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Report 1 

 

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Literary Studies 

 

destination city & country London, UK 

how did you travel to your 

destination?  
Plane 

name university abroad  Queen Mary University of London 

start date 16 / 01 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 02 / 06 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application is pretty straightforward. I mainly relied on the UU website to figure out the steps. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International office is very supportive and responsive to emails. I had meetings online as well to ask about 

everything at length because I was worried about the process and my destination choices. 

academic preparation 

Not necessary at all. 

language preparation 

Wasn't necessary because my programme is English-taught. 

finances 

Expenses are higher than in Utrecht, especially for housing. What I used to pay for a studio in Utrecht, I paid in 

London for a room in a shared flat. Besides this, the difference doesn't have to be too high. I found housing very 

close to the university so I could go on foot, so my travel expenses were only for travelling through the city for 

leisure. 

Try to have some savings before going for exploring the city/country. There's a lot to do in London and although 

many places are free (museums, gardens, etc.), the city is still expensive. The underground alone is expensive if 

you travel through the city often (the fares start at 2,40 pounds). If you decide to go to concerts/musicals/plays 

that will also set you back a lot, and there's so much to see here. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 
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The university has two semesters instead of four blocks, which means you're doing four courses simultaneously. 

It can get overwhelming in the end of the semester when you have to write four final essays in two weeks but 

you can get a seven-day extension three times in total during the semester, so I saved mine for the end and 

everything worked out.  

academic quality of education activities 

The academic level is very similar to that of UU. There are a lot and very different electives so you can study 

things you perhaps didn't know you were interested in. I did a course in ghost stories and representations of 

ghosts in literature, which was amazing. Their grading criteria is very transparent and you always know what is 

expected of you. For my final essays each teacher did either a one-on-one meeting or a discussion in class for 

paper plans and suggestions, which mainly consisted of brainstorming together. The teachers' approach was 

generally very hands-on if you ask for help 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Every teacher I've had classes with had office hours at campus that you can show up to without notice, if you 

have any questions about the courses. Beside this, there are counselling services. 

transfer of credits 

Still ongoing. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There were two introduction meetings for incoming students to make sure everyone can attend. As I secured 

my housing late, I managed to attend the second meeting. It was a presentation about anything you might need 

to know about living in London and where to seek help from the uniersity. 

accommodation 

Tricky but much easier than the Netherlands. The university housing webpage states they only offer rooms for 

their local students so I never applied. Upon arriving, it turned out that they offer rooms for exchange students 

as well if anything becomes available. Some exchange students had found a room at compus but most didn't 

know it's possible. I found a room relatively quickly through a housing agency. 

leisure & culture 

There's anything you can think of to do in London, just name it. However, don't only stay in the city. It's good to 

travel to the country and experience English (and not only London) life. 

suggestions/tips 

Making friends takes effort. There are less group discussions in class so you're not forced to talk to others 

almost at all, and the local students usually keep to themselves. Finding other exchange students during the 

first week is your best bet to find people quickly. Otherwise everyone is friendly, just more difficult to get to talk 

to. There are also a lot of student clubs to join, either for sports or certain music, or book clubs. There are days 

in the beginning of each semester for finding new members you can go to.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes. London is a cultural hotspot, there's a lot to see and do. In winter it's beautiful for all the Christmas 

decoration, and in spring everything's blooming, so you can't pick a wrong semester. 
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do you have any additional advice or comments? 

None. It's not as complex and scary as it appears at first. It just takes some time to adjust to the scale and sense 

of the city. 

 

 

Report 2 

 

faculty/college Hummanities  

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme BA History 

 

destination city & country London, United Kingdom 

how did you travel to your 

destination?  
Car and Ferry 

name university abroad  Queen Mary University of London 

start date 23 / 01 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 02 / 06 / 2023  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application was relatively straightforward. However, It could sometimes also be a bit 

overwhelming. You get a lot of information at once and you have to do a lot of paper work. However, if you keep 

track of your emails and your deadlines, it is do-able.    

