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Art. 2.1 - Admission requirements  
 
1. Admission to the  Urban and Economic Geography programme is granted to students with a Dutch or a 

foreign diploma confirming that they have acquired the knowledge, insight and skills at university 
Bachelor’s level. Furthermore, students need to prove that they have gained the following specific 
knowledge, insight and skills: 
a) knowledge in the field of Human Geography or Spatial Planning at the advanced level of the major 

Human Geography and Planning at Utrecht University (or equivalent to that level) 
b) insight into Human Geography or Spatial Planning at the advanced level of the major Human 

Geography and Planning at Utrecht University (or equivalent to that level) 
c) academic and research skills at the advanced level of the major Human Geography and Planning at 

Utrecht University (or equivalent to that level) 
d) good command of the language or languages used in the programme 

 
2. Students will be selected based on objective standards regarding: 

a) their previous academic performance in a relevant subject area  
b) relevant skills 
c) their command of the language or languages used in the programme  
d) the following additional selection criteria with proven relevance for the opinion on the suitability of 

the candidate: 
• motivation  
• average grade of 6,5 

 
This information is used to consider whether the student concerned will be able to complete the Master’s 
Programme successfully within the nominal time period. The admission requirements have been formulated 
clearly and transparently so that candidates know in advance which requirements must be met in order to 
qualify for selection. 
 
Art. 3.1 – Aim of the degree programme 
 
The mission is to foster an advanced understanding of important urban and economic issues, structures, 
behaviour, and the representations of these. The programme also emphasizes the application of scientific/ 
academic knowledge (substantive, theoretical, methodological) and understanding of current socio-spatial 
challenges by means of individual research projects and internships. The master’s programme prepares 
students for positions as independent, critically thinking  urban and/or economic geographers  in various fields 
of work. 
 
The intended learning outcomes:  

• KNOWLEDGE; to assist students in developing an advanced academic knowledge and understanding 
that provides a basis or opportunity for originality in developing and/or applying ideas, often within a 
research context 

• METHODOLOGY; to teach students how to apply their knowledge and understanding, and problem 
solving abilities in new or unfamiliar environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts 
related to their field of study; 

• SOCIETAL APPLICATION; to teach students the ability to integrate knowledge and handle complexity, 
and formulate judgments with incomplete or limited information, including reflecting on social and 
ethical responsibilities linked to the application of their knowledge and judgments; 

• COMMUNICATION; to teach students how to communicate their conclusions to specialist and non-
specialist audiences clearly and unambiguously; 

• CRITICAL ACADEMIC ATTITUDE; to provide students with learning skills to allow them to continue to 
study in a manner that may be largely self-directed or autonomous. 

 
The intended learning outcomes of the programme are specified in appendix 1 . 
 
 
 
 



Art. 3.6 - Components of the programme 
 
1. Appendix 2 describes the required courses of the programme, including their course load  
2. Students may select an elective course of 5 EC from other UU programmes or from other universities, but 

these need to be approved by the Board of Examiners (see EER Art. 3.7). The elective components within 
the programme are listed in Appendix 3. 

3. The prospectus gives a detailed description of the content and the form of instruction of the components 
of the programme, including prior knowledge that is required to participate successfully. 

 
Art. 4.2 -  Course admission requirements 
 
The Executive Board decides the order in which the required components of a Master’s degree programme 
must be completed. This will be published in the prospectus.  
 
Art. 4.7 - Evaluation of the quality of education 

 
1. The Director of Education monitors the quality of education, and ensures that both the courses and the 

curriculum are evaluated. The Director takes into consideration the advice and suggestions given by the 
Education Committee regarding improving and ensuring the quality of the programme. 

2. Students who have participated in the course will be informed of the results of the course evaluation. 
  



Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: intended learning outcomes 

 
A. KNOWLEDGE; To assist students in developing an advanced academic knowledge and 

understanding that provides a basis or opportunity for originality in developing and/or 
applying ideas, often within a research context 

1. SOCIO-SPATIAL ISSUES  Have advanced knowledge and understanding of complexity, 
variation, dynamics and interdependence of socio-spatial structures, processes and 
behaviors  in society 

2. CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES Have advanced knowledge and understanding of the 
conditions for, the mechanisms underlying, and the effects of dynamic and 
interdependent spatial structures, processes, and behaviours  

3. INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT Have knowledge about the international and intercultural 
aspects of socio-spatial issues  

4. DISCIPLINARY CONTEXT Have advanced knowledge and understanding of the theory, 
nature, history, and methodology of Urban and Economic Geography  

5. POLICY INTERVENTIONS Have advanced knowledge and understanding of the 
interdependency between academic research and (policy) interventions and of the 
methods to critically assess research outcomes and (policy) interventions 

 

B. METHODOLOGY; To teach students how to apply their knowledge and understanding, and 
problem solving abilities in new or unfamiliar environments within broader (or 
multidisciplinary) contexts related to their field of study; 

1. DEVELOP RESEARCH PROPOSAL Are able to independently and individually develop 
an original research proposal about a current complex societal or scientific problem 
related to the master, based on solid theoretical, practical, and societal arguments  

