasoning in 

a Global Context, Family Law and Labour Law. Within the first two weeks you can change your modules if you 

wish, but I didn't do that. For most modules you have lectures and seminars, but not as frequent as at UU. For 

one module I only had seminars. 

academic quality of education activities 

The modules are very well taught, but it is a bit different from the system in Utrecht. I had some trouble getting 

into the private law modules, because I was unfamiliar with the UK system, but in the end it was fine. The 

teachers are very helpful, especially towards exchange students and you can email them about anything 

anytime. You are expected to do (most of the) reading and to be well prepared during seminars. Instead of 

exams, I had 4 final essays I've had to write.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The staff was very helpful, you could email them anytime about anything or drop by the office and they would 

do their best to solve the problem as quickly as possible. There are also a lot of different places you can go, for 

example the Housing Hub regarding housing questions, the International Office for exchange students and of 

course the faculty contact person. 

transfer of credits 

My transcript of records hasn't been sent yet, but if you pass every course you will receive 7,5 ECTS per course. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 



 

 

 

I arrived at the beginning of the welcome week, which consisted of various activities. Most of the activities were 

for first year students, but it was still fun to drop by the society market and go to some parties. I recommend 

going to the ESN City London introduction activities, this is where I met most of my friends that I spent all my 

time with. QMUL offers some introduction events for exchange students as well, so there are enough activities 

to go to and meet new people, and of course to get to know the campus a little bit better. 

accommodation 

I started looking for rooms via sparerooms, and went to London a week in advance to find a room and move in. 

I recommend taking a friend/family member to help you move. I got my room via Cityrooms by making an 

appointment at their office, but I would NOT recommend this company. They are very expensive and unhelpful 

when encountering problems regarding your property. Luckily, my room was fine and my roommates were 

nice, but I've had some friends experiencing problems which they did not solve as easily. Start looking on 

sparerooms early on and you will find a room for sure, just be careful of the agencies and read your contract 

carefully. I would recommend finding a student accomodation over going to an agency, even if it is more 

expensive. I had a room in Bethnal Green, which is a nice area to live in (close to shoreditch and close to the 

university, while also easy to reach because of the two tube stations and the overground). 

leisure & culture 

London is an amazing city. There is always something to do. I was very lucky to have met an amazing group of 

people in my first few days, and every week we would have a million things planned: sightseeing in London, 

going out to all the clubs, going to pubs or even just having a movie night in with all of us. I would also highly 

recommend travelling within the UK. We went to Edinburgh and Bath, which was amazing. It doesn’t have to be 

expensive and it was an amazing time! You won't be bored in London at all. 

suggestions/tips 

I would really recommend going to the ESN introduction week and getting a room which is close to the 

university but also close to the city center (Shoreditch/Spitalfields/Liverpool Street, which is close to Mile End 

(the location of the university)), as this is where you will be spending most of the time and you won't have to 

travel far at night because most of the nightlife is in Shoreditch. I don't recommend getting a room in Mile End 

or Bow as those neighbourhoods are known to be a little bit more dangerous, and it's a bit further away from 

the city center. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would highly recommend QMUL as it is a nice university, the full year students are very welcoming and nice 

and the university is very helpful towards exchange students. London is an amazing city with so much to do, you 

will really have a great time. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I really recommend going to all the introduction activities, organised by QMUL as well as ESN City London. You 

will meet a lot of people and make a lot of friends. London is an amazing city to live in, you will never get bored. 

There are a lot of celebrations such as Bonfire Night, Halloween and all the Christmas markets, the night life is 

amazing and there are many (free!) cultural activities to do as well, such as visting museums. You won't regret 

your choice.  Although it is quite an expensive city, I really recommend going here as I've had the most amazing 

three months of my life!   