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

Utrecht University was helpful in answering any question through email and was relatively quick when they had 

to sign documents. However, It could sometimes be unclear who i needed to email for specific things once my 

application at QMUL started as well. 

academic preparation 

I did not do any academic preparation for my exchange 

language preparation 

I did not do any language preparation for my exchange. It was not needed for me to do a language tests since 

my VWO English grade was sufficient evidence for QMUL of mastering the English language.  

finances 

I applied for the Erasmus+ grant. This helped me financially. However, take in consideration that London is a 

very expensive city and that you most likely also want to do a lot of fun stuff. Food, drinks and other leasure 

activities are quite expensive. Public transport and traveling by train is very expensive as well. 

Make sure to apply for a student/18+ Oystercard. You can apply for this once you get accepted at QMUL. It 

allows you to buy discounted travelcards. Because of this discount, my 'OV vergoeding' given by the Dutch state 

almost covered all my expenses for public transport within London.  
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London is a very expensive city. You thus really have to make sure that  you have a big budget before you leave.  

I underestamited this a bit, leading me to have to watch my spendings very closely towards the end of my 

exchange.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Before coming to London I chose to follow certain modules. However, the first two weeks of the semester 

you're able to change up your modules. I found out I could also follow other modules that I was more 

interested in and I thus changed my original modules. I was very happy that I was able to choose modules from 

both the school of History and the school of International Relations and Politics. This was a relatively new 

procedure. I chose, for example, modules on British politics and the British position towards the EU. I found it 

very interesting to learn about these things from the British point of view.  

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality is similar to UU. However, I do prefer UU's method of creating timetables. At QMUL you 

follow four modules at once. However, the seminars and lectures are only one hour, meaning you have a similar 

amount of contacthours as at UU. I found that one hour classes were sometimes not enough to really address 

certain things. At UU they also make sure that you have time to move from one place to another if you have 

back to back classes. They don't do this at QMUL. I would have back to back classes on Mondays from 9 till 2. 

When one of my classes ended, I had to run across campus to my next class, which resulted in the fact that I 

was almost always five minutes late to my classes and I had no time to lunch in between my classes. This 

system could use a lot of approving according to me.  

 

The amount of workload is similar to UU during the semester. However, because you're following four modules 

at once, the workload is a lot higher during the midterms and final exams. Instead of having to write two final 

papers, I had to write four.  I thus had to start writing these papers far in advance.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I did not use any counselling during my stay abroad. QMUL does, however, offer a lot of counseling and help to 

those who need it.   

transfer of credits 

I have not yet got my credits transferred.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I was very happy that QMUL offered an introduction week for associate students. I went to a lot of the events 

and met a lot of my friends at these events. I recommend you watch your email and sign up for as many events 

as possible.  

However, there were also orientation events on campus for campus residents only. Erasmus students are 

officially not allowed to live on campus, which meant that you were actually not allowed to go to these certain 

events. I did not know this and turned up for one of the events anyway, but they did not make a problem of this 

and they let me in anyway.  

accommodation 

Erasmus students are not allowed to live on campus, which meant I had to find accomodation myself. There is a 

housing crisis in the UK and it can thus be very difficult to find accomodation for a fair price. However, it is do-
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able if you start your search early. QMUL does recommend certain private halls of accomodation on their 

website. The moment I heard that I was going to London, I started orientating myself for accomodation. Since I 

went to London in the second semester, this meant I started searching for accomodation a year before my 

leave. Because I was early with my search, it was relatively easy for me to find accomodation. But thus make 

sure to start searching early! 

leisure & culture 

London is a huge city, which means that there is always something going on. Up untill my leave, I kept 

discovering new places, new things to do, etc. You will never get bored in this city. It was be a bit overwhelming 

at first, but I got used to it pretty quickly. I can now easily see myself studying or working in London again.  

suggestions/tips 

Make sure you start in time with looking for accomodation, since this will probably be one of the most difficult 

parts of your preparation.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Absolutely! London is a wonderful city and QMUL gave you enough free time to fully explore the city. Even 

though I prefer the functioning of UU, QMUL's academic quality is good and it has a high ranking on the World 

University charts.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try to make the most of your time in London! Half a year sounds long, but it is over in a flash. My stay in London 

has defenitely been one of the best experiences of my life.  

