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University College Dublin 

2022 – 2023 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

In order to be able to study abroad one needs to fill out a lot of forms and be aware of all the deadlines. It is 

quite a lot to prepare, so I would recommend being organized and check your emails regularly. You also have to 

do a lot of research to be able to make an informed decision.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht University provided several lectures that students could go to. In these lectures they would explain in 

detail what needed to done. This was very informative and helpful. Furthermore, I did not seek out any support 

at Utrecht University.  

academic preparation 

I did not do any academic preparation before going to UCD. For some courses you need to, but I did not choose 

any of those courses. I would recommend (if you are a law student) to look into the common law system, 

because we do not have that in the Netherlands. 

language preparation 

I already had a cambridge certificate that was sufficient, so I did not do any other language preparation. 

finances 

Dublin is one of the most expensive cities in Europe. There is currently a housing crisis so it is quite hard to get a 

room. I chose to stay on campus. Accommodation is extremly expensive. I wanted to opt for one of the cheaper 

accommodations on campus but these were already taken. You have to be on time to be able to get 

accommodation on campus, since it gets full fast. I payed (approximately) 1300 euros a month. One should save 

up as much as one is able to before going here. Regular things are also expensive. Groceries can be affordable if 

ones goes to the Lidl or Aldi. Bear in mind that the campus is located in a spot that is outside of the city centre, 

so you have to take the bus to go there. I bought a students leap card, which means that the bus rides would be 

discounted. This made travelling to the city a lot cheaper. I also applied (and received) the Erasmus grant and 

the OV grant. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

In order to receive the necessary amount of credits, one needs to apply for six courses. This accounts for 30 

ECTS in total. I studied International Human Rights Law, Environmental Law & Policy, Social Inclusion Law, 

Employment Law: Contracts, Evidence: Foundations and Foundations of Political Theory & International 

Relations (a non-law course). All the law related courses were lectures. Each course had one one hour and fifty 

minutes lecture per week. There were no seminars. 

academic quality of education activities 

I am a third year student and, therefore, took third year courses. These (law) courses did not have any 

seminars. I only had to attend lectures. In order to prepare for the lectures you had to engage with the assigned 

reading and sometimes had to answer some questions. Since there were no seminars, I would consider the 

academic quality a bit lower than Utrecht University. However, I still learned a lot. Overall the academic quality 

is good. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 
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When I arrived at the University they gave a presentation for Erasmus students and provided us with the 

necessary information that we needed if we needed to seek out support. I did not seek out any support. 

However, there were loads of people I could go to if I needed to. 

transfer of credits 

I needed to take six courses to receive 30 ECTS. I did not receive my grades yet, so I did not transfer my grades 

yet. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The orientation programme started before classes did. There were quite a few fun activities. I did not attend 

many of them, but it is a good time to meet your people (if you stay on campus). There were more activities 

during freshers week, which was a few weeks later. During this time one can also apply for socities and sports, 

which I would definitely recommend doing, since it is a good opportunity to meet other people (especially Irish 

students). I was a part of the dance society, nutrition society, food society and the international student society. 

They organize activities throughout the week that one can attend whenver they want. There was also a 

presentation for Erasmus students with helpful information about the time abroad, UCD and Ireland. 

accommodation 

I lived on campus. It was approximently 1300 euros a month. The application process was quite stressful, since 

a lot of people want to stay on campus. One has to be there early to acquire housing. I wanted to go for the 

cheapest option but this was not available for me. It is hard to get housing in Dublin because there is currently a 

housing crisis. I shared my flat with five other people. I had my own bathroom, which was nice. There was a 

shared living room and kitchen.  

leisure & culture 

Dublin is a very homey, ambient and lively city. The people are very friendly. Irish people love going to the pubs 

and there is a drinking culture. The city itself is not too big. I also felt vey safe during my stay. After a night out I 

would sometimes go back to campus on my own and I never felt scared. There is always music on the streets 

and in the pubs. Pubs generally close earlier but there are also plenty of nice clubs to go to. Ireland is also a 

beautiful country. There are loads of beautiful hikes. Overall, it is a really warm and social city.    

suggestions/tips 

I would recommend checking your emails regularly and write down all the deadlines and requirements. The 

process of applying is not too difficuly, however there is quite a lot that needs to be done so it is useful to have 

a clear overview of everything. I would also recommend visiting other places in Ireland, like: Cliffs of Moher, 

Glendalough and Galway. A good way to meet people is to join socities. UCD also organises a fair amount of 

trips for students. These are mostly free and an excellent way to discover Ireland and meet other people.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend going to UCD! UCD is a very international university. One gets to opportunity to 

not only learn more about Ireland but also about people all over the world. I became friends with people from 

Ireland, Australia, Italy, the United States, Germany and Canada. Everyone was very welcoming, open and 

willing to make memories together. UCD provides loads of support to students. They also organise many 

activities. There are so many clubs and socities to join. There is something for everyone. Everyone was so kind 

to me. Dublin is also a very nice city. It is not too big but still big enough. There is always something to do and 

experience. The academic quality was good and the courses were very interesting. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 
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Deciding to go abroad was the best decision I ever made. I met so many amazing people and learnt so much. It 

is challenging and scary at first but once I arrived at my destination I was so excited and ready. It makes one 

more open minded. I would recommend doing as much as you can and do not be afraid to ask for help. Good 

luck! 
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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process is very clear. It is a lot of waiting and that sometimes made me anxious, but it is just a 

matter of patience and making sure you do what you can as soon as possible. Make sure you start in time, just to 

give yourself some peace of mind and to ensure a spot at the university you want.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht University was very fast in answering my questions and I recommend sending your questions when you 

are in doubt about anything. Not only the exchange office but also your ownn faculty about possible courses 

you are going to take. Utrecht University is very helpful and in my experience glad to help.   

academic preparation 

I had to make sure that the courses I wanted to take at the University of my choice would fit into my bachelor 

programme. At the preporation stage, this is all still hypothetical because you will probably not get to actually 

pick your courses untill a later stage. However, a big part of my choice for UCD were the courses they offered. 

Make sure you take a good look at this. I also recommend taking a look at the courses you are required to take 

after your exchange, you don’t want anything to overlap.  