 
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process for this exchange consisted of choosing a top three of destinations 

and writing a motivation letter for your first choice. I was selected for my second choice 



 

 

 

and did not have to write another motivation letter. In the end I was much happier with 

my second choice then my first choice fortunaly.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The international exchange office was very helpful and quickly to respond in regards to 

questions and requests considering my application process. This came in very helpful for 

me as I was almost too late with uploading my learning agreement and therefore needed 

last minute signatures. However, the exchange office does not have an answer to 

everything yet in the beginning of the application process as some things need to be 

discussed with the receiving institution first. For instance, when it comes to the demands 

regarding your level of English, literally when it was almost impossible to schedule an 

IELTS language test in due time it turned out I needed to take one. First, it was said that 

a VWO level of English would be sufficient however this was apparently only the case with 

a grade of an 8. This was unclear from the Queen Mary University and not from our 

exchange office. 

academic preparation 

In order to be accepted at the Queen Mary University having a certain average is not one 

of the demands.  

language preparation 

As mentioned before, either you need to have an 8 for VWO English or you need to take 

the IELTS language test, which is quite expensive (231 euros) and which you need to 

plan ahead almost immediately after your nomination as it takes about 1,5 month before 

you’re able to take the test and not many people succeed the fist time. Also, it takes a 

few weeks to get the results which you need to be able to go on exchange. For this test 

you need to have an overall grade of a 7 and a minimum of a 6,5 for the writing subject. 

I took my IELTS test in Amsterdam at the British Language Training Centre. 

finances 

The Eramus scholarship you get is worth 1092 euros which is by far not enough to 

compensate how expensive the Pound is compared to the Euro in terms of currency and 

how expensive the rent and living costs are in the UK in general and expecially in London. 

During your exchange you'll get the first 80% and after the exchange you'll get the 

remaining 20%. Because it was not nearly enough to cover my expenses i had to ask for 

extra help from my parents a lot. Also, a three month exchange is quite short to go 

looking for a side job and also you need to focus on getting those credits and enjoy 

yourself a little bit as well. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

This exchange is worth 30 ECTS which is equal to four modules each worth 15 credits=7,5 ECTS. This 

information was also published quite late and had no clue how many modules to choose. In the end I chose Law 

in Asia, Labour Law, Family Law and Intellectual Property and Related Rights. I actually chose Environmental 

Law instead of Family Law but this module was fully booked already. Just know that the modules you choose in 

the Netherlands prior to your exchange are going to be final although they say you can change modules in the 

first two weeks of you exchange. That is unrealistic because all the popular modules such as Competition Law, 

Environmental Law and Intellectual Property will be fully booked, you can only change to the least wanted 

modules such as Law in Asia and something like Comparative Law (on the top of my head).  

 

Law in Asia was the biggest mistake of my life to choose. It turned out not to be anything like law in Asia at all. It 

was a very philosophical module where there is no right or wrong as long as its motivated correctly. The module 



 

 

 

was mostly about orientalism and colonialism. So, if you like history and philoshopy this module is perfect 

however if you'd like to learn about law like me it is not. There are also no lectures and seminars but just one 

tutorial a week of two hours which is basically a lecture and a seminar all in one given by professor Prakash 

Shah. To succeed for this module you need to write a 5000 word essay. 

 

Labour Law was not really an area I was particularly very interested in however proffessor Lizzie Barmes was 

extremely passionate about her subject and is an excellent teacher. There is a two hour lecture and a two hour 

seminar every other week. The seminar was also given by the lecturer. I've never met a single teacher who was 

that keen on getting justice when it comes to her students like her. She explained that the grading scale is from 

0 to 100, however, that teachers don’t actually gives grades higher than an 85 (an A++) which is equal to a 10 in 

the Netherlands. Also, you've passed a module if you get a grade higher than a 38 which is equal to a 5,5 in the 

Netherlands. For this module you need to write a practice essay from a 1000 words and you need to do a group 

presentation for 25% of your end grade, the remaining 75% consists of a 4000 word essay. 

