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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I first started by reading the information made available on the site of Utrecht University. It is important that you 

know the deadlines of everything and what is expected of you. It is not hard but you do need to hand in some 

things, so make sure you do that. After I made a decision on the destination I wanted to go to, I started finalizing 

everything based on my decision. Once it was clear which would be my destination I waited and received an 

email from that university. That email would contain all necessary information and steps I had to take. It wasn’t 

difficult but it was a lot, so start on time. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

For me everything for the application was clear, but I did have some small questions regarding my own 

situation. I emailed the support officers and always received good help. The support I received from UU was 

good. 

academic preparation 

When I went I had already finished my bachelors, so for me everything was extra. Since I had a good level of 

understanding of the subject I am studying I did not do extra preparation. 

language preparation 

My destination was an English speaking country. For the Erasmus grant you need to do an English Placement 

Test before going on the exchange. For that test you can prepare by making mock exams. I did not do that, I did 

make the English Placement Test. 

finances 

Since the UK had a contract with the EU, all students going to the UK in my exchange year could still receive an 

Erasmus+ grant. I believe my year was the last (2022). I also applied for the YoungTalentGroup Beurs, which I 

received. This is a grant given by the YoungTalentGroup. If you are a law student you can apply for this. It is 

€750. I would advice to not rely on the grants alone. The UK is pretty expensive and I had to use money I saved 

as well. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I had to enroll in three courses for one semester. The enrollment was easy, but since there were limited places 

in a course and the locals would have priority, it could be that you would not be placed in your favored courses. 

From my initials choices, I could only follow one. So have back-ups in mind. There was a wide variety of courses 

to choose from, from Irish Tort Law to Intertational Trade law. The contents were interesting and challenging. 

You could look your timetable up on Canvas and eveything related to the courses would also be available on 

Canvas. 

academic quality of education activities 

The way of teaching was different than I was used to. In Utrecht we have a a lecture and tutorial for each 

course each week. This wasn't the case in Belfast. Each week I had three classes, for each course one. The form 

would be different on Canvas, but the way of teaching would be the same. If I had to categorise all of them in 

one word I would say that all classes were lectures. You would have readings made available before each class, 

and in class the lecturer would explain the most important stuff. I never made assignments before class. The 

level of difficulty wasn't that high but to succeed you did have to try your best. The assignments weren't that 



 

difficult. All of them were essays/take-home exams. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The support was good. They really did their best to make sure everything was clear and you would have a great 

time in Belfast. I did not ask for counselling but a friend of mine had some problems, QUB really tried their best 

to help her. 

transfer of credits 

QUB does not use ECTS. 60 points in their system would be 30 ECTS. The transfer was good. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Officialy the semester would start on 12-09-2022, but to help students get familiar with Belfast and meet new 

people QUB organised events from 05-09-2022 onwards. They organised a variety of events. From a walking 

tour to lunch, even a sports day. On one day all exchange students were invited for a welcome lecture in which 

we would receive all necessary information for studying at QUB. 

accommodation 

There were two ways of applying for accommodation; 1) try find something yourself, or 2) apply through QUB. I 

did the second. The deadlines for that are important, but you would receive all necessary information through 

email. It was said that we Erasmus students would be able to apply for different accomodations but in the end 

we all had one choice; a room in Elms BT9. This was an accomodation which had everything you needed. But 

don't get your hopes up for another accomodation, because ultimately you will end up in Elms BT9. Elms BT9 

was perfect for a short exchange. The campus was a 20 minute walk. You would get a free gym-subscription and 

the gym was a 15 minute walk. The city centre was a 40 minute walk, but there were bus-stops on a 5-10 

minutes walk. All erasmus students would be placed in the same block, so it was easy meeting new people 

which were in the same situation as you. It was also easy meeting locals. The staff of Elms BT9 would also 

weekly organise events. By joining this you could see a lot of Northern-Ireland. 

leisure & culture 

QUB and Elms BT9 organised a lot of events for (exchange)students. For seeing Northern-Ireland and meeting 

new people this is a good way. Belfast itself had eveything as well. A lot of pubs, escape rooms, bowling, golfing 

and good nightclubs. For everyone there is something. There are also a lot of museums and nice landscapes 

which are a must see. 

suggestions/tips 

Get a Tescocard. The Tesco is the biggest supermarket in Northern-Ireland and the card is like a AH Bonuskaart. 

