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Objective  7 

The MSc Research represents the culmination of the Earth Sciences Master’s 8 
programmes. When conducting MSc research, the student demonstrates skills to 9 
pursue independent research and shows advanced knowledge in the field of the 10 
MSc programmes. The student demonstrates the capability to apply and to 11 
integrate advanced knowledge in order to interpret scientific results and to answer 12 
research questions. Performing MSc research includes a critical study of the 13 
relevant scientific literature, and application of the gathered information to 14 
accomplish the research objectives. The MSc research is mandatory for all students 15 
and encompasses a credit load of at least 30 ECTS and a maximum of 45 ECTS. 16 
The allocated number of ECTS credits should be a multiple of 7.5 (e.g. 30, 37.5, or 17 
45 ECTS credits). The difference in duration should reflect the difference in working 18 
time required for establishing the data base for the project and not be associated 19 
with different profundity. This implies that the same assessment criteria apply for 20 
MSc theses irrespective of duration. The MSc research encompasses a written 21 
report (MSc thesis) and an oral presentation, both obligatory in English, which 22 
complete the independent research assignment of the Earth Sciences Master’s 23 
programmes. The thesis should – in principle – contain material of publishable 24 
quality.  25 
 26 
Table 1 provides a comparison between MSc Research, Guided Research and 27 
Internship.  28 

Pre-requisites  29 

The pre-requisites follow the rules and regulations of the Master’s programme Earth 30 
Sciences and guarantee a competent starting level for the student on the aspects 31 
of research capabilities and general and specialist knowledge.  32 
 33 
To start with MSc research a student has to obtain at least 30 ECTS credits of 34 
theoretical first year MSc courses (GEO4-…) from the relevant programme. Note 35 
that the total of 30 ECTS credits mentioned above is only the minimum requirement 36 
for starting the MSc research. At least 45 ECTS credits from theoretical courses are 37 
required for receiving the MSc degree. Usually, the student has completed more 38 
theoretical courses within his/her personal programme, established earlier in 39 
consultation with the programme leader.  40 
  41 



Table 1 Comparison MSc Research, Guided Research and Internship 42 

 43 

 MSc Research 

GEO4-1520 

Guided Research 

GEO4-1521 

Internship 

GEO4-1500 

Compulsory Yes, for all 

programmes and 

profiles 

Performing at least one (all programmes) 

  

Possible number of 

ECTS credits 

30, 37.5, 45 7.5, 15, 22.5, 30 15 – 30 

Type of host 

institution 

Academic  

(exceptional non-

academic) 

Academic  

(exceptional non-

academic) 

Non-academic 

Possibility to be 

performed at 

external institution 

Yes Yes Exclusively at 

external institution 

Compulsory report, 

individually written 

in English  

Yes Yes Yes 

Oral presentation  Compulsory Possible (not part of 

evaluation) 

Possible (not part of 

evaluation) 

 44 
Procedure and content  45 
There are different ways to find an MSc project. MSc projects supervised by staff 46 
from the Department of Physical Geography are published in February. Students 47 
can apply for these projects following the instructions on the document. For projects 48 
at the Department of Earth Sciences, students are encouraged to take the initiative 49 
in talking to the academic staff members about possible research topics.  50 
 51 
The MSc thesis is an individual product that is accomplished by a single student 52 
under supervision of a staff member. MSc Research projects can be carried out in 53 
collaboration with other students, but only under the condition that each student 54 
works on the basis of an individual problem statement and that the individual 55 
performance (and individual thesis) of each student can be properly judged by the 56 
supervisor. Together with a thesis supervisor, the student selects a suitable topic 57 
of interest that fits within, or has strong links with one of the Earth Sciences 58 
programmes. The topic could be theoretical or practical, could include fieldwork 59 
and/or lab-work and/or computer-based simulation/modelling. The Graduate 60 
School of Geosciences does not provide any financial compensation for the research 61 
components. Nevertheless, costs (e.g. fieldwork or laboratory analyses) may be 62 
reimbursed by the research group or external funds.  63 
 64 
Preferably, a permanent member of the scientific staff of the department of Earth 65 
Sciences or Physical Geography is responsible for the supervision of the MSC 66 
research project, but this can be delegated to a qualified expert from outside the 67 