 

Family Law was also taught very well. It was lectured by proffessor Shazia Choudry and the tutorial was given by 

another women. Both proffessors were very clever and funny. It was a two hour lecture and a one hour tutorial 

every other week. For this module you needed to write two essays of both 2500 words. 

 

I was really impressed by Intellectual Property. This module is very highly rated and given by a very clever 

professor. The lecture and seminar were given by the same teacher which is very rare in the Netherlands as the 

lecturer mostly has more important stuff to attend to. There was a two hour lecture and a one and a half hour 

seminar every other week. This module was my absolute favourite. For this module you need to hand in a 

practice essay of 750 words and an essay for your grade of 5000 words. 

 

That was actually another thing I had no clue of before I was already in London, namely how my day was going 

to look like. Turns out it is quite similar to the system in the Netherlands. Every seminar and tutorial is 

mandatory just as at Utrecht University. Also, you don’t have to do exams, only essays luckily.  

 

It will take about more than 2 months to receive your grades. You will get back from your exchange at the 16th 

of December and will receive grades on the 21th of October which nobody had told me as I was nervously 

checking my e-mail everyday for grades.  

 

The equivalent of Osiris will be MySis and Blackboard is QMplus. There is also a QMplus app were you can check 

your timetable and e-mail. 

academic quality of education activities 

As mentioned above the academic quality is excellent when it comes to most modules. Also, if your thinking 

about taking extra insessional modules, you won’t have the time. That was another thing, at the very last 

month of my exchange I was really in shortage of time as the essay assignment for associate students (that's 

how they call exchange students) for every module was given at the very last minute and most of them were 

due just before the departure of your exchange. I was literally typing for my life as the total of 20.000 words for 

30 ECTS credits in just about 1/2 months is a lot…..   

 

That was also something I was surprised about, the exchange only lasts barely three months and is for 30 ECTS 

as when your in the Netherlands you would get the same amound of credits in five months. The pressure at the 

end was insane.  

 

Furthermore, the law faculty of the Queen Mary University of London is very highly ranked worldwide, it was 

somewhere around the 30th or 40th place. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 



 

 

 

They knew very little in the beginning and I did not know who to call and who to e-mail in the beginning of my 

application process which was very annoying as I spend quite some days calling around from the Netherlands to 

lots of phone numbers that did not pick up the phone or just did not know anything. This one time someone 

even switched me to the campus security on the phone. The person I was apparantly looking for is Sheila 

Shirley. When the exchange finaly started they were very helpful at the law office in the law building. 

transfer of credits 

Your credits will be transferred at the end of Februari just after your grades will be announced on the 21th of 

Februari.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Apparantly some parts of this programme are mandatory. I was used to the welcome week in the Netherlands 

where nothing really is mandatory. They especially want you to come to the parts for the associate students, 

this is also a great opportunity to meet other dutch people as there are only a hand full at the entire University. 

I literally did not meet more than five dutch people.  

accommodation 

Accommodation was very badly arranged for associate students from Europe. Only freshman and associate 

students from outside of Europe are eligible to apply for campus housing which leaves a gap for associate 

students from Europe. There are some European associate students who apply anyway and miraculously get a 

room on campus because there were some spare rooms. I applied anyway as well but there was no extra room.  

 

The Queen Mary University has a platform where landlords can place adverts if they have a spare room. I 

messaged lots of landlords. Some respond and others don’t. No landlord ever wants to rent a room to a student 

who only stays for 3 months, they only want full year students. Therefore it was impossible to find 

accommodation. In the end I found one landlord who wanted to give me a chance. However, no landlord wants 

to sign a contract unless you've 'viewed' the room in person, which is a bit difficult considering you're in the 

Netherlands. That's why I needed to travel to London one week early. I booked a room on Airbnb for the 

weekend and in that weekend I viewed potential rooms with several landlords.  