It would save you a lot of money. 

If you are placed in Elms BT9 don't get the kitchen pack, it is overpriced and for the same prices you could get 

more and better equipment cheap stores. Do get the bed linnen and pillow, for your first night it is essential 

and you will probably be tired when you arive. 

If you know people that are going, try taking the same flight/trip. The road from Belfast International Airport to 

Elms BT9 is pretty long and it would save you money. 

Join a sportsclub, you get to meet a lot of locals through that. 

Every nightclub has a day in the week on which it will be the busiest. Ask around or look it up, do not just 

randomly go to a club because chances are there will not be a lot of people on that night.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 



 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, I had a great time. It is an international environment in which it is very easy to meet new people and get to 

know different cultures. The university is one of the best in the UK and it would help you in seeing things from a 

different perspective. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

No. 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I remember the application process to be quite extensive, probably partly because of the situation Brexit caused 

for going on erasmus to UK destinations. However, as long as you keep on top of the deadlines for applying your 

documents I think you should be fine. It was also helpful to get into contact with my peers that were also 

planning on going to Belfast in the same semester as we were able to remind each other of important deadlines 

and changes along the way. At some point in the application process you'll have the opportunity to get into 

contact with them via e-mail, after which you can just create a whatsapp group together.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

 The counselling and support at UU consisted e-mailing the international office and erasmus coordinators. 

Before applying my top 3 I was able to arrange a video call with one of the erasmus coordinators to ask some 

final questions which was really helpful. For further planning and 'fitting' your exchange into your study 

programme it is always helpful to contact the study advisors. It is however your responsibility as a student to 

arrange these meetings; they won't be actively reaching out to you.  

academic preparation 

I don't remember doing a lot of academic preparation per se except for trying to figure out whether the courses 

that interested me in Belfast wouldn't overlap with my courses Utrecht. 

language preparation 

We had to take a language test but I don’t think it was binding for your attendance abroad in any way; it was 

just to gauge your level of English, so that if needed, you could receive additional support. I don't think you 

have anything to worry about if you've succesfully passed courses at UU in English. 

finances 

I used the budget excel sheet provided by the university to roughly see how much money I would to``` study 

abroad for a semester. My budget eventually consisted of my student loan, money saved by working, a 

contribution from my parents and an erasmus fund. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I followed three courses which were worth 10 ects each after conversion. Unfortunately two out of the three 

courses that initially caught my interest turned out to be unavailable when I registered for them, as local 

students sometimes get prioritiy over erasmus students because these courses are compulsory in the 

programmes of the former. During the first few weeks of the semester however it is still possible to change 

courses, so if there's a specific course that interests you which was full at first it's worth it to keep an eye out if 

places become available after other students drop out.  

academic quality of education activities 



 

Generally speaking I found the courses easier then the ones in Utrecht. Also when you look at the conceptual 

equivalence scale (level 3), the passing grade at QUB is substantially lower then at UU. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Was okay apart from the forementioned re-allocation within the courses. 

transfer of credits 

30 ECTS (hopefully ;)) 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

QUB welcomed us with open arms and lots of introductory activities, which they literally kept organising until 

the week we left. Just join as many activities you can during those first few (relatively less busy) weeks, as it is a 

great way to meet new people. 

accommodation 

Personally I found elms village a bit depressing so I really only was there to eat and sleep, and spend most of my 

time with friends in the city/ library/at uni. Objectively speaking the accomodation is okay though, all is well 

taken care of and you have everything you need. It is also fun to live with 10+ people from different countries! 

