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Project description 
The concept of circular economy is increasingly emphasized as a sustainability strategy to transform 
the traditional open-ended economy into a closed-loop material system. Similarly, the idea of circular 
urban systems is gaining momentum. But how can urban circularity be advanced through planning? 
While there arguably is a prominent role for procurement and contracting here, we have yet to 
understand how contract award guidelines and technical specifications are designed and used to 
embed circularity and/or sustainability requirements for city building. Furthermore, little empirical 
research has been conducted to determine how contract bidders are evaluated on their ability to 
reuse materials and minimize waste, let alone how public-sector actors attempt to translate broad – 
and perhaps vague – circular goals into standards and arrangements that shape actual urban 
development practices. Which rules, formal and informal, are used in this game (institutions), and 
who are using them (actors)? We see an opportunity for learning at the intersection of several 
disciplines, including spatial planning, public administration, law, and sustainability studies. 

The assistant is invited to conduct a systematic review of academic literature and policy and 
project documents as part of a study focused on procurement guidelines, tender processes, and 
contractual arrangements for the circular demolition and/or development of real estate. 
Furthermore, the assistant will identify and document relevant empirical examples to develop 
insights into practice, enabling us to learn about institutions and actors that promote circularity. 
More specifically, the tasks include: 
- Reviewing relevant academic literature (approx. 60 hours); 
- Reviewing relevant policy and project documents (approx. 60 hours); 
- Synthesizing insights of review (approx. 60 hours); 
- Identifying and documenting relevant empirical examples (approx. 60 hours); 
- Writing a white paper that can be used as input for (a) a workshop and other interactions with 

researchers and policy makers; and (b) developing an open-access academic article (approx. 80 
hours). 

The 320 hours calculated for these activities can be spread over a period of 5 months. 
 

Job requirements 
- Affinity with and knowledge about land and real estate development, circularity, and/or (urban) 

governance 
- Experience with synthesizing academic literature and/or other documentation; 
- Some experience with academic writing in English. 
- The ability to read Dutch is useful, but not a condition. 

mailto:m.h.h.vandenhurk@uu.nl
mailto:j.a.bouwmeester@uu.nl

	Institutions for circularity
	Contracts for the conversion of the built environment
	Project description
	Job requirements



