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The Education and Examination Regulations (EER) contain the programme-specific rights and 
obligations of students on the one hand and Utrecht University on the other. The (general 
university) Student Charter contains the rights and duties that apply to all students. 
 
The Dean of the Faculty Law, Economics and Governance, hereinafter referred to as the Dean,  
adopted these regulations on 3 June 2025 (with the approval of the Faculty Council) and the 

degree programme advisory committee (on 10 March 2025). 

 
SECTION 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 

Art. 1.1 – Applicability of the Regulations  
These Regulations apply to the academic year 2025/2026 and apply to the education, tests and 
examination of the Research master’s degree programmes provided by the Graduate School 
within the Faculty of Law, Economics and Governance: 
 

o Legal Research ( RIO code 60744) 
o Multidisciplinary Economics ( RIO code 60907) 

o Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science ( RIO code 
60391) 

 
hereinafter referred to as: the programme and to all students who are registered for the 
programme and to those who request to be admitted to the programme. 
 

The programme Legal Research is provided by the Utrecht University School of Law. 
 
The programme Multidisciplinary Economics is provided by the Utrecht University School of 
Economics.  
 
The programme Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science is taught by 
lecturers from the following educational institutions: 

o The Utrecht University School of Governance (USBO) 
o The Tilburg Department of Public Law and Governance, Faculty of Law, Tilburg University  

o The Department of Public Administration and Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, Erasmus 
University Rotterdam 

o The Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
 
Art. 1.2 – Definition of terms 

In these Regulations the following terms mean: 
a) The Act: the Higher Education and Research Act (Wet op het hoger onderwijs en 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek); 
b) student: anyone who is registered at the university to take courses and/or to sit the tests 

and the examinations of the programme; 
c) credit: unit expressed in ECTS, whereby one credit is equal to 28 hours of study; 
d) language code of conduct: the rules of conduct relating to academic programmes and 

examinations in languages other than Dutch, determined by the Executive Board on the 
basis of Section 7(2)(c) of the Higher Education and Research Act (Wet op het Hoger 
onderwijs en Wetenschappelijk onderzoek); 

e) degree programme: the Master’s Degree Programmes referred to in art. 1.1 of these 
Regulations. A degree programme can consist of several programmes. Utrecht University 
distinguishes between master's degree programmes that have a CROHO label (these are 

registered in the Central Register of Higher Education Degree Programmes – CROHO), 
and master's programmes that are subsidiary to a CROHO labelled degree programme; 

f) programme: a programme that is subsidiary to a CROHO labelled degree programme; 
g) course: the entire teaching and assessment of a unit of study of the degree programme, 

included in the University Course Catalogue; 
h) test: interim examination as referred to in art. 7.10 of the Act; 
i) examination: the final Master’s examination of the programme which is awarded if all the 

obligations of the entire programme have been fulfilled;  
j) University Course Catalogue; the register of the courses offered by the University which 

is kept on the responsibility of the Executive Board; 



 
5 

Education and Examination Regulations Research Masters 2025/2026 

l)    Board of Examiners: the Board of Examiners for the Master's degree programme: a) 

Legal Research: the Board of Examiners for the Master’s degree programmes of the 
Utrecht University School of Law; b) Multidisciplinary Economics: the Board of Examiners 
for the Master’s degree programme of the Department of Economics; c) Research in 
Public Administration and Organizational Science: the Board of Examiners for the Master’s 

degree programme of the Department of Governance.  
m) educational facility: the facility offered by or in name of the Director of Education to a 

student with a disability or chronic illness, which lays down the necessary and reasonable 
facilities to which the student is entitled 

n) International Diploma Supplement: the annex to the Master’s Degree Certificate, which 
includes an explanation of the nature and contents of the Degree programme;  

o) programme coordinator/programme leader: the examiner responsible for the teaching 

programme and supervision of the students who follow the programme; 
p) course coordinator: the examiner who is designated as course coordinator in the University 

Course Catalogue, or the course coordinator’s substitute, and who is responsible for the 
course. 

 
The remaining terms have the meanings ascribed to them by the Act.  
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SECTION 2 – ADMISSION 

 
 
Legal Research   
 

Art. 2.1 L – Admission requirements to the degree programme 
1. The following individuals can be admitted to the degree programme: those who hold a 

Dutch or foreign degree equivalent to a Dutch bachelor’s degree, possess knowledge, 
insight and skills at the level of a university bachelor’s degree, and demonstrate the 
following knowledge, insight and skills: 
a. knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals, basic principles, system, coherence 

and the development of law, as well as legal methods; 

b. knowledge of and insight into the relevant core areas of law, namely: private law, 
criminal law, constitutional and administrative law and international and European law; 

c. knowledge and understanding of the international and national social context within 
which the law operates; 

d. ability to gather existing academic knowledge, evaluate its value and familiarize 
themselves with it, regardless of whether this knowledge is in the Dutch or English 

language;1 

e. ability to analyze regulations and apply them in specific cases, solve legal cases and 
analyze and apply case law; 

f. ability to build up legal arguments and form a legal opinion; 
g. ability to carry out academic research, and for this purpose formulate a problem and 

prepare a research project; 
h. ability to give sufficiently clear presentations, both orally and in writing and to 

communicate in English about their subject matter; 
       i.  ability to make a critical analysis and assessment of another person's written or oral 

argument; 
       j.  ability to critically reflect upon their own actions; 
       k. ability to put across knowledge, ideas and solutions to a wider public comprising 

specialists and non-specialists; 
       l.  an attitude focusing on their academic professional practice and lifelong 

learning. 
2.    Students will be selected on the basis of objective standards concerning: 
      -  previous academic performance in a relevant subject area or areas;  
       - relevant skills;  

       - command of the language(s) used in the programme; 
        - (proven) talent for conducting legal research and reporting on it, in line with the 

          requirements formulated in paragraph 1. 
This information is used to consider whether the student concerned is in a position of being 
able to complete successfully the Master's Programme within the nominal time period. 

3.   There is a fixed quota for admission to the degree programme. The maximum number of 
students to be admitted to several programmes is 25.  

4.   Holders of a Bachelor's degree with a major in Law awarded by Utrecht University or a 
Bachelor's degree from one of the other law faculties in the Kingdom of the Netherlands are 

deemed to possess the knowledge, insight and skills referred to in paragraph 1 of this 
provision and may be admitted to the degree programme on that basis, provided their 
average mark for courses during the degree programme is at least 7. 

5. The programme is open to students holding a Bachelor's degree with at least 6 law 
courses worth 45 credits (ECTS) in total, awarded by one of the University Colleges in the 
Netherlands. 

6.   In order for a candidate to enroll, the candidate must enclose a motivation letter in which 

the candidate’s motivation is explained to take the Master's degree programme. 

7.   In case of a deficiency in the previous education, the Admissions Committee of the 
      Master's degree programme may decide that the deficiency must be repaired 
      as part of the Master's degree programme. A repairable deficiency can exist only if the 
      Bachelor's examination in Law has been passed, but one course is lacking that counts as 
      a requirement for admission to the Master's programme. 

8.   The admission requirements have been formulated clearly and transparently so that 
      candidates are aware beforehand of the requirements they must meet to be admitted to 
      the programme. 

 
1 The ability to use sources in Dutch does not apply to non-Dutch students. 
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Art. 2.2 L – Language requirement  

English language 
1. Students will only be allowed to register for the degree programme if they meet the 

requirement of sufficient command of the English language. Deficiencies in previous 
education in English can be remedied before the start of the degree programme by 

successfully completing one of the following tests: 
o IELTS (International English Language Testing System), academic module. The 

minimum required IELTS score (overall band) is 6.5, including at least 6.0 for the 
components ‘writing, speaking, listening and reading’. 

o TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 
93 (internet-based test)  with at least a score of 24 for reading, 22 for listening, 20 for 
speaking and 20 for writing.  

o Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, including one of the 
following certificates: 
- Cambridge C1 Advanced;minimum score: 176 total. The minimum required 

component score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing.  
- Cambridge C2 Proficiency:minimum score: 180. The minimum required component 
score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing. 

 

2. The holder of a university Bachelor’s Degree awarded in the Netherlands or a foreign 
Bachelor's Degree with a curriculum in English meets the requirement of sufficient 
command of the English language. 

 
Art. 2.3 L – Admission procedure  
1. The Admissions Committee of the degree programme is in charge of admission to the 

degree programmes. The Admissions Committee is installed consisting of two members, 
appointed from among the academic staff charged with teaching the degree programme, 
one of whom is the Admissions Committee's chairperson. 

2. A member of the support staff will be appointed as an advisory member, who is also 
secretary. 

3. The Dean appoints the members. 
4. For the purpose of admission to the Legal Research degree programme the Admissions 

Committee will examine the candidate's knowledge, insight and skills. In addition to written 
proof of the degree programme(s) taken, the Admissions Committee may have specific 
knowledge, insight and skills examined by experts within or outside the university. 

5. For the purpose of admission to the degree programme, the Admissions Committee will 

examine whether the candidate meets the conditions stipulated in Section 2 of these 
Regulations or will meet them in time. In its examination, the Admissions Committee will 

consider the candidate's motivation and ambition regarding the programme in question, as 
well as the candidate's knowledge of the language in which the programme is taught. On 
this basis, the Admissions Committee will assess whether the candidate is capable of 
demonstrating sufficient commitment to be able to achieve the Master's degree qualification 
within the prescribed period.  

6. In its evaluation, the Admissions Committee will assess the applicant’s core competences 
set out in article 2.1 L as well as the applicant’s command of the language(s) in which the 

programme is taught. The deadline for submitting an application can be found on via 
https://www.uu.nl/masters/en/legal-research/admission-and-application. 

7. An application for admission to the degree programme must be submitted to the Admission 
Committee. When the candidate enrolls, a motivation letter must be enclosed in which the 
motivation is indicated to take the Master's degree programme. An admission interview 
may be part of the selection procedure.  

8. In principle, late applications will not be submitted. However, in exceptional circumstances 

the Admissions Committee will handle applications submitted after the deadline. The 

decision not to consider the request will point out the possibility to appeal to the 
Examinations Appeals Board. 

9. The Admissions Committee will decide on the request within 20 working days from the date 
of receipt of the complete file. Admission will be granted on condition that the candidate 
will meet the requirements for knowledge, insight and skills referred to in Article 2.1 L no 

later than on the start date of the degree programme, as evidenced by certificates of the 
study programmes completed by the student. 

10. The candidate will receive confirmation of the decision by which the candidate is admitted 
or refused admission to the degree programme, also informing the student of the possibility 
of appeal with the Examination Appeals Board.  

 

https://www.uu.nl/masters/en/legal-research/admission-and-application
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Art. 2.4 L – Conditional admission 

1. At the request of a candidate who is preparing for the final examination of the Bachelor's 
degree programme referred to in article 2.1 L, the Admissions Committee may grant them 
a conditional admission to the programme, provided that the candidate: 
a) has passed the required courses of the major; and 

b) only has to pass other courses of the Bachelor's programme with an aggregate study 
load of not more than 30 credits (ECTS). 

2. Conditional admission must be converted into definite admission before the start of the 
degree programme. 

3. The candidate will receive written confirmation of the conditional admission decision, 
which will point out the possibility to appeal to the Examinations Appeals Board. 
 