What I really enjoyed were all the trips organised by the accomodation staff to the north coast, mourne 

mountains etc. For a relatively small price you get to do all kinds of sightseeing which is really fun, so make sure 

to sign up for those trips!  

leisure & culture 

I loveeeed Belfast as a city. Such a rich and interesting history and lots to do in town. I really enjoyed hanging 

out in one its many pubs (favourites were the Points, Jeggy Nettle, Maddens and Laverys) for some beers and 

live music. Some allow you to bring your own food if they don't have a kitchen, so you can enjoy the music and 

amazing ambience while having chips with your friends. It's great. 

suggestions/tips 

I would highly recommend the conflicting stories walking tour through West-Belfast for an afternoon you won't 

forget, which will teach you a lot about the troubles and its impact on Belfast and its people. It might be a bit 

expensive for the student budget so make sure to do it when your parents come to visit ;) Other than that, if 

you go during the first semester you can't miss out on the Continental Christmas Market at city hall, which is 

absolutely magical (when it's not too busy). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

YESSSS Belfast/(Northern) Ireland is a lovely place to live for a few months. The Irish are warm, welcoming and 

easy-going people and will go through all lenghts to make you feel at home. Belfast might not be the most 

obvious city to go study and might not even be your first choice but believe me that you will not regret it, it's 

really lovely. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Don't bike around town, however tempting it might be for us dutchies, as the traffic is not used to bikers at allll 

and I've seen to many people getting into serious accidents because of it. You can get around town by bus or 

even taxi which isn't that much more expensive, and otherwise just walk like the locals do. The walking 

distances might take some time to get used to but the lovely surroundings and frech air will make you enjoy it 

soon enough. 



 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The process was not too difficult. Be sure to check your e-mail and osiris for documents you need to upload. You 

will need a transcript of records and something like a Cambridge certificate. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I went to a sort of preparation seminar which provided me with some useful information. IEO will respond to e-

mails relatively quickly.  

academic preparation 

There was no academic preparation for me.  

language preparation 

I needed a Cambridge certificate, but I think other certificates were allowed as well. 

finances 

Rent is a little more expensive than in the Netherlands and make sure to save up for all the trips and dinners. 

The price of food is about the same but you will definitely spend money as if you were on vacation. It would be 

a shame to miss out on daytrips and social acitivities. Clubs are usually about 5 pounds entry. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I took the modules 'International Criminal and Transitional Justice', 'Legal Theory', and 'International 

Humanitarian Law'. The modules were very interesting and especially the first and last module were very 

different from any modules UU has to offer. Legal Theory was a bit too vague for me, including the assigments. 

The other two were very interesting and I really enjoyed writing essays for these modules. The professor had a 

lot of experience on the subject and could therefore answer a lot of questions in great detail. I really liked that 

he started class off by discussing actualities relating to the subject. 

academic quality of education activities 

The quality was just as high as in Utrecht. However, they are a bit more lean with grades and homework in 

Belfast, which I find more motivating than the strict rules and lack of compassion at UU. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

If someone would miss 1! class, you would receive an e-mail asking if you're mentally okay. They're very 

involved and supportive. We often received e-mails about where you can get in touch if you had any problems 

with anything. 

transfer of credits 

In the UK a 40% is already a pass. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I got so much information. There was an introduction program and you get a lot of free food and stuff. The first 

week is freshers week with a lot of fun parties but also a lot of information about clubs and societies.  

accommodation 



 

I lived at Elms Village and had the best time there. You live with 11 people in a hallway. It is a student village 

with a common house in the middle where you can get free tea and coffee, play pool and pingpong, study and 

do your laundry. I was lucky enough to not only live with internationals but also with some lovely Irish people. 

the rooms are small but very cosy if you buy some pictures and lights. It has a sink which is very handy. 

Common kitchen is very big and has a large sofa with tv.  

leisure & culture 

Belfast is such a nice city with good clubs and restaurants. People are super friendly and especially as a girl I 

always felt very safe. The north coast is beautiful as are the Mounre Mountains.  

suggestions/tips 

Be sure to check out: 

- all the rooftop bars 

- techno Tuesday at thompsons 

- the points (pub) 

- drink some guinness 

- James Street restaurant 

- Giant's causeway 

- Libertine (club) 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes, the uni building is the most beautiful I have ever seen which is so motivating. the walk from Elms Village to 

the university is about 15 min and a lovely walk. Surprisingly, the weather is so much better than in the 

Netherlands! It's not that warm but every morning the sun would shine so bright into my room. I almost never 

had rain. Be sure to bring some hiking shoes as there are beautiful hikes. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try and meet as many Irish people as possible because they're the loveliest! 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was clear. I followed the instructions on the UU website and on Osiris. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The support was helpful. There was an online meeting that provided general information and the exchange 

team was always quick in answering emails. 

academic preparation 

There was no specific preparation. 

language preparation 

I think your English needs to be at level B2, but I didn't prepare anything since I had done a Cambridge course a 

few years back. 

finances 

I had saved up money and made use of the Erasmus grant and a loan. 