 

 

2019-2020 

 

Report 1 

 

faculty/college Humanities 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme BA History 

 

destination city & country London, Uniten Kingdom 

how did you travel to your 

destination?  
Airplane 

name university abroad  Queen Mary University of London 

start date 16 / 09 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 13 / 12 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The website was quite easy to browse through when looking for exchange destinations. I was able to browse 

through university wide and and study specific destinations. Sometimes it was a bit overwhelming with the 



Exchange Experiences International Office 

UK – Queen Mary University of London 

 
 

amounts of links the pages had that were all important to read, but over all it was not a big problem. My degree 

had lots of options for an exchange so I did not have to search for very specific courses. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The international office offered lots of meetings, mandatory and optional. The manatory meetings made things 

very clear to me as to what goes into the process. Optional meetings were also very helpful and plenty was 

offered to prepare myself for the application process as well as for the preparation. It was made very clear to 

me that whenever I had any questions I could visit one of the exchange coordinators. 

 

However, once I started the application process for Queen Mary University it sometimes became unclear to 

whom I had to email for a specific question. This took a bit of emailing back and forth to realize that certain 

questions could not be answered by UU, but had to be directed at QM.   

academic preparation 

I did not necessarily need any more academic preparations. From what I could understand from QM's website 

the style of teaching was more or less the same, modules divided between lectures and seminars, so I did not 

prepare any further.   

language preparation 

I did not need further language preparation. For some studies you did need a Toefl test but for History I did not 

need one. I did have to do the mandatory Erasmus OLS test.  

finances 

Of course the Erasmus Grant was of big help, but for a destination like London I highly suggest you plan your 

expenses and make a big budget. London is a very expensive city and even though many places around campus 

offer student prices it still is quite expensive. Travelling within the UK is also quite expensive so keep that in 

mind, especially travelling by train is very expensive and cheaper options like the bus often take a ridiculous 

amount of time. Travelling within London is also not on the cheap side, especially because associate students 

are unable to get a student discount for the oyster card (public transport card of London). Luckily the cheap 

rental bikes are a great alternative.  

 

Especially rent is very expensive in London. Do not be surprised if you have to pay the double of what you pay 

for rent in Utrecht.  So its not uncommon to have your entire months pay go to rent. This is why planning your 

expenses and saving up is so important for an exchange period in London, so do not uderestimate this and 

make sure you have a back up plan in case of financial emergencies.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I could choose my modules a long time before I started. This meant that some modules might still change, 

which was the case for one of my modules. Luckily nothing changed drastically and I was still able to take all the 

modules I wanted. It was very easy to browse through the available courses on the website, but it was a shame 

that I could not pick any modules from other degree. For example, I would have loved to take modules on 

International Relations, so I emailed someone at QM about this, but I was not allowed to do so.  

 

The modules that I was allowed to choose from were luckily in abundance and there was something on every 

topic possible. The fact that I had to choose 4 modules meant that I could choose very differing topics. QM had 

lots of modules on the early modern times and the medieval ages, and a few on politics and international 

relations, but there were not as many of these modules. I was still able to choose modules that I thought were 

very interesting.  
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In the first two weeks I was still able to change modules, so if some modules were not what I had expected or 

there was a clash in schedule there was still plenty of time to choose something else.  

  

academic quality of education activities 

I thought the quality of education was good, but it was not very different from UU. The style of teaching was 

pretty much te same. The biggest differences were that I followed four modules at once, which meant more 

workload in exam periods, and that the seminars and lectures were an hour long, so a significantly shorter time 

than at the UU. This did not take away from the quality of education in my opinion. Very often the seminar 

groups were so small that there was a lot of personal contact between students and staff.    

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Counselling was very good at QM in my opinion. Everywhere you walked there were posters advertising the 

Advice and Counselling office on campus, so it was very accesible. Staff was kept up to date on the welfare of 

the students, and I would often get personal emails regarding certain issues.  