 
Multidisciplinary Economics 
 
Art. 2.1 E – Admission requirements to the degree programme 
1. Admission to the programme requires a Dutch or foreign academic (Bachelor’s) Degree or 

equivalent to a Dutch bachelor’s degree in a relevant field and including solid quantitative 

skills with an average grade of at least 7.8 on a ten-point scale; 

2.   Students will be selected on the basis of objective standards concerning: 
      - previous academic performance in a relevant subject area or areas 
      - relevant skills 
      - command of the language(s) used in the programme. 
      - an interview with the programme coordinator may be part of the selection 
      This information is used to consider whether the student concerned is in a position of 

      being able to complete successfully the Master’s Programme within the nominal time 
      period. 
3.   The admission requirements have been formulated clearly and transparently so that 
      candidates are aware beforehand of the requirements they must meet to be admitted to 
      the programme. 
 
Art. 2.2 E – Language requirement 

English Language 
1. Registration for the programme is possible only after it has been demonstrated that the 

requirement of adequate command of the English language is fulfilled. Deficiencies in 
previous education in English can be made up before the start of the study programme by 

sitting one of the following tests: 
o IELTS (International English Language Testing System), academic module. The 

minimum required IELTS score (overall band) must be: 6.5 with at least 6.0 for  
components ‘writing, speaking, listening and reading’. 

o TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 
93 (internet-based test)  with at least a score of 24 for reading, 22 for listening, 20 for 
speaking and 20 for writing.  

o Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, including one of the 
following certificates: 

- Cambridge C1 Advanced;minimum score: 176 total. The minimum required 
component score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing.  

- Cambridge C2 Proficiency:minimum score: 180. The minimum required component 
score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing. 

2. The holder of a university Bachelor’s Degree awarded in the Netherlands fulfils the 
requirement of sufficient command of the English language. 
 

Art. 2.3 E – Admission procedure  

1. Admission decisions are made by the programme’s Board of Admissions. 
2. In order to determine eligibility for admission to the programme, as referred to in art. 2.1, 

the admissions committee will carefully consider and evaluate the knowledge, insights and 
skills of the applicant. The committee may request experts within or outside the university 
to assess the applicant’s knowledge, insights and skills in particular areas, in addition to a 

review of written documents of qualifications gained. 
3. In order to determine eligibility for admission to a study programme within the programme, 

the Board of Admissions will check if the applicant fulfils or will fulfil the requirements 
referred to in art. 2.1 first and second paragraphs before the established deadline date. 
In its evaluation the committee will assess the applicant’s core competencies set out in art. 
2.1 as well as the applicant’s command of the language in which the programme is given. 
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On this basis, the Admissions Committee will assess whether the candidate is capable of 

demonstrating sufficient commitment to be able to achieve the Master’s degree qualification 
within the prescribed period. 

4. The admission review is administrated once a year. 
5. A request to be admitted to the degree programme must be submitted before 1 April for 

students who completed their previous education outside the Netherlands and 1 June for 
students who have Dutch qualifications. Requests submitted after this closing date will not 
be considered. The decision not to consider the request will point out the possibility to 
appeal to the Examinations Appeals Board. In special cases, the Admissions Committee  
may handle a request submitted after these closing dates. It is not possible to appeal. 

6. The Admissions Committee will make an admission decision within 20 working days after 
the date of receipt of the complete file. Admission will be granted on the condition that by 

the starting date of the study programme the applicant will have satisfied the knowledge 
and skills requirements referred to in art. 2.1, as evidenced by qualifications obtained.  

7. The applicant will receive written notification that the candidate has been admitted or 
refused admission to the degree programme and a particular study programme. The 
possibility to appeal to the Examinations Appeals Board is pointed out in this notification.  

8. The applicant will accept a notification of admission within ten working days of receipt. A 

notification of admission that has not been accepted within ten working days will expire. 

 
 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 
 
Art. 2.1 G – Enrolment restriction 
1. The Public Administration and Organizational Science Research master’s programme has an 

enrolment restriction. This means that in September 2025 at most 25 students can be 
admitted to the Programme. 
The Admissions Committee referred to in Article 2.4 will rank the applications received using 
the criteria set out in the third paragraph and will accept applications for admission by their 
ranking. 

 
Art. 2.2 G – Admission requirements to the degree programme 

The following students are permitted to enter the programme: 
1. Students holding a Public Administration and Organizational Science Bachelor’s Degree 

Certificate of Utrecht University, or students holding a Public Administration Bachelor’s 
Degree Certificate obtained elsewhere in the Netherlands; 

2. Students holding an international or Dutch Bachelor’s Degree Certificate in related 
disciplines, at university level, i.e. General Social Sciences, Business Administration, Policy 

Studies, Communication Sciences, Cultural Anthropology, Organizational Sciences, 
Personnel Sciences, Social Sciences, Sociology, Political Science; 

3. In addition, students holding a university Bachelor’s Degree Certificate other than in Public 
Administration,  
o should have obtained a Minor in Public Administration and Organizational Science or 

should have passed courses in a bachelor’s study programme that correspond with it, 
and  

o should have passed at least a basic introductory course in Research Methods and 
Techniques, including both the quantitative and qualitative methods of Public 
Governance and Organizational Research, as well as practical training in setting up and 
executing empirical research 
 

Art. 2.3 G – Language requirement 
English Language  

1. For candidates whose native language is not English, it applies that the requirement of 

sufficient command of the English language should be fulfilled by sitting for one of the 
following tests: 
o International English Language Assessment System (IELTS), academic module. The 

minimum ‘overall’ IELTS score required is 7.0, with a minimum score of 6.5 for the 
components writing, speaking, listening and reading.  

o TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). The minimum required TOEFL score is 
93 (internet-based test)  with at least a score of 24 for reading, 22 for listening, 20 for 
speaking and 20 for writing.  

o Cambridge EFL (English as a Foreign Language) Examinations, including one of the 
following certificates: 
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- Cambridge C1 Advanced;minimum score: 176 total. The minimum required 

component score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing.  
- Cambridge C2 Proficiency:minimum score: 180. The minimum required component 
score is 169 for reading, listening, speaking and writing. 

2. The holder of a university Bachelor’s Degree awarded in the Netherlands fulfils the 

      requirement of sufficient command of the English language. 
 
Art. 2.4 G – Admission procedure 
1. The Admissions Committee 

Decisions regarding admission to the study programme, as well as decisions regarding 
admission to the various programme courses, are made by the Admissions Committee of 
the Department. The Committee consists of: 

- a member of the academic staff who is in charge of education for the Master’s Degree 
Programme in question; 

- a consultative member, who also acts as secretary. The Head Education and Student 
Support, or an equivalent co-worker in the Department, is appointed in this position. 
The appointments are made by the Dean on recommendation of the Board. 
 

2. Admissions Check 

1. With a view to admission to the study programme, as referred to in Article 2.2, the 
Board of Admissions will perform an investigation into the knowledge, insight, and skills 
of the candidate. For the purpose of this investigation the Committee bases itself on 
the admissions file to be submitted in by the candidate. This file contains the letter of 
motivation, curriculum vitae, certificates of courses passed that are relevant to the 
study programme, or progress reports of a still to be completed study programme and, 

for non-UU students according to regulations of Utrecht University, letters of 
recommendation.   

2. With a view to admission to a course of the study programme, the Admissions 
Committee checks whether the candidate fulfils, or will fulfil on time, the requirements 
for admission stated in Articles 2.2 and 2.3. In addition, the Committee includes the 
following criteria in its investigation: 

- the motivation of the candidate for the programme and for the degree 

programme; 
- the extent to which the candidate has utilized the possibilities to acquire 

knowledge regarding the contents of the programme; 
- the ambitions of the candidate regarding graduation research and the labour 

market; 
- the study results obtained by the candidate;  

This information is used to consider whether the student concerned is in a position of 
being able to complete successfully the Master’s Programme within the nominal time 
period. 

3. Candidates, who fulfil the requirements for admission as formulated in Article 2.2, are 
invited for an admission interview. 
 

3. Admissions Committee 

1. The study programme is limited with regards to the number of students who can be 
admitted (see Article 2.1). This means that a decision to admit a student is not made 
solely on the basis of the admissions file submitted by the candidate and the admission 
interview held with the candidate, but it also depends on the available capacity within 
the programme.  

2. The admission check, as described in Paragraphs 1 up to and including 4 of this Article, 
takes place once a year from the beginning of the second semester, as stipulated on 

the University Annual Calendar. 

3. A request to be admitted to the Degree Programme and a specific study programme 
(the application) should be submitted to the Admissions Committee before 1 April 2025 
for the academic year 2025-2026 and before 1 April 2026 for the academic year 2026-
2027. For practical reasons, however, the Department might decide to shift this 
deadline backward. 

4. The Board of Admissions takes a decision before 1 June. Admission is granted on 
condition that, on the starting date of the study programme at the latest, the candidate 
shall have fulfilled the requirements stated in Articles 2.2 and 2.3 regarding knowledge 
and skills, as apparent from the certificates of study programmes completed by the 
candidate.  
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5. The candidate receives written confirmation of the decision as to whether or not the 

candidate could be admitted to the study programme. In the confirmation the possibility 
of appeal to the Examinations Appeals Board is pointed out to the candidate. On 
request, in case of rejection, the candidate is entitled to an oral or written explanation 
by the Board of Admissions. 

6. The admission requirements have been formulated clearly and transparently so that 
candidates are aware beforehand of the requirements they must meet to be admitted 
to the programme. 
 

Art. 2.5 G – Minor 
1. Students who have not completed a Bachelor of Public Administration and 

Organizational Science or Public Administration, but who do comply with the admission 

requirements as described in Art. 2.2, are obliged to supplement their previous 
education with the Public Administration and Organizational Science minor programme 
before being eligible to enter the programme. 

2. The minor programme comprises four compulsory courses with a total study load of 30 
credits.  

3. The Public Administration and Organizational Science study programme does not offer 

a preparatory year during which students can prepare for admission to a master’s 

programme. 
4. Having passed the minor programme, as referred to in subart. 1 and 2 of these 

Regulations, does not guarantee admission to the Programme.  
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SECTION 3 – CONTENTS AND STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME 
 
 
Legal Research  
 

Art. 3.1 L – Aim of the programme 
1. The degree programme aims to: 

a. ensure that students obtain specialist knowledge, skills and insight into the field of law 
and to achieve intended learning outcomes referred to in paragraph 2 of this article, 
and 

b. prepare for a profession in the field of law. 
2.   The Legal Research Master Graduates:  

a. are able to conduct legal research, independently and in collaboration with others, that 
meets high level academic requirements; 

b. are able to report on that study at the level of an international academic publication; 
c. have an overview of the fields of the philosophy of science and theory of knowledge 

relevant to legal research and can explain views and points of departure of philosophers 
of science to legal research in a critical manner; 

d. have an overview of comparative law and are able to design, carry out and report on 

comparative law studies; 
e. can read, speak and write academic legal English; 
f. have an overview of the field of the methods and techniques of legal research, can 

explain them, can formulate problems and questions and know how to operationalize 
them, given the nature of the questions and the subject matter; in addition, the 
graduates can compare the methods of social science research to the methods of legal 

research and integrate the results of social science research into their legal research; 
g. are capable of presenting a research design and a research study at an international 

academic seminar or at an international conference in an understandable manner in 
both written and oral form; 

h. have been able to acquaint themselves with the knowledge and insights obtained in the 
fields of one of the research focus areas of the School of law which are included in the 
University focus areas and have acquired in-depth knowledge in at least one of these 

fields; 
i. are able to quickly obtain an overview and then expand and deepen their knowledge of 

and insight into the dynamics of law in an international and European context;  
j. know, understand and comply with the requirements of scientific integrity as laid down 

in the Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research 2018; 
k. are capable of reflecting upon their own academic performance. 

 
Art. 3.2 L – Type of study 
This is  a full-time degree programme. See article 3.10 for further information. 
 