 



 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

For one semester I had to follow three courses, which each were worth 20 CATS (10 ECTS). I didn't follow any of 

my initially chosen courses, because the home students were prioritised and they were full. But I was able to 

follow three different ones that were just fine. Every course had a weekly class which was usually an interactive 

lecture. I didn't buy any books because you could find everything through the QUB database (either online or in 

the McClay library). 

academic quality of education activities 

The lectures were good and easy to follow after having done the readings. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The lecturers were all very accommodating and it was possible to email them or schedule appointments with 

them if there were any questions. 

transfer of credits 

30 ECTS. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There is a special welcome programme for Erasmus and study abroad students, in which they give you all the 

general information you will need about the semester. Because of the Queen's passing this year, it was not as 

extensive as usual but they were still very accommodating. 

accommodation 

There was an online application procedure through which I got my room. I could only choose to stay in Elms 

Village (BT9), which is for first years and internationals. I initially applied for an en-suite bedroom but did not 

get it. This was not a problem in the end, since a standard room is cheaper and it was only for a semester so 

sharing the shower and toilet was alright. Cleaners come to clean the kitchen, shower and toilet every week so 

that was great. There are 11 people on a floor and only three fridges so sometimes it was a little hard to find 

space to store your food. And don't expect anything from the couch since it is not cosy. But the room is alright 

and overall it is a nice space to live in with fellow students. You have to do your laundry in the Treehouse (a 

community building where you can get free tea/coffee, play pool, lounge, study etc) and it's about 5 pounds per 

wash&dry. 

leisure & culture 

Belfast is a nice city to explore and you can go on nice walks in the area. The Ulster Museum and the Botanic 

Gardens located next to the university are great to visit. When you're staying in QUB accommodation it is also 

possible to go on very cheap trips nearly every weekend, which I highly recommend. You also get a free off-

peak membership to the QUB gym and it is possible to sign up for different classes or go swimming; the latter I 

ended up doing multiple times a week. Be sure to have a brunch/lunch at Maggie Mays once, it's a lovely café. 

suggestions/tips 

Join one of the clubs or societies to get to know some locals. There is also an organization called Friends 

International that organizes events every week where you can go for free and meet great people. And don't 

miss out on the cheap trips to see some more of the country! On another note, make sure to bring clothes you 

can layer because the weather changes a lot. 

 



 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I definitely recommend QUB. It's a great place to discover, the university is very accommodating to students 

and the people there are very sweet in general. The courses are not too hard and it's mostly essays that you 

have to turn in. And there are a lot of pubs with live music. It's a lot of fun to go to a traditional one, have a pint 

and a good time chilling with friends! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

There is an ylink card you can sign up for that gets you a discount if you are planning on taking the bus (but only 

for a single ride). Otherwise it's easy to buy off-peak day-tickets on the mlink app. It's possible to hire a bike if 

you don't feel like walking everywhere, but the roads are not made for bikes so it can get dangerous. 

 



 

2019 – 2020  

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I think the application process was pretty straightforward. I attented the presentations from Utrecht University 

first and then made the choice that I wanted to study abroad for a semester. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The counselling and support was very helpful, they really help you if you have difficulties with anything in 

preparation of your exchange. 

academic preparation 

The only academic preparation I had were the courses I already followed in Utrecht. 

language preparation 

I did not think I had to prepare for this. 

Finances 

Erasmus and a loan. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

3 courses which each were worth 10 ETCS. Every course had either a weekly seminar or an interactive lecture. 

You didn't need to buy books for the courses because you could either find it through e-resources or in the 

library. 

academic quality of education activities 

The lectures were of good quality and pinpointed the important parts of the literature each week. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The lecturers were very helpful when it came down to the materials. You could always mail them and they 

would respond within a few hours. Also, you could make an appointment with them to discuss your ideas about 

the materials. This was very useful for the final essay you had to write. 

transfer of credits 

30 ETCS 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There was a special welcome programme for Erasmus students which lasted a week. In this week you got all the 

information you needed and you could get your remaining questions anwsered easily. 