 

Eventually, I signed a contract with Shafique Ahmed, the landlord from 116 Carr Street. Great location, it's only 

a 10-15 minute walk to either the campus or the tube station. However, the viewing and signing went a bit 

weird. It was a standard contract printed from the internet which you had to fill in with the particular 

information concerning this house. The landlord refused to fill the contract in for me, therefore I had to sign a 

contract where half of the things weren't documented on paper. I had to bring the 500 pounds deposit in cash 

which was a bit dodgy, but okay. Then he made a fuss about the fact I did not have a UK bank account and 

therefore I would take a couple of days for the rent to get to his account in pounds, for this transaction you 

need to pay the bank 6 euros each time. The room was literally the size of a broom closet with a single bed and 

I had to pay 620 pounds a month, you actually pay per week in London, but this was the total amount.  

 

Another thing is that you have absolutely no clue who your roommates are going to be and if they are going to 

be male or female because everyone rents the room separately and as a girl I ended up living with four guys. I 

had a great time with them but I would have preferred if I had at least lived with one other girl. Also, getting the 

deposit back was tricky as well. The landlord did not show up when we arranged a meeting to sort out getting 

back the deposit. The day of my departure he did show up with the deposit but he tried to rip me off and only 

give me a 125 pounds back from the 500 pounds total. It was embarrasing he even tried. I had to catch my 

plane and he had to go to the cash withdrawal machine to get the rest. In the end I got everything back luckily. 

Another thing to bear in mind is that my landlord lived right underneath us, which would be quite unusuall in 

the Netherlands.  

 



 

 

 

Last but not least, another thing that is completely opposite from the Netherlands is that the rooms are fully 

furnished, however, the bedding is quite gross in most cases. Furthermore, there is nothing of supplies in the 

kitchen, you need to buy the whole thing: pots pans knives plates cutlery, literally everything, such a waste as 

students buy this every year again for themselves and then usually throw this away after they move out. That's 

why it is more convenient to go by car then by plane to London, in order for you to be able to take those things 

with you from the Netherlands and also for instance if you would like to bring a hockey stick and stuff which 

would be special luggage on the plane.   

leisure & culture 

You should definitely join one of the society's to gain an active social network. I joined the hockey society and 

had the best time ever. I made lots of new friends who i'm still in contact with now. We had practice every 

Monday evening, a match every Wednesday and a mixed game on Sunday. More importantly, we had social 

events every Wednesday after the game organised by our two social secs which was great and then we usually 

went to Drapers after (the club on campus). That is very funny as well, the library and the club are very close 

together on campus, therefore whenever you were taking a break in the library in the evening you would run 

into people heading to the club. This happened quite often as the library is open 24/7 at the Queen Mary. 

 

Moreover, I never played field hockey before and it was no problem at all, there are lots of development 

players in the UK as it is not such a big sport there as in the Netherlands. The hockey society at the Queen Mary 

is used to two people from the Netherlands joing their society for a couple of months every year. They all know 

Utrecht and the basic dutch jokes for foreigners. It was hard though to find the proper hockey gear, me and my 

friend had to take an uber for 1,5 hour untill we found a store. All the UK citizens order their hockey gear 

online. When my dutch friend and I went back to the Netherlands we arranged a goodbye party for the hockey 

team and they made a mug with pictures from our time there for us and we got this huge postal card where 

everyone wrote some kind words for us on there. We are going back to visit them again in May. 

suggestions/tips 

I would definitely make sure you have a student creditcard if you want to be able to order stuff online as iDeal 

does not exist in the UK. Also, I would open a Revolut account in order to be able to transfer money to UK bank 

accounts without additional costs (for a normal bank you'd have to pay 6 euros for every transfer). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would recommend this university to everyone. I had such a great time and have a feeling there are not many 

other universities were international students were welcomed like this with open arms, for instance students 

from abroad are basically ignored in smaller student cities in the UK and not included at all in the everyday life.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Nope, shared all my wisdom already. 