departments. If the thesis project is performed at another academic or non-68 
academic institution, a staff member at the host institution will act as daily 69 
supervisor. Postdocs and PhD-students may be involved in the daily supervision 70 
and can act as second supervisors.  71 
 72 
All MSc thesis must be reviewed and graded by two examiners, who will be assigned 73 
by the Board of Examiners. In most cases, the supervisors of the project will act as 74 
reviewer. If the project does not involve a second supervisor, a second reviewer 75 
has to be assigned to the project. The second reviewer will take over the 76 
responsibilities of the first supervisor if necessary. Supervisors who are not yet 77 
assigned as examiners (typically, supervisors who are not permanent staff 78 
members of the department of Earth Sciences or Physical Geography) will be 79 
evaluated for their expertise and nominated for appointment as examiner by the 80 
Teaching Institute Earth Sciences.   81 
 82 
Before starting an MSc project, the project has to be agreed by the first 83 
supervisor and approved by the Teaching Institute Earth Sciences. An MSc thesis 84 
project agreement form needs to be filled out, signed and send to the Teaching 85 
Institute via the online webform at  86 

https://fd21.formdesk.com/universiteitutrecht-geo/earthsciencesmscthesis 87 

The agreement form contains the following information: 88 

• Personal data of the MSc student  89 
• Title of the project 90 

The title should reflect the topic of the study, which must be related to the 91 
Earth Sciences master programme.  92 

• Name of the first supervisor/reviewer.  93 
• Name of the second supervisor or reviewer 94 

See information about the webform below for the requirements with respect 95 
to the supervisors.  96 

• ECTS credits 97 
The study load of project can be 30, 37.5, or 45 ECTS credits 98 

• Project description 99 
The project description briefly describes the aims of the project and the 100 
approach taken / methods applied to achieve these aims. 101 

• Project schedule 102 
The project schedule includes dates of meetings with the supervisor(s) and 103 
should indicate when the supervisor is not accessible for longer time periods.  104 
Furthermore, milestones to evaluate the progress of the project, for example, 105 
accomplishment of the required data set, handing in of the first draft version 106 
and final version of the MSc thesis, etc. are defined. 107 

• No-go criteria,  108 
The no-go criteria define the minimum progress a student has to achieve 109 
within about 6 weeks after the start of the project. It is strongly recommended 110 
that the no-go criteria comprise a more extensive research project proposal 111 
including a literature review and detailed time planning. After about 6 weeks 112 
after the start of the project, a meeting with the supervisor is scheduled and 113 
the progress of the student is evaluated in view of the no-go criteria. If the 114 
student fails to meet these criteria, the supervisor can decide to discontinue 115 
the MSc project, implying that the student has to start a new MSc project.  116 
 117 
 118 

The agreement form must be signed by both the MSc student and the first 119 
supervisor. 120 
 121 

https://fd21.formdesk.com/universiteitutrecht-geo/earthsciencesmscthesis


Furthermore, the following information needs to be provided on the webform: 122 

• Personal data of the MSc student  123 
• MSc programme 124 
• Title of the project 125 
• Name and affiliation of the first supervisor/reviewer.  126 
• Number of ECTS credits 127 
• Start and end date of the project 128 

The time planning must be consistent with the number of ECTS credits; 1 week 129 
(40 working hours) corresponds to 1.43 credits. The length of the project has 130 
to be planned in a way that public holidays are excluded in the calculation of 131 
the total number of working hours. 132 

• No-go date  133 
 134 
On the webform, it should also be indicated whether the research project involves 135 
fieldwork. If the project involves fieldwork, a signed Declaration regarding 136 
safety and behavior during excursions and fieldwork must be uploaded. The 137 
form and the related safety regulations and guidelines can be obtained/downloaded 138 
from the Master Earth Sciences Thesis Blackboard community 139 
(https://uu.blackboard.com/). Note that assessing the risks of the planned MSc 140 
fieldwork and discussing these risks with the student is the task of the supervisor 141 
and part of the safety procedure. Because of insurance purposes and to get a quick 142 
overview of the students abroad in emergency situations, it is required and obliged 143 
to register your stay abroad in the framework of your studies in Osiris. 144 
 145 
The above information is used by the Teaching Institute for registration and 146 
monitoring purposes as part of the quality assurance of the Earth Sciences master 147 
programmes. 148 