Accommodation 

You could apply for accommodation as an erasmus student through the online application procedure. You had 

to choose in which area you wanted to live and which kind of room you preferred. Unfortunately I did not get a 

room I initially applied for but that was to be exspected since my stay only was a semester long. 

leisure & culture 



 

You could go to the gym for free and sign up to play sports for the University. Culture-wise you should visit the 

city centre of Belfast and go on tours organized by the University itself. 

suggestions/tips 

Try to join a sports team so you can get to know local people instead of only Erasmus students. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

If you don't mind bad weather and an easy lifestyle then this is a good place to go for exchange. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Getting around the city isn't easy. Going on bike is impossible. I recommend downloading Uber. 

 

2018 – 2019 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I went to the presentations by the Utrecht International Office . They gave me a good impressession of the 

preparations for the application. Every time a new form had to be submitted, I always made sure I submitted it 

on time, therefore I did not experience a lot of stress. However, I must say the paperwork for the application is 

tedious, with all the forms having a slightly different lay-out but all requesting the same information. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

International Office was always ready to give information and advice. This made the preparation very easy. 

Furthermore, they always responded rather quickly so I did not have to wait long.  

academic preparation 

I looked at the course catalogue online to see what kind of modules they offered. I wanted to follow courses 

that are not offered at Utrecht University to make the most out of studying abroad. Therefore I mainly focussed 

on international law as this is not offered in the Bachelor of Law except from Public International Law that only 

gave the basics.  

language preparation 

As I already knew I was proficient in English, I did not do a lot of preparation for it. At most I read a few extra 

English literature and international law books in order to get 'into the English mindset'. 

finances 

As we already had to make a plan before applying for studying abroad, I already had a finance plan. I perfected 

this plan once I knew I was going to study abroad at Queen's 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

When I first arrived, getting enrolled was a bit of an issue. We had to meet someone in person, they had to 

enroll all the Erasmus students studying law. You can imagine this being stressfull as we all had to sit in the 

waiting room, waiting for our turn. This was not really well organized. After this we had enroll again on a 

computer. This enrolment proces on the computer was tedious as well, where we had to fill out unnecessary 

forms about our religion and sexual preferences that should not be relevant for enrolling in courses. 



 

Furthermore, I wonder what they did with this information as it did not serve any purpose in asking.  

After being enrolled, the study programme, content and organisation was perfect. I did not experience any 

problems after the enrolment.   

academic quality of education activities 

I thought doing three courses at the same time was going to be stressfull, since I always do two courses at the 

same time in Utrecht. However, I managed just fine. I noticed they have the same system as in Utrecht where 

you need to do a lot of self study and the lecture only explains the outlines.  

However, I did find that the courses did not go into much detail. The history and the application of articles of 

different conventions were explained but there was a lack of academic depth.    

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The international office and faculty of law help desk were really helpful. During my time there I didn’t really 

need a lot of help but everytime I did, for example because a form needed to be signed, they were fast to help 

me. They did give a few presentations for all the Erasmus and international students about what to expect, how 

to prepare for classes and an explanation of the marking system.  

transfer of credits 

In the introduction presentation they said that if everything is going as planned, the transfer will take place on 

the 5th of February. Therefore currently I have no idea if the transfer of credits is succesful.   

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

The first week was internationals week and the second week the general freshers week took place.  

Firstly the internationals week. There were a lot of activities planned, from typical irish dancing to free dinners. 

These activities gave me a great opportunity to meet other international students. My best friend from 

Australia, I met during one of the free dinners. After these activities you are definitely ending up with a friend 

group as everyone is looking for people to hang out with.  

During the internationals week there were a lot of introduction presentations about life in Belfast, general 

health and safety talks and history of Queens University.  

Secondly, the freshers week. Again, a lot of activites were organised and gave me a lot of opportunities to meet 

the locals and British people. 

accommodation 

I stayed in one of the QUB accomodations. There were three locations: Elms Village, BT1 and BT2. In every 

location the international and local students are mixed together. 