Art. 3.3 L – Language of instruction 
The language of instruction in the Master's Degree Programme in Legal Research is English. 
The elective courses are taught in English or in another language, in consultation between the 

programme coordinator and the student. Research projects and/or the thesis may be written in 
Dutch if the topic so requires. The Language Code of Conduct of Utrecht University applies to 
this degree programme. Annex I states the reasons behind the choice of language policy for 
the degree programme. 
 
Art. 3.4 L – Credit load 
The Legal Research Degree Programme has a study duration of 2 years and a study load of 120 

credits (ECTS). The programme and the didactic concept aim at completing the programme 

within two years and in principle students are expected to do so. 
 
Art. 3.5 L – Study programme; starting times 
The Legal Research Master starts once a year on 1 September. 
 

Art. 3.6 L – Composition of the programme 
1. The University Course Catalogue describes the contents and form of education of the 
      courses of the degree programme in further detail, stating the prior knowledge required to 
      participate in and pass the course in question. 
 2.  The degree programme comprises the following courses: 
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Required 67.5 ECTS 
RGMURWOM01  Dynamics I: Public Law (7.5 ECTS)  
RGMURWOM03  Dynamics II: Criminal Law & Human Rights (7.5 ECTS)  
RGMURWOM05  Dynamics III: Private Law (7.5 ECTS)  

RGMURWOM02  Methodology I: Perspectives on Law  (7.5 ECTS)  
RGMURWOM04  Methodology II: Comparative Perspective (7.5 ECTS)  
RGMURWOM07  Methodology III: Empirical Legal Studies (7.5 ECTS) 
RGMURWOM06  Research Project I (7.5 ECTS)  
RGMURWOM11  Research Project II (7.5 ECTS) 
RGMURWOM14 Methodology IV: Advanced Empirical Legal Studies (7,5 ECTS) 
 

Additional requirements 22.5 ECTS 
Courses chosen in consultation with the tutor and subject to approval by the programme 
coordinator in accordance with the professional profile of the study programme of the student 
concerned. 
 
Required 30 ECTS 

RGMUSCRWOM  Thesis Legal Research (30 ECTS) 

3.After having officially started the programme, at least 60 credits (ECTS) of the total of 120 
credits of the degree programme must be earned through courses provided by the Utrecht 
University School of Law, including in any event the Master's thesis. The programme leader of 
the LRM can allow an exception to this rule upon a written request by the student provided that 
the courses taken elsewhere and the credits so earned match the requirements as laid down by 
Utrecht University. 

4. The stipulation in paragraph 3 that at least 60 ECTS must be earned after the degree 
programme starts will not apply if the credits were earned during another Master's degree 
programme of the school. 

5. If the content of courses overlaps in full or in part, the Board of Examiners may limit the 
inclusion of these courses for the examination by deducting credits (ECTS) in proportion to 
the overlap. 

 

Art. 3.7 L – Courses taken at a foreign university 
1. Courses provided by a foreign university are also optional components with the approval of 

the Board of Examiners. The Board of Examiners will decide whether these courses are at 
a sufficient academic level. The Board of Examiners will withhold approval if it is of the 

opinion that a replication of content exists in relation to courses already completed by the 
student. In the event that courses are replicated in terms of their content, either wholly or 

in part, the Board of Examiners may limit the contribution of these courses to the 
examination through deduction of credits in proportion to the overlap. 

2. The degree programme will publish on the student site the procedure for requesting 
approval of courses taken abroad: 
- stating at what moment and in what manner students may apply for approval for 

courses taken abroad; 
- giving students the option to apply for approval at such a moment that they have 

received a decision from the Board of Examiners by the start of their exchange.   
3. Conversion of credits achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows: 

a. The credits will be taken over for courses provided by foreign universities within the 
European Union/European Economic Area that work with the European Credit Transfer 
System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as regards their 
content and level. Alternatively, the Board of Examiners may decide to award a 
different number of credits if it is established that the credits awarded abroad do not 

correspond to the study hours.  

b. The credits will be converted for courses provided by foreign universities outside the 
European Union/European Economic Area that do not work with the European Credit 
Transfer System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as 
regards their content and level, in accordance with the university-wide conversion 
table.2 The Board of Examiners may deviate from this in exceptional cases if there are 

good reasons to do so. 
4.  Conversion of grades achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows:    

 
2 See www.uu.nl/credit-omrekentabel. 

http://www.uu.nl/credit-omrekentabel
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a. Foreign grades are converted into the alphanumerical results Pass/Fail; in addition, the 

original grades will be recorded in OSIRIS. Furthermore, the original grades will be 
printed on the International Diploma Supplement referred to in Article 6.4, stating the 
information from Nuffic concerning the grading scales at foreign institutions.3  

b. The foreign university will determine where the cut-off score lies for a pass, and records 

in the transcript whether the student has passed.  
c. The foreign results will not count towards the student's weighted average mark. 
d. The Board of Examiners will determine whether and how foreign results will count 

towards determining whether the student has passed with distinction (cum laude).  
 

Art. 3.8 L – Area with negative travel advice 
1. Study components that require the student to travel to areas abroad or to the Caribbean 

territory of the Kingdom for which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a travel 
warning of classification red (do not travel) or orange (only necessary travel) that applies 
to the period that the study component is to be taken cannot be included in the degree 
programme.  
This also applies if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a negative advice for travel 
from the Netherlands. 

2. At the student’s request, on behalf of the Dean the provisions of the first paragraph may 

be deviated from in exceptional circumstances. Such deviation is only possible if it has 
been declared on behalf of the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that 
the health and safety of the student will be safeguarded. 

3. In the event that the travel advice classification changes to red or orange while the 
student is already present in the area abroad or in the Caribbean territory of the 
Kingdom, the Executive Board may advise students to return to the Netherlands if, having 

taken account of the local risks and impact of travelling, the Executive Board deems it 
unwise to remain. Students who do not follow the urgent advice to return cannot include 
the study component in the degree programme, unless an individual exemption as 
referred to in paragraph 4 is granted. 

4. Upon a request by the student for an exemption from the urgent advice to return, on 
behalf of the Dean the provisions of the third paragraph may be deviated from in 
exceptional circumstances. On behalf of the Dean an exemption from the advice to return 

may be granted. An exemption can only be granted if it has been declared on behalf of 
the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that the health and safety of the 
student concerned will be safeguarded. 

 

Art. 3.9 L – Courses taken elsewhere 
1. A maximum of 60 credits (ECTS) from outside the Utrecht University School of Law, may 

count for the Master's examination. Any additional credits will count as an additional course.  
2. Courses on Master's level passed outside of the Utrecht University School of Law in the 

course of the degree programme may be included in the Master's examination only with the 
prior approval of the Board of Examiners. Exemption for courses passed at another 
institution of higher education prior to the start of the Master's degree programme will only 
be granted in the circumstances and under the conditions laid down in art. 5.13 L. 

3. In the Regulations of the Board of Examiners more detailed rules are set for the inclusion 

of courses from outside the school. 
 
Art. 3.10 L – Actual design of education 
1. All teaching is scheduled according to the university annual calendar (annual schedule 

with four teaching periods) and the university timeslot model (schedule with fixed times 
per week for courses) 

2. The basic assumption is that students in a full-time program study 35 to 40 hours per 

week. The study consists of teaching hours and study activities, including self-study. 

 The number of teaching hours for the program averages 8 to 16 hours/week. The 
remaining hours consist of self-study. 

3. Teaching hours means programmed educational activities (online or on-site) in which the 
instructor organizes interaction and oversight of the activity, and in which knowledge 
transfer takes place or in which individual or group work on concrete assignments and 

cases is carried out. 
 Teaching hours may include:  

 
3 (https://www.nuffic.nl/onderwerpen/onderwijssystemen). 
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a. synchronous activities i.e. teaching that takes place at a prescribed time with teacher 

and students together, on-site or online (with the education director/teacher 
determining whether the teaching is on-site or online).  

b. asynchronous structured activities, such as a pre-recorded enriched knowledge clip or 
enriched lecture or a group assignment such as a field trip, in such a way that 

students  
i. watch within a certain prescribed period (e.g., within 24 hours prior to the 

work group teaching),  
ii. they need to be actively involved, 
iii. where these activities are organized in such a way that the teacher has 

visibility into the activity, and  
iv. the teacher organises interaction.  

4. In the actual design of instruction, the education director shall ensure that there are 
sufficient on-site meeting opportunities for students.  

5. In the University Teaching Catalog (alternatively, in the study guides/the digital learning 
environment, each course is indicated: 
a. the learning objectives;  
b. the timeslots;  

c. the forms of work;  

d. the test form(s). 
6. The education director shall ensure the timely publication of teaching schedules and the 

dates of tests and repair/supplementary tests of courses. Students can view the schedules 
of the teaching, tests and repair/supplementary tests for which they are registered 
through MyTimetable.  

 

 
Multidisciplinary Economics  
 
Art. 3.1 E – Aim of the programme  
1. The aim of the Research Master in Multidisciplinary Economics is to provide students with 

the academic knowledge and research skills to become an economist qualified to do state 
of the art research in economics while recognizing and understanding the relevance of the 

multidisciplinary dimensions of many of the questions that economists face in both the 
research and policy arena.  
 

2. Intended learning outcomes: 

Knowledge 
The Multidisciplinary Economics graduate has: 

- broad knowledge of core and state-of-the-art theories and empirical methods in 

economics; 

- thorough knowledge of their own research specialization; 

- knowledge of multidisciplinary aspects of their own research specialization. 

  
Research skills 
The Multidisciplinary Economics graduate can: 

- write an academic paper in English aiming for the level of a publishable article in a 

peer-reviewed journal; 

- present and communicate in English (communication to experts and non-experts); 

- formulate a data management plan, and manage data sets, using statistical software 

- properly design economics experiments; 

- collaborate in an international team, also with academics from other disciplines; 

- assess economic policies, make economic forecasts, and give policy advice. 

 
Research competences 
The Multidisciplinary Economics graduate can: 

- think in a logical way; 

- summarize and identify common themes in the literature on a specific topic, and keep 

track of recent developments; 

- critically appraise literature; 

- identify innovative and well-delineated research questions; 
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- identify in a research proposal the correct methodology to answer research questions; 

- assess the feasibility of a research proposal; 

- apply acquired knowledge of theories and empirical methods within economics; 

- acquire and apply insights from other scientific disciplines; 

- develop as an independent academic, formulating research questions, and answering 

them; 

- generate new knowledge, and contribute to the academic literature; 

- contribute to the solution of open research questions; 

- make their own research relevant for society. 

 
Research attitudes 
The Multidisciplinary Economics graduate: 

- can critically reflect on their own work, and critically reflect on work of others in an 

appropriate way; 

- can defend their own research results, while being open to criticism; 

- can self-reflect on their development as a researcher; 

- can keep track of the external validity and societal relevance of their own research;  

- acquires an attitude of lifelong learning; 

- has a sharp sense of academic integrity and demonstrates being a responsible and 

scholarly professional; 

- knows, understands and complies with the requirements of scientific integrity as laid 

down in the Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research 2018; 

- takes steps to become part of an (inter)national research network; 

- acquires insight into the process of academic publishing; 

- acquires insight into the (inter)national academic labour market; 

 
Art. 3.2 E – Type of study  
This is a full-time degree programme. See article 3.10 for further information. 
 
Art. 3.3 E – Language of instruction 
The degree programme is given in English: 100% of the courses for the degree programme is 

in English. Annex I states the reasons behind the choice of language policy for the degree 

programme. 
 
Art. 3.4 E – Credit load  
The Research Master Multidisciplinary Economics has a study load of 120 credits. 
 
Art. 3.5 E – Study programme; starting times 

The Master’s Degree Programme starts once a year: on 1 September. 
 