I study law and since Ireland (along with other countries) have a common law jurisdiction, it would have been 

helpful to get some research done on this before the start of the courses. It is a very different system and if you 

are planning to attend UCD, take a quick look at this! 

The people at UCD are very helpful with all the questios you might have about the academic preparation.   

language preparation 

Going to an english speaking country, I did not have a lot of preparation when it came to the language. I did 

look up some terms reelating to law in English that I thought might be useful for my courses, since law in 

Utrecht is given in Dutch. 

finances 

Dublin is very expensive, not only accomodation but also going out and other activities. I worked the summer 

before my exchange to save up some money. I recommend having money set aside so you will be able to do the 

stuff you want and go on the trips you want.  

The Erasmus Grant is a great help. This does take up a lot of your time and you have to be on top of this.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I was able to choose between less courses than I first thought. However, I did get some interesting options and 

the process of registrating to the courses was made very clear by UCD. You are able to change and drop courses 

for quite some time. One of my courses was not what I expected  

Over the course of the semester, all the assigments, homework etc. that you have to do were clearly 

communicated .  

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality differed from course to course. The exams also differed in difficulty. Overall I would say 

that the academic quaity is a bit lower than I was used to in Utrecht. But, having to take 5 courses and gettng 

used to a different legal system, I still had my hands full on my uni work. Do not underestimate it.   

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Before ariving in Ireland, all of the exchange students had plenty of time and opportunity to ask questions. All 

the documents you needed were signed in a very short time by the exchange office at UCD and they were all 

very helpful if you had any questions or problems. There is a global lounge at UCD where you can go in person 

to ask questions, which was very nice.  

transfer of credits 
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I have not yet received my grades.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The exchange office at UCD does a lot to make you feel welcome and to guide you around the campus. They 

organise some trips and social activities which I deffinately recommend going to. However, there are very little 

orientation activities organised by UCD. There is no intro week with a lot of social activities so it is very much up 

to you to make as much friends as possible in the beginning.   

accommodation 

I was lucky enough to secure a spot on campus. The campus is a lot like I would immagine an American college 

campus to be like. It is a little outside of the city, very big and a lot of people live there. I was living in an 

appartment with 5 other people, all internationals. This was very nice. Accomodation on campus is very 

expensive, but I do think it is worth not having the stress of looking for a place to live in Dublin. Other student 

accomodations in the city (not affiliated with any uni) were also nice but also expensive. It is a bit stressfull to 

look for a room, but if you are able to get accomodation on campus, I would recommend taking it.  

leisure & culture 

Dublin is a great city, very lively nd there is plenty to do. I had never been there before going on exchange, but I 

immediately felt at home. Culture-wise it is quite similar to the UK (don't tell the Irish, they are not big fans…), 

but there are some differences. 

Ireland is a beautifull country and worth exploring. I recommend doing this as much as possible. Take day trips, 

go on hikes and ask some locals for tips. DO not just hit the big cities, although these are great too, but enjoy 

the countryside, it is so beautiful and very different from what you are used to if you are from the (boring and 

flat) Netherlands.   

suggestions/tips 

Go into the city as much as you can. When living on campus, you have to take the extra step to actually get into 

the city (while the bus takes you there within 20 mins and goes 24/7, which is nice if you want to go out). But 

this is deffinetly worth it. Do you groceries at Lidl or Aldi, this is much cheaper than any other stores. Explore 

the city, the nightlife is great (even though everything closes at 2:30) but there is so much to do during the day 

too. Definetly go on some weekend trips to different places in Ireland, Galway is fun for a day and there are so 

much beautiful nature spots that you have never heard of but will never forget about.  

Go out, have fun, it goes by very fast. Talk to random people, go on trips with people you have met a few hours 

ago, make the most of it.   

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, mostly because Dublin and Ireland in general are great. UCD was nice and I have had no problems there of 

any kind. It was a bit of a bummer that  there are little social introduction activities, so you deffinetly have to 

make friends on your own. However, since UCD is a very big university with a lot of international students, 

meeting new people and making friends is not too difficult. This does mean that you are in a bit of an 

international bubble, but it is a lot of fun to experience all these different cultures.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you are still in doubt about going on exchange, I would realy recommend going. It doesn't even matter where, 

just go. It is such a fun experience and you learn a lot from it.  

UCD is a good university, Dublin is a great city and I would recommend going here.  

If you have any questions about UCD, the preperation, or just want some tips, do not hesitate to contact me! 
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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process was not difficult, because the steps were clear and you were informed by e-

mail how to carry it out. You do have to be very careful to do everything on time, since there is a deadline for 

each step. But in general, everything speaks for itself. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

For questions and help you could contact the International Exchange Office, in most cases your emails were 

responded to quickly and you were clearly informed. Offline webinars were organized in advance in which you 

received a lot of information about the Exchange, which was very useful. 

academic preparation 

I did not need to do any academic preparation. In my opinion, this is not really necessary if you have 

successfully completed your previous courses at Utrecht University. 

language preparation 

I did not do any language preparation. Probably you can do an English language course if you want to improve 

your English before you go on the Exchange.   

finances 

Dublin is an expensive city, so it is useful to make an overview of the financial expenses in advance. I knew that 

the cost of a room in Dublin is very expensive, around 1000 euros per month, so I saved in advance and 

borrowed from DUO.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed 6 law courses in total since I planned to get 30 ECTS in total. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality was comparable to the courses in Utrecht. 5 courses I took were from Level 3, which were 

logically more difficult than the one course from Level 1. The difference is that, unlike with courses in Utrecht, 

you only have a lecture of 2 hours each week, so no tutorials. This applies to courses of Level 3, for most 

courses of Level 1 or 2 you do get tutorials. During the lectures there is enough time to ask the professors your 

own questions.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

UCD provides good support if you have questions as a student, need help or have questions about your module.  

transfer of credits 

That would be 15 ECTS, because I took exams in 3 subjects. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is an introduction week for internationals on campus one week before the actual classes start. I 

recommend taking part in this because this is where you get to know most of your friends. You will also receive 

a lot of useful information about everything that happens on campus, where you can find everything and who 

you can go to if you have any questions. In the first week when the level 3 modules start, an introduction week 

is also organized for the freshers. During this week you can visit the marquees to sign up for UCD societies.  