 

As QM is a campus university there are lots of counseling facilities on campus, during working hours and after 

working hours, so there is always someone to go to. There is also a doctor's office and a mental health 

supervisor on campus.  

transfer of credits 

I am still in the process of transferring my credits. At QM you get a passing grade once you reach a 40, above a 

70 is a "first", so above 80 is never given, so when you get a mark of 60 it is actually quite good.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There was a Fresher's week, which is similar to the UIT week. The weekend before Fresher's week was the 

moving in weekend for on-campus residents, which included some extra introductory activities. During the 

Fresher's week there were many events hosted by the university. The societies fair was one of the main events 

where you could pass by any society. There were so many societies that it takes a good hour and a half to pass 

by everything. There were many presentations and workshops during this week for erasmus students as well, so 

pay attention as to which presentations are applicable for you.  

accommodation 

It is quite difficult to arrange accommodation in London. I was very lucky to get a room on campus, but erasmus 

students are officially not able to get a room on campus to provide accomodation to students that come from 

further away. Therefore assume for QM that you will not find a room on campus so you can start on time with 

looking for possible rooms. However this made it really difficult for erasmus students to find accomodation and 

many friends had to arrive two weeks earlier to look for a flat as landlords often require you to visit the flat 

before giving you the room. This also means that you have to pay close attention to the agreements made 

between you and the landlord. Renting via a landlord instead of on campus does not necessarily mean that 

rooms are more expensive, but there often are less amenities and smaller rooms.     

leisure & culture 

For QM I highly suggest you join a society, whichever society it is. There is something for everyone, from 

societies for nationalities to sport societies. As an associate student you are allowed to join any society and 

often pay a reduced price, so I joined one of the sport societies. The sport socities not only provide you with 
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weekly exercise, but also with plenty of acitivities and this is also a great way to meet people from the UK and 

not only foreigne exchange students.  

 

There are loads of things to do around london and it will take you the entire duration of the exchange to fully 

experience the city. As the university is in East London its location is quite central and you could be right in the 

middle of the city within twenty minuten, which is not far for London standards. Do keep in mind that London is 

ann expensive city and going to a pub or for a casual dinner could already be much more expensive than in 

Utrecht. Luckilu there is a univeristy Bar on Campus, which has cheap lunch and dinner during the day and 

parties at night. Most people go on Mondays or Wednesdays to the uni bar and on the last Wednesday of the 

month there is an event for all the sports societies.  

 

I definitely suggest traveling through the UK during the weekends. As I mentioned before travelling by train can 

be quite expensive, but there are many great cities that are not too far from London that are not too expensive 

to visit, like Brighton, Canterbury, Oxford, or Cambridge. If you want to visit a city a bit further away be 

prepared to pay a bigger price, but sometimes you can also catch a flight from one of the many airports in 

London, to for example Edinburgh.   

suggestions/tips 

My biggest suggestion is to make sure to have enough money. London is expensive and as an erasmus student 

you do want to fully experience the city and see and do as much as possible. So, start planning your expensive 

form the moment you know you are going to London for you exchange.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I would definitely recommend this university to others. The hospitality of the university to foreign exchange 

students makes it very easy to blend in and make amazing friends. London is a city that has a place for 

everyone, so there will be no doubt that everyone will fit in.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Do not stick to much with other international exchange students, but try to come in contact with normal 

students. In this way your experience will be as authentic as possible.  

 

 

2018-2019 

 

Report 1 

 

faculty/college Humanities  

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme History 

 

destination city & country London, United Kingdom 

name university abroad  Queen Mary University of London 

start date 05 / 01 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 08 / 06 / 2019  (dd/mm/yyyy) 
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You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The exchange application process is relatively straightforward. For me personally I had some issues with the way 

my receiving university was structured and thus had a misunderstanding of when my exchange was to start and 

how their modules worked. I applied with wrong dates and an impossible planning but this was not caught by 

anyone at Utrecht University which makes me wonder if anyone checked it at all. I get that it's ones own 

responsibility but I feel like at some point someone should have caught this.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The international Office was always really quick in answering my emails and signing documents which is nice. 

The pre-departure meeting was a little early for me as I applied for an exchange in the second semester the 

following year, so anything that was discussed there was almost forgotten by the time it was actually time for 

me to go on exchange.  

academic preparation 

For me personally this wasn’t really neccesary as I was only able to take courses at my guest university that 

were of a certain level (second year) which was a little below what I was following at Utrecht Univeristy.  

language preparation 

I had to do a language assesment before my depature in which I scored high enough to not have to get assesed 

at my return.   

finances 

Even though I think it’s a good thing that students are forced to think about finances by submitting a financial 

plan, I think it doesn’t prepare you for what you'll actually be spending. Especially in London where everything 

is so much more expensive than in the Netherlands.   