Art. 3.6 E – Composition of the programme  
 

First year ECTS 

Multidisciplinary Economics 5 

Mathematics 5 

Econometric Methods 1 5 

Econometric Methods 2 and Research Skills 1: Data Handling 5 

Advanced Microeconomics 5 

Advanced Macroeconomics 5 

Multidisciplinary Microeconomic and Game Theory 5 

Advanced Business Economics 5 

Institutions Think Tank 5 

Research Skills 2: Literature Study and Academic Writing 5 

Advanced Corporate Finance 5 

Experiments in Economics and Business 5 

Total year 1 60 

 

Second year ECTS 
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Electives * 25 

Research Skills 3: Research Proposal and Presentation Skills 5 

Thesis 30 

Total year 2 60 

 
 

*Electives second year ECTS 

Advanced Behavioural Economics 5 

Advanced Labour Economics 5 

Monetary Theory (RUG) 5 

Networks and Spatial Economics (RUG)  5 

Managing Innovation (RUG) 5 

  

Introduction to Complex Systems (mathematics version) 7.5 

Financial Data Analytics 7.5  

Political Economics 5 

Development Economics  5 

Causal Inference in Empirical Economics (WUR) 45 

 
* Following approval by the master coordinator, students can replace at most two of their five 
electives with a course from the one-year academic master programmes of U.S.E. (at most 
one), an appropriate other research master course at UU, or an appropriate course at another 
university. At most 2 courses are 7.5 ECTS.  
 
Art. 3.7 E – Courses taken at a foreign university 

1. Courses provided by a foreign university are also optional components with the approval of 
the Board of Examiners. The Board of Examiners will decide whether these courses are at 
a sufficient academic level. The Board of Examiners will withhold approval if it is of the 
opinion that a replication of content exists in relation to courses already completed by the 
student. In the event that courses are replicated in terms of their content, either wholly or 
in part, the Board of Examiners may limit the contribution of these courses to the 
examination through deduction of credits in proportion to the overlap. 

2. The degree programme will publish on the student site the procedure for requesting 
approval of courses taken abroad: 
- stating at what moment and in what manner students may apply for approval for 

courses taken abroad; 
- giving students the option to apply for approval at such moment that they have 

received a decision from the Board of Examiners by the start of their exchange.   

3. Conversion of credits achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows: 
a. The credits will be taken over for courses provided by foreign universities within the 

European Union/European Economic Area that work with the European Credit Transfer 
System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as regards their 
content and level. Alternatively, the Board of Examiners may decide to award a different 
number of credits if it is established that the credits awarded abroad do not correspond 
to the study hours.  

b. The credits will be converted for courses provided by foreign universities outside the 
European Union/European Economic Area that do not work with the European Credit 
Transfer System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as 
regards their content and level, in accordance with the university-wide conversion table. 

See http://www.uu.nl/credit-omrekentabel. The Board of Examiners may deviate from 

this in exceptional cases if there are good reasons to do so. 
4. Conversion of grades achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows:    

a. Foreign grades are converted into the alphanumerical results Pass/Fail; in addition, the 

original grades and assessment scale will be recorded in OSIRIS and printed on the 
International Diploma Supplement referred to in Article 6.4. stating the information 
from Nuffic concerning the grading scales at foreign institutions 
(https://www.nuffic.nl/onderwerpen/onderwijssystemen).   

b. The foreign university will determine where the cut-off score lies for a pass, and records 
in the transcript whether the student has passed.  

c. The foreign results will not count towards the student's average final mark. 

d. The Board of Examiners will determine whether and how foreign results will count 
towards determining whether the student has passed with distinction (cum laude). 

https://www.nuffic.nl/onderwerpen/onderwijssystemen
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Art. 3.8 E – Area with negative travel advice 
1. Study components that require the student to travel to areas abroad or to the Caribbean 

territory of the Kingdom for which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a travel 
warning of classification red (do not travel) or orange (only necessary travel) that applies 

to the period that the study component is to be taken cannot be included in the degree 
programme.  
This also applies if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a negative advice for travel 
from the Netherlands. 

2. At the student’s request, on behalf of the Dean the provisions of the first paragraph may 
be deviated from in exceptional circumstances. Such deviation is only possible if it has 
been declared on behalf of the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that 

the health and safety of the student will be safeguarded. 
3. In the event that the travel advice classification changes to red or orange while the 

student is already present in the area abroad or in the Caribbean territory of the 
Kingdom, the Executive Board may advise students to return to the Netherlands if, having 
taken account of the local risks and impact of travelling, the Executive Board deems it 
unwise to remain. Students who do not follow the urgent advice to return cannot include 

the study component in the degree programme, unless an individual exemption as 

referred to in paragraph 4 is granted. 
4. Upon a request by the student for an exemption from the urgent advice to return, on 

behalf of the Dean the provisions of the third paragraph may be deviated from in 
exceptional circumstances. On behalf of the Dean an exemption from the advice to return 
may be granted. An exemption can only be granted if it has been declared on behalf of 
the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that the health and safety of the 

student concerned will be safeguarded. 
 
Art. 3.9 E – Courses taken elsewhere 
1. The condition for gaining the degree certificate of the Master’s examination of the study 

programme is that at least half of the degree programme is passed in courses provided by 
Utrecht University. 

2. Courses passed elsewhere during the degree programme can only be incorporated in the 

student’s examination programme with prior permission from the Board of Examiners 
and/or the programme coordinator. 

3. Exemption can be granted for courses passed at an institute of higher education prior to 
the start of the Master’s Degree Programme only on the basis of art. 5.13. 

 
Art. 3.10 E – Actual design of education 

1. All teaching is scheduled according to the university annual calendar (annual schedule with 
four teaching periods) and the university timeslot model (schedule with fixed times per 
week for courses) 

2. The basic assumption is that students in a full-time program study 35 to 40 hours per 
week. The study consists of teaching hours and self-study. 

3. Teaching hours means programmed educational activities (online or on-site) in which the 
instructor organises interaction and oversight of the activity, and in which knowledge 

transfer takes place or in which individual or group work on concrete assignments and 
cases is carried out.  
Teaching hours may include: 
a.  synchronous activities i.e. teaching that takes place at a prescribed time with teacher 

and students together, on-site or online (with the education director/teacher 
determining whether teaching is on-site or online). 

b. asynchronous structured activities, such as, for example, a pre-recorded enriched 

knowledge clip or enriched lecture or a group assignment such as a field trip, in such 

a way that students watch 
  i. within a certain prescribed period (e.g., within 24 hours prior tot he  

work group teaching), 
  ii. they need to be actively involved,  
  iii. where these activities are organised in such a way that the teacher  

   has visibility into the activity, and 
  iv. the teacher organises interaction. 
4. In the actual design of instruction, the education director shall ensure that there are 

sufficient on-site meeting opportunities for students. 
5. In the University Teaching Catalogue, Blackboard and/or MyTimetable, each course is 

indicated: 
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a. the learning objectives; 

b. the timeslots; 
c. the forms of work; 
d. the test form(s). 

6. The Director of Education shall ensure the timely publication of teaching schedules and the 

dates of tests and replacement /supplementary tests of courses. Student can view the 
schedules of the teaching, tests and replacement /supplementary tests for which they are 
registered through MyTimetable. 

 
 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 
 

Art. 3.1 G – Aim of the programme    
The Research Master in Public Administration and Organisational Science aims at preparing 
students for the further practice of public administration and organisational science research 
either in the form of an advanced PhD programme and PhD research, or in the form of 
consultancy- and policy-oriented research.  
 

The main goal of the Research Master PAOS is: 

 
To educate motivated people who, based on their academic knowledge of research into public 
administration and organisational science, can carry out academic and applied research that 
contributes to the growing body of knowledge concerned with (addressing) public issues. 
 
To achieve this mission students must acquire knowledge and understanding of the disciplinary 

and theoretical approaches within Public Administration and Organisational Science 
(breadthwise); to go theoretically into key themes in the field of public administration and 
organisational science research (depthwise) and to acquire competences in the field of policy-
oriented and academically oriented research in public administration and organisational science. 
The student knows, understands and complies with the requirements of scientific integrity as 
laid down in the Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research 2018. 
 

Learning pathways 
To achieve this, the programme has three learning pathways: 
1. The substance of the public administration and organisation of public issues: 
Knowledge and understanding which are important for the carrying out of contextualised 

research into (addressing) public issues. Cognitive skills to use this knowledge to set up a 
research project based on critical analysis. 

2. Academic research into the public administration and organisation of public issues: 
The skills to research the public administration and organisation of public issues using a variety 
of approaches to generate scientifically relevant insights. 
3. Applied research into the public administration and organisation of public issues: 
The necessary skills and attitude to use relevant knowledge and research skills to carry out 
applied research which generates new insights into public administration and organisational 
practices. 

 
This leads to the following teaching objectives for each of the learning pathways in the Research 
Master PAOS. 
 
Intended learning outcomes for ‘The substance of the public administration and 
organisation of public issues’ 
The graduate has: 

1.  A broad knowledge and understanding of the disciplinary and theoretical approaches to the 

question of change in both the public domain and public organisations, including their relation 
to macro-sociological and political change. 
2. An in-depth understanding of selected key themes in the field of public administration and 
organisational science research. 
3. An in-depth understanding of the philosophical underpinnings of empirical research in public 

administration and organisational science research, as well as the ability to position oneself in 
corresponding debates. 
4. Insights into the ethical aspects of fundamental and applied research in public administration 
and organisational science research. 
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Intended learning outcomes for ‘Academic research into the public administration 

and organisation of public issues’ 
The graduate has: 
1. The ability to derive research problems from theoretical insights in the field of public 
administration and organisational science. 

2. The ability to translate these into a sound research design. 
3. An in-depth understanding of the main low-control and high-control methods and techniques 
of data collection and analysis for fundamental research in public administration and 
organisational science research, as well as the ability to use these. 
4. The ability to conceptualise and operationalise theoretical concepts. 
5. Insight into key quality criteria for academic research, and the ability to use these. 
6. Insights into the possible strategies for dissemination of fundamental research findings, and 

the capacity to implement these in a real-life research context. 
7. The ability to effectively communicate about knowledge and research of public administration 
and organisational science, both verbally and in writing. 
 
 
Intended learning outcomes for ‘Applied research into the public administration and 

organisation of public issues’ 

In addition to their skills in academic research, the graduate has: 
1. The ability to derive research problems from experiences of stakeholders in the field of public 
administration and organisational science. 
2. The ability to develop and negotiate effective terms for applied research. 
3. Insight into the relations with project stakeholders during applied research, and the capacity 
to manage these. 

4. Insights into the strategies for disseminating research findings to direct stakeholders in 
applied research, and the capacity to implement these in a real-life research context. 
5. The ability to work effectively in a research team.  
 
Art. 3.2 G – Type of study 
This is a full-time degree programme See article 3.11 for further information. 
 

Art. 3.3 G – Language of instruction 
The degree programme is given in English: 100% of the courses for the degree programme is 
in English. Annex I states the reasons behind the choice of language policy for the degree 
programme. 
The thesis may be written in Dutch if the topic so requires. 
 

Art. 3.4 G – Credit load 
The study load of the Programme is 120 credits, whereby one credit equals 28 hours of study. 
 
Art. 3.5 G – Study programme; starting times 
The programme consists of one study programme. The programme commences once a year in 
September. It prepares students for a scientific career (for doctoral positions with scientific 
institutions in the field of public administration and organisational science), for research 

positions with applied research institutions either nationally or internationally, professional and 
government institutions, and for research-oriented public policy positions with semi-public 
government institutions and organizations with a public function. 
 