accommodation 
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UCD has its own buildings with student residences, which are very expensive, namely around 1000 euros per 

month. I recommend trying to apply for an on-campus accommodation anyway. You get to know a lot of people 

from the same university and you are close to the buildings where you have your classes. However, you would 

have to take the bus for your grocery shopping, because the convenience store on the UCD is quite expensive, 

fortunately this is easy to do. Moreover, UCD is close to the city center and beautiful places such as Blackrock 

and Bray. However, it is difficult to guarantee that you will actually get one on campus, because there are a lot 

of students who sign up for this and lots are drawn. Moreover, the applications will not open until August. That 

is why it would be useful to look for an off-campus accommodation in advance. 

leisure & culture 

There are many exciting things you can do in Ireland in your leisure time. Of course the Irish pubs with concerts 

and museums that you can find literally everywhere in the city. But there are also many beautiful places in 

Dublin that you can visit during the weekend. You could take a weekend trip to Galway, Cork, Belfast and the 

Cliffs of Moher. You could also visit the Phoenix Park, an hour from UCD. 

suggestions/tips 

A tip is to keep a close eye on and adhere to all deadlines and start preparing early. In terms of modules, I 

recommend that you keep track of what you have learned that week with the associated legislation and case 

law. This is important, because you have 11 weeks of classes (so more than in Utrecht) and have to know a lot 

more case law. Finally, I recommend starting early to find off-campus accommodation in case you don't manage 

to find one on-campus. In terms of clothing, it is important to wear in layers, as the weather in Dublin can be 

very variable on one day.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this university to the Exchange students. The reason for this is that it is very kind 

for foreign students, you are well helped with problems, there are many societies for which you can register for 

very cheap and everyone is very open and nice. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

My advice is to definitely sign up for the societies and join the introduction activities, because you get to know a 

lot of new people there. Moreover, it is useful to earn/save enough money before you leave, because Dublin is 

an expensive city.  

 

2021 – 2022 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The UU site has a very clear overview of all the countries you can go to. At first I had clear to myself why I wanted 

to go somewhere. Then the application process starts with writing a motivation letter. After that you will be 

selected and you can go on an exchange. I had Dublin as my first choice and that is what it turned out to be. As a 

tip, start on time with the online registration, that saves a lot of stress. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The UU is a very nice sending institution. You can contact the exchange office with all your questions and the 

site also clearly indicates in steps what you should think about during the preparation. There are also a number 

of online lectures where various important matters are explained 

academic preparation 
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A year before I went abroud I did a Babelcourse, so that I knew what level English I had. The better you manage 

a language, the easier it is to communicate with fellow students. If you do not have the minimum of B2, I would 

strongly advise to take a language course.           

language preparation 

A year before I went abroud I did a Babelcourse, so that I knew what level English I had. The better you manage 

a language, the easier it is to communicate with fellow students. If you do not have the minimum of B2, I would 

strongly advise to take a language course.           

finances 

Dublin is not the cheapest city to live in, but is certainly the most beautiful one ;) I have made a financial 

overview beforehand, so that you are not faced with surprises during your stay. In addition, you can claim 

various funds (such as Erasmus+). 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

It was not until I arrived in Dublin that it was possible to register for courses. This was a bit stressful, because 

the boxes filled up quickly. Furthermore, an online platform that they are using is very clear and untill february, 

it is possible to change your courses, our take extra/less courses. 

academic quality of education activities 

I had chosen to follow six courses, which is equivalent to 30 ECTS. This mainly consisted of lectures and for only 

1 subject I also had tutorials. A lot of self-study was therefore required from the students. The Law society 

organised a lot of additional academic/educational activities about interesting legal issues.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The support is very well organized at the university. For example, there is an office on campus where you can 

go for student-related questions. The teachers were also easy to approach for your studies (law). 

transfer of credits 

It depends on the teacher, but in general it takes a long time for the grades to be sent, at least a month. When 

it is a writing paper, you alsways receive content-related feedback. A month after your stay, you will get your 

transcript of records.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Unfortunately, there was no such thing as a welcome programme on campus. There were, however, a few 

zoom lectures about the use of the media library, sports pass etc. . Hopefully another orientation week will be 

planned for the next semester. 

 

accommodation 

The accommodation was pricey, but definitely worth it! There were many advantages to live on campus: You 

live with many other students who study at the same university and you can also quickly reach your 

club/society and university buildings. It is always pleasantly busy. My accommodation was fairly new and well 

kept. If something was broken, you could make a request for the maintenanceteam and it was fixed the same 

day. In addition, the area is very green, you are close to the coast and close to the city. 

leisure & culture 

The Irish pubs of course, very nice to spend an evening there with friends. In addition, there is something to do 

on campus almost every day. From lectures, dinners, even high level concerts are given! And Ireland has a very 
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interesting history. I studied the period of the troubles, what whas very interesting. There are also a lot of 

(free!) museums in Dublin city.  

suggestions/tips 

Please start on time! The better your preparation, the better your stay. And I would recommend to live on 

campus. It's expensive but really worth it.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes. It is a very kind university for exchange students. The support from the university is very good and also the 

different clubs/societies which you can join are great! There are no language barriers, so you can connect with 

everyone.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Be sure to save enough money before you go. Dublin is expensive. Some students had there a job but it's not 

funny to work there. Join the clubs and societies, they are very nice, and give you the opportunity to try 

something new (like climbing or dancing) 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It is a difficult process and you have to figure it out yourself. However, if you email the IEO office, they will help 

you. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

As noted above, the IEO members give excelent help. 

academic preparation 

      

language preparation 

University College Dublin requires a B2 niveau. Erasmus students may upload a letter from their home 

university attesting to their English Language skills being at a B2 level. The IEO signed this nomination letter for 

me. 

finances 

Dublin is an expensive city to live in. I was not aware of the high costs. The rent on campus is 1000+ euro per 

month…. Also, groceries and restaurants are very expensive. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

It was hard to apply for modules at UCD. Students have to do it themselves. At a certain date/time the 

application opens and you have to be quick! Almost every module was full as soon as I wanted to apply. I had to 

send over 20 emails to make sure I could apply for enough modules to reach 30 ETS. This was a frustrating and 

stressfull traject. 

