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Project description 
The initiators of this project have studied citizen engagement in environmental governance, particularly in the 
field of climate adaptation, for over ten years. Previous work has examined how public participation is organized 
and experienced, for example in the implementation of climate adaptation measures in the Utrecht city region 
and beyond. This topic has also been explored extensively by others.1 

Across this body of research, one insight stands out: participation is complex and full of dilemmas. 
Transformative change—such as the shifts in land and water use required for climate adaptation—demands 
inclusive approaches that address not only technical measures but also the social values and priorities behind 
them. At the same time, participation is usually organized by professionals who often lack sufficient time or 
capacity to facilitate it effectively. Moreover, participatory efforts unfold within existing political and policy 
processes, where actors hold different views on whether, when, and to what extent participation is desirable. 

You will help us build on these insights and develop a forward-looking perspective on how society can 
progress in organizing meaningful participation—and on how researchers can contribute through their expertise. 
Specifically, you will draft a perspective paper for a scientific journal (approx. 3000 words). Such papers do not 
present original data but instead formulate a well-argued, evidence-informed viewpoint that advances ongoing 
debates. To achieve this aim, you will carry out the following activities:  

- Review key literature on public participation in climate adaptation, focusing on a limited selection of 
core papers. 

- Join brainstorming sessions with the research team to identify central themes, conceptual framings, and 
potential contributions. 

- Conduct exploratory interviews with researchers and practitioners engaged in participatory climate 
governance. The precise focus and format of these interviews will be defined in consultation with the 
supervisors. 

Job requirements 
It goes without saying that to carry out this research successfully, you should be skilled in qualitative forms of 
social science research. You are able to read critically, write clearly and fluently, and enjoy the challenge of 
interviewing both experts and practitioners on this topic. 

Beyond that, you are someone who is inspired by the idea of developing an argumentative essay—
taking a well-reasoned position in a debate or formulating a (possibly new) perspective based on sound 
arguments. You do not get lost in details, but rather aim to distil overarching insights from the information you 
gather. Naturally, you are also genuinely enthusiastic about the topic of citizen engagement. 

 
1 Uittenbroek, C. J., Mees, H. L. P., Hegger, D. L. T., & Driessen, P. P. J. (2019). The design of public participation: Who participates, when 
and how? Insights in climate adaptation planning from the Netherlands. Journal of Environmental Planning and Management, 62(14), 
2529–2547. https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2019.1569503; Reifenstahl, T., Augenstein, K., & Möller, S. (2025). Enhancing public 
participation through social learning and local identity: The case of climate adaptation in small and medium-sized municipalities. Journal of 
Environmental Planning and Management, 1–20. https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2025.2545982. 
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