Art. 3.6 G – Composition of the programme 
This following applies to students who have started with the programme in September 2020: 
The programme comprises compulsory theoretical courses with a study load of 30 credits. 

The programme comprises compulsory courses on Research Methods and Techniques, including 

Philosophy of Science, with a study load of 42 credits. 
 
The Programme comprises optional courses with a study load of 12 credits. 
In addition, the Programme comprises a research assignment of 36 credits, including a thesis 
of 30 credits. 

 
The contents and the teaching method of the compulsory courses of the Programme are 
described in more detail in the University Course Catalogue, quoting what prior knowledge is 
desirable with a view to successfully completing the course in question.  
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Art. 3.7 G – Courses of the programme  

 
Year I (2025-2026 – cohort 2025)  

Period 1 EC Period 2 EC Period 3 EC Period 4 EC 

USG7500 
Public Policy 
and 
governance 

9 USG7510 
Leadership 
and 
Organisation 

9 USG7580 
Tutorial 

6 USG7750 
High Control 
Designs: 
Experiments 
and Surveys  

9 

USG7520 
Philosophy of 
science 

6 USG7730 
PAOS 
Research in 
Context  

6 USG7740 Data 
Analysis I: 
From Numbers 
to Stories 

6 USG7760 
Applied 
research 
project 

6 

    Electives 

 

3   

 
Year II (2025-2026 – cohort 2024)  

Period 1 EC Period 2 EC Period 3 and 4 EC 

USG7671 
Transformation 
of Society and 
Governance 

6 USG7780 
Data Analysis 
II: from Notes 
to Stories   

6 USG7721 Research and Master thesis 
track 
 

30 

USG7770 
Qualitative 
Research: 
Fieldwork and 

Data Collection 

9 Electives 9 

 
Art. 3.8 G – Courses taken at a foreign university 
1. Courses provided by a foreign university are also optional components with the approval of 

the Board of Examiners. The Board of Examiners will decide whether these courses are at 

a sufficient academic level. The Board of Examiners will withhold approval if it is of the 
opinion that a replication of content exists in relation to courses already completed by the 

student. In the event that courses are replicated in terms of their content, either wholly or 
in part, the Board of Examiners may limit the contribution of these courses to the 
examination through deduction of credits in proportion to the overlap. 

2. The degree programme will publish on the student site the procedure for requesting 
approval of courses taken abroad: 

- stating at what moment and in what manner students may apply for approval for 
courses taken abroad; 

- giving students the option to apply for approval at such a moment that they have 
received a decision from the Board of Examiners by the start of their exchange.   

3. Conversion of credits achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows: 
a. The credits will be taken over for courses provided by foreign universities within the 

European Union/European Economic Area that work with the European Credit Transfer 

System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as regards their 
content and level. Alternatively, the Board of Examiners may decide to award a different 
number of credits if it is established that the credits awarded abroad do not correspond 
to the study hours.  

b. The credits will be converted for courses provided by foreign universities outside the 

European Union/European Economic Area that do not work with the European Credit 

Transfer System (ECTS), which have been approved by the Board of Examiners as 
regards their content and level, in accordance with the university-wide conversion table. 
See www.uu.nl/credit-omrekentabel. The Board of Examiners may deviate from this in 
exceptional cases if there are good reasons to do so. 

4. Conversion of grades achieved for courses taken abroad is as follows:    
a. Foreign grades are converted into the alphanumerical results Pass/Fail; in addition, 

the original grades and assessment scale will be recorded in OSIRIS and printed on 

the International Diploma Supplement referred to in Article 6.4. stating the 
information from Nuffic concerning the grading scales at foreign institutions 
(https://www.nuffic.nl/onderwerpen/onderwijssystemen).   

http://www.uu.nl/credit-omrekentabel
https://www.nuffic.nl/onderwerpen/onderwijssystemen
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b. The foreign university will determine where the cut-off score lies for a pass, and records 

in the transcript whether the student has passed.  
c. The foreign results will not count towards the student's average final mark. 
d. The Board of Examiners will determine whether and how foreign results will count 

towards determining whether the student has passed with distinction (cum laude).  

 
Art. 3.9 G – Area with negative travel advice 
1. Study components that require the student to travel to areas abroad or to the Caribbean 

territory of the Kingdom for which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a travel 
warning of classification red (do not travel) or orange (only necessary travel) that applies 
to the period that the study component is to be taken cannot be included in the degree 
programme.  

This also applies if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a negative advice for travel 
from the Netherlands. 

2. At the student’s request, on behalf of the Dean the provisions of the first paragraph may 
be deviated from in exceptional circumstances. Such deviation is only possible if it has 
been declared on behalf of the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that 
the health and safety of the student will be safeguarded. 

3. In the event that the travel advice classification changes to red or orange while the 

student is already present in the area abroad or in the Caribbean territory of the 
Kingdom, the Executive Board may advise students to return to the Netherlands if, having 
taken account of the local risks and impact of travelling, the Executive Board deems it 
unwise to remain. Students who do not follow the urgent advice to return cannot include 
the study component in the degree programme, unless an individual exemption as 
referred to in paragraph 4 is granted. 

4. Upon a request by the student for an exemption from the urgent advice to return, on 
behalf of the Dean the provisions of the third paragraph may be deviated from in 
exceptional circumstances. On behalf of the Dean an exemption from the advice to return 
may be granted. An exemption can only be granted if it has been declared on behalf of 
the Executive Board that there are sufficient guarantees that the health and safety of the 
student concerned will be safeguarded. 

 

Art. 3.10 G – Courses taken elsewhere 
1. For the degree certificate of the Master’s examination of the degree programme to be 

awarded, at least 108 ECTS of the degree programme must have been passed in courses 
provided by Utrecht University. 

2. Courses passed elsewhere during the degree programme can only be incorporated in the 
student’s examination programme with prior permission from the Board of Examiners. 

3. Exemption can be granted for courses passed at an institute of higher education prior to 
the start of the Master’s Degree Programme only on the basis of art. 5.13. 

 
Art. 3.11 G – Actual design of education 

1. The basic assumption is that students in a full-time programme study 35 to 40 hours 
per week. The study consists of teaching hours and self study. 

2. Students can find information on the courses: 

- In OSIRIS Student (contents, learning objectives, admission requirements, literature, 
work forms, testing and time slot of a course); 

- In the student’s app MyUU and on MyTimetable.uu.nl (schedules and halls, examination 
dates and halls of the course); 

- In the course manual, published on Blackboard or distributed via e-mail (detailed 
information about division into groups and/or subgroups, preparation for the meetings, 
assessment criteria of course assignments).   
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SECTION 4 – EDUCATION 

 
 
Art. 4.1 – Courses 
All courses that can be part of the Programme are included in the University Course Catalogue, 

with exception of what is mentioned in 3.7 L, 3.7 E, 3.9 L, 3.9 E, 3.8 G and 3.10 G.  
 
Art. 4.2 – Course registration 
The registration rules of the respective Schools are applicable. 

 
Legal Research  
Participation in a course is possible only if the student has registered in time. See  
https://students.uu.nl/en/leg/legal-research/practical-information/termination-of-enrolment 

 
Multidisciplinary Economics 

Participation in a course is possible only if the student has registered in time. See  
http://students.uu.nl/en/leg/multidisciplinary-economics/practical-information/termination-of-
enrolment/courses 

 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 

1. A student who registers for Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 
automatically enrols on all compulsory courses of the programme and the accompanying 
tests.  

2. For the optional courses, whereby a student can choose from the courses offered by various 
educational institutions, the student enrols in the course at the educational institution in 
question.  

3. If a student enrols on an optional course that is not part of the standard offer for the 
programme, then the student shall first present the choice for the approval of the 
programme coordinator. 

4. If the student completes an optional course that is not part of the standard offer for the 
programme and once that was approved beforehand by the programme coordinator, this 
shall be documented, complete with items of evidence: description of the subject, number 
of credits, results, by the Board of Examiners of the study programme where the student 

is registered. The Board of Examiners informs the study progress administration that the 
result of the course in question and the number of credits obtained, can be processed.  

5. Should the number of credits for one or more completed optional courses not be equal to 
the minimum number of credits that need to be obtained within the framework of this 
programme, the student is obliged to supplement this with additional credits until the 
minimum number of credits has been obtained. 

 
Art. 4.3 – Attendance obligation and best efforts obligation 
1. Each student is expected to participate actively in the course for which the student is 

registered.  
2. Besides the general requirement of active participation in the course, additional 

requirements for each course are set out in the University Course Catalogue. 

3. In the event of qualitative or quantitative inadequate participation, the course coordinator 
may exclude the student from further participation in the course or part of it, including 
make-up and resit exams. 

 
Art. 4.4 – Evaluation of quality of the education 
1. The research director is responsible for monitoring the quality of the education. To this 

end, the research director will ensure that an evaluation of the courses is made, as well as 

an evaluation at curriculum level. In this quality control of the courses the research director 
will draw on the advice and suggestions for improvement of the degree programme 
advisory committee on promoting and safeguarding the quality of the course. 

 
2. The education in the study programmes will be evaluated in one or more of the following 

manners: 

o interim evaluation in the course: during the course the students can provide feedback 
on aspects that could possibly be different or better; 

o course evaluation: at the end of the courses, the participating students are asked for 
their opinion on the quality of the contents, educational structure, study materials and 
testing; 

http://students.uu.nl/en/leg/multidisciplinary-economics/practical-information/termination-of-enrolment/courses
http://students.uu.nl/en/leg/multidisciplinary-economics/practical-information/termination-of-enrolment/courses
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o evaluation at curriculum level; 

o by means of the National Student Survey [Nationale Studenten Enquete – NSE] the 
students will be asked for their opinion on all aspects of the education and the facilities. 

 
3. Students who have participated in the course will be informed of the results of the course 

evaluation. The changes made and measures taken in response to the course evaluation 
will be included in the course description and they will be communicated to the students. 
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SECTION 5 – TESTING 

 
 
Art. 5.1 – General  
1. During the course the student is tested on academic schooling and whether the student is 

attaining sufficient levels of the set learning objectives. The testing of the student will be 
concluded at the end of the course. 

2. Every course comprises a moment at which the progress of the student is evaluated. 
3. The performance the student is expected to deliver in order to complete the course and the 

assessment criteria are set out in the University Course Catalogue. 
4. The testing procedure is laid down in the Regulations of the Board of Examiners. 
5. Except in the event of individual permission from the Board of Examiners, participation in 

  tests is not allowed without registering for the relevant course.  
  
Art. 5.2 – Board of Examiners 
1. For each academic programme or group of programmes, the Dean will set up a Board of 

Examiners and will put in place guarantees that this Board will work in an independent and 
expert manner. 

2. The Dean will appoint the chair and the members of the Board of Examiners for a period of 

three years on the basis of their expertise in the field of the programme(s) in question or 
the field of examining, whereby: 
− at least one member comes from outside the degree programme or group of academic 

programme concerned, and 
− at least one member is a lecturer on the degree programme or group of academic 

programmes concerned.  

Re-appointment is possible. Before making this appointment, the Dean will consult the 
members of the Board of Examiners concerned. 

3. Persons holding a management position with financial responsibility or (partial) 
administrative responsibility for a programme of study may not be appointed as a member 
or chair of the Board of Examiners. This will in any event include: the Dean, Vice-Dean; the 
Director/Head/Manager of a department; a member of a departmental 
management/administrative team; the Director/Head/Manager of a section (’afdeling’ at 

the Law School); any member of a management or administration team; a member/chair 
of the Board of Studies of the Graduate School or the Undergraduate School and the Director 
of Education and the programme leaders of the degree programmes and study 
programmes. 