academic quality of education activities 

UCD only provides lectures for law students. (at least for the modules  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 
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Law exchange students at UCD can email questions about anyting to a special email adress. The members are 

very helpful.  

transfer of credits 

Modules at UCD are worth 5 EST's.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

On campus there were a lot of activities and everyone was welcome to participate. The law faculty itself did not 

had a orientation programme except for an online information lecture. 

accommodation 

I stayed at UCD campus in the Merville Appartements. I really liked it. I shared my apartement with 3 other 

students. 

leisure & culture 

I really like the Irish culture. The Irish people are very welcoming and fun! Everyone drinks a pint of Guiness 

after work. So, the streets are always crowded. 

suggestions/tips 

You enter an empty appartment at the beginning of the semester. If possible I would recommend to bring some 

stuff for the kitchen (plates, cups, cutlery etc). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes!! Dublin is amazing and the campus is great too! UCD itself is nice and not too hard in my opinion.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

- 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process was quite easy. In Utrecht you needed to give a motivation letter and a top 3 

list of universities that you wanted to go to, and they did their best to accommodate you. With me for example 

my first choice was going a year abroad to Edinbrough, but they could not make that happen for me. So they 

send me an email if instead I was intrested in going for a semester to Edinbrough. Eventually I went for my 

second choice UCD. After the UU accepted me to go to UCD, they send my contact details to them. There I had to 

submit a few documents, like grades etc. After that I had to accept their offer letter and I was in.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The counselling and support at UU was good! They emailed me back really fast and were really helpful with any 

questions.  

academic preparation 

I have not done any acedemic preparation prior going to Dublin 

language preparation 

The university gives you a letter that you have at least more then a B2 level of English, so I did not need to do 

any language courses 

finances 
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There where a lot of files to fill out and sign, so definitly stay on top of things.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

They only offer a few courses to internationals. These courses will fill out pretty quickly so that was pretty 

annoying. Eventually I had a full course load, but it was a hassle with the courses.  

academic quality of education activities 

Was good, but keep in mind with a lot of Law courses you only have the lectures not the 'werkgroepen'.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Was okay, at the beginning they weren't really helpful with getting enough courses but for the rest they 

responded pretty quickly to all my emails.  

transfer of credits 

haven't had that yet 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Because of covid (I think) there was not really any welcome & orientation programme. I had one online 

webclass about the law classes but that was it.  

accommodation 

I stayed at the on campus accomodation which was really nice, but also quite expensive. Although Dublin is 

really expensive to live in general.   

leisure & culture 

There is enough free time to plan trips if you want too. 

suggestions/tips 

Dublin is a really expensive city to live in keep that in mind. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes it was one of experiences in my life. Dublin is a really nice city, the people are great and ireland in general is 

really nice, and easy because it is still in the EU so no visa or anything.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

2019 – 2020 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 
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I always considered an English language country. This because of law firms who were very strict on the language, 

I once heard from a lawyer that he did not find an experience good enough if it was not in an english country 

because the language in the other countries (besides the Netherlands) is probably worse than how Dutch people 

talk English. The process was completely fine, unless I did not know that the second period of UU overlapped 

with the second semester of Dublin, because of this I got a delay in my study and I was bummed because of this. 

I would recommend to check this before applying! 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht University has a very good counselling, I talked a lot with Vera about a lot of things. She was always 

very nice and understood every concern I had. I was the only one going to Dublin from Utrecht which made it 

very important to have good relationship with the international office of Utrecht because I could not discuss it 

with other students.  

academic preparation 

I did not go to Ireland fully prepared, I chose the courses over there and did not know what I was going in to, 

which made it pretty cool but also a little stressful.  

language preparation 

I did not have any language preparations. 

finances 

You should really bear in mind that Dublin is very expensive, I did not know that but it really is more expensive 

than the Netherlands. The recidence at University College Dublin is very expensive but you do get safety 

garantueed which made it for me an easy choice. Also UCD is not in the city which would make it difficult to go 

to class everyday if you did not live on campus. Because I lived on campus the holes in my timetable were no 

problem! 

 

(interrupted) STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

welcome & orientation programme 

 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

They were very welcoming at UCD. They had an welcoming programme, they made sure every exchange 

student got to know the campus (because it is very big) and they made sure that every exchange student felt 

safe. To me, the relationship between professors, counselors etc was way more friendly than at UU and they 

really cared for you. Every issue was dealt with immediately and they always asked if you were having fun and 

how the experience was going.  Besides the welcoming programme, the organisational issues with for example 

your timetable were fixed very easily. Your experience was toppriority and they always helped you 

immediately.T 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality was pretty similar to the UU quality. I had 6 courses: 3 level 1 courses (first year) and 3 

law level 3 courses (third year). The level 3 courses were absolutely more difficult but still doable! 

transfer of credits 

In Dublin they use ECTS as well but one course is only 5 ECTS which is why you need 6 courses if you want the 

full study load: 30 ECTS in one semester. 

 

CORONAVIRUS CONSEQUENCES  

support guidance of host university  
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The host university was very chaotic at the time the coronavirus started. Because nobody knew what was going 

to happen, the host university did not know what to do yet. Because it was midtermbreak we did not speak to 

any teachers or professors so everything went through emails. Eventually the online schooling was very good 

and they were all so nice if you needed an extension because of travelling home or something like that. The 

online schooling for me was only for a short period, but if they are going to do that next year as well, it will 

probably be very good and not chaotic at all.  

support guidance of home university  

To be honest, I think the relation between the home and the host university could be better. At the time my 

host university expected me te be leaving the campus (I could stay if I wanted but it was way more usual to go), 

my home university did not let anything know, no updates, nothing. I missed that from the home university, I 

had a lot of friends who had direct contact with a counsellor and this counsellor would help them decide 

whether to stay or leave. Once everyone already left (including me) I got the e-mail that I had to come home 

immediately, i was already home otherwise there were no flights available anymore. 

online offer and quality of digital courses  

See the above. Digital courses were fine, but they were not expecting it at all so every teacher used a different 

platform which was confusing sometimes but very understandable. 

suggestions/tips on digital exchange  

Just don't do it, do it another year so you can really experience it, otherwise you can just follow comparable 

courses in your own country.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Of course, the vibe in Dublin is very good, the pubs, the people, the sports, everyone is very nice and friendly 

and even though it was only a short exchange for me, Dublin feels like home now. I do want you to be aware 

that you are going to a country with only people speaking English, which makes it very obvious that it attracts 

English language exchange students: I had a lot of friends from America and Australia, but I barely met other 

people with other languages and other cultures!.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you want to ask me more questions, please do, it is hard to tell everything on a form like this but you can 

contact me for sure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It takes a lot of time, but it is clear what you have to do.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 
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The help from the University was very helpful. In the case you don’t understand something you can always ask 

for help by email or telephone, or you can send an email. They generally react quite quickly.    

academic preparation 

It was not necessary to do any academic preparation.  

language preparation 

We had to take an English test. But the result didn't affect whether or not you were admitted to University. It 

was just for yourself to see what level you're on.   

finances 

Dublin is very expensive. But if you choose the right supermarket and places to eat, it can be a lot cheaper. 