 

 

2018-2019 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process was not hard to fulfill. It was very clear what you had to do and which 

deadlines you had to meet. If you keep an eye on your email and Osiris, you will not miss any deadline. Also, the 

UU is very helpful, as well is QMUL.  



 

 

 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office at Utrecht University is very helpful. You can email them or go by the office with all 

your questions. They reply to your emails as soon as they can. A lot of signatures, you can also get via the email.  

academic preparation 

I did not do any academic preparation. Just make sure you practice your English a little before you go. It is not 

necessary to learn about the English legal system in advance.  

language preparation 

To get in to Queen Mary University, it is required to do a language test. I did an IELTS test, but Cambridge or 

TOEFL also comply. You need to get a minimum of level B. For me it was not hard. I think when you practice the 

test online before you do the test, you will pass it. Just bear in mind that you need to book a date for the test in 

advance. It could take a few weeks before you can actually take the test and you have to finish your application 

for QMUL before May.    

finances 

From the moment I knew I wanted to go abroad, I started saving money. London is an expensive city, especially 

the rent is higher compared to Utrecht. I saved up to 3000 euro, and that was enough to pay my rent in 

advance. Furthermore, I have a student loan which was really helpful during my time in London. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

You have to choose the modules you want to take in advance. However, when you arrive at QMUL, there is 

enough time to change these modules. My choice of modules had not came through well, but within two weeks 

of the beginning of the semester, you could add and drop modules. Eventually, I chose Law in Asia, UK Human 

Rights and Equality and the Law. The modules were all well thaught, most of them in small groups (10 people 

max.). Therefore, it was necessary to prepare well for the tutorials and seminars.  

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality of the education was comparable to the quality in Utrecht. The level of education is quite 

high and teachers expect you to be always fully prepared and that you actively participate. The seminars are 

given in small groups of students. I had a module that only ten students were following. It is therefore 

necessary that you are always prepared well.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

QMUL is been very helpful from the beginning. When you do not know who to email about certain things, they 

immediately awnser to help you. hen I arrived at QMUL, the Global Opportunities Office kept on being super 

helpful. So was the law department. When you had a problem with anything, you could just send an email, or 

pay a visit to the office.  

transfer of credits 

My credits have not been transferred yet, but most modules at QMUL are 15 points there, which is the same as 

7,5 ECTS.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The orientation programme started already the weekend I arrived on campus. The first weekend was especially 

for everyone who was going to live on campus. After this weekend, 'Freshers week ' began. During the whole 

week, a lot of events took place. It is a good opportunity to get to know other (international) students and to 

get to know the university. There also is a welcome fair, where you can meet all the different societies. I would 

definitely recommend joining a society, because it is a good way to get to know people and it is a lot of fun.   



 

 

 

accommodation 

I was living in halls (on campus). I really loved it, and it was not that expensive compared to other student 

appartments in the city. During the application process, I read everywhere that it is not possible for Erasmus+ 

students and students who only stay for one semester, to live on campus. However, sometimes there are more 

rooms than students, so there is a chance that you get a room. Just make sure you meet the deadline for 

applying for a room on campus, otherwise you will be put on a waitinglist and you'll only know three weeks 

before you go if you got a room. This can cause a lot of stress. If you don't want to live on campus, or it is not 

possible, it is good to contact a home agency or visit London for a weekend to look at houses. In the beginning it 

seems hard to find a room, but you just do not have to give up.  

 

leisure & culture 

There is so much to do in London. I went to a lot of different restaurants, pubs, bars and clubs with my friends. 

Also, all the museums in London are free. Furthermore, when you join a society, you have socials. This nights 

are so much fun and a really good way to get to know all the people in the society better.  

suggestions/tips 

Try to find accomodation close to the university. That is eventually where all your friends live, where your 

lectures are and where university activities take place. The other part of the city you can always explore by 

tube.    