4. Membership of the Board of Examiners will terminate upon expiry of the period of 
appointment. In addition, the Dean will discharge the chair and the members from their 

duties at their request. The chair and the members will also be dismissed by the Dean in 
the event that they no longer fulfil the requirements stated in paragraphs 2 or 3 of this 
article. In addition, the Dean may dismiss the chair and the members in the event that they 
fail to perform their statutory duties inadequately. 

5. The Dean will make the composition of the Board(s) of Examiners known to the students 
and teaching staff.  

6. The Board of Examiners may include further rules regarding its duties and tasks in the 

Examination Board regulations, including provisions on the appointment of examiners.  
 
Art. 5.3 – Assessment of the research assignment or internship 
1. An internship or research assignment is assessed by the supervisor in question and, by 

prior appointment, one or more other internal and/or external experts.4  
2. The Research Master’s thesis as well as the first outline of the thesis are assessed by two 

examiners.  

 

Art. 5.4 – Marks 
1. Marks are awarded on a scale from 1 to 10. The final assessment of a course is either a 

pass or fail expressed in marks: 6 or higher, or 5 or lower, respectively. The mark 5 is not 
provided with decimals. Also see Regulations of the Board of Examiners about marks and 
rounding off marks. 

2. Alphanumeric results are awarded in the following cases:  
- a student who is registered for a course and has not participated in one of the test 

modules will be given an NP (Not Participated); 

 
4 Legal research: in addition, at least one of the assessors is an examiner with the Department.  
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− a student who is registered for a course and has not participated in any or in all the test 

modules will be given an NC (Not Completed);   
− if the student has complied with a module, but has not received a mark for it, the 

student may be given a P (Pass) as the result; 
− if the student has not completed a unit but does not receive a mark for it, the student 

can be given an F (Fail) as the result;  
− a student who has been granted exemption by the Board of Examiners will be given a 

EX (Exemption). 
 
Art. 5.5 – Make-up and resit exam   
 
Legal Research  

 
Force majeure, make-up exam 
1. A student who is unable or was unable to participate in a maximum of one (sub-)test per 

course due to demonstrable circumstances outside of their control may sit the make-up 
exam, if they notified Studiepunt Rechten (Student Information Desk Law) prior to the 

test being taken. If prior notification is not possible, the student shall inform of the 

circumstances outside of their control as soon as possible. This student will no longer be 
able to take the resit exam. 

2. The course coordinator determines the form of the make-up exam and determines 
whether the student may participate in the make-up exam. 

3. The make-up exam is a test in which all the material for the course can be examined.  

 
Resit: supplementary and replacement exam 
1.    If a student has fulfilled all obligations to perform to the best of their ability during the 

course, as long as the final (failing) grade is at least a 4.0 (rounded in Osiris), they will 
be given a once-only opportunity to take a resit exam consisting of a supplementary or a 
replacement exam. 

2.    Students do not qualify for a supplementary or a replacement exam if they have been 

awarded a pass. 
3.    Students also do not qualify for a supplementary or a replacement exam for a sub-test 

for which they have been awarded a pass. 
4.    The course coordinator decides whether the test will be a supplementary or a 

replacement exam and, having regard to paragraph 1, decides whether a student is 
allowed to participate. The course coordinator also decides on the form and the contents 

of the test. 

5.    The supplementary or replacement exam is an individual test, whereby the entire course 
material can be tested.  
a.  In case of a replacement exam, students sit an entirely new test, which is comparable 
to the sub-test to be replaced. 

       b.  A supplementary exam enables students to repair an unsatisfactory sub-test by 
making a supplementary assignment or by implementing an improvement on the basis of 

feedback or otherwise. 
c.  The supplementary or replacement exam is assessed with a mark on a scale of 1 to 
10. The mark awarded for the test replaces the failing mark. 
d.  The course coordinator may determine that in the assessment of a supplementary 
exam it may be taken into account that a student has shown to be unable to complete 
the sub-test with a pass within the stipulated time. 

6.    If a student has been awarded fails for all or several sub-tests, the course coordinator 

decides for which of those sub-tests a supplementary exam or a replacement exam must 
be taken. 

7.    In case of courses with two or more sub-tests, the final result of the course is composed 

of the weighted average of the mark awarded for the supplementary or the replacement 
exam and that/those of the course’s other sub-test(s). 

8.    If a student has been awarded a fail for several sub-tests, or if they have been awarded 
a mark lower than a 4 (rounded in Osiris) for one or more sub-tests, the final grade for 

the course cannot be higher than a 7. 
9.    The aforementioned paragraphs are not applicable to the Capita Selecta modules (2.5 

ECTS).  
a. To the Capita Selecta modules paragraph 4 is applicable, subject to the provisions of 
par. 1, in which case the course coordinator of the relevant module may decide to restrict 
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the possibility of resitting the test to participation in a module designated for this 

purpose. 
10.  No make-up possibility is provided for a supplementary or a replacement exam. 
 
Multidisciplinary Economics 

1. If the student has fulfilled all obligations to perform to the best of one’s ability during the 
course, and the student is nonetheless awarded a failing mark, but the final mark is at least 
a 4.0 (not rounded up), the student will be given a once-only possibility to sit a 
supplementary  or replacement  test. 

2. A student does not qualify for an additional or substitute test if the student has been 
awarded a pass. 

3. This retake is an individual assessment, this could cover the complete course material. 

4. The organisation of the retake and how the end grade is decided are explained in the course 
manual. 

5. If a sufficient mark is obtained for a first-year course of the Multidisciplinary Economics 
programme, it is not possible to re-enter that course in the second year of the programme. 

 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 

1. If the student has fulfilled all obligations to perform to the best of the student's ability 
during the course, as long as the final (failing) mark is at least a four, the student will be 
given a once-only opportunity to sit an additional or substitute test. 

2. Should the student not have passed a course after the second academic year of enrollment 
for this course, all partial results of the course become invalid. The student is obliged to 

attend the course once more and pass all including tests. 
3. Insufficient part-results of 5.0 up to and including 5.4 may be compensated with other part-

results from the same course. Part-results such as these may only be resat if the final result 
of the course is a fail. 

4. Part-results lower than 5.0 should always be resat, with due observance to the provisions 
made in paragraph 1 of this article. 

5. Tests results of 5.5 or higher count as a pass and may not be resat. 

6. A student may file a request with the Board of Examiners for an alternative to taking a test 
or resitting a test if a situation of force majeure exists as a result of which the student is 
unable to take part in the regular test, as specified in subart. 1 of these Regulations. Should 
there still be a possibility to take a regular test in the current academic year, then the 
student is expected to make use of this opportunity before invoking this provision. The term 
‘force majeure’ is taken to mean: 

- Prolonged or chronic illness  

- handicap or functional disability 
- exceptional circumstances, including family circumstances.   

A situation of force majeure should always be substantiated by documentary evidence. The 
request shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Board of Examiners, not later than ten 
working days after the regular test date. 

7. If the weighting of a test is altered and the student who is resitting the test incurs a shortage 

of credits as a result, this student may, in consultation with the lecturer in question, be 
given a supplementary assignment in order to compensate the shortage.    

8. Students who find themselves confronted with an undesirable and disproportionately long 
extension of the duration of their studies, may file a substantiated request with the Board 
of Examiners to qualify for an earlier resit date. 

 
Art. 5.6 – Types of tests 

1. Whether the final assessment of a course is an oral or a written test, or whether it is tested 
in another way, is laid down in the University Course Catalogue.  

2. Upon a student’s request the Board of Examiners may allow a test to be administered in 

another way than as stipulated in the first paragraph of this provision.  
 
 Art. 5.7 – Oral tests 
1. Only one person at a time can sit for an oral test unless the Board of Examiners has decided 

otherwise.  
2. Oral tests are public unless the Board of Examiners or the examiner in question has decided 

otherwise due to special circumstances, or due to objections raised by the student.  
3. In principle, a second examiner will be appointed. 
4.  A short written justification for the grade needs to be sent to the student by the examiner. 
 



 
28 

Education and Examination Regulations Research Masters 2025/2026 

Art. 5.8 – Provision for testing in special cases  

1. If not providing for an individual testing possibility would result in a ‘special case of 
manifest unfairness’, the Board of Examiners may decide to grant an individual 
testopportunity. This does not apply to the thesis. 

2. The student must submit a request for a special opportunity to sit a test to the Board of 

Examiners as soon as possible, with evidence in support of their request. 
 

Legal Research  
3. A student will be eligible for an individual testing session if no more than one course in 

the programme, which was taken at the most recent opportunity and was not concluded 
with a passing mark, is necessary to complete the programme, and if the student is 
unable to choose an alternative within the current programme. The individual testing 

session will, in principle, be granted only if not granting it would result in a demonstrable 
delay in studies of at least three months. The course coordinator decides on the form of 
the individual testing possibility.  

4. This rule does not apply to the thesis. 
5. The student must submit the request for an individual testing session as referred to in 

paragraph 3 of this provision to the Board of Examiners in writing, as soon as it is 

established that the student meets the relevant conditions. The Board of Examiners must 

inform the student, and, if it grants the request, the relevant course coordinator, of its 
decision in writing within 20 working days (approximately four weeks). 

6. As a rule, the test will take place in the course period following that in which the conditions 
for the testing session have been met. 

 
Multidisciplinary Economics 

3. The Board of Examiners can grant an individual examination5 to a student if: 
a. The examination concerns the final course to be completed and said course is a 

compulsory course. This does not apply to the thesis. 
b. The regular examination will take place at least 2 months as from the moment of the 

request. 

 
Art. 5.9 – Time limit for marking tests and publication of the mark 
1. The examiner must determine the mark within 24 hours after administering an oral test 

and provide the student with a written statement of the mark and provide the administration 
of the faculty with the relevant information. 

2. The examiner must mark a written or otherwise administered test within 10 working days 

from the day on which it was administered or handed in and must provide the administration 

of the school with the information needed to provide the student with the written or 
electronic proof of the mark.  

3. If the mark is not available within this period of time for reasons of circumstances beyond 
one’s control, the examiner must communicate this to the student, indicating when the 
mark will be determined. Force majeure may only be established in consultation with the 
Programme Director6. 

4. The written statement of the mark achieved must inform the student of the right of 
inspection referred to in article 5.11 and of the possibility to appeal to the Examinations 
Appeals Board. 

 
Art. 5.10 – Period of validity   
1. The period of validity of courses passed is unlimited. Contrary to this, the Board of 

Examiners may impose an additional or alternative test for a course, the test for which was 
passed more than five years earlier, if the knowledge or understanding being examined is 
demonstrably out of date, or if the skills being examined are demonstrably out of date. 
Legal Research and Multidisciplinary Economics: Students are expected to inquire about the 

status of the course with the Board of Examiners five years after completing a course 

themselves. 
2. Subtests that have been passed as part of a course that has not been passed overall will 

lose their validity after the end of the academic year in which they were passed. 
 

 
5 The examiner will decide about the type of individual examination. 
6 Legal research: the Director of Education 
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Art. 5.11 – Right of inspection  

1. For at least 20 working days after the result of a written test has been made known, the 
student may, upon the student’s request, inspect the marked work. Moreover, upon 
request, the student may receive a copy of the work at cost price.  

2. During the period mentioned in the first paragraph, the student may inspect the questions 

and assignments of the test in question, and if possible, also the norms according to which 
the assessment was effected. 

3. On the testing schedule the students’ right of inspection is pointed out. In the rules and 
regulations of the Examinations Board, additional rules as to the right of inspection and the 
discussion of the result can be included. 
 

