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This project investigates the case of the Zeppelin/Airship as a retro-innovation. Around the 
world various companies are currently attempting to revive the airship as a sustainable way 
of transportation. In this project you will interview airship companies worldwide (online) and 
map and analyze their innovation strategies. Reviving the Zeppelin does involve technical 
challenges, but also social ones such as dealing with preconceived ideas about its safety. At 
the same time, the airship keeps on fascinating people around the globe, a symbol of a 
modernist utopia that was never realized.  
 

 
   
The project is a joint project with dr. Hanna Bach, Geography, University of Copenhagen. 
 
Bach, H. Full steam astern? Sustainable retro-innovation in the maritime shipping sector. Sustainable 
retro-innovation in the maritime shipping sector. 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5499496 
See also  
OceanSky Cruises - Luxury Travel by Airship  
HAV 
Lighter than Air (LTA) Research - The Future of Airships  
Flying Whales — Home 
In the project, your tasks can involve: 

• Conducting qualitative research interviews  
• Reviewing and synthesizing scientific literature 
• Writing down results  
• Organizing a workshop  

Job requirements 
• A willingness to undertake exploratory research 
• An independent and critical mindset 
• Openness for interdisciplinary research 
• Qualitative data analysis skills  
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