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I definitely would recommend QMUL to other students. The university does everything to make international 

students feel at home. You can always go to the Global Opportunities Office with questions or inquiries, and 

they will help you immediately. Also, I would recommend going to London! There is always something to do in 

the city and you will never be bored. I had an amazing time!  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I would definitely recommend to participate in as many as possible welcome week activities, especially the ones 

organised for international students. Also, do not hesitate to join a society or more societies. It is so much fun 

and you make friends really easy. Furthermore, just enjoy living in London. The city has so much to offer and 

you need to make the most out of it! 

Although I had the best three months of my life, I would definitely recommend to go to Queen Mary for the 

whole year if you have the possibility. One semester at QMUL is only three months, and in my opnion this was 

just too short to really experience everything.   

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

At first, I was quite stressed because of all the forms that I needed to fill in. But the support from the UU was 

great, so everyting worked out very well.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

As alrady mentioned, the support the the UU was great. I could email all my questions or go the the 

International Office in person.  

academic preparation 

 I did not academically prepare myself.  

language preparation 



 

 

 

Apart from the preparations for the IELTS-test, I did not prepare myself.  

 

NB: I would recommend to book the test early. I was a bit late and therefore there was some extra pressure on 

me. If I did not pass the test, I had to go to Brussel in order to make the test before my departure (all the tests 

in the Netherlands were fully booked by the time I reveived my result).   

finances 

I received a grant from the Erasmus+ programme and I saved some money over the years.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I did one semester at Queen Mary where I took three (half academic year) modules: Law in Asia, Democracy 

and Justice, and Competition Law. Initially I took four modules, but I could drop one and still get 22,5 ECTS 

which I did because the work load was quite much. I had no exams at the end of the semester. However, I had 

to write two essays for each module which was quite some work.  

I enjoyed Democracy and Justice the most. The lectures were very interesting and also interactive.    

academic quality of education activities 

 The quality of the education is high. The professors are inspring people and my fellow students were very 

motivated.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Allmost everything went flawless. Whenever I had a question, I went to the International Office where they 

would help me right away. 

transfer of credits 

Not applicable yet, I have not received my transcript of records. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The Queen Mary Student Union organised a ' freshers-week'. During this week, you have the opporunity to get 

to know all the different societies and also join them. There are litteraly hundreds of societies. I joined the 

Queen Mary Football Club which I can really recommend. Everybody was very welcomming, also to the few 

exchange students. It is also a nice opportunity to meet Londoners.  

accommodation 

I had accomodation on campus. I really enjoyed the campus experience.  

leisure & culture 

London is characterized by the great variety of culteres. The campus is situated in East London where a lot of 

Indian people live. The best currys in town can be bought at Brick Lane which is a 20 minute walk from campus.  

suggestions/tips 

Join a (sport)society. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this university. The level is education is high and the student life is very well 

organised.  



 

 

 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Enjoy! 

 
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I visited the UU website to orientate. The process is quite clear. Once you have chosen for QMUL, the university 

will send you all important information to enrol at QMUL.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The meetings of the International Office were helpful. Besides, the website provides a lot of information. 

academic preparation 

I only did the IELTS test. I heard that there are also some Legal English courses at UU.  

language preparation 

I took the IELTS. You can also choose to do the TOEFL, but the IELTS focusses on British English. You need to get 

an average of a 7.0 and a 6.5 for writing. You can find some exams to practise the test online. I did not  

really prepare for the test. I only took a few online exams. The IELTS was not extremely difficult, I managed to 

pass without a lot of preparation. Don't wait too long to book the test. 