2. EMPIRICAL RESEARCH Have the skills to both independently and in a team, organize 
and conduct an empirical research based on primary and secondary data collection, 
applying appropriate social and spatial research methodology, (design) methods and 
techniques  

3. CONCLUSIONS Are able to validly interpret both data and research outcomes and to 
formulate conclusions and (policy) recommendations 

4. SOLUTIONS Are able to apply knowledge by developing solutions to the research or 
societal problem studied both individually and in a (multidisciplinary) team of 
professionals with different expertise, and students with different international cultures 
and expertise 

 

C. SOCIETAL APPLICATION; To teach students the ability to integrate knowledge and handle 
complexity, and formulate judgments with incomplete or limited information, including 
reflecting on social and ethical responsibilities linked to the application of their knowledge 
and judgments; 

1. INTEGRATE KNOWLEDGE AND HANDLE COMPLEXITY Can integrate knowledge of 
the sub disciplines of Human Geography and relevant other disciplines and apply this in 
research and projects 

2. MAKING JUDGEMENTS Based on the outcome of research or project work can make 
scientific judgements 

3. ETHICS (SCIENCE) Work and act according to the European Code of Conduct for 
Research Integrity and the Code of Conduct Utrecht University 

 ETHICS (SOCIETY) Understand the ethical issues faced in geography 

4. SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS Can indicate the societal and ethical implications of 
academic research and feel the need and responsibility to translate academic research 
in policy recommendations and to participate in public debates 

5. ACADEMIC ATTITUDE Take on a critical academic stance and attitude in reflecting on 
both general and their peers' and own academic behaviour 

 



D. COMMUNICATION; To teach students how to communicate their conclusions to specialist 
and non-specialist audiences clearly and unambiguously; 

1. PRESENTATION AND COMMUNICATION Are able to clearly communicate the results 
of academic research of the analysis of both academic literature and empirical research 
in written and spoken manner to relevant societal actors, stakeholders or in a design 
project for a wider audience (citizens) 

2. TARGET AUDIENCE Are able to appropriately address the audiences in presenting 
academic research findings or design, taking into account the interests and backgrounds 
of the audience members 

3. ARGUMENTATION AND DISCUSSION Are able to critically discuss (preliminary) 
research findings or design of others (peers) and formulate positive peer-feedback 
(forward) based on sound arguments 

4. PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION Are able to clearly communicate and convincingly 
defend both proposal, actions and results of research or design, with peers and with 
different stakeholders in a professional setting  

 

E. CRITICAL ACADEMIC ATTITUDE; To provide students with learning skills to allow them to 
continue to study in a manner that may be largely self-directed or autonomous 

1. UPDATE KNOWLEDGE Are capable of independently recognizing and following both 
current societal and scientific developments related to the master  

2. INDEPENDENT AND CRITICAL Are able to independently plan, organize and conduct 
academic research and iteratively critically reflect on the choices made, the research 
process, progress and outcomes and makes changes accordingly  

3. DISCIPLINARY VALUE Can work in both small and larger teams of (interdisciplinary) 
international students/ scholars, and recognize and communicate the contribution of 
(interdisciplinary) knowledge and skills in the issue studied  

4. DISCIPLINARY CULTURE Know about academic research cultures in other disciplines 
and can relate them to the academic culture in the master  

 
 
 
Appendix 2: Structure of the programme 
 

Starting from 1 September 2022 Starting date before 1 September 2021 
Required/theoretical 22.5 EC Required/theoretical 23.5 EC 
Methods of research 7.5 EC Methods of research 6.5 EC 
Elective course 5 EC Elective course 5 EC 
MSc research/thesis 25 EC MSc research/thesis 25 EC 

 
  



Compulsory components (55 EC) 
 
GEO4-3925 Urban Futures  1.5 EC 

GEO4-3926 Advanced Methods & Techniques  6 EC 

GEO4-3930 International Field Trip 3.5 EC 

GEO4-3921 M&T Specializations 1.5 EC 
GEO4-3922 
 
GEO4-3900 

Thesis & Research Internship 
 
Professional Competences 

25 EC 
 

0 EC  
  Specialization Urban Geography:    

GEO4-3903 Advanced Urban Geography  7.5 EC 

GEO4-3906 Diverse Cities and Urban Inequality 5 EC 

GEO4-3907 Mobilities, Travel & Networks 5 EC 

GEO4-3908 Public Space & Consumption 5 EC 

      

  Specialization Economic Geography   

GEO4-3904 Advanced Economic Geography 7.5 EC 

GEO4-3909 Spatial Entrepreneurial Strategies 
NOT available in 2026-2027  5 EC 

GEO4-3910 Firms and regions in the global economy 5 EC 

GEO4-3923 Geography of Innovation 5 EC 

      

 
 
Appendix 3: Elective courses (5 EC) 
 

GEO4-3917 Real Estate 5 EC 

GEO4-3519 Migration, Mobilities & Sustainable Futures 5 EC 

GEO4-5501 Techniques of Futuring  5 EC 

GEO4-3121 Urban Infrastructures 5 EC 

GEO4-3316 Neighbourhoods and Crime 5 EC 

GEO4-3927 Digital Transitions 5 EC 
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