Elms Village was literally a village with a shop,  rows of houses and a building (the treehouse) were people could 

hang out. I noticed there was a sense of a community and social cohesion in this village.  

Then there was BT1 and BT2. These buildings were brand new and opened for the first time in September. I 

stayed in BT2 and shared an apartement with 5 other people. Compared to Elms Village the rooms were cleaner 

(as they were just built) and the kitchen had better equipment. Within the whole BT2 building there was no 

community nor a feeling of social cohesion. Besides from your roommates, you didn’t really see other residents. 

However, I was lucky to have 5 really cool roommates, so the place did feel like a home. My roommates were 

all locals, Irish and English so I was the only international student. I think that is how you get the full study 

abroad experience, since I wanted to absorb as much of the British culture and their ways, as possible. 

BT2 was close to the city centre as well as to the university. Everywhere was a 15 minute walk, give or take. If  I 

stayed at ELms Village everything would have been further away, university is a 25 minute walk and city centre 

a 50 minute walk. So the pro of being in Elms Village is being part of a community, a big con is that this 

community is remote from the rest of the city. 



 

leisure & culture 

When some asks me if Belfast is worth going to for a city trip, I would have to say no. It is however, an amazing 

city to live in. Student life is perfect.  

First of all, there are a LOT of societies and clubs, someone told me there were over 200! During freshers week 

you can sign up for them at a society and clubs fair. To possibilities were endless and overwhelming. I signed up 

for the law society, Amnesty International Belfast, Judo society, boxing society, climbing society and the music 

society. During the freshers week you got a discount on your membership fee.  

Because a day only has 24 hours and I had to balance studying, societies and friends from internationals week 

as well as from my courses, I ended up only being an active member at the climbing society and the music 

society. Part of the reason for this was because all the sport societies had training at the same time, all on 

Tuesday and Thursday from 17:00-22:00. I had never climbed before and wanted to try something new. 

Climbing was the best way to challenge myself physically and mentally and it was nice to meet like minded 

people in the society. They organised weekend climbing trips to Ireland, Scotland, Spain etc. which were nice 

getaways.  

The music society was nice as well, although I didn’t really have time to get to know everyone and be an active 

member. I did use their practice rooms a lot which they offered you for free where you could use their 

instruments for free. The piano for example was always tuned and in good condition.  

 

Secondly, I loved the university gym. Because I was a QUB Accomodations resident, I had an off-peak 

membership. Therefore I could go to the gym from 8:00 untill 15:00 and from 20:00 until 22:00. The quality of 

the gym equipment was really good and the variety of exercises was big. It was a nice place to blow off some 

steam with friends after a day of studying or to start the day. The gym was a 20 minute walk from BT2.  

 

Furthermore, Belfast is a perfect place to go out. There are a lot of clubs and pubs. I loved the atmosphere in 

their pubs, where there was always live Irish music and Irish dancing. In short, the perfect place to hang out 

with friends after a day of studying. The city is very safe, so after a night out I never felt at risk when I walked 

home alone.  

 

Additionally, Belfast is the perfect place if you like hiking and nature. Twenty minutes from BT2 there is a 

mountain where you can do a lot of different hikes with beautiful views over the city. Furthermore, from Belfast 

you can take a cheap two-hour busride into every direction and you end up in the most beautiful scenery. The 

trails are all safe and well maintained. Every weekend a group of friends and me organised trips to nature. Even 

the people that normally don’t like hiking or exercising were in awe with the views. 

 

Lastly, Belfast has a lot history. There are a lot of opportunities to learn and expierence this history, which I 

think is very valuable for personal and academic growth. For example, we went to Derry-Londonderry to learn 

more about Bloody Sunday and we did a lot of history tours in Belfast to learn about the troubles.   

suggestions/tips 

Join societies and clubs, explore nature with your new friends and get to know the history. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes. Queens University in Belfast has a great variety of interesting courses, a strong welcome and orientation 

programme, clean accomodation, a lot of societies and clubs so there is something for everyone, a great gym, 

cozy pubs with Irish music and traditional dancing, close proximity to nature and offers valuabe lessons to be 

learned from its history.   



 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Give yourself some time to settle as you will always feel a bit ungrounded in the beginning, always be open to 

meet new people and put yourself out there.  

 


