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ERASMUS+ STUDIES 
UU Report 2014-2015 

 
Every student receiving an Erasmus+ STUDIES grant has to submit a UU report as well. Writing the UU report is one of the 
university’s conditions to receive and keep the grant. Only after submitting this report your Erasmus+ grant will be 
awarded definitively.  
 

Your report will be made available (anonymously) to UU students preparing an exchange or research period 
abroad. Not all of them are Dutch-speaking, therefore we prefer to receive reports written in English. 

 
Please use Tab to go to the next (text) box. 

family name       

first name       

student number       

e-mail address 
optional; only if you don’t mind students preparing for study abroad contacting you directly  

     @      

faculty/college Earth Sciences, Geology 

level  bachelor’s  master’s  PhD  

name study programme Earth Structure and Dynamics 

 

destination city & country Prague, Czech Republic 

name university abroad  Charles University 

start date 30 / 09 / 2014  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

end date 16 / 02 / 2015  (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
 

You are requested to write on the following topics. Text boxes will expand automatically while typing! 

PREPARATION 

exchange application process 

Pretty straight forward. Nothing specifically for the Charles University. In general the processing of documents 

sent to the Charles university were signed and received in a timely manner. Choosing the university you want to 

study at can be a bit tedious at times. Especially for master (geology) students, many universities listed as 

partners often don't teach classes in English, thus the choices you have are limited. Many universities of which 

the 'search' function has links have impossible websites to navigate or no information about offered courses. 

Take your time to send mails (and receive answers!) it might take some time. 

counselling & support at Utrecht University 

The Erasmus Office in Utrecht always responds and helps you with your issues within a short timeframe. 

Orientation is mostly your own business, although the faculty will have to check your study plan.  

academic preparation 

Academic preparation is limited to picking your courses. No further preparation for classes is required. Note 

that not all courses that are listed on the site of the Charles University, Geology department are actually taught 

every year. Mail the professors to be sure. Make sure to have backups, as if there are too little enrollments, a 

class might not happen. 
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language preparation 

Not necessary, the courses are taught in English, if that is of sufficient level then no preparation is required. 

finances 

The Czech Republic is, for Dutch standards, a cheap country. A dorm room is very cheap, a room in a student 

flat is around 300 euro's per month, so similar or a bit cheaper than in Holland. Food and activities are overall a 

lot cheaper than in The Netherlands As such finances should not be a problem, given that you also get a grant 

of 210 euro's per month. Expect to spend around 600-700 euro's per month if you rent a flat and go out for 

dinner and drinks. If you're planning to do roadtrips this number will obviously be higher.  

 

STUDY ABROAD PERIOD 

study programme (content and organisational issues) 

I had some issues with the content offered at the Geology department of the Charles University. First of all, the 

courses listed for Geology students on the site are not organized into Master and Bachelor courses, they are 

mixed into one list, this however is not immediately obvious. For example if you followed a link for 'Master 

classes taught at Charles University' from somewhere else on the website. The course codes give no definite 

answer on this subject. Also, some courses listed are not taught every year, with no indication of it on the 

website, or some might not be taught because the amount of students enrolled is too little. Since Czech 

students take their courses exclusively in Czech, the amount of people in the English program is quite small. 

Which results in things like I listed above.  

 

As such I highly recommend you mail each and every teacher of the classes you are planning to take not only 

about the level, but also about when and how the class will be taught. I ended up with a few classes not 

happening because of issues like this. The amount of bachelor classes taught is a lot higher and thus for a 

bachelor student this will be easier. You can find courses in most major branches of Geology. 

 

There is enough time at the beginning of the semester to pick, and switch courses. The erasmus office is open 

for a few hours every day and switching of classes is just a matter of going there and telling them 

academic quality of education activities 

Academic quality is mixed. A few classes were of a relatively low difficulty, whilst others were taught in an 

excellent manner and at a good academic level. Overall the English of the professors was of a good, 

understandable level. 

counselling & support at receiving university abroad 

The Erasmus office is excellent and does what it must do, however, they obviously do not know all the courses 

and cannot commend or help you out with this. Mailing and preferably visiting the professors face to face is the 

best option to get a feel for how the classes will be. The descriptions of the courses are quite short on the 

website and offer relatively little information. Most professors are very friendly and will take their time to help 

you out with questions. 

transfer of credits 

I do not know yet, as this has not happened yet at this time. The Charles University uses a scale of 1 to 4, with 1 

being best and 4 being a fail, this are translated to for example 1=A, 2=B(/high C) etc. Thus conversion to 'Dutch' 

grades (1 to 10 with 10 being best) is not straightforward. 

 

STUDENT LIFE 
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welcome & orientation programme 

Each faculty organizes its own welcome and orientation week, in which you sign the required papers and can 

meet students of the faculty. For the rest, at the beginning of the semester, quite a lot of drinks and get 

togethers are organized in general for all Erasmus students. Join a few facebook groups (Erasmus Prague or 

something similar) to be up to date on these events.  

accommodation 

Accommodation is either in the dorms, which is really cheap and organized by the universities. Or you have to 

find your own flat. It is easier to meet erasmus people in the dorms, but the dormrooms are shared, so you will 

have to share a room for the duration of your stay. Finding a flat is easy in Prague, again, join a facebook group 

like erasmus in Prague. Many people start looking when they arrive and in general, at the beginning of the 

semester it is very easy to find a flat within a few days. People are always looking for erasmus roommates. 

leisure & culture 

Prague is a beautiful city and the Czech Republic is a very nice country with a lot to see. Since it's relatively 

cheap small daytrips are a good option which cost very little. Eating/drinking, outside of the city centre (or in it, 

if you know the places, which you will after a few weeks) is very affordable. The people are friendly enough, 

and especially the younger generation understands some English. German is spoken mostly by the older 

generation. Exercising in gyms/sportclubs is possible but sometimes hard to find for English speaking people. 

From Erasmus there is only organized football, basketball and volleyball as far as I am aware. Czech Republic is 

the number one country when it comes to beer consumption and finding a good, cheap cozy bar is never a 

problem! 

suggestions/tips 

Join some facebook groups, don't worry about accomodations, it is very easy to find. Try to be well informed in 

advance about your courses to avoid unwanted suprises. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

would you recommend this university/destination abroad to others? please explain 

For Master students in Geology, it is not ideal, the amount of classes taught is low for master students. 

However, for bachelor students it is fine, enough options at a good level. Switching during the beginning of the 

semester is easy and as such you can test the water when you arrive. The country/city is very nice to stay in for 

half a year. I stayed in the winter semester (quite cold!) the summer semester is far more ideal for roadtrips in 

the Czech Republic as the country side is really pretty. 

do you have any additional advice or comments? 

      

 

Save this UU report for your own records and send it as attachment to verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl 
within 30 days after finishing your study abroad period and in ANY case before the final deadline!  
 

mailto:verslagen.internationaloffice@uu.nl