Regarding to supermarkets you should go to the Liddl or the Tesco.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

At Utrecht University i study Law. That's why I just followed the law courses in Dublin.  

academic quality of education activities 

The quality of the education was as high as in Utrecht I think. But it was a little bit more difficult because i 

wasn't used to study in English.  

Also the exams were different. During the exam you were not allowed to bring any jurisprudence or legislation.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Also the support from University College Dublin was good. When I arrived we had an introduction lecture. At 

this introduction the woman made everything clear and she said you can always ask her for help. During the 

semester I changed a lot regarding to my courses etc, and they were always very helpful and a lot was possible.   

transfer of credits 

Don't know yet.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I cannot say a lot about it because I missed this week. But from stories from other people I heard it was very 

nice to meet new people.  

accommodation 

I wanted to stay at the campus of University College Dublin, but I applied too late so there was no space 

anymore. I recommend to apply for this as soon as possible!  

Eventually i managed to get a place at Griffith College. This was a smaller University, but it was very nice to stay 

here. It was quite expensive that's why I chose to sleep in the same room with somebody else because it was a 

little bit cheaper (but still expensive). This was a really nice experience. I felt like I was living in a hotel full of 

students. There were a lot of houseparties and everybody was very open te welcome you in their room.  

  

leisure & culture 

UCD offers a lot of sports. There is a big gym, swimming pool, hockey fields and a lot of other sports. Besides 

that, you can join different societies, including a surf society (which was very nice I heard).   

suggestions/tips 

 

 



UU Erasmus+ report deadlines: 1 March for 1st semester ~ 1 July for 2nd semester or full year exchange 

page 17 of 4 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would really recommend to go to Dublin and study at UCD. I have met a lot of nice people, explored the city 

and the pubs well and also saw a lot from Ireland. It was also an amazing experience to stay at the campus with 

a lot of other students around me.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

You should join a sportsclub or/and society!! And try to get a place at the campus of UCD to stay!  

 
 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was very easy. UU provides you with plenty of information about what you should do for 

you application and what kind of documents you need to hand in. You just have to make sure that hand in the 

required documents in time. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I didn't really use any individual counseling from UU, since the application procedure is very clear. UU provides 

you with all the needed information and if you still have questions you can always contact the international 

office, which responds quickly. 

academic preparation 

I didn't really do any academic preparation and I didn't really miss it when I was studying in Dublin. This might 

be because most of my courses focused on European and International law. If you take more courses that focus 

on the Irish law system, then it might be useful to focus on the Common law system. However, this is not 

mandatory and you can definitely study in Dublin without some academic preparation. 

language preparation 

Since Ireland is an English speaking country it is very easy to communicate with other people and to follow the 

courses at UCD. In case you want to improve your English before you go, you can do the language course that 

the EU provides and I think that UU also provides some language courses. 

finances 

Dublin is a very expensive city to live, so make sure you have enough money to pay very high amounts of rent. 

Renting a room in Dublin will probably cost you between 500 and 1000 Euros per month, where rooms below 

800 euros are most of the time rooms that you have to share with somebody else. If you get a room on the UCD 

campus, this will cost you around 1000 euros per month. Besides that, the daily living costs in Ireland are also 

quite high. The prices of groceries are comparable to the Netherlands, but especially restaurants and pubs are a 

bit more expensive than in Utrecht. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

UCD has quite a broad range of courses that you can choose from. However, you have to take into account that 

there are several conditions that restrict the amount of courses that you can choose from (e.g. bachelor/master 

courses, overlapping schedules, etc.). The staff of UCD is very helpful and quite flexible when it comes down to 

organizing your schedule.  

In the first week quite an extensive introduction schedule, so this week is very useful to get to know the 

university, its systems and the campus.  

academic quality of education activities 
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Personally I think that the academic quality is one little bit less than what you are used to at UU. They expect 

you to do a lot of self-study. However, the way of examination of is very different compared to the UU and 

actually easier.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The Erasmus officer is very kind and very helpful. She is always willing to help you with your questions related 

to UCD and provides you with a lot of information about the university and life in Dublin. 

transfer of credits 

UCD and UU both use the ECTS system, so it is very easy to transfer the credits. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The welcome and orientation programme is great and it is very extensive. In the first week of september there 

is an orientation week that mainly focuses on the student life in Dublin and all the student organizations have 

several activities. So this is a perfect week to get to know the university and the city.  

accommodation 

In Dublin it is very difficult to find accommodation and the prices are very high. I was lucky that I was selected 

for one of the student accommodations on campus, so I didn't have to search for my own housing, but I heard 

from a lot of students who had difficulties with finding a place. Besides that, all the accommodations are very 

expensive and the places on campus are no exception. On campus the cheapest accommodations are one little 

bit more than €900,- per month. However, the prices for other accommodation in the city are not much lower, 

except for when you are willing to share a bedroom with another student. In that case it might be possible to 

find a room with a price around €600,- per month. 

As you can see, living in Dublin is very expensive, but personally I found it definitely worth the money. However, 

before you decide to go to Dublin, it is good to consider that it might cost you so money. 

As I said before, during my exchange I lived on campus and I would really recommand that to people. It was 

very nice to live with so many (international) students close to each other and the campus of UCD is very nice 

and has a lot of facilities. The only disadvantage is that it is one little bit further from the city centre, so it will 

take you one little bit longer to get there in order to experience all the fun in the centre of Dublin. 

leisure & culture 

The Irish culture is definitely a good reason to consider to go to Dublin. The people in Ireland are very friendly 

and the Irish pubs are amazing. Every night you can enjoy a Guinness and some live music in the different pubs 

and personally I really loved that! 