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

Before I got accepted by my guest university it was very unclear to me how their study programme was 

structured but as soon as I was accepted they gave me much more information.   

academic quality of education activities 

As I mentioned above as an Erasmus student you are limited in choice of Moduels I was allowed to take, which 

resulted me in taking some courses that were a little less challenging than I hoped. This is a personal issue for 

I'm a relatively old student to go on excahnge and if I had followed the normal study route this wouldn't have 

been a problem.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

I had some personal issues during my stay abroad and went to the counseling service and the international 

office at my guest university. I was told that they were going to help me and 'Leave it to us' but I never heard 

back after that, which was very dissapointing. Asking for help was a difficult step in the first place and then not 

receiving it, after I had been told I would, made the last part of my excahnge a lot less enjoyable.   

transfer of credits 

I have not yet got my credits transferred.  
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STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

As an European citizen I was not allowed to live on campus and thus missed out on a few key orientation 

moments. We were told to be on campus on January 3rd and it was not specified that this was only for people 

that had on campus accomodation. I was also told I was not welcome at the welcome dinner as I did not live on 

campus which made me feel very unwelcome.  

accommodation 

As I stated above, I was not eligible for on campus accomodation, which meant I had to firuge this out myself. I 

was lucky as I have family who live in London and helped me find a room before I arrived. However, I also knew 

people that were staying in a hotel for the first week(s) as they were still looking for a room. The University told 

them they would help but never did, which made the first weeks very stressful for them.  

leisure & culture 

London is an amazing city with a lot of culture and due to my schedual I had lots of time to explore a lot of it. 

The international office organised a number of outings and made us aware of trips organised by an 

international student network, which was very nice and affordable.   

suggestions/tips 

My main tip is to make sure Queen Mary makes everyone feel welcome and not just the people that stay on 

campus.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

My personal experience wasn't amazing and I feel like I was let down by the support systems in place. However, 

I still had a really good time and learned a lot. So, yes I would still recommend Queen Mary.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

I urge everyone to go on exchange, it will broaden your horizons and teach you a lot about yourself and life. It 

may not always be easy and fun, but it is definitly worth it in the end.  

 

Report 2 
 

Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

faculty/college History 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme History, Bachelor 

 

destination city & country Londen, United Kingdom 

name university abroad  Queen Mary University London 

start date 17 / 09 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 14 / 12 / 2018  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 
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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

It takes quite some time to find out which university you want to go to as there are a lot of differences between 

countries and universities. For me I new quite quickly that I wanted to go to London, because of the city and the 

courses QMUL offers. I recommend checking out the courses of each university as this really helped me make my 

decision. The application process is not necessarily difficult, but does take some time to figure out. The website 

of the UU international office has helped me a lot. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The International Office is very willing to help you and I really recommend visiting their organised talks. 

However, a lot of the things you need to fill in, you have to find out on your own.  

academic preparation 

The only way I could prepare myself was looking at the modules I wanted to follow. The best thing about QMUL 

is that they have very different and a lot of courses. It took me some time to find it, but this website 

(https://www.qmul.ac.uk/modules/) has all the modules you can choose from. The selection you make is not 

definite. In the first week, you have to accept your courses, but are also able to change them. 

language preparation 

I did not prepare myself as the language is Enlglish. As an Erasmus+ student you do have to take a very small 

online language test.  

finances 

London is a very expensive city, so it is important that you have a good financial plan. I used my savings, a 

student loan from DUO, and the money I received from the Erasmus+ grant. If you are using a student OV, it is 

possible to get a small amount during the time you are gone. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The university system is quite different from the Dutch system. At QMUL you follow four courses in a span of 

three months (one semester). Compared to Utrecht, there are less lectures and seminars per week. All my 

courses were two hours per week. The overall system is that all your exams are at the end of the year. This 

means that, as a study abroad student, you have to take a separate exam before you leave. The courses I took, 

did not have exams, which meant that I was able to finish everything before I left. While the university system is 

quite different, the structure of lectures and seminars is quite similar. 

