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PLAGIARISM RULES AWARENESS STATEMENT 

 
Fraud and Plagiarism 
Scientific integrity is the foundation of academic life. Utrecht University considers any form of 
scientific deception to be an extremely serious infraction. Utrecht University therefore expects 
every student to be aware of, and to abide by, the norms and values regarding scientific integrity. 
 
The most important forms of deception that affect this integrity are fraud and plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is the copying of another person’s work without proper acknowledgement, and it is a 
form of fraud. The following is a detailed explanation of what is considered to be fraud and 
plagiarism, with a few concrete examples. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list!  
 

If fraud or plagiarism is detected, the study programme's Examination Committee may decide to 
impose sanctions. The most serious sanction that the committee can impose is to submit a request 
to the Executive Board of the University to expel the student from the study programme.  

 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the copying of another person’s documents, ideas or lines of thought and presenting it 
as one’s own work. You must always accurately indicate from whom you obtained ideas and 
insights, and you must constantly be aware of the difference between citing, paraphrasing and 
plagiarising. Students and staff must be very careful in citing sources; this concerns not only 

printed sources, but also information obtained from the Internet. 
 
The following issues will always be considered to be plagiarism: 

 cutting and pasting text from digital sources, such as an encyclopaedia or digital 

periodicals, without quotation marks and footnotes;  

 cutting and pasting text from the Internet without quotation marks and footnotes;  

 copying printed materials, such as books, magazines or encyclopaedias, without quotation 

marks or footnotes;  

 including a translation of one of the sources named above without quotation marks or 
footnotes;  

 paraphrasing (parts of) the texts listed above without proper references: paraphrasing 
must be marked as such, by expressly mentioning the original author in the text or in a 
footnote, so that you do not give the impression that it is your own idea;  

 copying sound, video or test materials from others without references, and presenting it as 

one’s own work;  

 submitting work done previously by the student without reference to the original paper, 

and presenting it as original work done in the context of the course, without the express 
permission of the course lecturer; 

 copying the work of another student and presenting it as one’s own work. If this is done 
with the consent of the other student, then he or she is also complicit in the plagiarism;  

 when one of the authors of a group paper commits plagiarism, then the other co-authors 
are also complicit in plagiarism if they could or should have known that the person was 
committing plagiarism;  

 submitting papers acquired from a commercial institution, such as an Internet site with 

summaries or papers, that were written by another person, whether or not that other 
person received payment for the work. 

The rules for plagiarism also apply to rough drafts of papers or (parts of) theses sent to a lecturer 
for feedback, to the extent that submitting rough drafts for feedback is mentioned in the course 

handbook or the thesis regulations. 
The Education and Examination Regulations (Article 5.15) describe the formal procedure in case of  
suspicion of fraud and/or plagiarism, and the sanctions that can be imposed.  
 
Ignorance of these rules is not an excuse. Each individual is responsible for their own behaviour. 
Utrecht University assumes that each student or staff member knows what fraud and plagiarism 



 
 
entail. For its part, Utrecht University works to ensure that students are informed of the principles 

of scientific practice, which are taught as early as possible in the curriculum, and that students are 
informed of the institution’s criteria for fraud and plagiarism, so that every student knows which 
norms they must abide by. 
 
 

 

I hereby declare that I have read and understood the above. 
 

Name: 

 

 

Student number: 

 

 

Date and signature: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Submit this form to your supervisor when you begin writing your Bachelor’s final paper or your 
Master’s thesis.  
 
Failure to submit or sign this form does not mean that no sanctions can be imposed if it appears 
that plagiarism has been committed in the paper. 