finances 

London is very expensive. I received the Erasmus+ grant and the reimbursement of my student travel product. I 

also did some savings and I received my student loan from DUO. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took three courses: United Kingdom Human Rights Law, Law in Asia, Democracy and Justice. I initially chose to 

do 4, but because of the heavy work load I decided to drop one (Conflict of Laws). A lot of exchange students 

decided to drop one class. You are allowed to drop one class within the first two weeks. When you choose to go 

to QMUL for one semester, there is a limited choice for modules.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of QMUL is high. The professors are very helpful and kind. The Law department of QMUL was 

ranked 3rd in the UK and 1st in London by the Guardian University Guide of 2016. The level of the courses is 

comparable to Utrecht. There are lectures, seminars and tutorials. This is different for every module. The 

tutorials are in small groups (8-10 students), so you need to be prepared.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

They are very helpful and have different possibilities for support. This will all become clear in the welcome 

week. 

transfer of credits 

Our system uses 7.5 ECTS per course, while the UK system uses 15 credits per course.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 



 

 

 

The welcome and orientation programme was good. There were many events organised for new students. For 

example, I went to a boat party on the Thames, which was great. Everyone was very helpful and kind. 

Everything will be explained during the welcome week.  

accommodation 

Finding a room in London is quite difficult. Fortunately, I got a room on campus. Initially, we've been told that 

there would be no availibility for one semester students. However, I applied for campus housing and got a 

place. Just try it. Spareroom is also a good option. Be aware of shady agencies. 

leisure & culture 

London is amazing. The culture in London is great. All museums are free and the night life is nice. I also visited 

Cambridge, Dublin and Scotland during my stay in London.  

suggestions/tips 

Join a society! QMUL has many great societies and you will get to know people in a nice and easy way. Enjoy 

your time because the time flies once you are there.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend QMUL! The Law department has high quality and all the professors are very kind. 

Furthermore, living in London is an amazing experience.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

London is a great place to study!  

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I was not sure about where to go for my Erasmus+ Exchange. Therefore, I compared a couple of cities and 

universities and Queen Mary turned out to be the best choice for me. They have, after Oxford and Cambridge, 

the best Law faculty of the UK. The application process itself was quite easy since Queen Mary sent all the 

important stuff by e-mail with a clear explanation for every step I had to take.    

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I did most of the things by myself. I think that you can get all the important information from the internet or by 

e-mail.   

academic preparation 

I did nothing to prepare myself acadamically.  

language preparation 

I did nothing to prepare myself. I am not that good in English and passed the IELTS with good results.  

finances 

I saved a lot of money in advance, because I knew that an exchange, especially when you choose London, would 

be very expensive. I also received the Erasmus+ grant and I had a family-loan.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 



 

 

 

I started with four modules. However, I dropped one of them at the beginning of the semester (you have two 

weeks to add and drop your modules), because I thought that it would be too hard to follow four modules in 

less than 3 months, especially when you want to enjoy your time abroad! I followed the courses Intellectual 

Property Law, Conflict of Laws and Law in Asia. I really recommend the course Intellectual Property Law since it 

is one of Queen Mary's specialties. Especially my professor Fernando Barrio was very good.    

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality of Law at Queen Mary is very good. I really felt that I obtained a lot of extra skills from the 

subjects I followed which can give me an advantage in the future.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

You will receive a lot of e-mails from Queen Mary during your stay. They are always able to help and are very 

friendly. I never had a problem at Queen Mary so I do not know them in person.   

transfer of credits 

I have not received any grades or information yet.   

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Queen Mary organizes a welcoming and orientation week for all Freshers. Do not expect that much from it, 

since you are not a real Fresher anymore. However, I really recommend you to go to some of the parties they 

organize. Especially the Fresher's Boat Ball. It was one of the nicest parties I visited during my stay in London.  

accommodation 

I was a bit stressed on fore hand, because I heard that it would be quite hard to find a room in London. 