Art. 5.12 – Retention period tests 

a. The assignments, their completion and the work assessed in written tests will be kept (in 
paper or digital form) for a period of two years following the assessment.  

b. The graduation thesis and the assessment of this will be kept (in paper or digital form) for 
a period of seven years after this assessment. 

 
Art. 5.13 – Exemption  

1. Upon a student’s request, the Board of Examiners may, after having heard the examiner in 
question, grant the student exemption of a course of the programme, provided the student 
has: 
a. either completed a corresponding course of a study programme at university level as 

far as contents, scope, and standard is concerned; 

b. or is able to demonstrate, either through work or professional experience, to have 
acquired sufficient knowledge and skills with respect to the course in question. 

 In principle, an exemption only applies to an entire course and not to a part thereof. 
2. in case a student follows two or more master’s programmes for each individual master 

programme a different thesis has to be submitted. 
 
 

Legal Research and Multidisciplinary Economics  
3. Exemptions obtained on the basis of courses completed in the context of another Master's 

degree programme cannot result in a smaller study load than stipulated in article 3.4. Within 
the second degree programme, credits must be earned which are worth the number of 
credits for the courses on which the exemptions are based. 

4. No exemption may be obtained from the Master's thesis. 

5. The provisions of paragraph 3 will not apply if the other degree programme is a Master's 

degree programme of the Utrecht University School of Law and additional ECTS were earned 
in the first Master's degree programme in the courses which will be part of the second 
Master's degree programme above the minimum required study load of 60 ECTS. 

6. The provisions of paragraph 3 do not apply either in case the other degree programme is a 
Master's degree programme of the school which was terminated without passing the 
examination. 

 
Art. 5.14 – Fraud and plagiarism  
Fraud and plagiarism are defined as an act or omission on the part of students which produces 
an incorrect representation of their own performance as regards their knowledge, skills and 
understanding, which may result in the examiner no longer being able to assess the knowledge 
or ability of the students in a proper and fair manner. 
Fraud includes: 

- cheating during tests. The person offering the opportunity to cheat is an accessory 
to fraud; 

- sharing answers with others while taking a test; 

- seeking the help of third parties during a test; 

- being in possession of (i.e. having/carrying) of tools and resources during tests, 
such as pre-programmed calculators, mobile phones, smartwatches, 
smartglasses, books, course readers, notes, etc., consultation of which is not 
explicitly permitted; 

- having others carry out all or part of an assignment and presenting this as own 
work;  

- having generative artificial intelligence create (parts of) a course assignment and 
offering it as if it were one's own work, unless explicitly permitted in the course 
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manual of the respective course; Students are required to inform themselves about 

potential updated guidelines on GenAI, provided by program leadership. 

- gaining access to questions or answers of a test prior to the date or time that the 
test takes place;      

- perform (or try to perform) technical changes that undermine the online testing 
system;                                                                               

- making up survey or interview answers or research data; 

- wrongly signing or having another sign the attendance lists. 
Plagiarism is defined as including data or sections of text from others or from one’s own older 
work in a thesis or other paper without quoting the source. Plagiarism includes the following:  

- cutting and pasting text from digital sources such as encyclopedias or digital 
publications without using quotation marks and referring to the source; 

- cutting and pasting text from the internet without using quotation marks and 
referring to the source; 

- using excerpts from printed material such as books, magazines or other publications 
or encyclopedias without using quotation marks and referring to the source; 

- using a translation of the abovementioned texts without using quotation marks and 
referring to the source; 

- paraphrasing of the abovementioned texts without giving a (clear) reference: 
paraphrasing must be marked as such (by explicitly linking the text with the original 
author, either in text or a footnote), whereby the impression is not created that the 

ideas expressed are those of the student; 
- using visual, audio or test material from others without referring to the source and 

presenting this as own work; 
- resubmission of the student’s own earlier work without source references, and 

allowing this to pass for work originally produced for the purpose of the course, 
unless this is expressly permitted in the course or by the lecturer;  

- using the work of other students and passing this off as own work. If this happens 

with the permission of the other student, the latter is also guilty of plagiarism; 
- in the event that, in a joint paper, one of the authors commits plagiarism, the other 

authors are also guilty of plagiarism, if they could or should have known that the 
other was committing plagiarism; 

- submitting (part of) papers obtained from a commercial institution (such as an 
internet site offering excerpts or papers) or having papers or excerpts written by 

someone else whether or not in return for payment. 
2.  a.  In all cases in which fraud or plagiarism is found the examiner 

      will inform the student and the Board of Examiners of this in writing.  
b. In all cases in which fraud or plagiarism is suspected, the examiner will inform the student 

of this in writing and the student will be invited for a meeting with the examiner to 
discuss this suspicion. If the suspicion persists after the conversation, the examiner will 
inform the student and the examination board in writing. 

 c. After written notification of a suspicion or discovery of fraud or plagiarism,the Board of 
Examiners will give the student the opportunity:  

− to respond to the allegation in writing; 
− to be heard. 

3. The Board of Examiners will determine whether fraud or plagiarism has occurred and will 
inform the student of its decision in writing and of the sanctions in accordance with the 
stipulations of the fourth paragraph, stating the possibility of appeal to the Examination 

Appeals Board. 
4. The Board of Examiners is authorized to impose sanctions. In doing so, the Board of 

Examiners shall ensure that the sanction is proportionate: the consequences of the sanction 

shall be in proportion to the degree and seriousness of the fraud or plagiarism committed. 
5. One or more of the following sanctions may be imposed, depending on the nature and 

extent of the fraud or plagiarism committed, and the circumstances in which the fraud or 
plagiarism was committed, as well as the student’s study phase: 

- reprimand, a note of which will be made in OSIRIS; 

- invalidation of the paper or test submitted; 

- if applicable: exclusion from participation in the remaining tests of that course; 

- no longer being eligible for a positive degree classification (cum laude) as referred 
to in article 6.2; 

- exclusion from participation in tests belonging to the course concerned for the 
current academic year, or for a maximum period of 12 months; 
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- complete exclusion from participation in all tests for a maximum period of 12 

months. 

6. In the case of extremely serious and/or repeated fraud or plagiarism, the Board of 
Examiners may recommend that the Executive Board permanently terminate the 
concerned student’s registration for the programme. 

7. If the Board of Examiners determines that there has been widespread or organised fraud 
or plagiarism, on a scale which would affect the test results in their entirety, the Board of   
Examiners will decide without delay that the test concerned is invalid and that all the 
participants must resit the whole test at short notice. The Board of Examiners will set the 

date on which the test must be retaken. This date will be no later than 10 working days 
after the fraud was established, so that the participants can still benefit from their 
preparatory work for the test.  

 
Art. 5.15 – Plagiarism control  
1. For the purpose of checking for plagiarism in texts written by students, such as papers, 

thesis, etc., electronically submission, whether or not by using a designated plagiarism 

detection system, can be mandated by the examiner of the course concerned. In case the 
student nevertheless fails to submit the text electronically in time, the text can be assessed 
as non-sufficient. 

2. By submitting a text, the student gives permission, in the broadest sense of the word, for 
checking for plagiarism by a plagiarism detection system chosen by the department as well 
as for recording the text in databases, that are necessary for future plagiarism checks. 

3. In case it is decided in a particular course to make texts public, the student retains the   
right not to publish other than for the plagiarism check referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 
of this article. 

 
 
Legal Research 
Article 5.16 - Use of Generative AI in Teaching and Assessment 

1. The use of generative AI to produce and submit (parts of) a course assignment as if it 
were the student's own work is not permitted, unless explicit permission has been granted 
for this purpose within the specific course. 

2. When the use of generative AI is permitted, students must be transparent about its use 
and are required to provide evidence of such use (for example, by maintaining a log of 
prompts and generated content). 

3. In situations where the student is expected to produce their own work without the 

assistance of Generative AI, the examiner must be convinced that the work is the 
students' own. If the examiner is not convinced, it falls on the student to demonstrate 
that the work is in fact their own. 
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SECTION 6 – EXAMINATION 
 
 
Art. 6.1 – Examination 

1. As soon as the student has fulfilled the requirements of the examinations programme, the 
Board of Examiners will determine the result of the examination and award a degree 
certificate as referred to in article 6.4. 

2. Prior to determining the result of the examination, the Board of Examiners may conduct 
their own examination of the student's knowledge of one or more components or aspects 
of the degree programme. The Board of Examiners will only conduct such an investigation 
if it establishes that there are certain facts or circumstances that lead it to the conclusion 
that the Board of Examiners cannot vouch for the student having obtained the intended 
learning outcomes for the course (as referred to in Art. 3.1 of the Education and 

Examination Regulations). 
3. Legal Research: Assessment of the examination file constitutes part of the final 

examination. The examination date is the last working day of the month in which, 
according to the results as registered in the electronic student file in Osiris, the student 
has met the requirements of the examination programme. The student must be registered 

for the degree programme on the date on which the examination is held.  
Multidisciplinary Economics: The examination date is the last day of the month in which, 

according to the results as registered in the electronic student file in Osiris, the student 
has met the requirements of the examination programme. The student must be enrolled 
in the programme on the date on which the examination is taken. 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science: Assessment of the 
examination file constitutes part of the final examination. The examination date is the last 
working day of the month in which the Board of Examiners has determined that the 
student has fulfilled the requirements of the examinations programme. The student must 

be registered for the degree programme on the date on which the examination is held.  

4. The examination will be passed on the condition that all courses have been passed.  

5. A further condition for passing the examination and receiving the certificate is that the 
student was registered for the degree programme during the period in which the tests and 
the examination were taken. If the student does not fulfill this condition, the Executive 
Board may issue a statement of no objection in relation to the passing of the examination 
and the issue of the certificate, after the student has paid the tuition fees and administration 
charges owing for the ‘missing’ periods.      

6. A student who has passed an examination and is therefore entitled to be awarded a 
certificate, may request that the Board of Examiners delay the granting of the certificate 
and the date of the examination. Such a request must be submitted within 10 working days 
after the student has been informed of the examination results, stating the date on which 

the student wishes to receive the certificate. The Board of Examiners will in any case grant 
the request in the academic year 2025-2026 if the student: 
º        plans to fulfil a management position for which Utrecht University has provided a 
         board activities grant; 
º        plans to do an internship7 or take a course of a study programme abroad. 
Postponement of the examination date is possible only once and for the duration of one 
academic year at the most. Postponement may only be granted for the duration of thirteen 

months for students who want to make use of tuition fee-board activities. 
Legal Research 

7. In addition to the grounds mentioned in paragraph 6, the examination date may be 
postponed if the student: 

- wants to attend additional courses to meet the requirements of ‘civiel effect’; 
- wants to start with a second Master’s degree programme at another university in the 

Netherlands at a statutory tuition fee. A delay of the graduation is granted up to and 
including the month in which the second Master’s degree programme starts 

 

 
7 Legal research: an internship in the next academic year. To this end, a delay of the awarding of the 

certificate is granted up to and including the month of September. An internship within an academic year 
does not require that the awarding of the certificate is delayed. The student may be awarded the 
certificate and after that, for the purpose of the internship, may remain enrolled at Utrecht University 
during the remainder of the academic year. 
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Art. 6.2 – The classification ‘Cum Laude’  

These provisions on the classification ‘cum laude’ applies to students starting from 2016 on. 
The ‘cum laude’ regulations of The Education and Examination Regulations 2015-2016 apply 
to students who started before 1 September 2016.  
 