Besides that, Ireland is a beautiful country so there are a lot of possibilities for making the most wonderful 

weekendtrips. Especially the West and the North coast are very beautiful and a lot of student societies organize 

trips to different destinations in the country. 

On campus there is always a lot to do. There are a lot of student societies and most students join several of 

those societies. In this way you can join the different activities of all the societies that you like and this also 

makes it very easy to get to know a lot of people.  Besides that, the campus has a lot facilities (e.g. a 

supermarket, cinema, swimming pool, sport fields, etc.) and a lot of possibilities to play any sport that you like. 

suggestions/tips 

Make sure that you arrive a few days before the official activities at the university start, if possible. This gives 

you the possibility to get to know the city and the university before you have to start. This will make your 

introduction period more relaxed and I think those first weeks are very important since that is the period where 

you can get to know a lot of people, so a good preparation can be useful.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 
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would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this university to other people. Life in Dublin is very nice, the people are very 

friendly and easy-going, the country is very beautiful and the university is quite good.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

If you consider studying in Dublin, make sure that for you it is worth the money. Personally I think that the 

experience is definitely worth it. However, it is good to consider the costs of living in Dublin and may be it is 

good to compare this to living at other destinations. 

 

PREPARATION 

language preparation 

I had no special preparation for the language. In Dublin they’re speaking English. However, you have to be 

aware of the Irish accent, sometimes that’s hard to follow. So maybe it’s a good thing to prepare yourself by 

watching some Irish series or films. 

finances 

Keep in mind that Dublin is super expensive. Living there costs around 1000 euros a month (just for the 

accomodation). I ended up paying 800 a month, but I shared my room. Going out and shopping there is also 

more expensive. It's useful to save some money before you go to Dublin. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The study programme there was easy to follow and well-organised. For most subjects there was only one 

contact hour. This made it important to go there. But the advantage was that the groups were small and at the 

same time explanation was given and there was room for asking questions and practicing the material. A 

disadvantage was sometimes that some teachers talked with an Irish accent. Then the English goes very fast 

and is more difficult to follow. However, we worked with Brightspace, a very convenient platform where all 

lectures could be found, so there was space to read something back later. And most of the lectures were quite 

comprehensive (so not only bullet points), do it was still clear to follow. Furthermore, the teachers were very 

very nice, especially for exchange students. So there was space to email them with questions and stuff. 

academic quality of education activities 

The quality was high. You had the same classes for 4 months, so a lot of stuff was discussed. But there was also 

good guidance. In between I had to write a paper for most of the subjects, so I had already discussed a lot of 

material once and the teachers were always willing to answer questions by email. However, I did notice a big 

difference between bachelor and master subjects. I had one bachelor subject and that was of a lower level. 

There was a more chaotic way of teaching, less personal attention and the teacher was not always clear and 

also very late in returning grades. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

This was very good. We were informed in advance by a woman named Ulyana by email. She always answered all 

our questions very quickly and was very kind and helpful. Also when we were there there was a lot of attention 

for foreign students. We had the opportunity to talk to someone if we were not feeling well or homesick for 

example and we also had the opportunity to ask other questions about Dublin itself. There is even a special 

place on campus where exchange students can gather and there were a lot of activities organised (UCD Global). 

Furthermore, for a long time it was still possible to switch subjects to ensure that we had the best possible 

education. It was very flexible. And there was something to do here every day for exchange students. There is 

also a sport expo and a society expo. I highly recommend joining a society. You meet new friends and can do a 

lot of fun stuff. 

transfer of credits 
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This is taking a very long time. I've had my grades back over a month now, but I'm still waiting for my transcripts 

of records. So if you want to graduate soon after your exchange, make sure you are already emaling them that 

you want to get them back soon. 
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STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There was a whole week of welcoming and introduction. It was very nice. There were a lot of erasmus student 

party's and there was a lot to do on the university. I soon felt at home and knew how everything worked there. 

And as I said before, there is an expo for sport and society. Please go there. Not every sport is possible for half 

semester exchange students, but some are. For example, surfing. A friend of mine joined them and did a lot of 

fun trips with that group and met a lot of friends. 

Acommodation 

There was no place left on the campus of UCD. At first I regretted that, but afterwards I was very happy with my 

accommodation. I lived on Griffith College Dublin. It was a very nice accomodation. It was nearby the city. 

Everything was possible to walk. And we lived very close to the clubs. Furthermore, the distance to UCD was 30 

minutes by bike. This was fine. Biking in Dublin is not very safe though, so make sure you have a good bike with 

lights on it. Going by bus to UCD was possible as well, if you got the right bus it was just 30 minutes. And last 

but not least, I shared my room. First I thought that was going to be hard, but it wasn't at all. It was such a nice 

experience and I became friends for life with my roommate. This weekend we are going to celebrate "carnaval" 
together. 

leisure & culture 

The people in Dublin are so nice. They are kind, love music and know what a party is. the town is small, but so 

cozy. There are bars everywhere with live music. And no matter what day it is, it's always crowded. Especially 

the temple bar is a party every day. Furthermore, there is are a lot of great restaurants, lunchrooms, musea and 

stuff to do there. 

suggestions/tips 

Temple bar for having some drinks and listening to live music (especially "Bad Bobs" in the temple bar). Dicey's 

garden is a really nice club to go out. And in the same street there are a lot more nice clubs. Don't forget that 

you have to pay entrance. However, there's an app: "Vipsey" and sometimes you can have free entrances with 

that app. Cultural: trinity college and book of kells, guinness storehouse and malahide castle. Going for dinner: 

The bank on College Green, Sophie's or typical Irish: The Shack restaurant. And there's a lot more!! 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Absolutely! The atmosphere in dublin is very nice. There's always something to do. Both at the university and in 

the city itself were a lot of opportunities to do something fun. The university is big, so there is plenty of room 

everywhere to study, eat or hang out with friends. Teachers are very nice in Dublin and very accommodating. 