Therefore, I contacted an agency (londoncityrooms) and booked a room in advance. It was a super easy way to 

find a room in a nice neighbourhood close to campus. However, if you have the chance to live on campus, do 

that since it will save you a lot of money.    

leisure & culture 

There are a lot of things that you can do during your time in London. Visit all the different museums, go to the 

food markets and clubs and I personally really liked my trips to Cambridge, Scotland and Dublin.    

suggestions/tips 

Apply for a sports society. This gives you the chance to meet new people. I really enjoyed it and it was also a 

nice way to stay (a little bit) in 'shape'.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes! Everything at Queen Mary is well organized and the level of education is very high. Besides that, London is 

such a nice city where there is always something to do.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

It was not quite clear when the semester ended. The website stated that the semester ended during the middle 

of December. However, you have time to write your dissertations untill the middle of January. Just keep that in 

mind.  

 

2017-2018 

PREPARATION 



 

 

 

exchange application process 

I visited different websites of different universities to orientate, in the beginning it was a bit hard to 

understand everything because every university uses a different system regarding modules, grades, 

accommodation etc. It just takes some time and patience to understand how it works and make a decision 

about your choice of destination but in the end it all works out! 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I had a few questions concerning how to choose modules and language requirements, therefore I visited 

the International Office at Utrecht University a couple of times and rang them multiple times and they 

helped me really well and answered all of my questions. 

academic preparation 

I prepared myself academically by looking through the module directories of different universities, the 

reason why I chose QMUL was because of the modules they offered which were really much in my field of 

interests. My advice is to look at first at the module directory of the university you prefer to go, because a 

lot of universities offer modules in a quite specific field of topics which not always suit your academic 

interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

language preparation 

I did not really prepare myself linguistically because the spoken language was English so it was not 

necessary since I already spoke English fluently 

finances 

I received a grant from Utrecht University, and I had a family-loan. Ofcourse it was also possible to receive 

a student loan from DUO. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 
study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I did a full year exchange, I took four modules that lasted the whole academic year: International Human 

Rights Law, Law and Globalisation, Criminology and Law, Modernity and the Holocaust. 

Organisationally it is quite different from the Dutch university system, because there are no 

exams during the year, so you have all of your exams and essays at the end of the year. This means that you 

have to revise topics from the beginning of the year, however it is not as though as it sounds because you 

are quite free in choosing the topics you want to study for your exams, you don’t have to revise every single 

topic. Also the way of examining is different because the only way of examining there is writing essays, 

which is really different from the exams at Utrecht University 

academic quality of education activities 

I am really satisfied with the academic quality and the content of the modules, it gives you definitely a 

broader academic view and generally a broader view on society and the world. There are loads of extra 

education activities available at Queen Mary Law faculty, for example a students legal counselling service 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Almost everything went flawless during my period of studying abroad, and when I had questions about my 

modules there was an international office at campus, available to help me and answer my questions. 

transfer of credits 

Not applicable yet, I have not received any grades and have no information about the transfer of credits 

yet 

 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is an introduction week at QMUL, however this is more focussed on freshers than on exchange 

students. In the introduction week, all of the different societies (there are loads) present themselves. I 

joined the womens football society and the boxing society, which was really nice and where I met a lot of 

people. 

accommodation 

There is no accommodation for European exchange students at QMUL, but there are different Facebook 

groups you can join to find a room. I got my room through a girl I met in London, I think in the end you can 

always find something close to University. 



 

 

 

 
leisure & culture 

London is full of cultural highlights, there is so much nice stuff to do and see, you certainly never get bored. 

My experience with people from London is really good, everyone is really nice, friendly and welcoming, 

there are a lot of different cultures, I felt really at home there. 

suggestions/tips 

A tip from me would be to look for a room not too far from University, since London is a really big and busy 

city, I would avoid long commuting times. You can always email me for tips and information about nice 

neighbourhoods around QMUL. Also I would recommend to join a society which makes it easy to meet other 

people. 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

QMUL is a really nice, multicultural, society-oriented university (for example every month they focus on 

another problem/topic: Islamophobia awareness month, black history month etc…) and especially the Law 

faculty at QMUL is really good. They offer a lot of interesting modules, taught by passionate professors. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Have fun! 

 

 

 