 149 

During the MSc project, it is expected that the student does all in his/her power 150 
to fulfill the commitments agreed on in the MSc agreement and to ensure the 151 
progress of the project as planned. A delay in finalizing the MSc project of more 152 
than four weeks after the intended end date has to be reported and justified by the 153 
student to the Teaching Institute. A request of postponing the date of completion 154 
has to be supported by the supervisor and has to include an updated time planning. 155 
Delayed completion of the MSc thesis without approval by the supervisor 156 
can lead to its rejection. 157 

At the end of the MSc project, the student presents his/her results in a public 158 
oral presentation, which contributes to the final grade of the MSc thesis project. 159 

After sufficient feedback and discussion, the first supervisor/examiner grades the 160 
MSc thesis project. The final assessment is discussed and approved by the second 161 
reviewer/examiner. The assessment and grading of the thesis will be based on the 162 
MSc Thesis Rubric Earth Sciences. The Rubric includes instructions how the grade 163 
of the MSc thesis project is determined and can be found on the Master Earth 164 
Sciences Thesis Blackboard community. .  165 

If the MSc thesis project is graded with a sufficient grade, the student sends the 166 
final version of the thesis in Word or pdf format to 167 
i.beekman.uu@analysis.urkund.com for plagiarism check by the Teaching Institute 168 
using URKUND/Ouriginal. Note that the supervisor and student will not receive a 169 
report of the plagiarism check, unless plagiarism has been detected.  170 

https://uu.blackboard.com/
mailto:i.beekman.uu@analysis.urkund.com


The rubric must be signed by both reviewers/examiners and the supervisor 171 
forwards the signed document to the Student administration via 172 
studadm.geo@uu.nl for processing in OSIRIS.  173 
 174 
Within one month after the grade is registered in OSIRIS, the student will receive 175 
a request by email to upload the reviewed thesis in PDF format through OSIRIS 176 
Case. The thesis archive is only accessible to employees. When uploading the 177 
thesis, the student may choose to make the MSc thesis publicly available. If this 178 
option is selected, Utrecht University Library will take care of making the thesis 179 
publicly accessible. As a result, the thesis can eventually be found in search 180 
systems such as Google (Scholar) and WorldCat.  181 
 182 
 183 
A final mark of 8.5 or higher will only be approved if it is supported by a third 184 
reviewer. This third reviewer a) should be an expert in the field of research covered 185 
by the thesis; b) should not have been involved in any way in the graduation project 186 
and/or writing stage; c) may be a university lecturer from outside Utrecht 187 
University; d) is expected to provide a short, written statement. In this statement 188 
the 3rd reviewer declares that the written argumentation in the evaluation form 189 
justifies the exceptional high mark of ≥ 8.5 and illustrates that the thesis belongs 190 
to the top 15% of the Earth Sciences MSc theses at Utrecht University. It is the 191 
task of the main supervisor to request for this statement and to add this to the 192 
thesis assessment form. 193 
 194 
 195 
 196 
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Master thesis project agreement 
 Graduation Research (GEO4-1520) 

 
Name: 
 
Student number: 
 
E-mail: 
 
Telephone (optional): 
 
 
1st supervisor: 
 
 
2nd supervisor /reviewer : 
 
 
 
 
ECTS Credits: 
 
 
Title: 
 
 
Project description 
 
Aims: 
 
 
Approach/methods: 

 

 

Schedule 
 
 Date / Period Activity 

  

 Go / no go date 

 First version of report submitted 

 Final version of report submitted 

 

Go / no go criteria: 
 

Signatures 

 

Student     1st Supervisor  



Statement of originality of the MSc thesis 
 
I declare that: 

 

1. this is an original report, which is entirely my own work, 

 

2. where I have made use of the ideas of other writers, I have acknowledged the 

source in all instances, 

 

3. where I have used any diagram or visuals, I have acknowledged the source in 

all instances, 

 

4. this report has not and will not be submitted elsewhere for academic 

assessment in any other academic course. 

 

 

 

Student data: 

 

Name: 

 

Registration number: 

 

 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

Signature: 

 

 