The 'cum laude' classification will be awarded to the Master’s Degree examination if each of the 

following conditions has been fulfilled:  

- a weighted, not rounded average mark of at least 8.0 has been earned for the courses of 

the Master’s Degree programme;  

- the final results of courses separately were awarded the final mark of 7.0 or higher; 

- the thesis has been awarded at least the not rounded final mark 8.0;  

- during the study no course has resulted in an insufficient score and no course having 

resulted in a sufficient score has been retaken;  

- exemptions that do not count have been obtained for not more than 20 credits;  

- the Board of Examiners has not taken any decision stating that fraud or plagiarism was 

committed and that the student therefore is not eligible for a positive degree classification 

(cum laude); 

- all courses of the Master’s Degree Programme have been passed within three years 

calculated from the first day of enrolment as a student for the Master’s Degree Programme. 
 
Art. 6.3 – Degree 
1. Those who pass the examination for Multidisciplinary Economics and Research in Public 
    Administration and Organizational Science are awarded a ‘Master of Science’ degree.  
    Those who pass the examination for Legal Research are awarded a ‘Master of Law’ 
    (LLM) degree. Those who are awarded a LLM degree, may use the title ‘meester’ (mr.).   
2. The degree awarded will be noted on the certificate. 

 
Art. 6.4 –Certificate and International Diploma Supplement    
1. To prove that the student passed the examination the Board of Examiners awards a 
    certificate. One certificate will be issued for each degree programme, even if a student 
    completes several programmes.8 
2. For international purposes the Board of Examiners will add the International Diploma 

    Supplement in the English language to this certificate, that provides insight into the nature 
    and contents of the study programme.   

 
Art. 6.5 – Grading Tables  
1.   The International Diploma Supplement gives the student’s cumulative average mark and  

an ECTS Grading Table.  
2.   The cumulative average mark shows the student’s academic performance on a scale of 1 

to 10. It is calculated based on the final results for the courses the student has successfully 
completed within the degree programme. Courses that are not assessed on a numerical 
basis are not included in the calculation. The cumulative average mark is weighted based 
on the number of credits for each course. 

3.   The ECTS Grading Table gives a clear picture of Utrecht University’s marking culture for 
      educational institutions and employers outside the Netherlands. Based on the Grading 
      Table, they can convert the results into their own marking system. The ECTS Grading Table 

      is an institution-wide table for all Master’s Degree programmes. This table uses a ten-point 
      scale where only the marks from 6 to 10 are shown, as only passing marks are included in 
      the Grading Table. The marks are expressed only as whole or half points. The percentage 
      given with each mark indicates how frequently each mark is awarded.  
4.   The ECTS Grading Table is calculated on the basis of: 

-    all final passing marks in courses undertaken towards the degree, excluding 

     alphanumerical results; 
- not weighted according to study load; 
- in the three most recent academic years; 
- of students who were registered for a Master’s Degree programme at Utrecht University. 

 
  

 
8 For LRM students: for the conditions for meeting the professional requirements for the legal profession 
and the judiciary (the so-called declaration of civil effect), see Annex 5 of the Education and Examination 
Regulations for a Master's degree in Law. 
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SECTION 7 –  ACADEMIC ADVICE AND SUPPORT 

 
 
Art. 7.1 – Student information system 
1. The programme’s Department of Educational and Student Affairs registers the students 

individual study results and makes these available to students through Osiris Student. 
2. Students can obtain a certified study progress dossier from the Student Information Desk. 
 
Art. 7.2 – Academic advice and support 
1. The school/department must provide academic advice and support for the students who 

are registered for the study programme. 
2.   Student counselling encompasses: 

-    Appointment of a study supervisor who is responsible for: 
o encouraging students to feel part of the community; 
o supervising programme choices; 
o assisting students to get their bearings on the job market. 

-    Referring and assisting students who encounter difficulties during their studies; 
-    At the end of the first year of their study programme, the student will receive  

a - non-binding – forecast concerning admission to a promotion degree programme. 

 
Art. 7.3 – Disability and chronic illness 
Students with a disability or chronic illness will be offered the possibility to take courses and sit 
examinations in the manner as laid down in their Education Provision. Requests for a provision 
are submitted to the student counsellor via OSIRIS Student. 
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SECTION 8 – TRANSITIONAL AND CONCLUDING PROVISIONS 

 

 
Art. 8.1 – Safety net scheme  
In those cases not provided for in these regulations, or not provided for sufficiently clearly, 
the decision will be made:  
a. by the Board of Examiners if on the basis of Articles 7.3j (permission for flexible study 

programme), 7.11 (award and postponement of degree certificate) and 7.12b (statutory 

powers of the Board of Examiners) of the Act or on the basis of Articles 3.6 to 3.9 and 
3.10G (composition of optional course profile, optional courses), 5.5 to 5.10 (decisions on 
tests), 5.13-5.14 (exemption, fraud and plagiarism) and 6.1-6.2 (examination and cum 
laude) of these Education and Examination Regulations this falls within the competence of 
the Board of Examiners; 

b. in all other cases by the Dean or an officer appointed for this purpose on behalf of the 
Dean, after the Board of Examiners has expressed its view.  

 

Art. 8.2 – Hardship clause 
In accordance with the rules laid down in these Education and Examination Regulations, the 

Board of Examiners will decide, unless this would have manifestly unreasonable consequences 
for the student that due to special circumstances are disproportionate to the purposes to be 
served by the rule. 

 
Art. 8.3 – Amendments 
1. Amendments to these Regulations are adopted by the Dean in a separate decision, 

provided with the recommendations of the degree programme advisory committee and 
the Faculty Council in a separate resolution. 

2. An amendment to these Regulations does not apply to the current academic year unless it 
is reasonable to assume that students’ interests will not be prejudiced by it. 

3. Furthermore, an amendment may not influence, at the students’ expense, a decision 
pursuant to these Regulations taken by the Board of Examiners with respect to a student. 

 
Art. 8.4 – Publication 

The Dean will provide for the publication of these Regulations, as well as each amendment, on 
Internet. 
 

Art. 8.5 – Effective date  
These Regulations take effect on 1 September 2025. 
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Appendix I: Language policy for degree programme 

 
Legal research  
The foundational and supporting parts of the programme are offered fully in English. Elective 
courses, research project reports and the LRM thesis are usually taken and written in English, 
too, but the individual and profile parts can be in Dutch when individual students want to 
specialise in research of Dutch law topics and the subject matter of their courses or individual 
projects makes the choice for the Dutch language obvious.  
 

This student-centred, flexible and differentiated approach fits well with the demands of legal 
research as an increasingly international scholarly discipline. Nowadays, being able to write, 
present and debate in English are indispensable when pursuing an academic career and we 
want to prepare students for this. The use of English as language of instruction further 
accommodates an international classroom. Students coming from different legal systems can 
have different perspectives on how law should be regarded, evaluated, developed and studied. 
Representation of such a range of perspectives is especially valuable in a research-oriented 

programme such as the LRM.  
 

At the same time, it is of great importance to continue to contribute to the development of 
Dutch law by doing research in Dutch and by focussing on the Dutch scholarly or professional 
world. For that reason, we support students who want to make the choice to work in Dutch in 
the individual/profile part of the programme. 

 

Multidisciplinary Economics 
The language of instruction of all the Degree Programmes at Utrecht University School of 
Economics is English for 100% of the courses (including all examinations). This choice has 
been made based on the following reasons:  

- The Degree Programmes are internationally oriented programmes in terms of 
preparation for a professional/academic field or career. Students, after completing the 
programme, will largely leave for an international labour market, i.e. for companies 
and institutions with an international orientation, where English is often the main 
language of communication. Moreover, our fully English-taught Bachelor Programme 
prepares the student for our Master Degree Programmes as well as other relevant 
Master Programmes that are overwhelmingly taught in English, also outside Utrecht 

University. 

- Graduates will acquire the international and intercultural skills needed to function in a 
strongly globalizing labour market. To achieve this, the programme adopts an 
international learning environment with a student population of Dutch and 
international students, in which intercultural exchange and the acquisition of 
intercultural knowledge, insights and skills are an essential part of the programme.  

- Additionally, having an international classroom very much helps students to become 

familiar with (and appreciate) different contexts and cultural backgrounds. It enables 
a high level of emersion into the problems at hand, which tend to be complex and an 
international component is indeed the rule rather than the exception. This benefit 
highly connects to the Real World Perspective that U.S.E. adheres to and also aligns 
with the strategic ambitions of the UU and LEG Faculty concerning Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion (EDI). 

- Furthermore, we offer internationally-oriented programmes in terms of the field of 
science to be studied that is manifestly international in character and in which a 
substantive international orientation is an integral part of the teaching. Research and 
literature in the fields of study are commonly in English. 

- Finally, not only do we have a substantial share of international students, we also 
cherish a diverse international staff from various regions across the globe. They bring 

rich, contextualised insights and experiences to our campus.  

 
Research in Public Administration and Organizational Science 
The main language of instruction in the programme Research in Public Administration and 
Organizational Science is English: all compulsory courses are offered fully in English. In its 
individual and profile parts (i.e., tutorial, electives, thesis), the program adopts a student-

centered differentiated approach whereby (part) of the teaching can be in Dutch when this 
aligns with their individual ambitions. This may for instance be the case for students who want 
to pursue a career in government or at a nationally-oriented consultancy firm after their studies. 
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The choice for English as language of instruction for all compulsory courses helps the program 

to meet its aim of preparing students to contribute to the body of knowledge in public 
administration and organization science. Making such a contribution requires the ability to 
engage with academic debates at the highest level, which nowadays largely take place English. 
Especially for those students who aspire an academic career, it is indispensable to be able to 

write, present and debate in English. 
 
Additionally, teaching in English contributes to an international classroom. We aim to have such 
an international classroom because it helps students to become familiar with (and appreciate) 
different contexts and cultural backgrounds, something that is especially valuable for our field 
of study given the huge variety across countries in, for instance, public administration practices.  
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Appendix II: Dublin descriptors Legal Research 

 

The Legal Research Master Graduates  K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
 a

n
d

 in
s
ig

h
t 

A
p

p
ly

in
g

 
k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
 
a
n

d
 

in
s
ig

h
t  

F
o
r
m

u
la

tin
g

 c
r
itic

a
l 

ju
d

g
e
m

e
n

t 

C
o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
 

L
e
a
r
n

in
g

 s
k
ills

  

1. are able to conduct legal research, independently and in 
collaboration with others, that meets high level academic 
requirements; 

 X X  X 

2. are able to report on that study at the level of an 
international academic publication; 

 X X X X 

3. have an overview of the fields of the philosophy of 
science and theory of knowledge relevant to legal research 
and can explain views and points of departure of 
philosophers of science to legal research in a critical 
manner; 

X X X X X 

4. have an overview of comparative law and are able to 
design, carry out and report on comparative law studies;  

X X X X X 

5. can read, speak and write academic legal English;     X  

6. have an overview of the field of the methods and 
techniques of legal research, can explain them, can 
formulate problems and questions and know how to 

operationalize them, given the nature of the questions and 
the subject matter; in addition, the graduates can compare 
the methods of social science research to the methods of 
legal research and integrate the results of social science 

research into their legal research; 

X X X X X 

7. are capable of presenting a research design and a 
research study at an international academic seminar or at 

an international conference in an understandable manner 
in both written and oral form;  

   X X 

8. have been able to acquaint themselves with the 

knowledge and insights obtained in the fields of one of the 
research focus areas of the School of law which are included 
in the University focus areas and have acquired in-depth 
knowledge in at least one of these fields; 

X     

9. are able to quickly obtain an overview and then expand 
and deepen their knowledge of and insight into the 
dynamics of law in an international and European context; 

X X X  X 

10. know, understand and comply with the requirements of 
scientific integrity as laid down in the Netherlands Code of 
Conduct for Research 2018; 

 X   X 

11. are capable of reflecting upon their own academic 
performance. 

  X  X 

 