academic quality of education activities 

The academic quality is very similar to the UU. However, as you spend less time in seminars or lectures, you 

have a bit more work to do on your own. As for writing papers, the teachers are very helpful and encourage you 

to visit them to discuss your topic. All my teachers also gave very extensive suggested reading lists. The essays 

seemed difficult in the beginning, but since the topics and some readings were already given, it turned out to be 

the opposite for some. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The introductory talks on the first days are very helpful. They are quite long, but I do recommend them. The 

people of the international office are very helpful and can answer any question. If you are dealing with (mental) 

health problems or study problems there are a lot of options for you to go to. 

transfer of credits 
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This is not applicable yet. QMUL will send it to the UU. I recommend starting on time with filling in the forms for 

the UU Board of Examiners.  

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

Since I went in September, there were a lot of welcome activities. They were mainly focused on first years, but 

where a lot of fun to join in. The Student Union (there is just one, which organises all of these events) also 

offers trips to other cities and cheaper musical tickets  

accommodation 

Finding accomodation in London is very difficult. I went a weekend beforehand and still had nothing when the 

introductions started. I eventually managed to get a room on campus as the housing office told me they had 

some rooms left. Dutch Erasmus+ initially are not allowed a room on campus. However, some other Dutch 

students applied for a room beforehand and did get one. I would advise you to apply for a room, while also 

continuing your search in case QMUL doesn't have any rooms left. There are some agencies which might help, 

as well as the website: spareroom.co.uk (like Kamernet). The only thing about living on campus is that you have 

to buy your own bedding and kitchen supplies. 

leisure & culture 

There are so many things to do and see in London: museums, musicals, tours, hidden neighbourhoods. Some 

like to travel during their stay, but I wanted to stay in London to get to know the city as much as possible. Since 

I started in September, I was there during the Christmas season. There are so many festivals and events to do 

during this time. Just going to Piccadilly or Oxford Street can already get you in the Christmasmood with all the 

lights and decorated windows. I also recommend trying as many English dishes or products you can find in the 

supermarket. A very fun and easy way to discover a different culture. 

suggestions/tips 

I would highly suggest joining a society. There is the so-called Student Union who are there for problems and 

the bigger activities, but they have a ton of societies for you to join, varying from sport to bookclubs. It is a 

great way to meet people outside you dorm, course or international circle. Another tip is to find a room as close 

to university as possible. It seems great to live in Notthinghill, but makes it difficult to join in on the campus 

culture. Last but not least: explore London as much as you can! Three months seem long, but are incredibly 

short and it feels great when you start to understand this big city a bit better. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

I most definitely recommend QMUL. The university has a good academic standard, is very multicultural, you get 

to experience campuslife and, of course, you get to live in London! 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Try to make the most of your time in London, it is a very diverse and vibrant city. This is definitely one of the 

best experiences of my life. 
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You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

I knew I wanted to study abroad during my Master's programme, and not do an internship. First, I had in mind to 

go to UCLA because of a certain professor at that university. Later, I changed my first choice to Queen Mary, 

University of London. This was my second choice, also because of the professors, but very much because of the 

courses they offer and because I could imagine myself living in London.  

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The application process went well, there were no problems. I originally applied for UCLA, but the UU 

International Office informed me that it would not be a safe option (due to contract issues). Communication 

with the IO was good, they helped me really well with questions.  

academic preparation 

For me, it was very important that I could take courses that fit in my curriculum. The idea that I had before I 

went abroad, was that I would end up with an idea for my Master's thesis. Fortunately, I did. Thus, it did take up 

some preparation: I had to really think about my interests and what I wanted to learn in London. In the end, I 

ended up with two courses I did have an interest in, but did not know much about, and really learned a lot.  

language preparation 

I did not do any further preparation. 

finances 

I made sure I had enough money for the rent, and enough monthly income for living and recreational stuff. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I did two courses in the History department of QMUL (one semester): Selfhood and Enlightenment in the Long 

Eighteenth Century & Modern Jewish History and Culture. These two courses together provide for enough ECTS 

for one semester in Utrecht.  

academic quality of education activities 
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The academic quality was good. The professors were really good and their courses were really well organised. 

