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Project description 

Earth system governance is at a critical juncture. While the interlinked crises of climate change, biodi-
versity loss and widespread pollution are intensifying, political systems seem incapable of effective 
change. This situation poses new challenges not only for politics but also for the social science com-
munities studying these issues. What kind of institutions work best—and where, when and how? What 
do we know about questions around planetary justice, global democracy and the effectiveness of in-
stitutions? How do recent geopolitical conflicts and increasing governance fragmentation affect the 
effectiveness of our institutions to work towards planetary stewardship and sustainability? 
To inform decision-making on these important questions, social scientists need to collaborate—effec-
tively, systematically and in a global community of joint scholarship. For this purpose, a new institution 
is urgently needed. With generous funding from the Global Challenges Foundation, this new institution 
will now be set up at Utrecht University—the International Panel on Earth System Governance (IPESG). 
Over the next two years, IPESG will conduct the first-ever large-scale, science-based assessment of 
the effectiveness of earth system governance, bringing in hundreds of scholars from around the world.  
The Bright Minds Assistant will contribute to the preparatory phase of this important assessment by 
supporting the design and implementation of a systematic literature search, focusing on one or more 
of the IPESG assessment domains that will be further refined by the IPESG steering group. Tasks include 
developing a search protocol, coordinating peer review of this protocol, as well as screening identified 
articles against inclusion criteria. In addition, the student assistant will support the identification and 
selection of contributing authors for the assessment report and participate in the initial in-person scop-
ing meeting of the Scientific Coordination Committee of the IPESG in March 2026. 
IPESG offers a stimulating environment at the intersection of science and policy. Through the assis-
tantship, the student will gain hands-on experience with the development of a global scientific assess-
ment involving leading experts worldwide. This position provides an exceptional opportunity for a mo-
tivated student to contribute to a pioneering initiative in global sustainability governance. The assis-
tant will be supervised by the IPESG chair (Prof. Frank Biermann) and the IPESG Managing Director 
(Max van Deursen), working with other Utrecht-based scholars as well as the international group of 
experts that will collaborate within IPESG.  
This Bright Mind Assistantship is ideal for students who enjoy working in international settings, collab-
orating with leading scholars from around the world, and learning about cutting-edge literature on 
global sustainability, planetary politics and earth system governance.  
Job requirements 

• Enrolled as a Master’s student at Utrecht University; 
• Experience with systematic literature reviews and/or a strong interest in learning advanced 

literature search methodologies; 
• Ability to work independently and proactively within a team setting; 
• Affinity with issues of earth system governance is an advantage. 
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