They are always willing to help you and teach you things. Dublin is a fun city, with lots of live music and nice 

places to eat or go out. As well as studying, there's plenty of time left to enjoy yourself. There are also a lot of 

foreign students, so it's easy to make friends. For example, I went back in January to take a road trip through 

Ireland with Dutch and German friends. Ireland is a beautiful country and it is definitely advisable to go on a 

road trip once in a while during your exchange. Actually I thought the only drawback was that Dublin was so 

expensive, for the rest it was fantastic. 

you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try to save money before you go. Because there are so many fun things to do there, you'd like to experience 

that just like everyone else. And try to relax. Exchange is just the time when you shouldn't worry too much. You 

are there for your own development and to have the time of your life. Studying is easy to combine with all the 

fun things. Finally, join societies and try to explore Dublin and Ireland as well. Do fun stuff in the weekends, 

going on a trip for example. For example, the Cliffs of Moher are beautiful. 
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2018-2019 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Relatively easy. I got an e-mail in April with information about the application process: confirmation of 

application form, online application instructions and an exchange student handbook with general information. As 

an Erasmus student, your confirmation of nomination also doubles as your proof of language, so don't worry if 

they ask for that: you don't need further proof. Further steps will be e-mailed to you. They are easy to complete. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I did not need counseling or support by UU, so I don't have much experience on this topic. When I needed some 

forms signed by UU, they responded quickly, so that was good.   

academic preparation 

Depending on which courses you plan to take, it could be smart to brush up on your Common Law knowledge, 

as Ireland uses this system instead of the Dutch Civil Law practice. If you have 180 ECTS or more, you can take 

level 4 courses which are technically Master-level courses, but they're very interesting and pretty manageable 

in my experience. They are worth 10 points instead of 5.    

language preparation 

Your English should obviously be pretty good. Maybe listen to some Irish people talking on YouTube to get 

accustomed to their accent. They have a lovely accent, but it can be slightly hard to understand at times.  

finances 

Dublin is in the middle of a big housing crisis, so expect to pay 900+ euros per month for accommodation, and 

that means a small(ish) student room, nothing special. On-campus accommodation has to be paid in full up 

front, so that means around 4000 euros. Ardcairn is a good alternative accommodation. Food and drinks aren't 

that cheap either, but pretty comparable to prices in the Netherlands. Alcohol is more expensive, especially in 

Pubs. Shop at Tesco or Aldi/Lidl. Tesco had a free month of delivery upon signing up, you can alternate with 

roommates and have free delivery for your exchange period, which takes a little bit of the stress away, as you 

don't have to worry about having to go shopping all the time. It's also a great way to budget what you spend on 

food per week.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The first week had a lot of tours, and opportunities to meet other people. The UCD Campus is pretty straight-

forward, basically everything is on one straight path. The buildings have confusing names, so try to figure out 

where your classes are before you have to figure it out last minute.  

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality was good. Level 1 and 2 courses had tutorials (werkgroepen), 3 and 4 courses did not, 

which took some getting used to. You are expected to do a lot of self-study. The teaching staff is very attentive 

though, so don’t hesitate any questions you may have. They will go to great lengths to make sure you 

understand the material.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

the Exchange officer was very nice and attentive, but they have somewhat unreliable opening hours. They will 

also try to help you with any questions or problems you have.  

transfer of credits 
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As it uses the ECTS system, UCD grades are easily transferable to UU. Read the Examencommissie's 

requirements though, because courses have to be of universitary level, ie. no field trip or language courses will 

be accepted.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Great welcome programme, RESlife will help you with any questions/problems you might have. They also have 

active Facebook groups where you can ask questions, etc.  

accommodation 

Very expensive, nothing too impressive, but definitely livable. On-campus accommodation was great as you 

were constantly surrounded by other students, and this means you can frequently eat together with others if 

you so wish. You have to bring/buy all your bed linen/covers though. You are provided a pillow and a duvet. You 

will also have to buy pots, pans, plates, glasses, and any other kitchen utensils, but the first weeks there are 

free shuttles to IKEA. Getting to the city is around 30 minutes with the bus. The LEAP card works well for getting 

around. Beware that the buses stop running after 23h, which is pretty early compared to the Netherlands. 

There are plenty of taxis to get you home, they are pretty economical at around 15 euros for a trip from the city 

centre to UCD. Be sure to split it with some friends.  

leisure & culture 

One of the best countries in the world for this part. Dublin's nightlife is one of the most livel you'll ever 

experience. During the day there is plenty to do too. Interesting museums, nice parks and plenty of walking 

around. Definitely plan a lot of tours around Ireland during weekends, like Galway (train is cheap and easy), 

Cliffs of Moher (can be done on its own or as part of your Galway trip), Glendalough (Paddywagon tour is 

great), and Northern Ireland, which includes the Giant's Causeway, etc.(Paddywagon again). There are 

Greyhound races, which are pretty cool to see, and I recommend the Teeling Distillery as a cheaper alternative 

to the Jameson Distillery. Definitely do the Guinness Distillery and save your ticket for the tap workshop.  

suggestions/tips 

You can rent study rooms in the library beforehand, which is great for studying with friends. Join societies, as 

they are great fun!  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Definitely. I had a great experience at UCD, and I can't really think of any bad sides, other than the high rent 

prices.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Eat at 'My Meat Wagon' at least once. You will not regret it.  

 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was quite clear. I went to a pre-meeting of the international office for students who are 

interested in going abroad and that was useful as I got all the important dates there. However, those can also be 

found on the UU website. The information on the UU website is sufficient. Moreover, I got all my documents 

signed quite easily at the studiepunt.  
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counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Counselling & support was sufficient. I got all the information I needed and when I had a question they replied 

quickly to my e-mails. Moreover, all the steps in the erasmus + grant process were clearly outlined and sent to 

me by the international office.   

academic preparation 

There was the option to, in the fourth period in Utrecht before the year of your departure, do a course helping 

you with presentation and learning skills in english and introducing you to the common law system if I 

remember correctly. However, I did not do that course and that was also fine.  

language preparation 

If you want, you can do an English course before your departure. When you are applying for an erasmus+ grant, 

you also have to do an English test and if you do not score good enough on that test they offer you a language 

course. I did not do any language preparation. Once I was there, I adjusted to English quite quickly, although in 

the first two weeks it was a little bit hard.  