Though, I found the level of the students a bit lower than I was used to in the Netherlands. But, for me, this was 

of course not a real issue.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The people I needed for help (history department, international office) were very responsive, and I had no 

issues there. They were all very helpful and they made sure you were well settled within the city and within the 

university. 

transfer of credits 

When writing this UU report, I have not yet received my official credits. But so far, it has just been some 

administrative effort. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

There was only a very short welcome and orientation programme for the Master's students. Most of the 

information was especially focused on new Bachelor's students. The bonding of students seemed less 

important, that was a pity.  

accommodation 

Accommodation is not provided by the university; you have to find a room in London yourself. Lots of rooms 

are available for rent, but prices are high. The university is located in a cheaper area of London (that's good), 

but rent prices are still high. I recommend you choose between travelling with public transportation (also 

expensive) or pay a higher rent. I did  not live close to QMUL, I had to travel about 50 mins, but I found some 

nice working places near my room. So, in the end, I did not spent much time at the university, and that saved 

me some money for public transportation. 

leisure & culture 

It's LONDON… 

suggestions/tips 

See 'accomodation'. Also, make sure you have some people around you. There is a lot you can do in London, 

but it is also very easy to get lonely. Go to a student association or a party, meet up with some classmates; 

make sure you're not always alone. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

Yes. London is of course a great city, but I would also recommend QMUL for students in their Master's 

programme. The university has a broad perspective and is very willingly to receive international students.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Great university in a wonderful city! 

 

 

Report 2 
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optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you 

directly  
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PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

The application process was easy and smooth. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

I did not really need a lot of counselling and/or support at Utrecht University for my stay abroad period except 

for the regular explanation of application procedures. Everything was pretty clear and I knew that I could 

contact the International Office if I had any questions. 

academic preparation 

There was no academic preparation I had to conduct before moving to London. 

language preparation 

I expect an average Dutch student to be able to speak English sufficiently to follow courses and Queen Mary. 

Some of my fellow international students at Queen Mary spoke English a lot worse, actually. 

finances 

Living in London is quite expensive, so I advise every prospective Queen Mary student to save some money 

beforehand. I made sure I had borrowed enough money in the year prior to my stay abroad, but if you switch to 

your maximum loan at DUO during your stay abroad you should be fine as well. 

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

The content of my study abroad was very interesting but very incoherent. I followed courses on American 

foreign policy and global history, and both courses required me to read about very wide ranging topics. I could 

not really focus on or dive into one specific field of interest as I was used to during my RMA in Utrecht. 

academic quality of education activities 

Comparatively bad. I realized that Utrecht is a fantastic university with a very high level of teaching, and often 

very knowledgeable and ambitious students. Queen Mary disappointed me in that regard. It was very easy to 

get high grades.  

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

Average. I knew who I needed to contact if there was a problem, but I did not need specific help. 
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transfer of credits 

Not applicable yet, my credits are not yet transferred. 

STUDENT LIFE 

welcome & orientation programme 

I did not enjoy the orientation week as I had expected. There is no ESN at Queen Mary, and many parties felt 

like middle school parties as they were attended primarily by first year students. The number of activities 

organized for Erasmus+ students was also  quite low, but maybe I just missed them because I was an irregular 

exchange student as I was there during my master's.   

accommodation 

I was lucky to be granted campus accommodation as this is usually not given to Erasmus students as far as I 

know. A friend of mine who went to Queen Mary two years before told me to spam the Residence Office of 

Queen Mary during summer in order to be granted campus accommodation, so I did. It cost me €790 a month 

and the room was not what I was used to, but for London standards it was quite ok.  

leisure & culture 

London is a brilliant city with a vibrant social life. I truly loved it and I can see my self returning for a job quite 

easily. 

suggestions/tips 

Make sure you join a society. Queen Mary knows many of them, so just subscribe, get to know people and find 

out which one you would like to attend for the rest of your stay. 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

If you are looking for an academic challenge: definetely not. If you are looking for the traditional Erasmus 

experience: no, because I assume that other universities in Europe provide more events to have fun. However, 

if you'd love to live in one of the most beautiful and vibrant cities in the world: definetely yes. The university 

gives you plenty of leisure time to explore the city.  

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

Make sure you know why you are going on exchange, and find the matching university to that goal. 

 


