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autonomy in face of threats of authoritarianism and climate collapse?
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Project description

Across the globe, societies are facing threats of rising right-wing authoritarianism and climate collapse. As
environmental disasters intensify and democratic institutions erode, cuts to public funding, growing surveillance,
and restrictions on dissent threaten communities and their ability to respond effectively. In this context,
grassroots collectives engaged for sustainability transformations may play a central role. Research shows that
community-based initiatives rooted in principles of solidarity, mutual aid and autonomy often assume central
social functions when state institutions fail to provide adequate support - such as organizing disaster response,
providing care infrastructures, and defending democratic, inclusive spaces. However, this ability strongly
depends on pre-existing communal networks of solidarity, trust and mutual support.

This project, in collaboration with AndersUtrecht, seeks to investigate how grassroots collectives in Utrecht can
strengthen their preparedness, resilience, and autonomy in face of overlapping political and ecological crises. It
seeks to identify best practices and strategies that not only help to respond in case of emergencies, but also build
long-term autonomous infrastructures and practices for collective self-determination and sustainability
transformations. The student will first conduct a literature review on community resilience and disaster
preparedness, grassroots resistance to right-wing authoritarianism and fascism, and practices of solidarity and
mutual aid to identify key areas of action and best practices from cases worldwide. In a second step, on the basis
of interviews and a workshop, this project will investigate community preparedness of grassroots collectives in
Utrecht and identify focus areas, vulnerabilities and potential strategies to enhance preparedness. This could
include, for instance, strengthening local and translocal networks, decreasing dependance on state funding,
developing skills in the use of adapted technologies, building climate-resilient infrastructures, developing
response strategies for emergencies and training effective collective decision-making practices.

Job requirements

Social Science background with a focus on sustainability

Motivation, affinity with the topic and self-drive to engage in this project
Proficiency in English, confident in Dutch language use (B2)

Affinity with civil society/ grassroot initiatives or social movements

Desirable (but not required):
e Experience with literature research/ systematic review
e Experience with qualitative content analysis, use of NVivo or similar
e  Experience with qualitative research (interviews, organizing workshops)


https://andersutrecht.nl/
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