finances 

I applied for an erasmus+ grant a couple of months before I departed. The process is clearly described and I got 

the grant award just after my departure. I also saved some money in the months up to my departure, which I 

would recommend, as living in Dublin is quite expensive.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I studied at UCD in Dublin. I did quite diverse courses as Matrimonial law & Reliefs, Banking Law, Employment 

Law and Environmental Law. I did 6 courses in total, as courses are 5 ects and I wanted to get the ects of a full 

semester. The modules are very different from modules in Utrecht. In Utrecht it is quite clear which books you 

need to get and what you need to do for every lessson, however, here that is not so clear. Moreover, I only had 

lectures for all of my courses, no seminars, and that was quite different from what I knew in Utrecht. For most 

of my modules I had to do an essay as kind of a mid-term exam and for all of my modules I had end of term 

exams. At the end of the semester I had 6 exams in one week which was quite challenging.  

academic quality of education activities 

The modules are quite different from the ones in Utrecht. As I only had lectures, I almost never really had to 

prepare anything for class and the reading lists they gave sounded quite optional. However, I found it is 

important to keep up with the case law. I think the modules were not necessarily more difficult or easier than in 

Utrecht. It took some time for me to adjust to how they teach the modules and where to find all the literature 

and case law, which made the modules more difficult, but besides  that I think the content of the modules was 

less exhaustive and more general than in Utrecht.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I had very good contact with the contact person of the law department of UCD. She signed all the documents 

that I needed to get signed quickly and was very helpful when I had a question. She also gave us some websites 

which could help get us accommodation, which were very helpful. I did not receive much councelling on 

academic stuff, but I think if I had asked for that there would have been a possibility for that.  

transfer of credits 

I have not yet received the grades for my essays and end of semester exams. Consequently, I  have not yet 

asked for a transfer of my credits, so I don't know yet how that will be.   
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STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Before the first week of the semester starts, there is an orientation week for international students. It is quite 

optional, as you are not put into groops or anything. You just have to go to events yourself. However, there are 

a lot of nice activities and I met most of my friends during that week.  

accommodation 

The accommodation in Dublin is quite expensive. There is the option to stay on campus, but I chose not to do 

that, because that was even more expensive. I lived with a host which I found on the website hostingpower.ie. 

This website was suggested by the contact person of the law department of UCD. I lived in Ballsbridge, which is 

a very good location as it is a 15 minute cycle from UCD and has a train station with trains leaving for the city 

centre every 15 minutes. The train to the city centre took 10 minutes. In general, I liked living with a host, 

because there were more international students living in the same house and I became very good friends with 

them from the start. However, there were also quite strict rules, I was not allowed to have friends over for a 

drink or anything, so that is better when you stay on campus in a student flat.   

leisure & culture 

Dublin is a really nice city. The atmosphere is great, there are a lot of pubs and there are a lot of different day 

trips exploring Ireland which depart from Dublin. There are also a lot of nice things to do in Dublin, as a visit to 

the Guinness Storehouse, a visit to a whiskey distillery, a visit to Temple Bar, shopping, walking around Phoenix 

Park and a lot more things of course. At UCD you have the option to join a lot of different societies as sport 

societies, international students societies and culture related societies. I joined the international students 

society, with which I did a weekend trip to Galway and the Cliffs of Moher and the Surf Society, with which I 

went on a weekend trip to surf in Bundoran. I really liked the trips I did and would highly recommend joining a 

society. 

suggestions/tips 

Definitely go to the international students orientation week, because it’s the first opportunity to meet a lot of 

people. I would also highly recommend to join one of the societies at UCD, as this also is a great way of meeting 

new people and they offer a lot of very nice activities.   

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend studying at UCD. Ireland is such a lovely, beautiful country and I loved exploring 

every part of it. Dublin is also a very nice city. I really enjoyed the atmosphere, all the pubs, the shopping 

streets, the night life and the Irish culture. I also really liked the modules I took at UCD and the student life I 

indulged in.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Pay attention to all the deadlines you have to meet, start looking for accommodation a couple of months 

before your departure and save enough money to do everything you want to do there, because all the trips and 

stuff cost a lot of money, but are definitely worth it!!!! 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It was quite easy. A lot (for example choosing your courses) was discussed via email. The exchange coordinator of 

UCD was very helpfull and responded fast to my emails.   

counselling & support at Utrecht University 
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The counselling and support was very clear at Utrecht University. They summarised all the guidelines and 

deadlines. There were also informative meetings etc.  

academic preparation 

I finished my 2nd year of Law Bachelor degree before I went on exchange. I didn't do any other academic 

preparation.  

language preparation 

None. 

finances 

Dublin is a pretty expensive city to be honest. Try to save a little money and you will be just fine!  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed 5 Law courses and 1 non-law course. The courses were: employment law, contract law, media law, 

environmental law. I also followed Gender Studies.   

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality of education was less high than in my home University of Utrecht in my opninion. I only 

had Lecutres and I didn't have any seminars to discuss questions etc. This is in my opnion necessary to become 

a good lawyer. On top of that things were just less well organised. The proffessors were all very nice though and 

were always ready to help.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The exchange coordinator was very nice and helpful. I could always come by the office to ask questions, which I 

did regurarly.  

transfer of credits 

Still waiting for an official transcript of record. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I didn't go to a lot of social events, but I would suggest going if you want to meet some new people. 

accommodation 

There are recently a lot of new big student complexes built in Dublin. I stayed at a complex named Ardcairn. 

This was a very nice student complex and you live with a lot of international students, which is very fun. These 

are mostly very expensive though. More than 1000 euros rent a month. 

leisure & culture 

I would definitely recommend discovering the Irish Pub culture. There are a lot of nice authentic pubs in Ireland, 

where you can try to drink some Guiness. Ireland has besides the pubs also some beautifull nature, like the 

Cliffs of Moher. It is defenitely worth a visit. The people are also very nice.  

suggestions/tips 

      

 

CONCLUSIONS 
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would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

The University is very international and the proffessors are very helpful. There is also a wide range of courses 

you can take. Besides the good things there are also some things to improve. The library could be nicer/bigger. 

The food could also be a little better.   

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try to find an accomadation where you live with other international students.   

 


